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Description

This is the story of the first 13 American colonies, from the time of their first settlement until the eve of the French and Indian War. This was the beginning of the colonial era when the process of creating America as we know it began. The history of the 13 colonies is the beginning of the United States History as many of our traditions, laws and much of our culture began. 
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The Revolutionary War did not just occur spontaneously in 1775. Many prior events occurring over the span of a century or more set up the conditions necessary for the colonists to rebel against their mother country and strike out on their own. The English Civil War, which occurred over the decades of the 1640's - 1650's, was one of the events that started the process. During this period Parliament was too busy fighting a war and beheading a king to pay much heed to the colonies. The colonies learned to get along quite well without Britain’s guiding hand. After executing the king Parliament returned to exerting control over the colonies, however in 1686 Prime Minister Robert Walpole began the policy of Salutary Neglect. This policy allowed the colonies to largely govern themselves. Thus, after the expenses incurred by the 1754 - 1763 French and Indian War forced Parliament to impose taxes on the colonists, they responded with resentment. When Parliament chose to add more taxes and regulations the colonists resisted more. This resistance, and Parliament's refusal to compromise, led to war and independence. This book attempts to detail the events leading to revolution and tell the story of the original 13 colonies.
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Classification of the Colonies

[image: ]


The classifications of the colonies the British established in the New World consisted of 3 types, proprietary, charter and crown colonies. 

Proprietary Colonies

Most of the colonies began life as a proprietary colony. Theoretically, the Crown owned all the land in the colony. Under the proprietary system, the monarch granted a man, or group of men via a charter, the rights to manage a defined region of land. The man, or group, were known as proprietors and the group was called a corporation. He/they had the right to appoint governors, set up courts, organize assemblies and otherwise manage the colony. This was the earliest type of colony. Many of the proprietors did not live in, or even visit, the colony they managed. This type of colony proved inefficient, and most were later converted to royal colonies. 

Charter Colonies

In a charter colony the king issued a charter that contained the rules under which the government of the colony operated.  Virginia, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Massachusetts Bay were all charter colonies. Rhode Island and Connecticut used their charters as governing documents after the American Revolutions. 

Crown, or Royal Colony

The king, under the advisement of Parliament, appointed the governor that would govern a crown colony. Some would have a limited council, or assembly, to aid in governing. Some of these councils had 2 chambers, one of which was an executive council whose members were appointed by the king. A lower house offered limited representation to the colony's citizens. 

Corporations

The colony was basically a money-making venture that required huge amounts of money to establish, something that only the landed class of aristocrats could afford. To accomplish this the men involved would form "corporations," or companies, in which they would invest money to launch the venture. Basically, a corporation is a legal entity to which the government grants a charter which is a document that governs the activities of the corporation. Private citizens invest capital, usually cash money, in the corporation in hopes that the activities of the corporation will turn a profit. The corporation allows individuals to invest capital to accomplish a goal while granting limited risk to the investor, who cannot lose more than he invested. This concept is called limited liability and allows investors to undertake risks that otherwise would have been impossible. The corporation has many of the same rights as an individual. It, or the officers that lead it, can sign contracts, sue or be sued, take out loans and own assets. Profits of the corporation are paid out as dividends to the investors. 

History of the Corporation

The earliest known type of corporation was known as the commenda system in the Eleventh Century. In this system an investor, typically a merchant, invested capital with another person, typically a sea captain. The captain would undertake a trading mission and return to home port. If successful, the investor received 3/4 of the profit and the captain 1/4. The investor undertook the financial risk and the captain the physical risk. The system could be applied to other ventures; however, the sea trading mission was the most common. This system arose in Twelfth Century Italy. As the advantages of this system became apparent, multiple investors would add capital to a venture, thus limiting their risk even more. Another form of corporation developed in Toulouse, France along the Garonne River. The section of this river in the city is quite swift, falling 39 feet on its course through the city. The power of this river provided an ideal situation to build gristmills, however the task of building them took a significant amount of capital. A system called the pariage developed in the Fourteenth Century in which several investors would pool resources to build the mill and operate it. The system allowed the arrangement to survive the death of investors, as the shares could be transferred or sold. Several mills were built along the river using this system of management. At the beginning of the Seventeenth Century the first true multinational companies began to emerge. A monarch would issue a charter to a group of investors that would then form a corporation to accomplish a specific task, usually to establish a colony in Asia, Africa or the Americas. These corporations acted as agents of the monarch and were subject to the laws of the chartering company. They could build a military force, mint coins and govern the colony, all in the name of the monarch. Examples of this type of company include the British East India Company, Dutch East India Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company. There were others. 

Royal Charters

In Britain, the royal charter is the oldest form of incorporation. It is a formal grant by the monarch, under the advisement of the privy council, to an individual or group of individuals as letters patent that confers rights, or powers, to the corporation it governs. Their first use was to establish laws, such as the Magna Carta, but by the 14th Century came to be used to create corporations or public organizations like universities, municipalities or societies. The charter not only created the institution, it also defined its privileges and purposes. The institution created enjoys the same rights and powers as an individual. 

Charter colonies were essentially colonies run by corporations. 

Privy Council

The Privy Council was the private council to the monarch. The word "privy" derives from the words "private" or "secret." Thus, a privy council was composed originally of a monarch's closest and most trusted advisors. Privy councils still exist in many countries and perform several functions.
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Background

James I, King of England

Queen Elizabeth, I had ruled the kingdoms of Ireland and England, inheriting the throne from her father, King Henry VIII in 1558. She was the last monarch from the House of Tudor. She remained childless as Queen, celebrating her status as a virgin. Upon her death, her cousin King James Stuart VI of Scotland, inherited the kingship of England and Ireland. He commenced the Stuart line of the monarchy. Thus, the three nations of Scotland, England and Ireland became united under the authority of one monarch for the first time. It was a difficult situation, as the religion, history and culture of these three nations were all different. Additionally, there had been much armed conflict between them in the past. The Scottish Parliament was weak in nature and James had become accustomed to wielding almost unquestioned power. The situation he faced as King of England was different, as Parliament had a much greater say in how the nation was governed. James led a lavish lifestyle and needed money to support it. He depended upon Parliament to supply this money. Parliament had supplied the king with a steady income that had remained the same, however during this era inflation caused that income to be worth less over time. He resorted to other means of raising the funds he needed. By the end of his reign in 1625 a state of peace had settled over the 3 kingdoms. His son, Charles I, succeeded to the throne that year. 

Charles I (November 19, 1600 – January 30, 1649)

The second son of King James VI of Scotland, Charles traveled to England in 1603 to live. He became the Heir Apparent to the English throne when his older brother, Henry Frederick, Prince of Wales, died in 1612. His brother's death also led to his claim to the Irish and Scottish thrones. He ascended the throne on February 2, 1626.

Charles was a fervent believer in the Divine Right of Kings.  He believed he could rule without Parliamentary restraint. This belief led to conflicts with Parliament that eventually led to the English Civil War and his execution in 1649. His signing of the Petition of Right was a chapter in that tumultuous story. It was his behavior during the period the early portion of his reign that led to the Petition of Right.

Thirty Years War (1618 -1648)

The series of European wars began as a religious conflict within the Holy Roman Empire. It soon engulfed most of the major powers of Europe. The conflicts devastated entire regions, inflicting famine and destruction on millions of people. King James VI had involved the English in the War. However, most English saw the war as a conflict between the Catholics and newly emerging Protestants on the Continent. Parliament and the people soon grew tired of paying the taxes to support this war.

Royal Intransigence

When a new king ascended, it was custom for Parliament to grant the new king the right to collect Tonnage and Poundage taxes. These were essentially customs duties that Parliament granted the king for life. When Charles I ascended, they granted this right for only a year. When the year ended, Charles continued to collect the tax. Parliament also bequeathed him only about one-seventh the monies he needed to wage war. Incensed, Charles dissolved Parliament. His need for funds continued to dog him, however, so he recalled Parliament. Once in session the body began investigating the misdeeds of Charles’s friend, Duke of Buckingham. To stop the possible impeachment, he dissolved Parliament again. He instituted a policy of "Forced Loans." These were, in fact, taxes that Parliament had not authorized. Charles imprisoned anyone that did not pay the "loan." Over seventy men refused to pay and the king incarcerated them. More people refused to pay and public opposition to Charles began to swell. To quell the discontent, Charles declared martial law. This decree suspended civil law and instituted decrees issued by the local commander of the military. Many of these commanders forced the civilian population to provide quarters for military personnel. Financially squeezed, the king recalled Parliament on March 27, 1628.

Debate

Parliamentary debate immediately commenced on the behavior of the king. The House of Commons passed a series of four resolutions. These dealt with illegal taxation and imprisonment. Another stated that people could not be imprisoned without charges (habeas corpus). The House of Commons passed it unanimously. The House of Lords passed it, but the King refused it because resolutions had no force outside of Parliament. The House of Commons then decided to pass a petition, instead. They drafted the resolutions as petitions and presented them to the House of Lords on May 8. The Lords passed it after softening the language and amending it on May 12. They attached the declaration that they acted "not to lessen or impeach any thing which by the oath of supremacy [we had] sworn to assist and defend."  By this, they assured the king of their loyalty. This passed the Lords on March 26. The House passed this version and sent it to the King on May 27.

The Petition of Right

The Petition of Right states that all Englishmen have "rights and liberties". It stated that the King could not force any person to pay a gift, tax or loan without Parliamentary consent. It also decreed that the king could not detain anyone without formal charges. Another provision charged that the king could force no one to provide quarters for a soldier or sailor. It also limited the use of martial law.

Proroguing Parliament

Charles prorogued Parliament by the end of the month and continued collecting the tax. Parliament remained out of session until January, when he called it into session again. 

Dissent in Parliament

When Parliament reconvened, Charles opened the session with a speech on his taxing policies. Many in Parliament objected to his policies and considered his actions a breach of the Petition of Right. He once again dissolved Parliament in March and imprisoned his chief political rival, Sir John Eliot, in the Tower of London. Eliot passed away in prison in 1632, creating a martyr for the king's opposition. Charles would rule for the next 11 years, a time referred to as the "11 Years' Tyranny."

11 Years of Tyranny

He used his previous means of collecting revenue as well as using the forestry laws and ship money to fund the various wars he fought. Ship money was one of the few taxes the king could impose without Parliament. Usually used only in times of war, it was imposed on residents near the sea to provide money or materials for building ships. Charles extracted money from the people, leading to rising opposition to his policies among the populace. His repression of the Puritans and Catholics led to them fleeing England for the North American colonies. As his debts rose, he resorted to confiscating silver bullion held in trust in the Tower of London. When companies refused to loan him money, he seized their assets and auctioned them off. The imposition of his religious views on Scotland had provoked unrest there, sparking military conflict there. At length, to raise additional funds he was forced to call parliament into sessions. The elections proved disastrous for him, as 350 of the 493 MPs opposed his policies. 

The Long Parliament

The members of the Long Parliament assembled on November 3, 1640. Parliament took immediate steps to stifle the power of the king by beginning impeachment proceedings against 3 of his ministers, the Earl of Strafford, Archbishop William Laud, and Sir John Finch for high treason. Stafford and Laud would eventually be beheaded and Finch escaped to the Hague. Parliament passed several bills which prevented Parliament from being dissolved without its permission, authorized certain members to call it back into session without the king's summons and declared several of the taxes Charles had relied upon as illegal. The king agreed to these acts with great reluctance. Adding to the rising tensions between Parliament and the King, an Irish rebellion broke out. The king requested funds to put this down, however the Parliament suspected the king might use the money against them and refused. They next threatened to impeach the queen, to which the king gathered a force together to arrest the 5 members of Parliament which were the main ringleaders in the movement against him. He entered Parliament leading this force, however the men had been warned and escaped. Prior to this no monarch had ever entered Parliament and Charles’ actions presented a serious breach of parliamentary privilege. Parliament immediately began to recruit an armed force which took control of London. The king escaped, first to Hampton Court Palace, and then later to Windsor Castle. The civil war had begun. After sending his wife and daughter to France he attempted to confiscate the military arsenal at the port city of Hull, however the governor of the town forbade him to enter the city. 

First Battle

The Royalist army met the first of a series of defeats at the Battle of Nasby on June 14, 1645. In April 1646 Charles managed to escape a Parliamentary army while disguised as a servant. He sought refuge with a Scottish army that was holding the English city of Newark. After many negotiations with the Parliament, the Scots turned the king over to Parliament for a payment of 100,000 pounds in January 1647. 

The Civil War

Both Charles and Parliament recruited armies and had several skirmishes and battles over the next couple of years. Charles maintained his capital at Oxford and held the north, west and southwest portions of England. Parliament controlled London, southeast England and East Anglia. Parliament and the Scottish Presbyterians signed the Solemn League and Covenant of 1643, forming an alliance. Intermittent peace talks led nowhere. The war was essentially a draw until certain members of Parliament pressed for an improved army that would develop a professional officer corps and better trained troops. Lieutenant General Oliver Cromwell was one of the chief proponents of this army. This New Model Army came into existence in February 1645. 

The New Model Army

Prior to the fashioning of this army units were recruited regionally. These soldiers were quite often reluctant to serve very far from their homes. Both the Royalist and Parliamentary forces suffered from this problem. Officers were usually drawn from the upper classes while the lower classes served as soldiers. 

New Model

In the New Model Army, it was forbidden for officers to belong to either house of Parliament. Promotion was on merit; thus, it was possible for a member of the lower class to become an officer, even a high ranking one. Regiments were larger, reducing the need for officers. After the reorganization there were about 300 surplus officers left over from the old army. Many of these were persuaded to reenlist at a lower rank and for lower pay. Parliament authorized a total force of 22,000 men with 12 regiments consisting of 1200 men. The cavalry would consist of 11 regiments, each with 600 men. There would be one regiment of 1000 men, of dragoons, which were mounted infantrymen. An artillery train of 50 guns rounded out the force. Infantrymen received 8 pence a day, cavalrymen 2 shillings. Cavalrymen had to supply their own horses and pay to maintain them. The cavalrymen wore leather jerkins in lieu of heavy armor, making them much faster and more mobile than traditional calvary. This new army would have much better discipline, tactics and training than the previous army and would have a large advantage over the Royalist forces. Sir Thomas Fairfax received command of the infantry and Oliver Cromwell the cavalry. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax (January 17, 1612 – November 12, 1671)

Native to Denton, Borough of Harrogate, North Yorkshire, Thomas' parents were Ferdinando Fairfax, 2nd Lord Fairfax of Cameron and Mary Sheffield. After completing his early education, he attended St John's College, Cambridge and Gray's Inn. He would marry Anne de Vere with whom he would have one daughter.

Early Military Experience

He went to the Netherlands to fight for the Protestants. He then helped Charles I against the Scots during the First Bishop's War. Charles I knighted him for his military service in 1641. 

Pre - Civil War

In the troubled years prior to the Civil War, he sided with Parliament and delivered a petition to him entreating him to stop recruiting troops and pay heed to Parliament. Of course, the king ignored this petition. 

Parliamentarian 

Both Sir Thomas and his father joined the Parliamentarian forces during the Civil War. Their joint efforts helped secure the northern part of England for Parliament. 

New Model Army Command

Fairfax would receive command of the New Model Army and lead it to several important victories, which would eventually lead to the king surrendering to the Scots. Oliver Cromwell served under him, but Cromwell's superior political skills led to his eventual rise to power. 

Second Civil War

Sir Thomas would also take part in the Second Civil War, leading Parliament to several important victories. 

Loss of Power

He refused to take part in the trial and execution of the King and would later attempt to resign, ceding power to Cromwell. 

Later Life

He would gain election to the First Protectorate Parliament and would later play a key role in the restoration of King Charles II. He spent his later years in retirement and after his death he was interred at St James' Church, Bilbrough, near York.

Oliver Cromwell (April 25, 1599 – September 3, 1658) 

Born in Huntingdon, Oliver was the son of Robert and Elizabeth Steward Cromwell. After attending Huntingdon Grammar School Oliver went on to study at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. After his father's death he left school and probably returned home to tend his family's needs. He married Elizabeth Bourchier on August 22, 1620, with whom he would have 9 children. He underwent a period of personal and financial strife over the next several years, emerging as a committed Puritan by the late 1630's. Sometime during this period, probably in 1634, he attempted to emigrate to Connecticut, but the government prevented his leaving. 

Member of Parliament

He gained election to Parliament, first in 1628 - 1629 and again from 1640 -1642. The first had been the Parliament that Charles I had dismissed prior to his long reign without Parliament. After he was forced to recall Parliament in 1640, Cromwell returned to his seat. This Parliament, called the Short Parliament, Charles also dismissed; however he had to call another one later the same year, this one became known as the Long Parliament. 

English Civil War

Tension increased between Parliament and the King until armed conflict became inevitable. Parliament recruited an army while the King increased his. Cromwell had little military experience beyond that of a local militia. He recruited a company which involved itself in some minor skirmishes and later the Battle of Gainesville in July 1643. His actions earned him a promotion to colonel and appointment as the governor of the Isle of Ely. Cromwell took part in the Battle of Naseby and the Battle of Langport in 1645 and continued rising in rank, becoming a lieutenant general by 1645. The King surrendered to Scottish forces on May 5, 1646, ending the First Civil War. 

Parliament Again

Cromwell once again entered Parliament and was the only person exempted from the New Army legislation that banned MPs from belonging to the army. During this time Cromwell tried to work with the King and see what concessions he would accept for a return to power. Many in Parliament opposed this policy. Some tried to set up the Presbyterian Church as the only accepted church, however Cromwell opposed this. The king was turned over to Parliamentarian forces and held while the negotiations took place. At length an effort began to once again take control using force of arms. This action led to the Second Civil War. 

Second Civil War

Cromwell led the army in a series of battles in which he defeated royalist armies. Colonel Thomas Pride led a troop of soldiers to an operation later called Pride's Purge in which he arrested, and removed from Parliament, any remaining supporters of the king. The royalist faction weakened, Parliament voted to arrest King Charles. Parliament arrived at the decision that the only way to end the strife was to execute the king. A death warrant was signed by 59 MPs. Charles was beheaded on January 30, 1649.

Establishment of the Commonwealth

Parliament then established a Commonwealth, with Parliament wielding both legislative and executive powers. A Council of State shared some executive powers. During this time supporters of the royalists had migrated to Ireland and began organizing. They signed a treaty with the Irish. To counter this threat, Cromwell initiated a plan to invade Ireland. 

Ireland Invasion

Ireland's population was predominately Catholic, a religion that Cromwell detested. He began the invasion on August 15, 1649. The fighting was brutal and led to the killing of thousands of Royalist soldiers, Irish civilians and Catholic priests. Cromwell had the Catholic church banned. He had the lands of Catholics confiscated and distributed to Protestant settlers in Ireland. His actions led to many, many years of suffering by the Irish people.  

War with Scotland

Scotland crowned Charles I's son, Charles II, king in 1650, leading Cromwell to invade Scotland. After a series of battles, Charles subjugated Scotland and Charles fled to France. 

Government in Confusion

After Cromwell returned to England in 1651 Parliament had been in confusion. Factions in the body argued over various topics but resolved little. Cromwell tried to advance a plan to unite Scotland, Ireland and England under one government, but again, resolved nothing. In frustration, Cromwell dissolved Parliament. 

Lord Protector

General and Parliamentarian John Lambert assembled a document that effectively gave Cromwell control of the government as Lord Protector. His popularity among the members of the army assured him that he would maintain power. During his tenure he set goals of healing the nation, enacting judicial and tax reform and reasserting control over England's North American colonies. He was offered the crown in 1657 but refused it. He died a year later from malaria and kidney stone disease. He was interred in Westminster Abbey, however after the restoration his body was exhumed and posthumously executed, after which the remains were hanged and thrown into a pit. The new king had his head severed and placed on a pole outside Westminster Hall. Several people had the skull in possession until 1960 when it was interred in Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. No one knows the exact location. 

Restoration

After Cromwell's death, his son Richard rose to power. He did not have the support of either the military or of Parliament and resigned after about 8 months. The political situation deteriorated until Parliament eventually invited Charles II to assume the throne, which he did in 1660. The English Civil War had ended.
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Sir Walter Raleigh Receives Humphrey Gilbert's patent to explore North America on March 25, 1584.

Humphrey Gilbert, an early North American explorer, had embarked on several unsuccessful expeditions in the latter part of the Sixteenth Century. He established a settlement on Newfoundland in 1583. The disenchanted settlers convinced Gilbert to abandon the settlement soon after its establishment. During the return voyage, Gilbert went down with his ship, the Squirrel, about 900 miles from Newfoundland.  Queen Elizabeth, I renewed the patent for exploring North America, granting it to Sir Walter Raleigh, Gilbert's half-brother. Raleigh used the patent to establish the Roanoke colony in 1585. Thus, England’s colonization of Virginia and North America had begun.

July 04, 1584 - First Explorers of Roanoke Island Arrive

Sir Walter Raleigh wasted little time preparing for a colony in the New World. He received his half-brother Humphrey Gilbert's patent on March 25, 1584. On April 27, 1584, he sent an expedition to Virginia to explore the North American east coast. The expedition arrived on July 4, 1584, around Roanoke Island. The explorers established relations with two tribes, Secotans and Croatoans. They would return to England with two natives, Manteo and Wanchese. These men would relate the local customs, politics and terrain to Sir Walter Raleigh. Raleigh used this information to organize a colonization effort, led by his cousin, Sir Richard Grenville.  

First Settlers Depart England for Roanoke Island

Sir Richard Grenville departed Plymouth, England on April 9, 1585, with five ships, Tiger, Roebuck, Red Lion, Elizabeth, and Dorothy. By mutual agreement, the captains of each ship had agreed to meet in Puerto Rico if the ships became separated by storms. A storm did appear and separated the Tiger from the other four. Grenville went to Puerto Rico as planned to wait. While waiting, his crew built a fort somewhere on the island, which he abandoned when the other ships did not arrive. No one has located the site of this fort. Grenville, tired of waiting for the lost ship, voyaged on to the Outer Banks. The Tiger struck a shoal. Most of the food supplies were ruined in the collision. He eventually reunited with the other three ships. Grenville established a settlement, leaving Ralph Lane and 107 men to build a fort. Grenville departed on August 17, 1585; after promising the men he would return the following April with more men and supplies. 

First Attempt to Settle Roanoke Island Fails as English Colonists Flee

Sir Walter Raleigh's first attempt to establish a colony in the New World failed as the colonists he had sent to Roanoke Island under the command of Ralph Lane returned to England on Sir Francis Drake's fleet. Drake had completed his Great Expedition and had sailed by Roanoke Island to check on the plight of the colonists.

Ralph Lane (c. 1532 – October 1603)

Historians know little about Ralph Lane until he received an appointment as Equerry to Queen Elizabeth I of England in 1563. Since equerries were drawn from the senior officer corps and served as a personal aide to the Queen, he must have been a trusted officer. He received the appointment as Governor to lead England's first colonizing attempt in the New World as he served under Sir Walter Raleigh's command. When Sir Richard Greenville departed for England on August 17, 1585, leaving the small group of colonists with inadequate provisions amid semi-hostile natives, he left Lane in a difficult position.

Drakes Great Expedition

Sir Francis' fleet left England in September 1585 to mount a pre-emptive strike against the Spanish at the beginning of the Anglo-Spanish War (1585–1604). After his successful raid on St. Augustine in Spanish Florida on May 27, 1586, he sailed north to Roanoke Island to check on the condition of Sir Walter Raleigh's colonists. 

The Plight of the Colonists

The 108 men under Lane had been short on supplies from the start. Sir Richard Grenville had promised a supply ship in the Autumn. Elizabeth diverted this relief ship to the Netherlands instead, leaving the men without provisions. They depended upon the local Amerindian tribes for food and support. The natives looked on the English with mixed emotions and the tribes that inhabited the area had different intentions. The natives had seen eclipses and comets that seemed to warn against the English. An incident arose in May in which the colonists had beheaded a local chief, which led to an attack on the stockade in June which the colonists had managed to repel. Thus, when Sir Francis Drake appeared in June with twenty-three ships and an offer of aid, Ralph Lane considered his options.

Return

Drake at first offered to leave a ship behind for the colonists. A three-day hurricane struck the island, damaging that ship. Drake then offered to take the men back to England. With food short, the natives were hostile and with no prospect of resupply by Grenville, Lane chose to abandon the colony. He allowed the men to board the ships. They returned to Plymouth on July 22, 1585. The colonists brought back potatoes, corn and tobacco with them. 

Grenville Returns to Roanoke Island to Resupply the First Roanoke Colony

Sir Richard Grenville returned to Roanoke Island on July 3, 1586, to find the fort the men had built deserted. There was no sign of the missing men.

Sir Richard Grenville (June 15, 1542 – September 10, 1591)

Sir Richard Grenville was the eldest son of Sir Roger Grenville and his wife Thomasine Cole. Sir Roger died when Richard was three. He was the captain of the ship HMS Mary Rose when it sank during an attack against the French fleet. Thomasine married Thomas Arundell. 

Parliament, Military and a Plan to Sail Around the World

He studied law and won election to Parliament in 1562, at twenty years old and High Sheriff of Cork around 1568. From 1656 through 1569 he pursued a military career abroad, fighting first in Turkey and then in Ireland. In 1569 he returned to England and again won election to Parliament. In 1574 he submitted a plan to the King's Privy Council for him to command a fleet to circumnavigate the world, planting colonies and establishing trade relations along the way. The King at first approved the plan but later revoked the patent. This plan was later completed by Sir Francis Drake in 1577, bringing that man the fame and fortune the feat had promised. Grenville never forgave Drake for usurping his plans. 

Return to Roanoke Island

When Sir Walter Raleigh formulated his plans for a settlement in the New World, he chose his cousin, Sir Richard Grenville, to command the fleet of seven ships that would establish the colony. Grenville left 108 men on the island the year before and was surprised to find it deserted. Unaware that Drake had taken the colonists back to England just days before, Grenville searched the island and surrounding area for any signs of the colonists. Finding none, he left a small garrison of fifteen men on the island to hold it. He sailed off for his return to England, intending to return in a year with another batch of colonists. 

Preparing Another Attempt

After Grenville returned to England, Sir Walter Raleigh began preparations for another attempt. He appointed a man named John White to lead the expedition. Little is known about John White's life prior to this, other than that he was an accomplished artist and that he and Raleigh had become friends. This expedition would differ from the first one in that it would include families, as Raleigh's goal was to establish a "Cittie of Raleigh," on the mainland of the Chesapeake Bay. Explorations in the area had located other sites other than Roanoke that were more favorable to settlement. White included his pregnant daughter, Elinor Dare and her husband Ananias, in the expedition. 

The Ships

The ships used for the expedition were the 120-ton Lyon and a flyship. A flyship is a small ship usually outfitted as a merchant ship. Each prospective settler received a promise of 500 acres of land in the new colony. The ships departed England on April 27, 1587. The voyage was a stormy one and the ships did not arrive off the coast of Virgina until July 16. On July 22, the expedition stopped at Roanoke Island to check on the men that Grenville had left behind. They found a deserted colony with only the skeleton of one of the men to greet them. Many of the prospective settlers left the ship to mount a search for the men, however nothing was found. When they attempted to board the ship, captain refused to let them on. He maintained that it was late in the season and he did not want to spend time looking for another site. The colonists had no choice but for the others that had remained on the ship to disembark. The captain, a man named Fernandez, had done some pirating and many suspect that he wanted to spend some time raiding before winter. They repaired the remaining buildings and settled in. 

Contact With Local Tribes

After the ship left, White contacted some of the local tribes. In the beginning, the relations between the colonists and the natives went well. Upon inquiry, one of the chiefs told White that some of the tribes had killed the men at the colony. White led an attack on the village that supposedly housed them and attacked in the early morning hours of August 8. Too late, the English discovered that the information was false. They had attacked and killed Indians that had been friendly to them. Relations between the colonists and the natives soured after the incident.

A Baby is Born

John White's daughter, Elinor, delivered a baby girl, Virginia, on August 18, 1587. She was the first English child born in North America. 

Supplies Running Low

By late summer the colony's supplies were running low and, since the colony was not where it was supposed to be, they feared that supply ships from England would not know where they were. They begged John White to return to England for supplies. He reluctantly agreed and on October 24, 1587, White took the flyship and returned to England. His goal was to acquire supplies and return to Roanoke later that year, however the flyship encountered stormy seas, delaying the voyage. They eventually managed to land in Ireland, with many of the crew dying of scurvy in October 1588. 

A War Intervenes

White was aghast to learn that tensions had risen to a fever pitch between the two competing European powers, England and Spain. In fear of a Spanish invasion, Queen Elizabeth had forbidden any ships leaving England in anticipation of needing every available ship to counter the expected Spanish invasion. The invasion force, carried by the Spanish Armada, would include 130 ships. 

Request Denied

Sir Walter Raleigh requested ships to resupply the Roanoke colony; however, the queen denied the request. He did manage to scrounge two small pinnacles which he filled with supplies and sent out. These ships encountered French pirates which plundered the cargo. 

July 21, 1588 - English Fleet Begins Bombardment of the Spanish Armada

The epic eight-day battle with Spain that determined the future of England began with a long-range bombardment of the Spanish Galleons by English ships. The threatened Spanish invasion of England had begun. 

Conflict of the Powers

In 1588 Spain already had extensive holdings in the New World. Vast areas of South, Central and North America sent immense riches to Spain. Thus far, the English had tried, and failed, to establish their first colony at Roanoke, Virginia. English privateers contented themselves with picking off treasure laden Spanish ships passing through the Caribbean and over the Atlantic. King Phillip II of Spain soon tired of these attacks. He was also incensed because the English had supported the Dutch in their recent revolt against Spain. Phillip had been co-monarch of England until the death of his wife, Mary I, in 1558. Religion also played a role. England was Protestant and Phillip a devout Catholic. Queen Elizabeth I, his sister-in-law, was Protestant. He considered her a heretic and longed to bring England back in the Catholic fold. Phillip resolved to invade England. Pope Sixtus V supported Phillip's action and allowed him to collect special taxes to support it. 

Building a Fleet

Phillip wanted his blow to be a surprise. He attempted to assemble a fleet of ships undetected by the English. The planned raid was scheduled to take place in 1587, but the English learned of the plans and sent Sir Francis Drake to attack. His raid on Cadiz in April 1587 set the Spanish plans back a year. By May 8, 1588, Phillip had his fleet ready. It was a huge fleet, with 130 ships, 8,000 sailors and 18,000 soldiers, The ships had 1,500 brass guns and 1,000 iron guns. The fleet set sail from Lisbon and took two full days for it to leave port. Phillip had assembled another 30,000 soldiers in the Netherlands. Phillip planned to ferry these troops across the channel on barges and assemble the almost 60,000-man army near London. 

The English Fleet

The Spanish and English had carried on negotiations, which ended on July 16, 1588. They had assembled a fleet of 200 ships at Plymouth, England that awaited news of Spanish movements. Though the English ships outnumbered the Spanish ones, the ships of the Armada carried much more firepower. This fleet included thirty-four ships of the Royal Navy. The remainer were an assortment of privateers and other ships outfitted to fight. The Spanish fleet carried about fifty percent more fire power than the English had, but the English ships had longer range guns than the Spanish. The Spanish ships were also slower moving. The Spanish planned to force boarding actions, using their superior numbers of soldiers to prevail. 

Beginning Actions

The Spanish troops slated to invade waited in the Netherlands. The Spanish fleet needed to control the English Channel for their plan to succeed. They formed their fleet into a crescent shape, almost seven miles long. On the night of July 20, the English moved their fleet to a position that was upwind of the Armada, thus gaining an advantage. At dawn the fleets approached each other. the English used their superior maneuvering ability to avoid Spanish grappling hooks and avoided boarding actions. They bombarded the Spanish ships from a distance, but inflicted little serious damage. Other than two Spanish ships colliding and subsequently abandonment, neither side lost a ship. But there would be seven more days of battle.

The Battle Continues

The sea battle between Spain and England raged for seven days. The Spanish ships included wares of torture in their holds. Racks, pulleys, thumbscrews, iron virgins and iron gridirons waited with Jesuit priests to inflict God's punishment on the heretics of England. As the Spanish fleet anchored off Calaise, the wind shifted in favor of the English. As the clocks in England ticked past midnight, flaming ships of fire advanced out of the night toward the Spanish formation. 

Fireships

During the era of wooden ships one favorite weapon was the fireship. The ships used for this were generally old, worn-out ships that were close to the end of their service. Sometimes cheaply built ships were built expressly for this purpose. It was common practice to load these ships with combustible items and either steer or allow favorable winds to drive them into the midst of an enemy fleet to set its ships on fire. The English sent eight fireships into the middle of the Spanish Armada. The Spanish panicked and disbursed, breaking formation. 

New Tactics

The English had captured some Spanish ships and learned from them. They knew that the Spanish sailors had difficulty reloading their cannons after firing them. The English would approach close to the Spanish ships, keeping just out of range of the powerful cannon. This provoked the Spaniards to fire. The English would use the forced delay to their advantage. With the Spanish guns reloading, the English ships would close in and unload a devastating volley, then retreat. 

Battle Ends

The wind cooperated with the attacking English by driving the Armada's ships into shallow water off Gravelines. This Spanish port was in the Netherlands, close to its border with France. The shallow water limited their maneuverability. the English ships already had an advantage with their smaller, more maneuverable ships. The fighting began to take a toll on the Spanish ships. By late afternoon both fleets ran out of ammunition. The English began loading chains and anything else they could cram in a cannon barrel and continued inflicting damage on the Spanish fleet. After losing five ships and having many more severely damaged, the Armada broke formation and fled. The Battle of Gravelines was over. 

After the Battle

The Spanish did manage to regroup, but strong southwest winds drove them north with the smaller, nimbler English ships in close pursuit. The Armada fled north into the English Channel where severe North Atlantic storms finished the English fleet’s work. The stormy seas and fierce winds wrecked many of the Spanish ships on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland. The Spanish had lost over 2000 dead and many more wounded during the fighting. The English had lost around fifty. The 130 ship Armada had lost over a third of its ships. It was a humiliating defeat for Phillip II of Spain. The invigorating victory infused confidence in what had been a small, weak English nation. The defeat of the Armada left England with the means and confidence to rise to a powerful world power. It would use that power to establish its colonies in the New World. 

A Rescue Mission

White would not be able to mount a resupply expedition until March 1590. The supply ships did not reach Roanoke until his granddaughter's third birthday, August 18, 1590. 

Bad Luck

Bad luck hampered the search. A gale struck, which almost grounded the ships. The crew blew bugles to alert the colonists on shore that they had arrived. They managed to land eventually and reached the village, finding that the houses had been torn down and the logs used to construct a palisade. On the right side of the entrance they found a single word, "CROATOAN," carved. Weeds had overgrown the interior of the palisade and the food spoiled. 

The Search

The name of a nearby island was Croatoan and this was the supposed destination of the colonists. The expedition returned to the ship, hopeful of finding the colonist on the island. However, foul weather returned. A foraging expedition to a small island for fresh water failed, the men barely making it back to the ships. Gale force winds again almost forced the ships to ground. They lost three anchors in the fight against the wind and managed only by luck to get into deep water, avoiding grounding. Assailed by bad weather and short of water and supplies the expedition at this point had no choice but to return to England and abandon the search.

On October 24, 1590, White returned to England never to see his daughter or granddaughter again. The mystery of the Lost Colony endures to this day.

The First Charter of Virginia is Adopted

The first charter to the Virginia Company by King James granted the company all lands "which are not now actually possessed by any Christian Prince or People", a sizeable chunk of property that lay between forty-five degrees latitude and thirty degrees longitude and extending one hundred miles inland from the coast. The stated purpose of the charter was in  "propagating of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkness and miserable Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and may in time bring the Infidels and Savages, living in those parts, to human Civility, and to a settled and quiet Government: DO, by these our Letters Patents, graciously accept of, and agree to, their humble and well-intended Desires."

The charter established a council of thirteen members that would govern the affairs of the colony. It granted the council members the profits earned by the colony, with the king earning a portion. The charter granted the colonists freedom to manage their affairs in the colony as they saw fit, subject to approval of the king. This charter was the first of three charters granted to the Virginia Colony. The second charter was in 1609, the third in 1612.

English Colonists Sail from London to Found Jamestown Colony

On December 20, 1606, three ships departed England, bound for North America. The three wooden ships were Susan Constant, the Godspeed, and Discovery. 

The Ships

The 120-ton Susan Constant also has references that it was really the Sarah Constant. Historians are unsure which is the proper name. At 116 feet long, she was the largest of the three ships and she carried 71 of the 104 colonists. At fifty tons, the Godspeed carried thirty-three passengers and thirteen crewmen. She would have been about sixty-eight feet long. The twenty-ton Discovery carried no passengers. Her purpose was to carry some of the cargo and navigate the shallower rivers after the colonists arrived. Replicas of all three ships reside at Jamestown National Historic Site. 

The Voyage

The passage from England to the Virginia shores took 144 days, an unusually long voyage. The ships spent six weeks lolling in the English Channel as they waited for favorable winds that would blow them south. They arrived at Cape Henry on April 26, 1607.

First Election in the New World English Colonies

The first act of the new colonists was for the Reverend Robert Hunt to lead them in prayer for the safe passage across the seas. Then an exploring party ventured forth to explore the area. In the afternoon the party encountered an Amerindian band and a small skirmish ensued in which two of the colonists received wounds. After returning the men opened a wooden box that they had carried from England that contained the names of the men that would form the governing council. The document inside named the seven men that would serve as the council, but there was no mention of a leader. The men then held the first vote under English common law, choosing James Cittie as the leader, replacing the ship's Captain Christopher Newport whom the Virginia Company had chosen to serve as the commander until the colonists went ashore. 

Cape Henry

The Cape takes its name from the eldest son of King James I, Henry Frederick, Prince of Wales. It is on the southern bank of Chesapeake Bay. Virgina has established a state park on the site, commemorating the First Landing. The 2,888-acre park has camping, cabins, picnicking, a beach and hiking.

2500 Shore Dr.

Virginia Beach

VA 23451

Phone: 757-412-2300.

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/first-landing.shtml#recreation

Jamestown Residents Under Attack

The settlers that landed at Jamestown had landed on May 14, 1607. Their immediate concern was to clear land to grow crops and structures in which to live. The colonists also had to be wary of the Spanish, who were active in the area. About a week after choosing the site, Captain Christopher Newport led a group of twenty-three of the men on an exploring expedition up the James River. The expedition penetrated about fifty miles upstream to the falls, near the present site of Richmond, Virginia. As they traveled, they encountered members of the Powhatan tribe. The expedition returned to the new settlement. On May 26, a band of about 200 warriors attacked the new settlement. The settlers managed to drive off the attackers after losing two men in the attack. The survivors begin immediate work on a stronger fort for protection. 

John Smith Takes Over as Governor of Jamestown

John Smith completed the journey from condemned mutineer to leader of Jamestown colony when the colonist elected him president on September 10, 1608, after deposing Edward Maria Wingfield as president. 

Unpopular Leader

Edward Maria Wingfield leadership had come into question during the late summer months. The settlers, many of whom were gentlemen, were not used to hard work. However, their survival in this new colony depended upon that. The weather turned hot and humid and food supplies were running short. Wingfield was a strict disciplinarian with rigid rules of conduct. He clashed repeatedly with John Smith and some of the others in the colony. On September 10 they voted to depose him and elected John Smith as president of the colony. They also charged him with several crimes, including food hoarding, being a Spanish sympathizer, and being an atheist. They imprisoned him on the ship Discovery. He remained on board the ship until January 1608. 

John Smith (baptized. 6 January 1580  21 June 1631)

The son of George and Alice Smith, Smith attended local schools as a youth. His father was a farmer that owned his own land; however, John did not want to become a farmer, thus he ran away from home at age 13 to become a sailor. His father caught him and apprenticed him to a local merchant. 

First Education as a Soldier

His father passed away three years later. Smith, at 16, traveled to France where he joined other English soldiers who were helping the Dutch win their independence from England's rival, Spain. When the fight ended, Smith returned to England. He returned to France for a short period; however, he returned once again to England. He engaged upon a program to further his soldiering abilities by choosing a remote location to build a primitive shelter made of tree branches and leaves. During this time, he learned to forage for food while studying books on politics and warfare. 

Battles Against the Turks

The Holy Roman Empire was engaged in fighting the Muslim Ottoman Turks, a war Smith learned about. He set off for Austria and joined the forces of Emperor Rudolf II. During his journey to Austria, he earned money by serving on a pirate ship in the Mediterranean Sea. He enlisted in the forces of the Holy Roman Empire and saw action in Slovenia, Hungary and Transylvania. His bravery in war earned him several awards and promotion to captain. 

Capture and Slavery

In 1602 during a battle, the Turks wounded him and captured him. They sold him into slavery, forcing him to march 600 miles to Constantinople. Once there, his master gave him to his fiancé, Charatza Tragbigzanda, as a gift. She, in turn, apparently fell in love with Smith and attempted to convert him to Islam. She sent him to her brother for instruction and to work on their farm. Her brother instead put an iron ring about his neck, beat him, fed him very little and shaved his head. Smith overpowered the man while he was beating him, killed him and fled after stealing the man's clothing and horse. With the help of a local Russian farmer and his wife, who fed him and helped him begin his trip across western Russia and Europe back to England. 

Virginia Company

Upon his return in 1604 Smith joined up with the Virginia Company's attempt to found a colony in North America. Smith departed with the fleet on its way to New World on December 20, 1606. During the voyage Captain Christopher Newport charged Smith with mutiny and had him imprisoned. When the ship landed after they had chosen their settlement site, they opened a wooden casket that held the names of the governing council chosen by Virginia Company officials before the expedition left England. They were surprised when Smith's name was on the list. This information spared him the gallows and gained his immediate release.

Fire Destroys Jamestown Virginia 

After its establishment in May of 1607 the colonists in Jamestown faced a harrowing existence. Salt poisoning from the briny river water they drank, dysentery and typhoid ravaged the men of the colony. The relationship with the surrounding native tribes ranged from hostility to reluctant friendship and there was the constant threat of attack by the Spanish, who often explored the area. Their arrival coincided with the beginning of a seven-year drought, thus adding to their difficulties. 

Since the settlement was primarily a commercial venture, the men had not expected to hunt or grow food. They expected provisions from England or to trade for supplies with the local native tribes. These men did not wish to spend time hunting or growing crops. Additionally, the directive from the King that the first five years be an experiment in communal living had proved a failure. They depended upon the exploration and scavenging ability of Captain John Smith, whom a few months earlier they had condemned to death for accused insurrection. Only the intervention of Bartholomew Gosnold saved his life. They kept him in shackles, only releasing him when they discovered that his name was on a list of seven names, handpicked before they left England and placed in a sealed box that named him a member of the seven-member council that would lead the colony.

Despite the difficulties, by January 1608 the men managed to build a storehouse, church, and several houses. They surrounded this modest settlement with a wooden palisade to protect them from attacks from the Spanish and the native tribes. 

Captain John Smith engaged in frequent explorations of the area surrounding them. During these explorations he almost always returned with corn and other foodstuffs acquired by either trade or theft from the Algonquin tribes that surrounded them. It was on one of these missions that a party of Powhatan captured Smith after killing his two companions. The Powhatan chief threatened to kill Smith also. This was the fabled encounter with Pocahantas in which Smith later claimed that the eleven-year-old girl saved his life. 

The Indians allowed Smith to return to the colony after agreeing to give the colonists food in exchange for iron hatchets and some copper trinkets. 

When he returned what was left of the population accused him of causing his companions death. The Council condemned him to death.

Captain Christopher Newport, who had left the previous summer to gather supplies for the colony, returned with a shipload of supplies. Captain Newport found a colony in collapse. Of the original 104 men, only 38 survived and of these only ten were able to work. The rest were so weakened by disease and hunger they could not walk. One of the leaders, John Smith, was under sentence of death and food was in short supply. His arrival with fresh supplies and a new contingent of colonists revived the colony. 

Then, on January 7, disaster struck. A fire somewhere in the colony a fire broke out. It took little time for the fire to spread and consume the buildings, the new supplies and the fort. 

Captain Smith again saved the colony by returning to the Powhatans and negotiating for food and supplies. 

The colony persevered, rebuilding the buildings and the fort by spring. The colonists eventually elected Smith leader of the colony, and it was his leadership that saved the colony. 

Smith's First Chesapeake Voyage

Just over a year after the colonists settled at Jamestown and six months after the devastating fire, John Smith led fourteen men on an expedition from their fort on June 2, 1608, to explore the region that surrounded them. 

Members of the Crew

Smith included a doctor, Walter Russel, and a blacksmith, James Read. He also took six men that knew how to handle firearms, James Bourne, William Cantrill, Richard Fetherstone, Thomas Momford, Ralph Morton, Michael Sicklemore. Fish merchant Richard Keale knew how to identify edible fish and fisherman Jonas Profit would know how to catch fish. James Watkins and Anas Todkill served as laborers and soldiers. Tailor John Powell kept their clothing in repair and carpenter Robert Small would handle boat repairs. Smith, as captain, led this expedition out Jamestown on June 2, 1608. 

The Expedition

The expedition's purpose was to find the Northwest Passage, which would serve as a direct route to Asia. During the eighteen day voyage the men traveled up the Potomac River to the present site of Washington DC and then traveled downstream and then up the Chesapeake Bay until it reached the Patapsco River. The expedition encountered a severe storm on June 4. Throughout the entire voyage the explorers encountered natives, most of whom were friendly. On June 17, they encountered an ambush at Nomini Creek. The gunfire of the colonists amazed the warriors, leading to a peaceful resolution. A stingray stung Smith on July 17, almost killing him. Smith retaliated by having the creature for his supper that night.  The expedition returned to Jamestown on July 21. 

Second Expedition

Smith led a second expedition on July 24. This expedition included twelve men and traveled to the head of Chesapeake Bay, leading Smith to the conclusion that this body of water was not the Northwest Passage. 

John Smith Submits His First Book About Jamestown 

John Smith wrote several books about his experiences in Jamestown.  The first, A True Relation of Such Occurrences and Accidents of Note as Happened in Virginia. He submitted it on August 13, 1608.  At this time, he was still serving as president of the colony in Virginia.

The Book

Smith and the other colonists kept notes of their experiences in the New World. These journals included maps, geographic details and incidents with the natives. True Relations includes his experiences from the time they landed until he sent the journal to England on a supply ship. After his injury in a gunpowder accident and his return to England in 1609, he revised the letter into a book. Publishers published it as The Proceedings of the English Colony in Virginia, in 1612. His other books include:

A True Relation of Such Occurrences and Accidents of Note as Happened in Virginia (1608)

A Map of Virginia (1612)

The Proceedings of the English Colony in Virginia (1612)

A Description of New England (1616)

New England's Trials (1620, 1622)

The Generall Historie of Virginia, New-England, and the Summer Isles (1624)

An Accidence, or the Pathway to Experience Necessary for all Young Seamen (1626)

A Sea Grammar (1627)  the first sailors' word book in English

The True Travels, Adventures and Observations of Captain John Smith (1630)

Advertisements for the Unexperienced Planters of New England, or Anywhere (1631)

Valuable Insight Into Life at Jamestown

Smith's books provide a valuable window into life at the first permanent English settlement in the New World. His notes, and those of his companions, form a valuable record of the events and relations with the natives of the area. Many of Smith's assertions are disputed. However, many of his descriptions have been confirmed by modern archeology.

Injury and Return

Unfortunately for the colony, an accident sent Smith back to England. He suffered severe burns because of a gunpowder explosion. Because of his injuries he returned to England. 

Smith would never return to Jamestown. He requested that Virginia Company officials send him back numerous times, however they rebuffed him. He did voyage back to the coast of New England in 1614. He mapped much of the area and named many features. His intent was to found another colony there; however, some French pirates captured him. He escaped and returned to England. He met Pocahontas when she traveled to England with her husband, John Rolf, in 1615. The Pilgrims considered installing him as leader of their settlement attempt in 1620, however they opted for Miles Standish, instead. Smith passed away in England in 1631 and was interred under the south aisle of Saint Sepulcher-without-Newgate Church, Holborn Viaduct, London.

First Non-English Settlers Arrived in Jamestown

Needing some skilled craftsmen to make profitable products to ship back to England, the Virginia Company of London recruited German and Polish artisans to come to the colony. These craftsmen included wood-mill-men to make lumber, tar makers, soap makers, glassmakers, and a mineral prospector. The new settlers arrived on the Second Supply mission that arrived on the English ship, "Mary and Margaret" on October 01, 1608. The ship also brought in the colony's first women, Thomas Forrest's wife, Margaret Foxe Forrest and her maid, Anne Burras.  

Second Virginia Charter 

The King had issued the First Virginia Charter on April 10,1606 to the Virginia Company. The Second Virginia Charter changed a few of the administrative details of the first Charter. The major change was the expansion of territory that the Virginia Company controlled. 

Virginia Company of London (London Company)

The purpose of the Virginia Company, as stated by the King, was to propagate the Christian religion. The Charter stated the settlers were to engage "in propagating of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkness and miserable Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and may in time bring the Infidels and Savages, living in those parts, to human Civility, and to a settled and quiet Government."

The First Virginia Charter

The first charter to the Virginia Company by King James granted the company all lands "which are not now actually possessed by any Christian Prince or People", a sizeable chunk of property the lay between forty-five degrees latitude and thirty degrees latitude and extending one hundred miles inland from the coast. The stated purpose of the charter was in  "propagating of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkness and miserable Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and may in time bring the Infidels and Savages, living in those parts, to human Civility, and to a settled and quiet Government: DO, by these our Letters Patents, graciously accept of, and agree to, their humble and well-intended Desires."

The Charter extended all the rights of an Englishman to the settlers of these lands. It gave them the normal protections that a British citizen enjoyed. The king retained ownership of the land. The shareholders and the king would share the profits of any venture. The Charter provided a governing Council both in England with a member of it in the new colonies. There were two branches of the Company, a Virginia branch and a Plymouth branch. The Virginia branch received a charter to establish colonies in the Chesapeake Bay area.  The Plymouth branch obtained the New England area. 

Second Virginia Charter

The king issued the Second Virginia on May 23, 1609. The Second Virginia Charter expanded the area of control. The old charter had limited the inland penetration to one hundred miles from the coastline. The Second Charter extended the region from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast, an area that would include the latter Northwest Territory and the states of Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota. The charter also included virtually all of what would later become the Continental United States. This was instrumental later when Virginia granted George Rogers Clark the area that would become Clark County in the State of Indiana in 1781. Virginia finally gave up this claim on March 1, 1784, to satisfy Maryland's demand before it ratified the Articles of Confederation. 

Thomas West Saves Jamestown Colony

The Jamestown colonists had undergone a terrible winter during 1609 - 1610. Called "the Starving Time," the colonists stood ready to abandon the colony many historians regard as the beginning of the British Empire. Newly appointed Virginia Governor Thomas West arrived just as the colonists were departing the stricken colony.

First Governor of Virginia 

Thomas West, Baron De La Warr, and Anne Knollys West, birthed their son, Thomas West, on July 9, 1576, in Wherwell, Hampshire, England. He attended Queen's College, Oxford, where he received a degree. After graduation, he entered the army and served under Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex. The Queen accused him of participating in Devereax's insurrection against her; however, the court acquitted him. Upon the death of his father, he succeeded to the title of Baron De La Warr. He became an advisor to the Court in 1602 when he joined the Privy Council. 

Appointment as Governor

The newly planted Jamestown Colony faced many difficulties. This led King James I to appoint him as a member of the royal council that governed Virginia in November 1606. He became the biggest investor in the Virginia Company of London when he invested 500 pounds in it. The adoption of the Charter of 1609 abolished the council. It empowered the company to appoint a permanent resident governor. The company chose Baron West on February 28, 1610. 

Starving Time

The Jamestown colonists had arrived at Jamestown during a time of drought. The drought, accompanied by severe winters, lasted six long years, from 1606 through 1612. The colonist had come ill-prepared. They had inadequate supplies and little provision to grow or provide for themselves. Supplies were supposed to come from England. These supplies came irregularly and in inadequate quantities. This put them at the mercy of the local tribes, who initially gave them corn and other foodstuffs. During 1608, the colonists began stealing corn and other supplies from the natives.  They also suffered a low harvest due to the drought. This led to animosity, fueled by the English attempts to break out of the isolation Powhatan tried to enforce. The colonists had attempted, with some success, to contact other tribes. Powhatan halted trade with the settlers, putting them at a serious disadvantage.  The winter of 1609 was especially severe, reducing the numbers of colonists from about 240 to around sixty. During this time, the colonists consumed snakes, rats, mice, musk turtles, cats, dogs, horses. They possibly even indulged in cannibalism in a desperate attempt to survive.

Abandonment of the Colony

By spring 1610, Sir Thomas Gates arrived at the colony to find it in a crisis. He decided to evacuate it and the remainder of the settlers boarded his ship for the return to England. Lord De la Warr had left England on a relief expedition a year earlier, but his fleet had been scattered by a hurricane. He managed to regroup some of his ships and arrived in time to intercept Gates and convince them to return to the colony. The fleet had adequate supplies and a fresh supply of colonists. West and his relief expedition arrived at Jamestown as the colonists were leaving the harbor. 

Great Charter of Virginia Drafted

Since its inception, the colonists at Jamestown had struggled to become profitable and suffered from a shortage of prospective colonists discouraged by the harsh laws and limited opportunities available to them. Sir Edwin Sandys had become treasurer of the Virginia Company and by 1618 had decided that the company needed a series of reforms to become successful. The Great Charter of 1618 evolved out of these reforms.

Struggle for Profitibility and Colonists

The stockholders of the Virginia Company were in a perpetual state of dissatisfaction over the lack of profits from their expensive colony at Jamestown. Until John Rolf's experiments with tobacco, the colonists had not found a suitable cash crop. Tobacco proved to be
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