
The United Middle School Mysteries  Book 11

E. J. Rohly

Copyright

Copyright © June 2025 by E.J.Rohly

All rights reserved.

No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Introduction

Chapter 1  Lunchtime Disaster

Chapter 2  The Usual Suspects

Chapter 3  Traces and Trays

Chapter 4  The Hallway of Shadows

Chapter 5  The Secretary’s Secret List

Chapter 6  Unwanted Partners

Chapter 7  The Tunnel of Trays

Chapter 8  The Misdirection of Coach Daniels

Chapter 9  Glitches and Ghosts

Chapter 10  Stakeout Protocol

Chapter 11  The Underground Room

Chapter 12  Confrontation in the Office

Chapter 13  The Leak

Chapter 14  The Staffroom Showdown

Chapter 15  The Final Tray

Chapter 16  Heroes of the Hallway

Chapter 17  Secrets in Room 117

Chapter 18  The Mural Map

Chapter 19  Dreamers, Detectives, and Rule-Breakers

Chapter 20  Case Closed... For Now

Chapter 1  The Case of the Bedazzled Backpacks

Chapter 2  Locker Sleuthing

Chapter 3  Blame and Denial

Chapter 4  Glitter Trail

Chapter 5  Proving Innocence

Chapter 6  Surveillance Clue

Chapter 7  The Pattern Emerges

Chapter 8  Operation: Casual Questions

Chapter 9 Mrs. Honey and the Glittered Lunch

Chapter 10  Intercom Alert: The Glitter Directive

Chapter 11  The Anonymous Artist

Chapter 12  Operation Glitter Trap

Chapter 13  Operation Catch-the-Crafter

Chapter 14  Principal Thompson Considers Sparkle

Chapter 15  Resolution and Recognition

Sign up for E J Rohly's Mailing List

Further Reading: United Middle School Mayhem Book 5

Also By E J Rohly

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction


[image: ]


Introduction

School started out like any other day. The students were sitting in their homeroom waiting for the announcements of the day. Among the students sat four best friends who love to solve mysteries that occur at the school. This has taken them on some interesting adventures during the school day.

In the small town of Tibbett, Ohio, there stood an ordinary School called United Middle School with rolling hills and lush, growing plants surrounding it. The school used for students during the day, but at night and on weekends, it housed community activities. The building was the color of fire-red, with tall glass windows and rows lined with lockers.

A typical day at United Middle School started with a loud bell telling students to go to their homerooms. Laughter and talking happened as students made their way to their classes. Friends were glad to be together, and teachers were sharing what was happening in their classes that day.

The four friends looked forward to each day. Each day brought another adventure for them to investigate. Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max lived right down the street from the school. In fact, their parents were neighbors. The four students were best friends and formed a close-knit group that loved to solve mysteries that happened around the school during the day and play together in the evening before it was time to go to bed. Because of their love of problem-solving, they earned the reputation as the school’s very own mystery solvers, known as the Young Investigators.
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JAKE IS THE NATURAL leader of the group. He has a keen sense of justice and the ability to listen and collaborate with others. He is the glue that holds the group together. Jake is tall for his age, with a big mop of brown hair on top of his head, and he smiles a lot. He’s always the first to jump into action whenever he sees something out of place. But his leadership was never about being in charge; instead, he liked to have input from every member of his group, and his friends were helpful in that aspect. His friends knew they were better together than if they struck out on their own.

Emily is a cautious and analytical person. She was always right by Jake’s side, helping him solve every single case. She has a knack for noticing details that others miss. Her cautious nature comes from a desire to be precise in all she does, and she is very thorough in her investigations. Emily’s dark eyes seem to see right through situations that others overlook. She can look at a puzzle and solve it right away, and she is also able to dissect information. Despite her tendency to be methodical, she embraces the group’s adventures, although it causes her to step out of her comfort zone.

Amy is an imaginative dreamer and the very heart of the group. She sees the world through a lens of wonder, often envisioning things that aren’t there and making the most mundane things come alive. Amy’s vivid imagination and creativity often lead to solutions in their mysteries. She has auburn hair, always adorned with a colorful clip or ribbon that bounces as she walks through the halls, letting everyone know she’s there. She can get lost in her thoughts as she goes about her day. Amy’s curiosity is boundless; she believes there is a mystery around every corner of the school, just waiting for her and her gang to solve.

Max is the skeptical one in the group. He’s practical and grounded, often questioning everything someone presents as a mystery. Max balances the team’s dynamics with his quiet strength, sturdy build, and calm demeanor. Although he’s skeptical at first, Max learns to trust the bond with his friends, relying on their support and guidance when they don’t know what’s happening around them.
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✔ MIA TORRES – THE fearless one. Always up for a challenge, she thrives on excitement and probably would chase an actual burglar just to see where they’re going. Has a talent for thinking outside the box—sometimes way, way outside the box.

✔ Chip Bennett – The wildcard 2.0. Chip loves chaos, solving puzzles, and eating snacks mid-investigation. If there’s a mystery, he’s in it for the fun, not necessarily for the logic.

The six of them together? They were unstoppable if you counted the mishaps as help.

From missing lockers to phantom school bells, from slimy gym floors to band uniform disasters, no case was too weird for them to solve.

And The United Middle School?

It was about to get a lot more interesting.
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Chapter 1  Lunchtime Disaster
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It started with a scream.

Not a horror-movie scream, but one of those cafeteria shrieks that usually meant someone saw a bug in their mashed potatoes or worse, stepped in mystery meat. But this scream was different. It was followed by clattering trays, the thud of a dropped juice box, and a rising wave of confused voices.

Jake  stood frozen in the lunch line, trayless and stunned.

“Where are the trays?” he asked no one in particular.

“Gone!” the lunch lady shouted from behind the counter. “Every last one of them!”

Emily pushed her glasses up her nose and peered over the counter. “You mean... all of them?”

The lunch lady just pointed at the empty slot where hundreds of plastic trays were usually stacked. Students were backing away from the line in confusion, holding their food awkwardly in their hands, a few trying to pile spaghetti onto napkins with increasingly tragic results.

Max, who had been trying to balance a banana on his head (for science), looked up and blinked. “Okay, this is weird. Even for United Middle.”

Amy popped her earbuds out and frowned. “You guys think this is another prank?”

Before anyone could answer, a voice boomed over the intercom.

“Would Jake Spencer, Emily Tran, Max Rivera, and Amy Patel please report to the principal’s office immediately.”

A hush fell over the cafeteria. All eyes turned to the four of them.

Jake sighed. “Well. That can’t be good.”

“Maybe they’re promoting us to Head Detectives of Missing Lunchware,” Max said cheerfully.

Emily was already pulling out her notebook. “Or maybe it’s another case. Let’s go.”

The four made their way past spilled pudding, squashed grapes, and a group of seventh graders trying to eat spaghetti with sporks. As they stepped into the hallway, the door to the cafeteria swung shut behind them with a dramatic creak.

Amy looked around and whispered, “Okay, but seriously... who would steal every tray in the school?”

Max grinned. “Guess we’re about to find out.”
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Chapter 2  The Usual Suspects
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Principal Thompson didn’t look up when the four investigators entered his office. He stood at the window, arms crossed, watching chaos unfold in the courtyard below as students tried and failed to eat spaghetti out of paper cups.

Finally, he turned. His tie was crooked. His hair that was  normally slicked back with a level of precision that hinted at secret military training was frizzed and sticking up on one side.

“Sit,” he barked.

They sat.

Thompson pinched the bridge of his nose. “It’s the trays. All of them. Gone. Vanished. Vamoosed. Poof.”

“We noticed,” Jake said dryly.

“This isn’t just about lunch inconvenience,” the principal went on. “Trays don’t just disappear. This was planned and coordinated.”

Emily was already flipping pages in her notebook. “Do you have suspects?”

Thompson narrowed his eyes. “Mia and Chip.”

Amy groaned. “Seriously? They once turned the drinking fountains into orange soda fountains, but this feels... bigger.”

“They’re repeat offenders,” Thompson said firmly. “And until proven otherwise, they’re the prime suspects. I want you four on this. Find out what happened. Quietly.”

Jake leaned forward. “We’ll do it. But we clear people based on evidence, not assumptions.”

The principal nodded tightly. “Fine. But hurry. The school board’s visiting on Friday, and if they see students eating lasagna off notebook paper, my job may mysteriously vanish too.”

As they stood to leave, the office door swung open and in stumbled Mia and Chip, tripping over each other.
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