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This book is dedicated to all Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the game of Football.  Whether you played the game or not does not matter.  It’s been a long and glorious history filled with thrills and letdowns that only a Football fan could appreciate.

Steve Fulton
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Brief History of the Postseason Playoffs
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The National Football League (NFL) playoffs are a single-elimination tournament held after the regular season to determine the NFL champion. Seven teams from each of the league's two conferences qualify for the playoffs. A tie-breaking procedure exists if required. The tournament culminates in the Super Bowl: the league's championship game in which two teams, one from each conference, play each other to become world champion.

NFL postseason history can be traced to the first NFL Championship Game in 1933, though in the early years, qualification for the game was based solely on regular season records. From 1933 to 1966, the NFL postseason generally only consisted of the NFL Championship Game, pitting the league's two division winners (pending any one-game playoff matches that needed to be held to break ties in the division standings). After 1967, the playoffs were expanded to allow four teams to qualify for the tournament. When the league merged with the American Football League (AFL) in 1970, the playoffs were expanded to eight teams. The playoffs were expanded to ten teams in 1978 and twelve teams in 1990. They are scheduled to expand to 14 teams in 2020.

Among the major professional sports leagues in the United States, the NFL postseason is the oldest continuously run playoffs to use a single-elimination tournament in all of its rounds.

The 32-team National Football League is divided into two conferences, the AFC and NFC, with 16 teams each. Since 2002, each conference has been further divided into four divisions of four teams each. Qualification into the playoffs works as follows: 

	The four division champions from each conference (the team in each division with the best overall record) are seeded 1 through 4 based on their overall won-lost-tied record.

	Three wild-card qualifiers from each conference (the three teams with the best overall record of all remaining teams in the conference) are seeded 5, 6, and 7.

	If teams are tied (having the same regular season won-lost-tied record), the playoff seeding is determined by a set of tie-breaking rules. 


The names of the first two playoff rounds date back to the postseason format that was first used in 1978, when the league added a second wild-card team to each conference. The first round of the playoffs is dubbed the wild-card round (or wild-card weekend). In this round, the second-seeded division winner hosts the seventh-seeded wild card, the third hosts the sixth, and the fourth hosts the fifth. There are no restrictions regarding teams from the same division matching up in any round. The top seed from each conference receives a bye in the first round which automatically advances them to the second round. The second round is dubbed the divisional round. The top seed hosts the lowest-seeded surviving seed from the first round (seed 4, 5, 6, or 7) and the other two winners from the wild-card round play each other with the higher seed having home-field advantage. The two surviving teams from each conference's divisional-round playoff games then meet in the respective AFC and NFC Conference Championship games (hosted by the higher seed). The winners of those contests go on to face one another in the Super Bowl which is played at a pre-determined neutral site.

One disadvantage to the system is that the teams with the two best records in a conference could play each other before the conference championship if they are in the same division. The better team would be seeded #1, while the lesser team would be seeded #5 as the top wild-card team, and as shown in the diagram, it is possible for the #1 division winner to play the top wild-card team in the divisional round. Another disadvantage is that the division a team is in can have a greater impact than their regular-season record. For example, the 2010 Seattle Seahawks won the NFC West with a 7–9 record and hosted a playoff game, while the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and New York Giants missed the playoffs that season despite going 10–6 and defeating Seattle in the regular season by huge margins (the current format which expanded the playoffs from six to seven teams per conference helps mitigate this issue to a degree since the New York Giants would have made the playoffs in 2010 as the number 7 seed).

The New York Giants and New York Jets have shared the same home stadium since 1984 (Giants Stadium from 1984 to 2009, and MetLife Stadium since 2010). Thus, if both teams need to host playoff games on the same weekend, they are required to play on separate days, even during the Conference Championship round when both games are normally scheduled the same day. The only time such a scheduling conflict has occurred was during Wild Card weekend in 1985, when only 10 teams qualified for the postseason and there were only two wild-card games. Instead of playing both Wild Card games on the same day, as was the case when the 10-team system was used from 1978 to 1989, the Jets hosted their game Saturday, December 28, before the Giants hosted their game on Sunday, December 29. This same scheduling conflict could occur for the Los Angeles Chargers and Los Angeles Rams, who have shared SoFi Stadium since 2020.

Overtime rules

The NFL introduced overtime for any divisional tiebreak games beginning in 1940, and for championship games beginning in 1946. The first postseason game to be played under these rules was the 1958 NFL Championship Game between the Baltimore Colts and New York Giants (the so-called "Greatest Game Ever Played"), decided by a one-yard touchdown run by Colt fullback Alan Ameche after eight minutes and fifteen seconds of extra time. Overtime under the original format was sudden death, the first team to score would be declared the winner.

In March 2010, the NFL amended its rules for postseason overtime, with the rule being extended into the regular season in March 2012. If a team scores a touchdown, or if the defense scores a safety on its first possession, it is declared the winner. If it scores a field goal on its first possession, however, it then kicks off to the opposing team, which has an opportunity to score; if the score is tied again after that possession, true sudden death rules apply and whoever scores next will win. Double overtime & thereafter is just true sudden death.

Since postseason games cannot end in a tie, unlike the preseason or regular season, additional overtime periods are played as necessary until a winner is determined. Furthermore, all clock rules apply as if a game had started over. Therefore, if the first overtime period ends with the score still tied, the teams switch ends of the field prior to the second overtime. If a game was still tied with two minutes to go in the second overtime, there would be a two-minute warning (but not during the first overtime period as in the regular season). And if it were still tied at the end of the second overtime, there would be a kickoff to start a third overtime period. Although a contest could theoretically last indefinitely, or last multiple overtime periods like several National Hockey League postseason games, no NFL playoff game has ever gone past two overtime periods. The longest NFL game played to date is 82 minutes, 40 seconds: Miami Dolphins kicker Garo Yepremian made the walk-off 37-yard field goal after 7:40 of the second overtime to defeat the Kansas City Chiefs, 27–24, in an AFC playoff game on December 25, 1971.

[image: Rewind: NFL playoffs' most memorable divisional-round games ...]

Source: Wikipedia
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1932 NFL Playoff Game
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The 1932 NFL Playoff Game was an extra game held to break a tie in the 1932 season's final standings in the National Football League. It matched the host Chicago Bears and the Portsmouth Spartans. Because of snowfall and anticipated extremely cold temperatures in Chicago, Illinois, it was moved indoors and played at the three-year-old Chicago Stadium on December 18 on a reduced-size field on Sunday night.

Since the NFL's first season in 1920, the league title had been awarded to the team with the best regular season record based on winning percentage with ties excluded. Four of the first six championships were disputed, but only in 1921 did two teams ever finish tied atop the standings: the two teams disputing the title had played each other, splitting a two-game series, but league officials used a tiebreaker to controversially give the Bears (then known as the Staleys) the title over the Buffalo All-Americans.

In 1932, the Spartans and the Bears tied for first place with 6–1 records. Under the rules at the time, standings were based on winning percentage with ties excluded from the calculation, meaning that the Spartans and Bears each finished the regular season with identical .857 winning percentages, ahead of the defending champion Green Bay Packers' .769 (10 wins, 3 losses) winning percentage.

Further complicating matters, the Spartans and Bears had played each other twice during the regular season for 13-13 and 7-7 ties, which rendered the league's only tiebreaker useless. As such, for the first time, the league arranged for what amounted to a replay game to determine the NFL champion, but the game would be counted in the final standings, meaning the loser would drop to 6–2 (.750) and finish third behind runner-up Green Bay.

The league also had to make a rule change to allow the game since championship-deciding postseason matches were banned in 1924.  The game was set to be played at Wrigley Field, the Bears' home stadium, but due to severe blizzards followed by extremely cold temperatures and wind chill, the game was moved indoors to Chicago Stadium. Two years earlier, the Bears and Cardinals had played a charity exhibition game at the arena after the 1930 season, and the game was moved indoors due to extreme weather, allowing for reasonable attendance and gate revenue. The Bears won 9–7. 

A week before the game, the concrete surface had tanbark placed atop for a Salvation Army-sponsored circus; elephant manure from the circus produced an odor that caused a Bears player to throw up on the field. 

Because of the limited dimensions of the indoor arena, special rules were adopted for the game:

	The tanbark-covered field itself was only 80 yards long (60 yards between the goal lines) and 45 yards wide, 10 yards narrower than the regulation width at the time. 

	The sidelines were butted up against the stands.

	The goal posts were moved from the endlines to the goal lines (the NFL itself would move the goalposts to the goal line from 1933 to 1974).

	Every time a team crossed the 10-yard line, the ball was moved back 20 yards to allow for the shortened field. 

	For the first time, all plays started with the ball on or between the hash marks, which were ten yards from the sidelines.


It was also decided that due to the smaller field and indoor stadium, drop kicks and field goals would not be used in the game.

Game Summary

The high temperature for that Sunday in Chicago was 20 °F, warmer than anticipated earlier in the week. With terrible footing on the mulch and limited room for the offenses to work, the defenses dominated the game's first three quarters, with the game remaining scoreless. Bears quarterback John Doehling's first pass flew into the stands, as did most punts and kickoffs, with one colliding with a Chicago Black Hawks sign and another hitting the organist as he played. By the end of the game, only one punt was returned. 

On one drive, the Spartans were in position to score when Glenn Presnell tripped on the field before he could reach the end zone. For the Bears, they employed a heavy run game with fullback Bronko Nagurski, though possessions ended after just three downs as Ralph Jones frequently elected to pooch kick. In the fourth quarter, the Bears scored on a controversial touchdown: Carl Brumbaugh handed the ball off to Nagurski, who pulled up and threw to Red Grange in the end zone for the score. Rules at the time mandated that a forward pass had to be thrown from at least five yards behind the line of scrimmage. The Spartans argued Nagurski did not drop back five yards before passing to Grange, but the touchdown stood. The Bears later scored a safety after the Spartans fumbled the ball out of their end zone.

[image: How the Chicago Bears' 1932 championship changed the NFL - Chicago ...]Because it proved so popular, the 1932 NFL Playoff Game started a new era for the National Football League and for American football in general. Through 1932, the league had used the same rules as college football. Beginning with the 1933 season, the NFL introduced its own set of rules. The goal posts were moved from the end line back to the goal line (reversed in 1974), all plays started with the ball on or between the hash marks, and the forward pass became legal anywhere behind the line of scrimmage; ironically, the forward pass rule was supported by Spartans head coach George Clark, who quipped, "Nagurski would do it anyway!” Its biggest legacy, however, was the creation of the NFL Championship Game in 1933, the NFL's original championship game, which would become the Super Bowl.

NFL Commissioner Joseph Carr described the rule changes as providing better scoring opportunities, which he believed "would improve the game for both players and spectators." Carr had attended the Playoff Game, and kept a ticket stub from the game in his personal scrapbook. In 1933, the NFL expanded to ten teams and divided into two divisions. The division winners met in a scheduled championship game to determine the NFL champion. The 1932 NFL Playoff Game is also regarded as the first major indoor football game, a variation of American football with rules modified to make it suitable for play inside arenas.

	12/18/1932

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Portsmouth Spartans

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0


	Chicago Bears

	0

	0

	0

	9

	9



Scoring

	Team

	
	Bears

	Red Grange 2 yard pass from Bronko Nagurski (Tiny Engebretsen kick)


	Bears

	Safety, Wilson tackled in end zone



Source: Wikipedia

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1933 NFL Championship Game
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The 1933 National Football League Championship Game was the first scheduled championship game of the National Football League since its founding in 1920. It was played on December 17 at Wrigley Field in Chicago, and the attendance was estimated at 25,000. The game was between the champions of the league's newly created divisions: the Chicago Bears (10–2–1) of the Western Division and the New York Giants (11–3) of the Eastern Division. Chicago gained the home field due to a better winning percentage in the regular season; after this year the home field alternated, with the Eastern Division champion hosting in even-numbered years and the Western in odd. Chicago scored the winning touchdown with less than two minutes to go in the fourth quarter, capping a 23–21 victory.

The Bears went 10–2–1 and won the NFL's new Western Division, led by running backs Red Grange and Bronko Nagurski, and quarterbacked by Keith Molesworth. Nagurski and Grange combined for 810 yards rushing, and the game was the teams' third meeting of the season, with the Bears winning the teams' first regular-season match-up 14–10, and the Giants their second 3–0. Attendance for the game was 25,000, and before kickoff Newman informed officials he would be running several new trick plays in the game so they would not be confused when they saw them.

The Giants called their first trick play, which was similar to another that was invented much later, early in the first quarter. A shift allowed Mel Hein, the team's center, to be an eligible receiver, but instead of passing the ball to him, after the snap, Newman handed it back to him and, pretending he still had it, dropped back as though he was going to pass. Hein, with the ball hidden under his jersey, ran from the Bears 45-yard line to their 15. Hein may have been able to gain more yards, but when he saw the open field in front of him he sprinted toward the goal line instead of waiting for his blockers like he was supposed to. The Giants were unable to score on this drive, as Chicago's defense tightened and they missed a field goal. Jack Manders kicked a field goal late in the first quarter, and another in the middle of the second quarter to give the Bears a 6–0 lead. 

[image: Bears Are 1933 Nfl Champions Photograph by Underwood Archives]New York responded with a drive in which a 30 yard run ball to Newman who then passed it back to Strong for a touchdown. Strong kicked the extra point making the game 21–16 Giants. Chicago drove to the New York 36-yard line on the ensuing drive, and Nagurski again attempted a jump pass. This time the Giants were ready for the play but were fooled when the receiver, Bill Hewitt, who they were prepared to tackle, lateraled the ball to Karr, who ran 31 yards for the touchdown with under two minutes remaining. Their successful extra point attempt gave them a 23–21 lead. 

The Giants drove to their own 40-yard line on the game's final drive, but running back Dale Burnett missed a wide open Hein on another trick play. Burnett threw a wobbly pass to Hein who was standing uncovered on the Bears 30-yard line. On the game's final play Grange tackled Badgro before he could complete the lateral portion of the hook and ladder play New York was attempting. Grange diagnosed the play correctly, and wrapped up Badgro's arms rather than his legs so he could not pitch the ball to Burnett.

	12/17/1933

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	New York Giants

	0

	7

	7

	7

	21


	Chicago Bears

	3

	3

	10

	7

	23



Scoring

	Team

	
	Bears

	Jack Manders 16 yard field goal


	Bears

	Jack Manders 40 yard field goal


	Giants

	Red Badgro 29 yard pass from Harry Newman (Ken Strong kick)


	Bears

	Jack Manders 28 yard field goal


	Giants

	Max Krause 1 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)


	Bears

	Bill Karr 8 yard pass from Bronko Nagurski (Jack Manders kick)


	Giants

	Ken Strong 8 yard pass from Harry Newman (Ken Strong kick)


	Bears

	Bill Karr 19 yard touchdown on a lateral (Carl Brumbaugh kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1934 NFL Championship Game {“Sneakers Game”}
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The 1934 National Football League Championship Game, also known as the Sneakers Game, was played at the Polo Grounds in New York City on December 9, it was the first title game for the newly created Ed Thorp Memorial Trophy. With a remarkable fourth quarter, the New York Giants defeated the Chicago Bears 30–13.

[image: 1934 NFL Championship Game]The defending champion Bears entered the game undefeated at 13–0, with an 18-game winning streak. The Giants (8–5) won consecutive division titles, but had lost their final regular season game at Philadelphia. The Bears were favored to repeat as champions. 

A freezing rain the night before the game froze the Polo Grounds field. After Giants end Ray Flaherty remarked to head Coach Steve Owen that sneakers would provide better footing on the frozen playing surface, Owen sent his friend Abe Cohen, a tailor who assisted on the Giants sideline, to Manhattan College to get some sneakers. There, Brother Jasper, the athletic director (and the later namesake of the Manhattan Jaspers) emptied the lockers of the school's basketball team. Cohen arrived in the third quarter with nine pairs of basketball sneakers from the college. 

The Bears led 10–3 at the half when the Giants switched to the basketball sneakers. A Chicago field goal was the only score in the third quarter, extending the lead to ten points. Early in the fourth, Giants quarterback Ed Danowski threw a touchdown pass to Ike Frankian to close the score to 13–10. (The pass was initially intercepted at the Bears' 2-yard line, but Frankian then grabbed the ball out of the defender's hands.) On the next New York drive, running back Ken Strong scored on a 42-yard touchdown run. Later an 11-yard run by Strong was turned into another touchdown for the Giants, and they scored for a final time on Danowski's 9-yard run, a fourth unanswered touchdown. New York outscored the Bears 27–0 in the fourth quarter to win 30–13.

Many of the participants have been interviewed since the game took place, most notably Bronko Nagurski of the Bears and Mel Hein of the Giants. Generally, players from both sides have attributed the Giants' second-half dominance to their selection of footwear. As Nagurski put it later, "We immediately said something was wrong because they suddenly had good footing and we didn't...they just out-smarted us." A mini-documentary of the game, narrated by Pat Summerall, can be seen in the 1987 video "Giants Among Men." NFL Films named the game the #8 bad weather game of all time, and in 2019, it was named the #62 greatest game in NFL history.

	12/9/1934

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Chicago Bears

	0

	10

	3

	0

	13


	New York Giants

	3

	0

	0

	27

	30



Scoring

	Team

	
	Giants

	Ken Strong 38 yard field goal


	Bears

	Bronko Nagurski 1 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)


	Bears

	Jack Manders 17 yard field goal


	Bears

	Jack Manders 24 yard field goal


	Giants

	Ike Frankian 28 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ken Strong kick)


	Giants

	Ken Strong 42 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)


	Giants

	Ken Strong 11 yard rush


	Giants

	Ed Danowski 9 yard rush (Bo Molenda kick)



Source: Wikipedia

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1935 NFL Championship Game
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The 1935 National Football League Championship game was the third National Football League (NFL) title game, held December 15 at University of Detroit Stadium (Titan Stadium) in Detroit, Michigan. The 1935 champion of the Western Division was the Detroit Lions (7–3–2) and the champion of the Eastern Division was the New York Giants (9–3). 

The Giants, coached by Steve Owen, were in their third straight title game and were defending champions, while the Lions (coached by George "Potsy" Clark) were in their first title game, three years removed from their nailbiting loss in the indoor 1932 NFL Playoff Game as the Portsmouth Spartans.

The weather in Detroit for the game was gray, wet, and windy, and the field at the University of Detroit's Titan Stadium was sloppy. The Lions took the opening kickoff and drove down field. They were helped by two long passing plays, including one from Gutowsky that hit Danowski, playing defense, in the chest and was caught by end Ed Klewicki. Gutowsky capped the 61-yard drive with a two-yard touchdown run and Presnell kicked the extra point for the 7-0 lead. After another Lions touchdown, the Lions had a 13-0 lead, but the Giants cut the lead to 6. However, two touchdowns in the fourth quarter sealed the 26-7 victory for the Lions, their first NFL Championship.

	12/15/1935

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	New York Giants

	0

	7

	0

	0

	7


	Detroit Lions

	13

	0

	0

	13

	26



[image: 1935 NFL Championship Game Lions vs. Giants Program.... Football ...]Scoring

	Team

	
	Lions

	Ace Gutowsky 2 yard rush (Glenn Presnell kick)


	Lions

	Dutch Clark 40 yard rush


	Giants

	Ken Strong 42 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ken Strong kick)


	Lions

	Ernie Caddel 4 yard rush (Dutch Clark kick)


	Lions

	Buddy Parker 4 yard rush



Source: Wikipedia
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1936 NFL Championship Game
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Green Bay's mighty, dazzling air minded Packers mounted the throne of professional football at the Polo Grounds Sunday afternoon with a smashing 21 to 6 victory over the Boston Redskins.  It was a battle between champions of the western and eastern divisions of the league and paid off not only in that intangible thing called the "title" but also in a crack at the college all-stars in Chicago next September - and that means money.

With irresistible fury and a spectacular pass attack engineered by Arnie Herber the Packers literally overwhelmed their rivals from the city of beans and culture. Through most of the first half, which ended 7 to 6, it was very much a ball game, the kind everybody around here predicted it would be, but it was little more than a rout the second half. The deadly arrows with which these men of Lambeau almost literally shot their way into the western division championship also rained their death all over the field here and Boston couldn't do anything about it. Bedraggled and disorganized, the Redskins dragged themselves off the field at the finish, a thoroughly chastened ball club.

Despite the fact the game was played on neutral grounds, it attracted a paid attendance of 29,545 and a gate of $33,741. In rough estimates, each of the winning Packers, who voted to split their end into 30 shares, will receive about $250 for their day's work and each of the Redskins about $180. A perfect day for football, after almost a week of rain, helped bring out the crowd. The field, although it dried out under Sunday morning's sun, was heavy.

Herber hurled his arrows all over the field, tossing 23 of them in the course of the afternoon, and while he completed only nine, which is only an ordinary average for him, he and his receivers made the nine pay. The first touchdown was directly a result of a 40-yard pass, Herber to Hutson; the second was also directly the result of a pass, Herber to Gantenbein, and the third was scored after a series of passes had helped swing the play deep into Boston territory. Hutson scored the first touchdown, Gantenbein the second and Monnett the third.

[image: 1936 NFL Championship Game]The Packers scored their first touchdown in five minutes on one of their copyrighted dazzling pass plays, Herber to Hutson. A fumble by Riley Smith which Gordon recovered on Boston's 46-yard line gave them position and in three plays they hung up seven points. Sauer picked up only two at right tackle on the first and Hinkle only two at center on the second, but on the third down Herber faded back 10 yards, unfurled a forward pass that Hutson pulled in over his shoulder and the ball was home. Hutson with his beautiful change of pace, out-maneuvered Riley Smith in the race down the field and had a five-yard lead as he took the pass on the 15. The rest of the race to the goal was simple. Ernie Smith, with Herber holding, added the extra point on a placement.

At such a turn of affairs the highly keyed Redskins couldn't help but feel enraged and they quickly stepped out to even up matters. They took the kick-off, swapped punts and then with the ball on their own 22-yard line, after the exchange, drove 78 yards straight down the field. Rentner, on two digs at the line, first picked up 12 and a long, lazy pass, Irwin to Justice, picked up 32 more and brought the ball to Green Bay's 34. There was no stopping the men of Flaherty here and in seven more plays, they had their touchdown. A pass, Irwin to Millner picked up 10 yards, Battles and Irwin also added 10, and Rentner and Irwin on two more plays planted the ball on the two-yard line. Rentner needed only one more play to lug the ball home. With Rentner holding, Riley Smith missed the extra point - his first failure incidentally in the last 15 attempts.

With the ball on the 26 after the kick-off, Herber first passed down the middle to Gantenbein for 14 and then uncorked a 60-yard pass on first down that the irrepressible Johnny Blood took on the 10-yard line and carried to the four-yard line before Irwin forced him out of bounds. It was one of the grandest plays of the season. With the goal only four yards away, however, the Packers vainly pounded the Boston line and on fourth down still had the same four yards to go. But again they took to the air and with one deft shot, a short pass over the line, Herber to Gantenbein, they scored. Engebretsen added the extra point. It didn't take long, in a ball game that had taken this kind of turn, for the Packers to hang up touchdown No. 3. A punt of Riley Smith's that Evans blocked on the 20-yard line and that the fleet Hutson recovered on the two-yard line gave them position and in two plays they scored. On the first Hinkle rammed into center for one and on the second, with Boston massed to stop a similar charge, Monnett wheeled wide around left end for the touchdown. Smith again added the extra point.

[image: Program Cover from 1936 NFL Championship | Pro Football Hall of ...]The game here took on the proportions of a rout and the Packers quickly manufactured touchdown No. 4, although it didn't count because of a questionable offside. Gantenbein took a short pass in the flat and on a clever run, carried it 25 yards across the goal. Again, a few minutes later, the Packers got a first down in scoring zones when Ernie Smith blocked another of Riley Smith's kicks and Paulekas recovered on Boston's 14. But three times an inch or so spoiled a pass that might have paid and the Redskins got the ball.

	12/13/1936

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Boston Redskins

	0

	6

	0

	0

	6


	Green Bay Packers

	7

	0

	7

	7

	21



Scoring

	Team

	
	Packers

	Don Hutson 48 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Ernie Smith kick)


	Redskins

	Pug Rentner 2 yard rush


	Packers

	Milt Gantenbein 8 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Ernie Smith kick)


	Packers

	Bob Monnett 2 yard rush (Tiny Engebretsen kick)



Source: Packersnews.com
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1937 NFL Championship Game
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The 1937 National Football League Championship Game was the fifth championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held December 12 at Wrigley Field in Chicago with an attendance of 15,878. The game featured the Western Division champions Chicago Bears (9–1–1) and the Eastern Division champions Washington Redskins (8–3).

Prior to the 1937 season, Redskins owner George Preston Marshall moved the team from Boston to his hometown of Washington, D.C.. The Boston Redskins won the Eastern Division title the previous season, but attendances were very poor in Boston, which forced Marshall to move the 1936 NFL Championship Game from Fenway Park to the Polo Grounds in New York City. The Redskins selected quarterback Sammy Baugh from TCU in the first round of the 1937 NFL draft, and the rookie led the league in passing with a then-record 81 pass completions, and Redskins halfback Cliff Battles led the NFL in rushing with 874 yards.

The Bears had a nine-win season under head coach George Halas, the last for Bears great Bronko Nagurski (other than a brief, one-year return to the Bears in 1943). Baugh stated that the field conditions were, in his words "the worst field I ever saw. The field had been torn up the previous week, and it froze solid with jagged clods sticking up. I've never seen so many people get cut up in a football game.”  Learning from the "Sneakers" game of 1934, both teams were prepared with a supply of basketball shoes in case of slippery field conditions. The temperature at kickoff in Chicago was 24 °F.

The Redskins scored first when Baugh led the team down to the Chicago 7-yard line, where he slipped the ball to Battles on a reverse for the game's first touchdown. The Bears came back, however, as halfback Jack Manders scored the next fourteen points for the Bears: a touchdown run, a touchdown pass reception, and two extra points. Chicago led 14–7 at halftime. 

Baugh took over in the second half, mixing short and long passes, shredding the Bears defense. (Baugh would finish the game 18-for-33 passing, for 335 yards; he had led the league in 1937 with an average of 102.5 yards passing per game.) Even using five defensive linemen (most teams used six at the time) and a sixth defensive back, the Bears could not stop the Redskins passing attack. In the fourth quarter, the score was tied 21–21, before Baugh threw a 35-yard touchdown strike to Redskins wingback Ed Justice to take the lead for good, 28–21. An expected attendance of 40,000 was not reached due the week's poor weather, which kept it under 16,000. Each player on the winning Redskins team received $225, while the Bears received $127 each.

	12/12/1937

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Washington Redskins

	7

	0

	7

	14

	28


	Chicago Bears

	7

	7

	7

	0

	21



Scoring

	Team

	
	Redskins

	Cliff Battles 7 yard rush (Riley Smith kick)


	Bears

	Jack Manders 10 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)


	Bears

	Jack Manders 37 yard pass from Bernie Masterson (Jack Manders kick)


	Redskins

	Wayne Millner 55 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)


	Bears

	Eggs Manske 4 yard pass from Bernie Masterson (Jack Manders kick)


	Redskins

	Wayne Millner 78 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)


	Redskins

	Ed Justice 35 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Riley Smith kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1938 NFL Championship Game
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The 1938 National Football League Championship Game was the sixth championship game played in the National Football League (NFL). It was played on December 11 at the Polo Grounds in New York City, with an attendance of 48,120, a record crowd for a title game. 

The game matched the New York Giants (8–2–1), champions of the Eastern Division, against the Western Division champion Green Bay Packers (8–3–0). The Giants had won the regular season game with Green Bay 15–3 at the Polo Grounds three weeks earlier on November 20, but Green Bay was without hall of fame end Don Hutson; there was no clear favorite for the title game. 

This was the Giants' fourth championship game appearance, their previous victory was in the famous "Sneakers game" of 1934 and they were runners-up in 1933 and 1935. It was the Packers' second trip, winning in 1936. New York also won the 1927 NFL title when the championship was awarded to the team with the best season record. Green Bay had similarly won three straight league titles in 1929, 1930, and 1931.

After trailing two points at halftime, Green Bay took the lead in the third quarter with a short field goal, but New York responded with a touchdown and held on through a scoreless fourth quarter to win, 23–17. With the victory, the Giants became the first team to win two championship games since the league split into two divisions in 1933. The two teams met again in the title game the following year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with different results.

The victory earned each winning Giant player $504 and each Packer $368.

	12/11/1938

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Green Bay Packers

	0

	14

	3

	0

	17


	New York Giants

	9

	7

	7

	0

	23



[image: 1938 NFL Championship Game]Scoring

	Team

	
	Giants

	Ward Cuff 14 yard field goal


	Giants

	Tuffy Leemans 6 yard rush


	Packers

	Carl Mulleneaux 40 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Tiny Engebretsen kick)


	Giants

	Charles Barnard 21 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ward Cuff kick)


	Packers

	Clarke Hinkle 1 yard rush (Tiny Engebretsen kick)


	Packers

	Tiny Engebretsen 15 yard field goal


	Giants

	Hank Soar 23 yard pass from Ed Danowski (Ward Cuff kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1939 NFL Championship Game
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The 1939 National Football League Championship Game was the seventh league championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held on December 10 at Wisconsin State Fair Park in West Allis, Wisconsin, a suburb west of Milwaukee.

The New York Giants (9–1–1) were the defending champions and traveled west to Wisconsin to play the Western Division champion Green Bay Packers (9–2). The teams had met in the previous year's title game in New York City, which the Giants won by six points, but did not play each other in the 1939 regular season. For the title game in Wisconsin, the Packers were favored by ten points. 

The host Packers scored a touchdown in the first quarter and led 7–0 at halftime. They dominated in the second half to win 27–0 and secure their fifth title—two more than any other franchise. At the time, it was the highest attended sporting event in the Milwaukee area. 

The "Dairy Bowl" football stadium was dedicated at halftime with the breaking of a bottle of milk. On hand were Governor Julian Heil and Mayor Daniel Hoan of Milwaukee.

The Packers moved the game from Green Bay to the larger metropolitan area of Milwaukee in hopes of increasing attendance; 32,279 paid to watch. The gross gate receipts of $83,510.35 set a new record. 

The title game tickets went on sale at noon on Monday, six days before the game, in both Green Bay and Milwaukee and were nearly sold out in the first 24 hours. Face value prices ranged from $1.10 to $4.40 per seat.

The gate was distributed as follows:

	The Packers took $23,231.06 and the players each received $703.97 ($23,231.01 total)

	The Giants received $15,487.37 and their 34 players each got $455.57 ($15,489.38)


	12/10/1939

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0


	Green Bay Packers

	(-10.0)

	7

	0

	10

	10

	27



[image: 1939 NFL Championship Game]Scoring

	Team

	
	Packers

	Milt Gantenbein 7 yard pass from Arnie Herber (Tiny Engebretsen kick)


	Packers

	Tiny Engebretsen 29 yard field goal


	Packers

	Joe Laws 31 yard pass from Cecil Isbell (Tiny Engebretsen kick)


	Packers

	Ernie Smith 42 yard field goal


	Packers

	Ed Jankowski 1 yard rush (Ernie Smith kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1940 NFL Championship Game
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The 1940 National Football League Championship Game, was the eighth title game of the National Football League (NFL), played at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C. on December 8, with a sellout capacity attendance of 36,034. 

The Chicago Bears (8–3) of the Western Division met the Washington Redskins (9–2), champions of the Eastern Division. Neither team had played in the title game since 1937, when the Redskins won a close game at Chicago's Wrigley Field. For this game in Washington, the Bears entered as slight favorites. The Bears scored eleven touchdowns and won 73–0, the most one-sided victory in NFL history. The game was broadcast on radio by Mutual Broadcasting System, the first NFL title game broadcast nationwide.

Washington had defeated Chicago 7–3 in a regular season game three weeks earlier in Washington. After the contest, Redskins owner George Preston Marshall told reporters that the Bears were crybabies and quitters when the going got tough. As the Bears prepared for the rematch, Chicago head Coach George Halas fired up his team by showing them newspaper articles containing Marshall's comments.

The Bears controlled the game right from the start, using the T formation as their primary offensive strategy. On their second play from scrimmage, running back Bill Osmanski ran 68 yards for a touchdown. Washington then marched to the Chicago 26-yard line on their ensuing drive, but wide receiver Charlie Malone dropped a sure touchdown pass in the end zone that would have tied the game. The field goal attempt on 4th down was missed as well. Later in the first quarter, Bears quarterback Sid Luckman scored on a 1-yard touchdown run to increase the lead 14–0. On their third drive, Joe Maniaci ran 42 yards for the Bears' third touchdown of the game.

[image: Chicago Bears blow out Washington 73-0 in 1940 to win NFL title in ...]The Bears held a 28–0 halftime lead and then continued to crush the Redskins, scoring 45 points during the second half. After Halas took the team's starters out, the backup players continued to pile on the points. The Bears ended up recording 501 total yards on offense, 382 total rushing yards, and 8 interceptions—returning 3 for touchdowns, all in the third quarter. So many footballs were kicked into the stands after touchdowns that officials asked Halas to run or pass for the point after touchdown on the last two touchdowns 

This game also marked the last time that an NFL player (Bears end Dick Plasman) played without a helmet. Reportedly, after the final gun went off, a sports writer jokingly yelled, "Marshall just shot himself!" Marshall's only statement to the press was, "We needed a 50 man line against their power." Redskins quarterback Sammy Baugh was interviewed after the game, and a sportswriter asked him whether the game would have been different had Malone not dropped the tying touchdown pass. Baugh reportedly quipped, "Sure. The final score would have been 73–7."

As of 2019, Chicago's 73 points is the most scored by one team in any NFL game, regular season or postseason. The net gate receipts from the sellout were over $102,000, a record, and each Bear player received $874 while each Redskin saw $606

	12/8/1940

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Chicago Bears

	(-1.0)

	21

	7

	26

	19

	73


	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0



Scoring

	Team

	
	Bears

	Bill Osmanski 68 yard rush (Jack Manders kick)


	Bears

	Sid Luckman 1 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Joe Maniaci 42 yard rush (Phil Martinovich kick)


	Bears

	Ken Kavanaugh 30 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Hampton Pool 15 yard interception return (Dick Plasman kick)


	Bears

	Ray Nolting 23 yard rush


	Bears

	George McAfee 34 yard interception return (Joe Stydahar kick)


	Bears

	Bulldog Turner 24 yard interception return


	Bears

	Harry Clarke 44 yard rush


	Bears

	Gary Famiglietti 2 yard rush (Joe Maniaci pass from Solly Sherman)


	Bears

	Harry Clarke 1 yard rush (pass failed)



Source: Wikipedia

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1941 Western Conference Playoff Game
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Prior to the title game, the Western Division champion needed to be determined. The defending NFL champion Chicago Bears (10–1) had ended the regular season on December 7 tied with the Green Bay Packers (10–1), the 1939 NFL champions. The two had split their season series in 1941, with the road teams winning, so the tiebreaker was the first-ever divisional playoff game in the NFL, played on December 14 at Wrigley Field.

The Packers had completed their regular season on November 30 and the playoff game was sold out by Tuesday, December 9, at over 46,484, with over 10,000 seats to Packer fans. Chicago was favored, and attendance on game day was slightly lower than capacity at 43,425, the week after Pearl Harbor. The Bears jumped to a 30–7 halftime lead under clear skies and 16 °F temperatures and easily won, 33–14.

The Bears were led by Hugh “Duke” Gallarneau, who returned a punt 81 yards for a touchdown and Norm Standlee who scored twice on short touchdown runs in the 2nd quarter.

	12/14/1941

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Green Bay Packers

	7

	0

	7

	0

	14


	Chicago Bears

	6

	24

	0

	3

	33



[image: SportsBlog :: All Funked Up :: Bears & Packers Play First NFL ...]Scoring

	Team

	
	Packers

	Clarke Hinkle 1 yard rush (Don Hutson kick)


	Bears

	Hugh Gallarneau 81 yard punt return


	Bears

	Bob Snyder 24 yard field goal


	Bears

	Norm Standlee 3 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)


	Bears

	Norm Standlee 2 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)


	Bears

	Bob Swisher 9 yard rush (Joe Stydahar kick)


	Packers

	Hal Van Every 10 yard pass from Cecil Isbell (Don Hutson kick)


	Bears

	Bob Snyder 26 yard field goal



Source: Wikipedia
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1941 NFL Championship Game
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The 1941 National Football League Championship Game was the ninth annual championship game of the National Football League (NFL), held at Wrigley Field in Chicago on December 21. Played two weeks after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the attendance was 13,341, the smallest ever to see an NFL title game.

Both the Bears and Giants were making their fifth appearances in the title game, and each had two victories. It was the third time the two teams matched up in the big game; the home teams had won both: the Bears in 1933 and the Giants in 1934. The Bears were favored by two touchdowns and 35,000 were expected to attend. The game time temperature was an unseasonably warm 47 °F. 

The hometown Bears kicked three field goals in the first half to lead 9–6 at the intermission. The Giants took the opening drive of the second half down to the five, but settled for a short field goal to tie the score. Chicago dominated the rest of the second half with four unanswered touchdowns and won 37–9. 

The Bears became the first team in the NFL championship game era (since 1933) to win consecutive titles; it was the franchise's fifth league title

Ray "Scooter" McLean elected to drop kick the extra point on the last touchdown, the last successful drop kick in the NFL for 64 years. Doug Flutie of the New England Patriots kicked one in his final regular season game, in the fourth quarter of the last game of the 2005 regular season on January 1, 2006.

With the extremely low attendance, the net gate receipts were a record low, under $42,000. Each Bear player received $431 while each Giant saw $288, less than half of the previous year. Ticket prices were $4.40 for the grandstand and $2.20 for bleachers.

Two players in the game, back Young Bussey of the Bears and end Jack Lummus of the Giants, were killed in action three years later in World War II, in early 1945. Navy lieutenant Bussey died in the Invasion of Lingayen Gulf in the Philippines and Marine lieutenant Lummus was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for valor at the Battle of Iwo Jima.

	12/21/1941

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	New York Giants

	
	6

	0

	3

	0

	9


	Chicago Bears

	(-14.0)

	3

	6

	14

	14

	37



Scoring

	Team

	
	Bears

	Bob Snyder 14 yard field goal


	Giants

	George Franck 31 yard pass from Tuffy Leemans


	Bears

	Bob Snyder 39 yard field goal


	Bears

	Bob Snyder 37 yard field goal


	Giants

	Ward Cuff 16 yard field goal


	Bears

	Norm Standlee 2 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Norm Standlee 7 yard rush (Joe Maniaci kick)


	Bears

	George McAfee 5 yard rush (Lee Artoe kick)


	Bears

	Ken Kavanaugh 42 yard fumble return (Ray McLean kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1942 NFL Championship Game
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The 1942 National Football League Championship Game was the tenth title game of the National Football League (NFL), played at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C. on December 13, with a sellout capacity attendance of 36,006. It matched the undefeated Western Division champion Chicago Bears (11–0) and the Eastern Division champion Washington Redskins (10–1). The Bears were co-coached by Hunk Anderson and Luke Johnsos (after George Halas had entered the U.S. Navy) and led on the field by quarterback Sid Luckman. The Redskins were led by head coach Ray Flaherty and quarterback Sammy Baugh.

[image: Sports | Enemy in the Mirror]Chicago had won easily in the summer exhibition game with Washington, but the teams had not met during the 1942 regular season. The Bears were aiming for their third consecutive league title and were favored by three touchdowns, but were upset 14–6 by the home underdog Redskins. 

Tickets were sold out three weeks in advance, and some were being resold for up to fifty dollars. This was the second and final NFL title game played at Griffith Stadium and in the city of Washington. The two teams met on the same site two years earlier with a far different result, as the visiting Bears won in a 73–0 rout.

The gate receipts from the sellout were over $113,000, a record, and each Redskin player received about $976 while each Bear saw about $639.

	12/13/1942

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Chicago Bears

	(-21.0)

	0

	6

	0

	0

	6


	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	7

	7

	0

	14



Scoring

	Team

	
	Bears

	Lee Artoe 50 yard fumble return


	Redskins

	Wilbur Moore 38 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)


	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1943 Eastern Conference Playoff Game
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The Eastern Conference Playoff game, the Redskins defeated the New York Giants at the Polo Grounds in a playoff game by a score of 28–0 to determine the champs of the east, after the teams ended the regular season with identical records. The Redskins had dropped their final three regular season games, including two to the Giants. Even though the Giants had swept the season series with Washington, the rules of the time called for a tiebreaker game.

Andrew Farkas led the Redskins with 3 rushing touchdowns. Quarterback “Slinging” Sammy Baugh completed 16-21-199 yards and a touchdown pass to Ted Lapka.

	12/19/1943

	
	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	14

	0

	14

	28


	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	0

	0



[image: https://www.bigblueinteractive.com/wp-content/uploads/Washington-Redskins-at-New-York-Giants-December-5-1943-1024x835.jpeg]Scoring

	Team

	
	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 2 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)


	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 2 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)


	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)


	Redskins

	Ted Lapka 11 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)
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1943 NFL Championship Game
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The 1943 National Football League Championship Game was the 11th annual title game of the National Football League (NFL), held at Wrigley Field in Chicago on December 26 with an attendance of 34,320. In a rematch of the previous year's game, the Western Division champion Chicago Bears (8–1–1) met the Eastern Division champion Washington Redskins (6–3–1).

The divisional playoff game pushed the championship game back to its latest ever date, and the late-December Chicago weather caused the game to be dubbed the "Ice Bowl.” The Bears were favored by a touchdown, and won by twenty points, 41–21. 

The crowd was smaller than the previous year's and well off the championship game record of 48,120 set in 1938, but the gross gate receipts of $120,500 set a record. In addition to the gate, radio broadcast rights to the game were sold for $5,000. 

The Bears were led by quarterback Sid Luckman while Sammy Baugh was the quarterback for the Redskins. The Redskins were coached by Dutch Bergman.

Bears Quarterback Sid Luckman led the way completing 15-27-286 yards and 5 touchdown passes.  Harry Clarke and Dante Magnani each caught two touchdown passes for the Bears.  Magnani caught four passes for 122 yards.  Redskins quarterback Sammy Baugh threw two touchdown passes.  Wilbur Moore caught five passes for 108 yards for the Redskins.  Andy Farkas scored two touchdowns, 1 rushing and 1 receiving.

The Chicago win marked the franchise's third championship in four seasons, their fourth since the institution of the NFL Championship Game in 1933, and their sixth championship overall.

Each player on the Bears took home $1,135 while each member of the Redskins got $754.

	12/26/1943

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Washington Redskins

	
	0

	7

	7

	7

	21


	Chicago Bears

	(-7.0)

	0

	14

	13

	14

	41



Scoring

	Team

	
	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 1 yard rush (Bob Masterson kick)


	Bears

	Harry Clarke 31 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Bronko Nagurski 3 yard rush (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Dante Magnani 36 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Dante Magnani 66 yard pass from Sid Luckman


	Redskins

	Andy Farkas 17 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Bob Masterson kick)


	Bears

	Jim Benton 26 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)


	Bears

	Harry Clarke 10 yard pass from Sid Luckman (Bob Snyder kick)


	Redskins

	Joe Aguirre 25 yard pass from Sammy Baugh (Joe Aguirre kick)



Source: Wikipedia

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1944 NFL Championship Game
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The 1944 National Football League Championship Game was the 12th National Football League (NFL) title game. The game was played on December 17 at the Polo Grounds in New York City, and the attendance was 46,016. The game featured the Green Bay Packers (8–2), champions of the Western Division versus the Eastern Division champion New York Giants (8–1–1). 

The Packers were led by longtime head coach Curly Lambeau and its stars were running back Ted Fritsch, end Don Hutson, and quarterback Irv Comp. The Giants were led by head coach Steve Owen. They also had running back Bill Paschal and former Packers quarterback Arnie Herber as well as a dominant defense. The Packers were slight favorites, despite the Giants' 24–0 shutout win four weeks earlier. Prior to the game, the Packers had spent over a week preparing in Charlottesville, Virginia. The Packers completed their regular season on November 26, the Giants on December 10.

Green Bay scored two touchdowns in the second quarter then yielded one early in the fourth to win 14-7 for their sixth and final league title under Lambeau, their first since 1939. Joe Laws led the Packers with 74 yards on 13 carries.  Giants quarterback Arnie Herber completed 8-22-117 yards, but threw 4 interceptions.

The Packers did not return to the title game for 16 years, and won the following year in 1961, the first of five titles in seven seasons in the 1960s under head coach Vince Lombardi.

The players' shares were the highest to date: each Packer player received about $1,500 while each Giant saw about $900.

	12/17/1944

	Line

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Green Bay Packers

	(-1.0)

	0

	14

	0

	0

	14


	New York Giants

	
	0

	0

	0

	7

	7



[image: 1944 NFL Championship Game]Scoring

	Team

	
	Packers

	Ted Fritsch 1 yard rush (Don Hutson kick)


	Packers

	Ted Fritsch 28 yard pass from Irv Comp (Don Hutson kick)


	Giants

	Ward Cuff 1 yard rush (Ken Strong kick)



Source: Wikipedia
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1945 NFL Championship Game

[image: ]


The 1945 National Football League Championship Game was the 13th National Football League (NFL) championship game. The Cleveland Rams defeated the Washington Redskins, 15–14, at Cleveland Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio, on December 16. 

This was the last game before the Rams moved west to Los Angeles, California. One play which provided the Rams' margin of victory led to a significant rule change in professional football. Additionally, it was the coldest NFL championship game up to that time, with a temperature of −8 °F.

In the first quarter, the Redskins had the ball at their own 5-yard line. Dropping back into the end zone, quarterback Sammy Baugh threw, but the ball hit the goal post (which at the time were on the goal line instead of at the back of the end zone) and bounced back to the ground in the end zone. Under the rules at the time, this was ruled as a safety and thus gave the Rams a 2–0 lead. 

In the second quarter, Baugh suffered bruised ribs and was replaced by Frank Filchock. Filchock threw a 38-yard touchdown pass to Steve Bagarus to give the Redskins a 7–2 lead. But the Rams scored just before halftime when rookie quarterback Bob Waterfield threw a 37-yard touchdown pass to Jim Benton. Waterfield's ensuing extra point was partially blocked, with the ball teetering on the crossbar, but it dropped over to give Cleveland a 9–7 lead. 

In the third quarter, the Rams increased their lead when Jim Gillette scored on a 44-yard touchdown reception, but this time the extra point was missed. The Redskins then came back to cut their deficit to 15–14 with Bob Seymour's 8-yard touchdown catch from Filchock. In the fourth quarter, Washington kicker Joe Aguirre missed two field goals attempts, of 46 and 31 yards, that could have won the game. But it was the safety that proved to be the margin of victory. Redskins owner George Preston Marshall was so upset with the outcome that he became a major force in passing the following major rule change after the season: A forward pass that strikes the goal posts is automatically ruled incomplete. This rule, which eventually became known as the "Baugh/Marshall Rule", remained in effect until 1974 when the moving of the goalposts back to the end line made it impossible to hit the goal posts with a legal forward pass, and thus made the rule dead letter.

Frank Filchock completed 8-14-172 yards and threw two touchdown passes for the Redskins. For the Rams, running back Jim Gillette rushed for 101 yards on 17 carries.  Quarterback Bob Waterfield completed 14-27-192 yards and threw two touchdown passes.

Total revenue generated by the championship game totaled $164,542, which included $15,081 for radio broadcast rights, a new record. Of this total, $95,261 was allotted to the players, resulting of winners' shares of about $1,409 per player for the victorious Rams and $902 per player for the losing Redskins.

	12/16/1945

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final

	Washington Redskins

	0

	7

	7

	0

	14


	Cleveland Rams

	2

	7

	6

	0

	15



Scoring

	Team

	
	Rams

	Safety, Baughs pass hit goal post


	Redskins

	Steve Bagarus 38 yard pass from Frank Filchock (Joe Aguirre kick)
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