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The presented analysis has been purely anchored on factual evidences available in the open and public domain- based information sources and utmost effort has been made to ensure fair play to present the most objective view of reality in the light of available facts. 

The opinions expressed throughout are purely author’s personal and the views & judgments presented are neither directed or targeted specifically at anyone nor meant as pontification of any sort and are solely based on objective assessment of prevailing situations, decisions & outcomes. 

The lenses used to view and analyze the series of events & key junctures have primarily been of political science, international relations, , geopolitics and history, which, invariably led to limiting the scope for deep dives to areas & angles to only relevant perspectives. 

The information and facts contained, herein, are believed to be correct at the time of publication but cannot be guaranteed. All the information presented has been derived from reliable sources, reasonably verified & has been presented purely & solely for informational purposes only. The views expressed throughout are based on broad analysis & assessments only and, thus, should not be substituted for professional advice & opinion of any kind prior to decision-making of any kind. The author expressly disclaims any and all liability to any person or entity pertaining to potential outcomes or consequences of any decisions or actions taken based on the contents of this publication. 

The analysis presented cites quotes, comments, statements and short excerpts from public reports; derived from public domain-based information sources; originating from multiple sources. The incorporation of these has been done throughout purely to provide readers with actual prevailing viewpoints, opinions & industry stakeholders’ take on the specific operating and/or strategic context being analyzed. The approach has also been taken for the readers to be able to fairly construct the contours of the subject matter clearly, review them, be able to form their own judgments, opinions & viewpoints and be able to explore the subject further by treading along the provided pathway & resources for digging deeper. 

The presented content contains generic information only and is not suitable for addressing specific or particular circumstances of any specific case or scenario. The content, thus, is not intended to be used as a basis for taking decisions of commercial or any other nature. The authors and the publisher disclaim all liabilities originating from the outcomes of the application of the presented content in real-life scenarios without duly conducting thorough due-diligence and without seeking professional advice & opinion from relevant subject matter experts. Also, this work is aimed at presenting the truths & inferences, based on analysis of publicly available facts & evidences and it does not intend to criticize or malign any specific individual, political party, institution, government agency/agencies or organization. It duly values and abides by all existing laws, norms, values, ideals and principles which enable governance and democracies work.

Lastly, and most importantly, the author does not have political, economic, religious or any other kind of affiliation with any political party, religious group, entity or institution and/or any lobby group of any kind anywhere in the world. This work is the creation of author’s independent effort based on his, personal & sole discretion and has not received backing, support, directions or funding of any kind from any individual, institution, entity or organization anywhere in the world for its creation or anything else.  
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"You have embarrassed us in the eyes of our children, humiliated us on the world stage and, worst of all, divided us as a nation", said Retired Navy Admiral William H. McRaven and former U.S. Special Operations Chief in 2017 about Trump, in front of the American media. 
Campaigning on the radical promises of MAGA & America First, sweeping domestic reforms & ending forever wars; Trump’s return to the White House for a second term in 2025 has so far been as destabilizing for America, as well as the entire world and the traditional world order, as it has proved to be disruptive & chaotic. After dismantling the global economic system & structures with his unnecessary trade wars and the use of trade as a weapon through 2025, Trump has effectively switched to the geopolitical arena in 2026.
Venezuela, in early 2026, was his maiden hunting ground followed by his undermining of NATO by issuing threats of capturing Greenland by force, deriding of the European NATO allies & abandoning them to stand up against Putin alone. Now, he has just stirred up the hornet’s nest in Iran, along with Netanyahu, to capitalize on a so called ‘historic opportunity’.
Trump’s radical weaponization of trade, overt imperialistic ambitions and geopolitical gambits & wars, thus, are clearly a paradox & a huge trade-off between opportunities to dismantle & reshape everything, ranging from trade systems, political regimes & the world order to suit his personal & America’s tastes & perceived interests, and the economic well being & welfare of billions across the world at large, including ordinary Americans. The analysis, herein, duly unravels as to how Trump’s actions are intended at serving the avarice & interests of America’s Oil & Gas industry moguls & American elites & ultra rich while putting millions of ordinary Americans and billions globally exposed to rising inflation, potential food shortages, stalling of economic growth & surging cost of living expenses.
––––––––
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Thus, the ‘Trump Card’ for America; as the right wing, ultra nationalists have been viewing it and termed it so far, without even knowing whether it is ‘Straight’ or ‘Reversed’ in its overall orientation for the nation; may end up becoming the ‘Fool Card’ for the ordinary Americans & billions of people across the world, as, seemingly, they are the ones who have been, so called, fooled by his promises of ending forever wars, sweeping economic reforms and anti-immigration crackdown, all of which, have, in turn, proved to be otherwise and more of a chimera so far and the outcome is clearly visible with 9 million Americans, 3% of the population, thronging all 50 American States in protests in late March against Trump’s authoritarian drift, heavy handedness in the name of anti-immigration crackdown led by ICE agents and the economic pain from the War in Iran.
History will forever judge Trump for his unorthodox policies, dangerous gambits, reckless & radical pursuits & extreme decisions in his second term now for trying to rewrite history geopolitically, dismantling trade & economic systems, sowing chaos and disrespecting the constitution & institutions, destroying the rules-based world order, undermining alliances & global security architecture, isolating America and repudiating international laws while simultaneously also serving the economic interests of a select few at the expense of the mere existence & well being of billions of ordinary people across the world fighting existentially for basics & mere survival at virtually the bottom of the economic pyramid...
Let’s do that exercise rather now here by unravelling the hidden motives, secret agendas and the ugly & ultimate truth behind his dramatic acts & antics even before history & the posterity get to do the same without getting trapped in and seeing right through his sprawling web of lies. The activity starts with a brief yet insightful recap & recollection of his original nomination for the presidential run in 2016; besides uncovering motivations, core agenda for the campaign as well as its progression to his ultimate victory, in addition, to analyzing and decrypting his first term in the White House followed by unravelling of the journey of his return for a second term; to be able to fully comprehend his explosive geopolitical & economic dismantling, while almost wielding a flamethrower, with a series of disruptive events happening now, 10 years later, in 2026...
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A Radical Pitch
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“I have joined the political arena so that the powerful can no longer beat up on people that cannot defend themselves. Nobody knows the system better than me, which is why I alone can fix it. I have seen firsthand how the system is rigged against our citizens. I'm with you, the American people. I am your voice. I will fight for you, and I will win for you. I make this promise—we will make America strong again. We will make America proud again. We will make America safe again. And we will make America great again. I have had a truly great life in business, but now my sole and exclusive mission is to go to work for our country, to go to work for you. It's time to deliver a victory for the American people” - Donald J. Trump, in his nomination acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention in July 22, 2016 

July 18-21, 2016 were truly a seminal set of days in the history of American politics; with almost as a Category 5 hurricane insidiously hitting America and the American people with the maximum possible intensity & disruptive impact without anyone sensing or even realizing its gravity, back then; with Donald J. Trump having secured his first presidential nomination with him officially becoming the Republican Party's Presidential candidate, during the July 2016 Republican National Convention held at the Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Campaigning on the promise of a disruptive, radical, sweeping and unprecedented change & reform in favour of the American people; he accused & castigated President Obama for having divided the American people by race and colour using the pulpit of the presidency while putting the blame of America’s economic issues & job cuts squarely on the unfavourable multilateral trade deals signed by his predecessors with other nations and the cost burden of securing the NATO & other allies being borne unfairly by America historically while putting the safety, security & violence issues on rampant illegal immigrants.  

Having launched his campaign on June 16, 2015, he formally locked up the presumptive nomination in May 2016 while making tall & mighty promises in his manifesto of addressing those raging issues while depicting them as historical injustices to the ordinary American people while projecting himself as their proverbial messiah with promises of radical disruption & change and ultimately succeeded in winning their trust with statements like, “My greatest compassion will be for our own struggling citizens”, after his remaining primary competitors suspended their campaigns eventually. 

Core Agenda

As discussed, Donald Trump chose to run for the 2016 presidential election out of the core premise and a strong personal belief that traditional politicians were failing the American people and had let America down and that his background as a successful businessman could rescue a struggling economy & restore national pride. 

Trump also selected then-Indiana Governor Mike Pence as his vice-presidential running mate. Trump went on to defeat a crowded field of 16 other major Republican candidates, securing the necessary convention delegates through a series of decisive primary victories in states like New York and Indiana. 

The primary factors and drivers that motivated his historic political run included:

	Populist Nationalism: Trump tapped into a growing sense of frustration among working-class Americans who felt left behind by globalization, free-trade agreements, and decades of professional politicians in Washington. He also brought out the issues of weakening law enforcement and surging crime rates at the RNC held in July 2016, “Decades of progress made in bringing down crime are now being reversed by this Administration’s rollback of criminal enforcement. Homicides last year increased by 17 percent in America’s fifty largest cities. That’s the largest increase in 25 years.” 

	Economic Frustration: He campaigned heavily on the idea that the U.S. economy was stagnant, focusing on the decline of American manufacturing and promising to renegotiate trade deals and create jobs under his "Make America Great Again" slogan. He commented at the RNC, “Nearly four in 10 African-American children are living in poverty, while 58 percent of African-American youth are not employed. Two million more Latinos are in poverty today than when the President Obama took his oath of office less than eight years ago. Another 14 million people have left the workforce entirely. Household incomes are down more than $4,000 since the year 2000, that's 16 years ago. Our trade deficit in goods reached nearly, think of this, our trade deficit is $800 billion, think of that, $800 billion last year alone.” He also pointed out, “Our roads and bridges are falling apart, our airports are Third World condition, and forty-three million Americans are on food stamps.” He also promised sweeping tax reforms, “I have proposed the largest tax reduction of any candidate who has declared for the presidential race this year – Democrat or Republican. Middle-income Americans will experience profound relief, and taxes will be greatly simplified for everyone I mean everyone. Excessive regulation is costing our country as much as $2 trillion a year, and we will end it very, very quickly.” 

	Immigration and Border Security: He advocated for stricter controls on both legal and illegal immigration, proposing a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border, which became a signature policy issue that galvanized his base. He said, “Nearly 180,000 illegal immigrants with criminal records, ordered deported from our country, are tonight roaming free to threaten peaceful citizens. The number of new illegal immigrant families who have crossed the border so far this year already exceeds the entire total from 2015. They are being released by the tens of thousands into our communities with no regard for the impact on public safety or resources.”

	Criticism of Trade Deals: Trump even blamed trade deals signed by his predecessors as being responsible for American economy’s predicament with his comment, “America has lost nearly-one third of its manufacturing jobs since 1997, following the enactment of disastrous trade deals supported by Bill and Hillary Clinton. Remember it was Bill Clinton who signed NAFTA, one of the worst economic deals every made by our country or frankly any other country.” He also proposed to take on China and revamp NAFTA, “Our horrible trade agreements with China and many others, will be totally renegotiated. That includes renegotiating NAFTA to get a much better deal for America.”

	Anti-Establishment Sentiment: Trump uniquely positioned himself as an outsider who was not beholden to special interests or political correctness. He appealed to voters who were dissatisfied with both the Democratic status-quo and the traditional Republican establishment. He also blamed Obama for letting the U.S. national debt double to $19 trillion (which, by the way, stands at $39 trillion now in the Trump era 2.0, as of May 2026).

	Criticism of Iran Nuclear Deal: Trump also criticized Obama’s nuclear deal signed with Iran in 2015 by claiming that it gave $150 billion back to Iran while achieving nothing for America in return. Trump categorically said about the deal, “This was a horrible, one-sided deal that should never, ever have been made.” and, unsurprisingly, this policy position of his led to the scuttling of the JCPOA within the first year of his first term leading to the onset of hostilities between the two nations while putting them firmly on a collision course which have culminated in the outbreak of the latest U.S.-Israel-Iran War in February 2026. 


Broad & Wide Campaign Support

Trump’s first presidential election campaign in 2016 received far & wide support from individuals, organizations as well as institutions. Sheldon Adelson was Donald Trump’s largest individual donor during the 2016 presidential election, contributing millions to his campaign and inauguration. Other major financial backers included high-profile billionaires and corporate political action committees (PACs). 

Trump’s top supporters in 2016 Presidential Election Campaign included the following key individuals and organizations: 

	Sheldon Adelson: The Las Vegas Sands billionaire was Trump’s largest financial backer, contributing heavily to his campaign, inauguration, and legal defense funds.

	Rebekah Mercer: The hedge fund billionaire and her family were major contributors who also aligned closely with Trump's campaign strategists.

	Betsy DeVos & Todd Ricketts: Key Republican mega-donors who contributed significantly to Trump's outside political groups and the broader GOP.

	Maurice "Hank" Greenberg & Steve Feinberg: Respective CEOs of AIG and Cerberus Capital Management, who provided early financial support.

	Linda McMahon: The wrestling magnate was another major contributor to Trump's political efforts. 


In addition to individuals, several corporate entities and their associated Political Action Committees (PACs) were top contributors: 

	Renaissance Technologies: Employees and the PAC of the prominent hedge fund donated over $15.5 million.

	McMahon Ventures: Contributed over $6 million.

	The Walt Disney Company: Employees and corporate PACs contributed approximately $5 million.

	GH Palmer Assoc. & Beal Bank: Each contributed over $2 million to support the campaign.


Victory and Advent to the White House

Donald Trump went on to ultimately defeat Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential election held just a couple of months later in November 2016 by securing a decisive victory in the Electoral College (304 to 227 electoral votes). He achieved the historic & almost unexpected victory by flipping the "Rust Belt," capitalizing on anti-establishment populism, and mobilizing working-class voters while simultaneously depressing Clinton's voter turnout in key swing states. 

Key Enablers That Ensured & Secured Trump’s Victory:

	Flipping the "Blue Wall": Trump narrowly carried three traditionally Democratic industrial states—Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin—by razor-thin margins. These states were instrumental in pushing him past the required 270 electoral votes, despite losing the national popular vote.

	Working-Class Appeal: Trump's messaging heavily focused on bringing back manufacturing jobs, renegotiating trade deals, and stricter immigration control. This resonated deeply with white, non-college-educated, and working-class voters who felt left behind by globalization and economic shifts.

	Anti-Establishment Sentiment: Voters were experiencing deep fatigue with the political status quo. As a political outsider and successful businessman, Trump successfully framed Hillary Clinton as a career politician and the ultimate symbol of the Washington establishment.

	Base Mobilization and Low Democratic Turnout: While Trump maintained a highly enthusiastic and loyal voter base, Clinton struggled to generate the same level of energy and turnout in urban centers that Barack Obama had achieved in previous elections.
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Russian Meddling Accusations

Trump’s victory in the 2016 presidential elections was not without controversy with allegations of Russian meddling in the elections underscoring Trump’s win. The Russian state-backed interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election was, in fact, a multi-faceted operation directed by Russian President Vladimir Putin to undermine public faith in the democratic process and support Donald Trump's candidacy. 

Extensive subsequent investigations by the U.S. Intelligence Community and the bipartisan Senate Intelligence Committee even confirmed that the Russian government carried out cyberattacks and conducted extensive social media disinformation campaigns to influence the outcome of the election in favour of Trump as Putin believed that Trump’s advent would be more favourable for Russia.

Key Methods used by Russia for Elections Interference

	Hacking and Leaking: Russian military intelligence (GRU) hacked the servers of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and the campaign of Hillary Clinton. Stolen emails were strategically released through entities like WikiLeaks to damage Clinton's campaign which was leveraged & exploited strategically by the Trump campaign to malign & undermine his opponent Clinton’s campaign.

	Social Media Influence: The Internet Research Agency (IRA), a Russian "troll farm," engaged in "digital astroturfing" by using automated bots and fake accounts to spread polarized content and false information directed against & targeting Clinton’s campaign with the intent of sabotaging it.

	Voter Database Probing: Russian actors even probed state election databases and infrastructure across multiple U.S. states to identify vulnerabilities, though there is no evidence that any vote tallies were actually modified or tampered with.


Investigation Findings

	The Mueller Report: Special Counsel Robert Mueller's subsequent investigation concluded that while Russia interfered extensively, there was insufficient evidence to charge Trump campaign members with a criminal conspiracy in complicity with Russia.

	Senate Intelligence Committee: This bipartisan committee’s investigation report identified campaign chairman, Paul Manafort, as a "grave counterintelligence threat" due to his ties with a Russian intelligence officer, Constantine Kilimnik.

	Indictments: The U.S. Department of Justice even indicted 12 Russian intelligence officers for their direct roles in hacking and disseminating stolen information. 


The operation's goals evolved gradually from generally undermining American democracy initially to specifically targeting & harming Hillary Clinton and aiding Donald Trump, whom Putin believed would be more favourable to Russian interests, such as the easing of sanctions already imposed against Russia. While the interference was widespread, investigators did not reach a definitive conclusion on whether these efforts ultimately impacted or changed the outcome of the election.
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America's Tryst with Turbulence
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“Trump's victory has come almost as a kind of a class rebellion against people like us, educated professionals who live in cities, who have cosmopolitan views about a lot of things”. He further said, “Such elites, owing to their disconnect with people, failed to see the rising white middle class woes against capitalism which fail to enrich their lives further, and the breeding of inequality, cultural divide owing to large scale immigration (mainly African-Americans and Hispanics), working class rising against job displacement to others’ and the information revolution led by social media” – Fareed Zakaria, American Political Scientist and the Author of bestselling book ‘The Post-American World and the Rise of the Rest’. 

Donald Trump's first presidential term (2017–2021) was marked by major legislative victories, a reshaping of the federal judiciary, and a sharp pivot to an "America First" foreign and economic policy. Key aspects of his economic, judicial, domestic, and international actions undertaken through the course of his first term included:- 

Economic & Trade Policies

	Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (2017): Trump signed the largest overhaul of the U.S. tax code in decades, which permanently slashed the corporate tax rate and temporarily lowered individual income tax rates.

	Deregulation: Trump effectively rolled-back numerous environmental regulations and financial rules (including a partial repeal of the Dodd–Frank Act) to spur business investment as part of efforts to boost the American economy.

	USMCA: Trump renegotiated the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada & Mexico, effectively replacing it with the new United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement (USMCA) to update overall trade rules and to incentivize domestic manufacturing within America.

	Trade Wars: Trump initiated massive trade wars against EU & China and imposed sweeping tariffs on Steel & Aluminium and Chinese goods to make their imports into America uncompetitive, thereby, leading to imposition of retaliatory tariffs from China, the EU, and neighbouring countries.  

	Scuttling of the JCPOA: Trump also scrapped the Iran Nuclear Deal, JCPOA, in 2018 which had been signed by the Obama Administration in 2015 after years of tough negotiations & nuclear diplomacy with Iran as Trump believed that it undermined American interests and that Iran shouldn’t have been allowed to enrich Uranium at all in the first place under the terms of the deal.   


Judicial Appointments

	Supreme Court: Trump made changes to the judiciary to suit Republican interests and successfully appointed three Supreme Court Justices—Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy Coney Barrett, thereby, effectively, securing a conservative majority on the nation's apex court.

	Federal Courts: Trump also appointed a historic number of conservative judges to federal appeals and district courts across the United States. 


Domestic Policy & Justice

	First Step Act (2018): Signed major bipartisan criminal justice reform aimed at reducing recidivism and easing mandatory minimum sentences for certain nonviolent offenses.

	Immigration: Enacted strict border policies, including the partial construction of the Mexico-U.S. border wall and travel restrictions on immigrants arriving from several Muslim-majority countries.

	COVID-19 Response: Trump also created the CARES Act intended at providing economic relief to the American citizens during the 2020 pandemic and launched Operation Warp Speed, a public-private partnership to rapidly accelerate the development and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 

	Efforts to Repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA): As President, Trump fought to repeal and undo the ACA using executive action, legislation and lawsuits. He passed an executive order on his very first day in the office to repeal the ACA. Trump actively encouraged congressional efforts to repeal and replace the ACA, and then took administrative steps to try to weaken it when the legislative route failed. Trump had commented publicly, “It is the policy of my Administration to seek the prompt repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.”


Foreign Policy

	Paris Agreement & TPP: Trump effectively withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade negotiations and announced a withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement, thereby, effectively torpedoing the global climate agenda.

	Middle East: Trump also announced the recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and oversaw the relocation of the U.S. Embassy there. He also brokered the Abraham Accords, normalizing relations between Israel and several Arab nations.

	North Korea: Trump also held historic, unprecedented summits with the North Korean leader Kim Jong Un to discuss denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, de-escalation of tensions and normalization of relations between the arch-rivals despite North Korea’s continued advancements on the nuclear front with the development & testing of new delivery systems, including long range missiles & ICBMs which could effectively target & strike even America.


Controversies, Criticism, Issues and the War of Words - Trump’s Rivals & Critics on his First Term 

Trump’s arch-rival through the course of his first election campaign, Hillary Clinton, however, has consistently argued that Donald Trump’s policies and rhetoric act as a destructive force that degrades American democratic institutions, erodes core societal values, and fractures vital international alliances. She has been a vocal critic of his leadership. 

Her key critiques of Trump's broader influence focus on three main areas:

	Democratic Institutions: Clinton has frequently highlighted how Trump's challenges to the rule of law, attacks on the press, and attempts to undermine public trust in elections weaken the foundational pillars of American democracy.

	Democratic Values: She has characterized his "MAGA" movement as exhibiting a "deeper moral rot" and a "war on empathy" that prioritizes exclusionary rhetoric over compassion.

	International Alliances: In major global forums, like the Munich Security Conference, Clinton has sharply condemned Trump's foreign policy approach, particularly his skepticism toward NATO and his policies toward the Russia- arguing that these actions alienate traditional allies.


In this regard, Fareed Zakaria, leading American Political Analyst and bestselling author of the book, “The Post-American World and the Rise of the Rest”; effectively termed Trump's victory as “A kind of a class rebellion against people like us, educated professionals who live in cities, who have cosmopolitan views about a lot of things”. He further said, “Such elites, owing to their disconnect with people, failed to see the rising white middle class woes against capitalism which fail to enrich their lives further, and the breeding of inequality, cultural divide owing to large scale immigration (mainly African-Americans and Hispanics), working class rising against job displacement to others’ and the information revolution led by social media (Zakaria, 2017), (Price, 2017). Mr Trump capitalized on this fear psychosis and his promises to “Make America Great Again” along with rethink on its role as ‘the watchdog and police of the world’ found takers (Abutu & Abubakar, 2017).”

War with Military Leaders

“While the US remains the indispensable nation in the free world, we cannot protect our interests or serve that role effectively without maintaining strong alliances and showing respect to those allies”, read the resignation letter of the Trump-appointed U.S. Secretary of Defence, General James Mattis, a seasoned, top ranking & retired military general retired from the USMC, who resigned after President Donald Trump's decision and declaration of withdrawal of US troops from Syria and Afghanistan. 

In his resignation letter, Mattis highlighted key trigger points & difference of opinions, like the strategic importance of alliances, which Mr
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