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​CHAPTER ONE: THE CALL TO FOLLOW
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IT IS SAID THAT MICHELANGELO took the pieces of stone that other people had rejected and put them to one side for his own use. He could see potential in these cast-offs that others had never visualized. The Lord approached Peter and made two statements to him. “You are Simon ... you shall be called Cephas” (John 1:42). It was not often that Peter was quiet. However, on this occasion, he never spoke a word. Quiet acquiescence wasn’t one of his strengths. But although he may already have been aware of his innate weaknesses, his impetuous nature, his outspokenness, the fickleness which saw him blow hot with impulse, but cold as the snows of Lebanon, and his shaly, Simon-tendencies, he did not protest when the Lord spoke in glowing terms of what he would be as bed-rock Peter. When Scripture records that “Jesus looked at” Peter, it means that he looked intensely through him (John 1:42). The Lord did not ask Peter for his Curriculum Vitae, nor did He concern Himself with testimonials. The Lord didn’t need witness from anyone, for He Himself knew what was in a man (John 2:25). He knew Simon Peter better than he knew himself. He looked through him, through the failures, to the time when Peter would act with rock-like dependability. He knew too, that before that was achieved there were some hard lessons for Simon to learn.

Deeply impressed by the Lord’s perceptive promise, Simon Peter joined Andrew and, in all probability, John and James, in the company of “the Messiah” (John 1:41). The next day, two more, Philip and Nathaniel, were added to the little group. “And so” wrote Dr. Luxmoore, “there were perhaps half a dozen disciples with the Lord when He went down to Cana of Galilee”. There, Peter, with the others, saw the Lord’s first manifestation of His glory when “the simple wedding Guest” did to water what only almighty God can do, and turned it instantly into wine. It would surely have served to strengthen Peter’s faith in the Lord’s capability to replace dire deficiencies (“They have no wine”) with overwhelming provision. John records the impact of “this beginning of signs” when Jesus “manifested His glory: and His disciples believed in Him” (2:11). The word “believed” implies that they put their trust in Him, especially for their spiritual well-being. 

“Why”, continued Dr. Luxmoore, “they ever went away again we may well marvel. We may also marvel why after the Lord has had us with Him for a precious and fruitful time He has again to come and find us occupied with everything else and again say, Follow Me”. That they did go away is evident from Matthew 4:18-22, when the Lord found Simon and Andrew fishing. Had the Lord been mistaken? Was this man, Peter, demonstrating the sort of dependability that would repay the Lord’s early faith in his rock-like qualities? Graciously, the Lord appealed to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). Peter’s response was immediate. This, then, was the secret. “I will make you ...” The transformation was to be achieved in the Lord’s company and by the divine hand that had forsaken forever the shaping of wood for the village folk of Nazareth for the moulding of lives that would soon turn “the world upside down” (Acts 17:6).

In this manner, in the days of Scripture, and today, the Lord approaches the most unlikely of people (1 Corinthians 1:26-28) with promises of victory. The marauding bands of Midianites and Amalekites, which had been destroying Israel’s crops and cattle (Judges 6:4), forced Gideon to abandon the more usual threshing-sledge on an exposed site for the flail, or rod, in the smaller, sheltered winepress of Ophrah. His was a small, secretive service, hiding wheat from the enemy, not heading warriors in open conflict. Though perplexed and protesting, he was given the divine commission. “Go and ... save Israel”, and the assurance of the divine Companion, “Surely I will be with you” (Judges 6:14-16). It is to just those kind of people, conscious of their own weakness, that God grants the needed grace for glorious victory (2 Corinthians 12:9,10). So Gideon was taken from beating out wheat in secret, through fear, to subduing kingdoms, through faith (Hebrews 11.32,33)! At Bethabara (the place of transition) the Lord took one man, Gideon, to replace his flail with a sword, and another, Peter, to replace his fish with souls! (Judges 7:24; John 1:28). Perhaps today, even as you read, the Lord is calling you to richer, more challenging service. This meditation could be your Bethabara, place of transition. But there are conditions attached.

Peter had been brought to Jesus (John 1:42). Next would come the call to go after Him (Mark 1:17). If Peter were to fulfil the potential that the Lord saw in him, then it would mean following. It was to cost Peter everything; his boat, his business, his nets and his family (Luke 5:11; 18:28), but the Lord would be true to His promise to return all that he had forfeited with unparalleled interest (Luke 18:29,30). If Peter sacrificed the thrill of coming to land with heavy draughts of fish, he secured the prospect of a glorious abundance on reaching the shores of the eternal kingdom of his Lord and Saviour (2 Peter 1:11).


“We lose what on ourselves we spend, 

We have as treasures without end

Whatever, Lord, to Thee we lend, 

Who givest all.”


Both Peter and Gideon must have marvelled that the Lord had worked in them far beyond their highest expectations. He is still able “to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we think” (Ephesians 3:20). Disciple, the same Prospector, the Lord Jesus Christ, invites you, “Come ... after Me, and I will make you ...”


“I heard His call,

Come, follow.

That was all.

My gold grew dim,

My soul went after Him.”


Who would not follow if they heard Him call?

“To” Jesus, “after” Him, and now, “with” Him (Mark 3:14). What a wealth of glorious experience is contained in those prepositions! Peter never forgot those rich periods of his life. They moulded his actions, his teaching and his character. Years later, he recalled for his readers, “We were with Him” (2 Peter 1:18). Timothy’s years with Paul (Acts 16:3) were golden seams of informative training (2 Timothy 3:10), but they could not equal the first-hand privilege which Peter enjoyed as he walked and talked with the Master Himself. Inevitably, it showed, even though at times Peter wished that it didn’t. “This man was also with Him” one of the servant girls said confidently (Luke 22:56). On a later, happier occasion, the religious leaders recognized the same undeniable fact that he “had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). It is bound to happen. Although he did not know it, Moses’ face shone as a result of his being in the presence of God Exodus 34:29). It will happen to us, too, if we are prepared to submit our lives in unclouded exposure to the glorious Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the secret of His presence, the Lord the Spirit will transform these lacklustre lives of ours until they radiate the glory of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18).


“Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;

Spend much time in secret with Jesus alone.

By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see”


Not only was Peter’s life affected, but so was his teaching. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake”, the Lord taught him (Matthew 5:10). “If you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed”, Peter wrote to the dispersed pilgrims (1 Peter 3:14). “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake”, taught the Master (Matthew 5:11). “If you are reproached for the Name of Christ, blessed are you”, echoed the servant (1 Peter 4:14). “Rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings”, counselled Peter (1 Peter 4:13). 

Hadn’t he learned that too, from his Mentor on the mountain? “Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets” (Matthew 5:12). Followers of the Man whose doing and teaching were perfectly harmonized (Acts 1:1) will also find, like Peter, that their life and lips tell the same unmistakable truth that they have “been with Jesus”. Could there be a finer, more challenging contemplation than this, “that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body”? (2 Corinthians 4:10). Shall we not say of our Lord, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30)?


“Higher than the highest heavens, 

Deeper than the deepest sea, 

Lord, Thy love at last hath conquered, 

Grant me now my soul’s petition, 

None of self, and all of Thee.”


“And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him ... these twelve Jesus sent out” (Matthew 10:1,5). To Him, after Him, with Him, and now, sent out for Him. Though the mission of the twelve was a special apostolic work, the same sequence must characterize all the Lord’s servants. He is using the hours of secret communion to shape us for His commission, “Go” (Matthew 28:19). Today, the challenge is to the same progression. The Lord is seeking those who will spend time with Him before He can send them out for Him.


“So send I you - to leave your life’s ambitions,

To die to dear desire, self-will resign,

To labour long and love where men revile you,

So send I you - to lose your life in Mine.”
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​CHAPTER TWO:  TWO CATCHES OF FISH
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SOME MEN ARE MELTED and moulded in one flash of brilliance from the Throne of Heaven, as was Paul on the dusty highway to Damascus; other men are chiselled out with the Master Sculptor’s tools from the rough granite, as was Peter the Rock-man. The great Worker (John 5:17) chooses His own methods and materials. Some may reply as Moses did, “Oh Lord, I am not eloquent” (Exodus 4:10), or as Isaiah, “I am undone ... I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5), or as Jeremiah, “Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child” (Jeremiah 1:6), or as Gideon, “Oh Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is the poorest ... and I am the least” (Judges 6:15 RV), or as blinded Saul, “Who art Thou, Lord?” (Acts 9:5 RV), or as impetuous Peter, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (Luke 5:8). 

God, desiring workers in His service, puts no hindrance in the way. Rather He uses that which lies to our hand. Of Moses He asks, “What is that in thine hand? ... A rod.” He took David from the sheepfolds to feed His people ... “so he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands” (Psalm 78:70-72 RV). Paul was a tent-maker, and tabernacles and sanctuaries are very evident in his teaching (see Acts 17:24; Ephesians 2:21; Hebrews 9, etc.). Peter was a fisher of fish, called to be a fisher of men (Luke 5:1-11).

We should ponder well these scenes by the Sea of Galilee, that first scene at the call to higher service (Luke 5.1-11; Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20), and that last scene recorded only by John (John 21). Why was this scene re-enacted? The same rod that became a serpent at the beginning of Moses’ career was stretched across the waters of the Red Sea. There is a significance in God’s repetitions (compare Job 33:14, 29-80).

Peter was a skilled fisherman, and although he had caught nothing on those two notable occasions, the “washing” and “mending” of nets suggest that they had previously been successfully used; and Peter is commissioned by the Lord Himself to “cast a hook and take a fish,” on the other occasion where we read of his following his original craft after his call (Matthew 17:24, 25). He could catch with net and with line. It is not the aspect of the hunter here. Jeremiah, in chapter 16:16, foretells a day when God will send fishers first to fish His people, then afterwards, hunters to hunt them. These crafts are so different. The former needs art and skill and patience to catch alive and not bruise in the catching, the latter, force and violence and rush, with no concern in overdriving even those with young. We need to cultivate the former.

We take ourselves, in thought, to those shores of Galilee of the nations (Isaiah 9) to look upon the pressing multitudes (Luke 5), hungering for the word of God. Into the frail, unoccupied, and borrowed boat the Master steps, and condescendingly asks its owner Simon, to come in beside Him, and to row Him out a little from the shore. Then “He said unto Simon ... let down your nets for a draught.” Simon answered, “At Thy word I will let down the nets.” And the Master of oceans, and earth, and skies brought from their home in the deep a great multitude of fishes to those nets. Here indeed was the Creator, the last Adam, with full control over “the fish of the sea, (and) whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas” (Psalm 8 RV). 

Then there arose a need for more fishers. This is the Lord’s order. He will supply the men for the work. Peter can bear up no longer, and, at Jesus’ knees he cries, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” When a man realizes his own sinfulness and weakness in relation to God’s holiness and power, God may use him, and the outshining of His glory does not repel, but rather attracts the willing penitent to Himself. “FEAR NOT” is the word, so often repeated in the past (Isaiah 41:10,14; 43:1,5; 44:2,8; 54:4; Daniel 10.12; etc.). “From henceforth” - a complete change in character –  you will be catching men alive - a continuous occupation, catching men for life, and not for death, taking them from the troubled seas to the new atmosphere of the kingdom of the Son of His love.

Mark tells us what they left for this new
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