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BESTSELLING ROMANCE AUTHOR, Lexy Timms, brings you a new series that'll steal your heart and take your breath away.

Unknown - book 1 of the Unknown Identity Series

Things with Conrad didn't go as Leslie has planned and after running back to New York City, she's the most surprised person in the world to find him standing on her doorstep, asking for a chance to win her heart over.

Leslie doesn't know how to respond. But, Conrad's here, alive and wanting to love her.

Excited to show her new found beau the city she's come to love, Leslie realizes when Amber and Josie return, that she left out one minor detail about her life.

The more Conrad expresses his love for her, the more Leslie grows nervous about telling him who she really is.

Will Conrad being willing to accept who she really is when the truth comes out?

*This is book 1 in the Unknown Identity Series* 
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“I just needed the chance to tell you how I felt before you decided I wasn’t worth your time. I’m sorry to have bothered you,” Conrad said quietly from the other side of the door.

Leslie knew he was about to go. After all that had happened: losing Michael, the love of her life, to cancer a year ago, selling the house they’d shared in San Francisco, moving—running—to the opposite side of the country, throwing herself into her writing, and building a new life for herself in New York, how had she found herself here, at this moment?

And how had Conrad become a part of it? 

If only she hadn’t decided to unbend just that little bit, if only she hadn’t decided to come out of the shell of her grief and look around. If only she hadn’t let Amber and Josie drag her out to that club. That taste of life away from her computer had put the thought of a vacation in her head. From there it had been only too easy to get her literary agent, Grant, to arrange for a two-week stay at an ultra-exclusive luxury resort on its own private island in the Caribbean. It hadn’t taken much to convince Amber and Josie to come along. Leslie had made so much money off her bestselling mystery books—her penname, Evelyn Frock, was one of the most popular authors in the world—she could afford to take her two friends to an island getaway filled with the rich and famous.

It had been so much fun at first. 

The atmosphere, the food, the people, everything was like a dream coming to life. Both of her friends had found a hot guy to go off with, and Leslie, alone at the table, started missing Michael horribly. Her paradise in the Caribbean became a prison of guilt and emptiness, one nobody could fill. 

So she had done the only logical thing she could do at such a time—taken off her heels, gone to the bar, and ordered a drink. A gorgeous man she’d seen earlier when they’d passed was still there, seemingly determined to drown his own sorrows to the point of actual drowning, and as she looked at him for clues she’d realized he was her celebrity crush. The compelling star of the TV show which featured his character fighting werewolves to defend his buxom love interest. 

Conrad Danes. 

The chiseled to faultlessness, eight-pack abs, picture-perfect tan, flawless body, perfect everything. 

Suddenly, why he was drinking made sense. It had been splashed all over social media. His marriage had imploded a few weeks before due to his wife’s cheating ways.

Over the course of their drinking, they had struck up a conversation, and his personality was as amazing as his multi-pack abs. He was interesting, attentive, sympathetic, and Leslie found herself telling him about Michael. Then Conrad told her about his wife, and how it was completely over.

Their connection had been instant.

The mutual attraction, undeniable.

She had taken him back to her condo room where they’d shared more stories and one amazing kiss, then fell into a drunken sleep, without sex. The next day should’ve been awkward, but was surprisingly comfortable, so they spent the day together enjoying the island. 

They’d ended up back at his suite and decided to order room service, watch old movies, and just as Leslie was starting to miss Michael less, and want Conrad more, one knock on the door had changed everything. 

It wasn’t room service. Instead, Conrad’s wife, Kyra, took one look at Leslie and called her a whore. 

Conrad hadn’t defended her. He’d let that horrible word hang in the air, and wheel about their heads like a raven, screeching doom. 

So she left. 

The last thing she heard was Conrad inviting Kyra in. 

One call to her agent, and Grant had her booked on the next plane home. Faster than fast.

She’d run, just like she’d run from San Francisco. 

And once again, writing was Leslie’s only solace, that and the gym, punishing every calorie that dared to stick around.

After almost a week on her own, another knock on the door changed everything. 

Conrad. Apologizing, promising, asking for another chance. His marriage, over. Again. Still. 

“Leslie, I want a chance. I want you to show me all the scars you hide. I want to be the one to pick up all your broken pieces,” Conrad had said.

She had so far answered him with silence. Now he was about to walk away. Leslie was about to let the most gorgeous, un-photo-shopped man she had ever met exit her life.

A small thought in the back of her mind cleared its throat and raised a timid hand. Michael wouldn’t want you to keep living this way, it said. He would want you to take a chance. He basked in your love, and knew how powerful it was. He would want you to let someone else feel as loved as he did.

Leslie hesitated, wanting to chase the thought away with bigger ones: ones that said it’s not time, it hasn’t been long enough, you swore you would never feel this way again.

She didn’t realize her hesitation was physical until she heard the door jump a little in the frame. She was leaning against it, and the noise, which was probably soft, went off like a shot in her ears.

Conrad heard it, too. 

“Leslie?”

She cringed. She needed more time to listen to her warring thoughts argue with each other. 

“Please, open the door.”

No, one part of her mind said. It’s too soon.

There’s no time-limit on grief, another part said.

“I—”

“Can we just talk?”

You had the perfect love once. It doesn’t come around again. 

But, the timid part said, this might not be perfect. This might be imperfect. It might be exactly what you need to start living again.

“I want a chance to earn your trust. Can you give me that?” he pleaded.

It would hurt if this fell apart. I don’t know if I can take any more pain, she thought.

That’s not grief, that’s fear.

“I’m afraid,” Leslie said into the crack of the door. Her cheek rested against the cool wood and she pressed her hand flat against it.

“Les, so am I. Do you think I was ready for this? I wasn’t looking. I’m terrified, but I was more scared when I heard you’d left the island, when I thought I’d lost you forever.”

Leslie found herself turning the deadbolt, and blinking as she looked at him past the security chain. His dark hair against his beautiful eyes stole her breath. His perfect lips pressed together as he ran a hand through his hair. “What do we do?” she whispered.

He leaned on the doorframe. His eyes were so full of emotion she could see why the TV cameras loved him. “Sit down. Talk. See where it goes. Breathe.”

It made a nice four-point list, like a beginning outline for one of her novels. “Okay.”

He nodded. “Okay.”

They kept looking at each other.

“Can I come in?” he asked, smiling.

She smiled back. “Shit, yes.”
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They sat on her couch, facing each other. Conrad looked like hell, which was still incredibly hot. Better than Leslie felt she’d ever looked, on her best day. She’d opted to face the door, while he had a view of her tiny living room, and if he swiveled his head, the whole apartment.

“So this is where you live...” he said, sounding nervous. Did actors as hot as him get nervous?

“It is.”

He nodded, but didn’t say anything.

“You expected something different?”

Conrad gave her his trademark puzzled look. “I wasn’t sure. Your suite on the island was bigger than mine, but you mentioned you were a starving writer, so I guess I don’t know what I was expecting. The neighborhood’s not bad.”

Leslie could hear the word he didn’t say. “But?”

“But after seeing that elevator, which I skipped riding, by the way, I’m not so sure.”

“Smart choice.”

“Then seeing past your front door, and looking at you in those yoga pants, which aren’t quite fitting the way they should, I think I’m back to my first opinion: you’re definitely a starving writer.”

Leslie looked down at her Lululemon pants. “I’ve been hitting the gym a bit too hard, I guess.”

“Too much cardio, not enough weights, as my trainer would say.” 

“You have a trainer?”

He groaned. “I told you one of my secrets. I wasn’t born like this.” He gestured to the rock-hard abs under his trendy black T-shirt.

She smiled. “Really?”

“No. I pay a guy named Boomer to keep me TV-ready.”

Leslie couldn’t help it. She laughed. “Boomer?”

He held up his hands. “I kid you not. Boomer. He designs workouts so hard that they’ve probably been banned by the Geneva Convention, and he’s constantly preaching diet and nutrition to me. We just went on hiatus, and even better than the wrap party is the knowledge that I won’t have to see him for two months. You know what it’s like, trying to keep fit.”

She made a face. “Not really.”

“What? You don’t work out?”

“I do, but for shape. I have a naturally high metabolism.”

He shook his head. “I hate you.”

She laughed. “Sorry. If it makes you feel any better, I don’t have much of a butt, unless I work out, and no tone to my arms, either. And bathing suits don’t look right, unless I do sculpting exercises.”

“You’re wrong.”

“Pardon?”

“You have an amazing ass.”

She grinned despite herself. “Product of the gym. If I don’t work it, it falls off.”

Conrad sighed. “I’m not by any means fat. I normally have a flat stomach, but if I want abs, or have to appear without a shirt, which I did constantly for the first few seasons, then I have to lift weights, do a million sit-ups a day, and eat the right amount of protein and calories, but not so many calories that the skin doesn’t cling right. It’s math. And science. It sucks. That’s why I pay Boomer to shout at me. I wouldn’t have enough motivation to get ripped on my own.”

“You poor thing.” she said teasingly, patting his arm.

“That’s why I came here,” he said with a straight face. “I had to tell you that if you’re expecting all this, all the time, you’re going to be very disappointed.” He didn’t even bat an eye.

She giggled. Crazy-ass good actor. “I think I’ll manage.”

He glanced behind him. “Boomer would be glad I chose the stairs.”

“You can tell him you did it for fitness.”

“And not because that elevator looked like a prop for a horror movie.” His straight face broke and he smiled.

“I won’t tell.” Damn, he was beautiful.

“It’ll be our little secret.”

Leslie looked at him, and her smile faded. “Your wife.”

His did, too. “Yeah. I owe you an explanation. I’m sorry, Leslie. I didn’t know what to do when she showed up. I told you before, we’ve been together since we were teenagers, and all my dreams, my entire future, used to wear her face. I’ve been lost. Angry, yeah, but so damn lost. She was always the one thing I could count on, and when I found out she’d been cheating all along, it felt like my whole adult life had been a lie. One big show.”

“But you said it was over.”

“Yeah. It was.”

She frowned. “Is it still?”

“Yes. I was shocked as shit when she showed up. I wasn’t sure I’d heard her right, and then she said she wanted to talk, and part of me just wanted to go back in time to a few weeks before, when I was ignorant of everything that had been going on.” He shook his head. “I’m sorry. I should’ve stood up for you. I shouldn’t have let my confusion about my ex-wife cloud my judgment. I should have called her on what she said. I’m so sorry.”

“That’s no excuse.” The hurt still felt sharp inside of her. A small voice inside her asked if it was pain from what had happened or because Michael had died. Somehow the two felt the same.

“It’s not. All I can do to explain is...” Conrad looked around, searching for words like he wanted nothing more than a script to tell him his lines.

Leslie waited.

“Do you remember falling in love with your husband?”

“Yes.” Images came unbidden to her mind. Bad Mexican food late at night, long walks on campus, studying for finals together.

“Were you still in love with him until the day he died?”

“And after.”

He bit his lower lip. “Still?”

She stared at him in surprise. Was she still in love with a man who was no longer alive? “No. Not in love, but I love him. Does that even make sense?”

He nodded. “It’s big-time love. You can’t just turn it off, like flipping a switch.” They both sat quietly a moment, lost in the past and terrified of the future. Conrad cleared his throat while a finger absently pulled at a thread on his dark blue jeans. “The day I found out Kyra had been cheating on me, I fell out of love. My heart didn’t leap the next time she walked in the door. The magic, the spark, was gone. But I’d been in love for so long, I couldn’t just turn it off. I still love her, which is why I let her in the door, and I still want her to be happy, but what we had is over. Forever. Her visit proved that. Now I’m just riding it out, feeling it fade.” 

Leslie nodded. “It takes a long time to go away.”

“Why not keep each other company, live a little, while we’re waiting?” Conrad said, looking at her lips. 

A little zing went through her center when she saw his eyelids lower. Leslie’s lips parted, because she felt she should answer him, somehow, but for the life of her she couldn’t remember if he had even asked a question. His hand, which, along with his arm, had been draped across the back of the couch, grabbed the upholstery and pulled, sending his body in one smooth motion into Leslie’s personal space. A slow motion replay of the sexiness of that one hand, that determined grip, overwhelmed her senses, and her eyes fluttered closed, unsure if she could look at the rest of him without melting into a puddle of fangirl mush.

Conrad knew how to take advantage of an opportune moment. His right hand came up and cupped her chin, tilting her face to receive the slowest, hottest kiss she had ever received in her entire life. Part of her thought, Damn, he’s not just a pretty face, and the rest of her hushed the voice, and gave back to Conrad the same heat he was giving her.

The kiss was amazing, and different. So different than Michael’s had been. That uniqueness made all thoughts of her past temporarily flee. This was a new experience, a new memory, and his touch made her living room spin with them inside it, holding on to each other, caught up in steadying their desire together.

Leslie reached out to run her fingers across Conrad’s perfection, so she could learn it before it faded for the summer, though she was certain it would remain to satisfy the most exacting woman’s standards. His abs were sculpted, chiseled, something she could spend days studying, but her hands moved to circle around his waist and travel up his back, where new muscles got her undivided attention. 

Insistent
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