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INTRODUCTION

In an age of great
education and human achievement, it is all too easy for us to
assume that if anything is going to happen it will depend on our
efforts. God does expect us to take an active role in reaching this
world. Our human strength and ability can only go so far,
however.

Some time ago, I
was speaking at a conference in the Philippines. During the
conference I found myself crying out to God: “Lord, I have said all
I have to say. I’ve given all I can and I have nothing more to
give.” As I prayed that evening, I remember the Lord speaking to my
heart in response and saying, “Good, now maybe you can trust in Me
and My strength.”

The simple truth
of those words still rings in my heart today. So often we feel like
everything depends on us. We take on the cares of the world and
burn ourselves out trying to fix every problem that comes our way.
We do all this for God to the best of our human ability, but in the
process God becomes someone distant who we are trying to please. He
is no longer close to us, empowering and enabling.

The Christian life
is not so much about what I have done as it is about what the Lord
has done. It is not about law but grace. It is about a wonderful
God who sent His Son to cover our sin. It is about a gracious
Saviour who sent His Spirit to dwell in us for the purpose of
enabling us to do all He requires.

Romans 8:31-39 is
a reminder of what the Lord Jesus has done. It is a picture of the
grace of God providing all we need for salvation and a right
relationship with Him. It is about a God who invests much in the
lives of His children and who keeps them to the end. It portrays
salvation from God’s perspective. Paul’s focus in these verses is
not on our commitment to God but rather His commitment to us. This
is the basis for assurance of our salvation.

If we are looking
to ourselves for assurance of salvation we will always have great
cause for concern. We will always fail to reach God’s standard. Our
hope, however, is not in our ability but in what Christ has done.
As you take the time to study this important passage, consider what
Christ has done for you. Let the reality of what Paul says in
Romans 8:31-39 bring you assurance and hope of eternal life in the
presence of the God who has done all that is necessary.

May this simple
study point you to God and His purpose in Christ in whom alone we
can have assurance and hope of eternal life.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod







Chapter 1 - WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO THESE THINGS -
PART 1


Read Romans
7:1-25

As we begin this
brief study of Romans 8:31-39 it is important that we take a moment
to examine the context. Notice that the apostle Paul begins in
Romans 8:31 with a question: “What then shall we say to these
things?” This question shows us that there is a context to what the
apostle is going to say in Romans 8:31-39. This forms the basis for
the conclusions he will make in this passage. Romans 8:31-39 can
only be understood in the context of chapters 7-8. There are a
number of important spiritual truths underlined in these two
chapters.

Released From
the Law

In Romans 7 the
apostle Paul speaks about the Law of Moses and its relation to the
believer. This Law had been the standard by which Old Testament
believers had lived for many years. The Law of Moses revealed the
purpose of God for His people and the standard by which He intended
them to live. Paul reminds us, however, that the Law was only
binding on a person as long as they lived. Death released an
individual from his or her obligations. He uses the illustration of
marriage to clarify this point. The apostle tells us in Romans
7:2-3 that a woman was bound to her husband by law only as long as
that husband was alive. If her husband died, she was freed from any
obligation to him and could take another husband.

Paul tells us in
Romans 7:4-6 that the believer has been set free from his or her
obligation to the Law of Moses. That freedom came as a result of
death. The believer died with Christ on the cross. He took our
penalty and died in our place so that all obligations to the Law
would be met and we would be freed from its hold. We now belong to
the Lord Jesus. He is our new Master and Husband. We are no longer
under the Law. In fact, to continue to live under the Law is to be
unfaithful to the One who has set us free from it. Our allegiance
and devotion now belong to Christ alone.

Likewise, my
brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ,
so that you may belong to another, to him who had been raised from
the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. (Romans 7:4)

But now we are
released from the law, having died to that which held us captive,
so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old
way of the written code. (Romans 7:6)

The Curse of
the Law

The Law of Moses
was good in itself. It revealed the purpose and plan of God for
humanity. The problem was that human nature was sinful and
incapable of keeping that Law. It placed us before the standards of
a holy and perfect God. It revealed to us how sinful we were but
was incapable of changing our hearts and lives. No one could
measure up to its standard. Every day many sacrifices were made for
the forgiveness of those who had fallen short of God’s purpose as
commanded by the Law. Ultimately this law condemned us and
sentenced us to death:

“The very
commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin,
seizing an opportunity through the commandment deceived me and
through it killed me.” (Romans 7:10-11)

These are strong
words. The Law of Moses placed me before an impossible standard and
held me accountable to that standard. Listen to how Paul describes
the struggle he had under this law:

For we know
that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin.
For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate. (Romans 7:14-15)

For I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want, is
what I keep on doing. (Romans 7:18-19)

Under the Law of
Moses believers stood before an impossible standard, knowing that
their lives depended on meeting that standard but never being able
to attain it. Listen to the cry of the apostle as he reflects on
this impossible situation in Romans 7:24:

“Wretched man
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”

The Law of God was
perfect and holy. That was the problem. Because it was perfect, no
human being could ever follow it. We were sinners who always fell
short of the standard of God. The curse of the Law was in its
perfection. No sinner could stand before such perfection and live.
No sinner could meet the requirements of God. All were judged by
the Law and found guilty.

The Purpose of
the Law

There is one more
detail we need to see from Romans 7. Why would God put us before an
impossible standard when He knew that there was no chance of us
ever being able to live up to that standard? Paul answers this
question in Romans 7:13:

Did that which
is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin,
producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might
be shown to be sin, that through the commandment might become
sinful beyond measure.

We could never
truly understand God apart from the Law. The Law reveals God’s
character. It shows us His holiness, purity, justice, wrath,
compassion and mercy. We see God through the Law of Moses. We also
understand His requirements for those who want to approach Him and
live under His blessing.

Not only does the
Law of Moses reveal God to us but it also shows us who we are in
relation to that God. The apostle James compares the Word of God to
a mirror in James 1:23-25. This is what the Law of Moses is for us.
A mirror reveals things we cannot see ourselves. As we look into
the mirror of the Law we see ourselves for who we really are, not
for what we think we are. That mirror reveals our dirt and
sinfulness. It shows us our failures and faults. Only by looking
into this Law can we truly understand our need. The purpose of the
Law of Moses was two-fold. First, it introduced us to a perfect
Creator and showed us His purpose for our lives. Second, it
revealed us for who we were before this Creator and exposed our
need for a Saviour.

What do we see
from the truths taught by Paul in Romans 7? We see that there is no
security under the Law. No one could ever meet the standard of God.
If keeping the Law of Moses was the only way I could get to God,
then there would be no hope. I will always fall short of God’s
standard. Writing to the Galatians Paul said:

For all who
rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written,
“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the
Book of the Law and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is
justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by
faith.” (Galatians 3:10-11)

Neither the Law of
Moses nor any variation of that Law can save us from our sin and
bring us into a right relationship with God. The salvation offered
in the Scriptures does not have to do with how well I behave or how
much I do for God. It is a free gift given through Jesus Christ and
offered without conditions to all who will receive it. It is given
to sinners who fall short of God’s standard. It was when we were
still sinners that the Lord Jesus died for us:

But God shows
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood,
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans
5:8-9)

The Lord Jesus
came to set us free from the obligations of this impossible Law. He
came to offer us salvation and a relationship with God apart from
the Law:

But now the
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it –the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (Romans
3:21-24)

This means that
the endless and futile
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