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			Book Presentation: What’s the Matter with California? by Jack Cashill

			Book Abstract

			What’s the Matter with California? is Cashill’s response to Thomas Frank’s What’s the Matter with Kansas? Cashill believes that instead of focusing on Kansas, we should be focusing on California and its cultural, political, and economic fault lines.

			California used to be a symbol of America’s future, a land of fresh starts with strong family values and a hard work ethic. But over the past 40 years, it has turned into a self-indulgent, overtaxed, and over-regulated state where traditional family values are demonized. Cashill asserts that a cultural cataclysm appears to be on the way, but if the right thinking citizens act now, they have a chance to save this American treasure from its shaky future. All of America should be worried because, as history has shown, what happens in California will eventually happen all over the country.

			About the Author

			Jack Cashill is the executive editor of Ingram’s Magazine, Kansas City’s premier business magazine, and has been published in The Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, and Fortune. He is also the author of Hoodwinked and Sucker Punch. 

		


		
			Summary of What’s the Matter with California? (Jack Cashill)

			Kansas Is Just Fine

			In his book, What’s the Matter with Kansas, Thomas Frank’s writing could be based more on his own emotional scarring than the truth. A juvenile delinquent pulled a knife on him when he was only 10 and while he wasn’t harmed, it may explain why his ultimate conclusion is that wealth has some secret bond with crime, drug use, bullying, lying, adultery, and others assorted sins. But one thing you’ll actually see in Kansas City is the lack of walls or gates; the community is still very open – perhaps things aren’t as Frank claims.

			Walls and gates tell you a lot about a community. Unlike Kansas City, Los Angeles is full of gates and fences. Even in the most affluent neighborhoods, the people have gated themselves in. All 550 public schools, with one exception in Northridge, look like gated prisons.

			Besides the gates, there are signs all around California showing that the state is coming unglued, but too many of its citizens refuse to even see what the true problems are. ABETTO stands for “A Blind Eye to the Obvious”; a recurring theme in California. Californians fixate on the less true, less relevant, irrelevant, half true, and sometimes the downright false. By denying the obvious, California fails to get to the root causes of its problems.

			Revisionist History

			After WWII, California became a destination for America’s middle class. For the 25 years following WWII, 1,200 people arrived in California every day. By 1962, the state had 17 million people and the forward thinking citizens saw the shackles of the past as broken. The problem was that too many of them decided that traditional notions like state, nation, family and faith were also shackles, so they went about getting rid of them, not aware that there was nothing to replace them with but walls, fences, gates and prisons.

			The Family

			One of the first shackles liberals eroded was the traditional family. In 1969, the no-fault divorce was passed in California and in 1970, the state registered a record 112,942 divorces, a 38% increase from just the year before and a 60% higher rate than the rest of the country. By 1985, just about every state adopted the no-fault divorce.

			Divorced parents, multiple marriages, children born out of wedlock, and absent fathers quickly became a common theme in the state’s most tragic stories. Divorce is a life-transforming experience, which studies have shown to have enormous effect on sex, drug abuse, and violence in the children affected by it. Whether it’s the Charles Manson girls looking for a father or Crips founder Tookie Williams growing up without one, California has suffered from high divorce rates. The thread of divorce is as thick as a bridge cable here, but ABETTO prevents many from seeing that. California’s children of divorce now have enormous influence on the state’s political and civic life.

			Hollywood, in front of and behind the screen, is full of children of divorce, yet these are the same people who have been tasked with showing the rest of the world how American family life works. Up until the 1960s, the nuclear family dominated television, but was beginning to fade as it had in the movies. Now, you will hardly find any sign of faith worship or extended families (especially fathers) on television and in the movies.

			South Central & The Barrio

			In 1969, the most gratuitously lethal American tribe since the Comanche was originating in South Central L.A.: the Crips. The gang was so ruthless that the other gangs had to combine forces in order to survive; which is how the Bloods were created. Since 1969, roughly 100,000 Californians have been murdered by these gangs. Californians will say that black males are in prison because of unfair drug prosecutions or three-strikes laws, but the real reason for the high number of black males in prison is because so many black males are committing crimes and the recurring theme, again, is a fatherless and faithless home.

			Some young black directors have been trying to tell America the true story of how gangs and violence are eating away at fatherless boys. In Boyz in the Hood, the one thing that keeps Tre from turning his anger into violence is his father’s moral reinforcement. In Menace II Society, fatherless Caine’s rejection of family and faith offered to him by his grandparents ultimately leads to his imprisonment and murder. What you’ll also see in these movies is the realization that the essential problem in the community is theirs to solve.

			Hispanics tend to have stronger family units than blacks, but they are not immune to the lures of California life. Sociologists blame the problems of Hispanic males and violence on racism or other external forces such as poverty, completely ignoring their family backgrounds. This, despite the men they interview for their articles, studies, and books telling them about the confusion and disorientation their parent’s divorce brought them. Most gang members in or out of jail will tell you they joined gangs to fill a void left by families under stress, but L.A. continues to dump its anti-gang funding into everything except promoting family, fathers, or faith. No wonder things have only gotten worse.

			The Government as Father

			The reforms of the 1960s were meant to help black families have a better life, but what they did was give black families even more incentive to live without a father in the home. The Aid to Families with Dependent Children program defined the “family” they would assist as a home without a working dad.

			Before welfare reform in 1996, California was spending more on welfare than education. Liberals shouted that poverty and racism caused the problem until statistics proved that the gang culture was spawned during some of the state’s most prosperous decades. Once literal poverty and racism could no longer be an excuse, they moved on to blame “institutional racism” and “structural poverty” to ensure that victimization would be eternal.

			Sky Blue

			The essence of spiritual progression, which originated in California, contributes heavily to the self-indulgent culture in the state. In an attempt to eliminate Judeo-Christian beliefs, we hear common themes like “there is no truth,” “self-actualization,” and “live in the moment.” The idea of Humanism, in the form of Scientology and other new religions, was the result of a search for a non-theistic society. The founders wanted to replace what they thought was an oppressive, outdated religion with something that would allow them to do what they wanted without guilt. The movement spread through California and has had severe consequences.

			If Californians bothered to look at the history of these movements, they would see the intentions and actions of their leaders were not in their best interest. If they looked into the private lives of some of these people they would be shocked. For example, Zen master Jack Frost abandoned his wife and four children. “Est” founder Werner Hans Erhard fled the country after his competitor, L. Ron Hubbard, leaked news of his personal life to the press. On 60 Minutes, his own daughter said, “He beats his wife and he beats his children and he rapes his daughter and then he goes and tells people how to have marvelous relationships.” Hubbard himself, the creator of what would become Scientology, stole away the wife of his mentor.

			Faith, the Church, and the Left

			Some of the Californians who didn’t denounce all religion chose to take over traditional religion and steer it to the far left. The Episcopal Church, based in San Francisco’s Nob Hill, is a prime example. In addition to its appointment of openly gay bishops, its leaders have been some of the primary players in the move to question religion.

			Bishop James Pike is the biggest example. In the late ‘60s, Pike, who was the most popular American religious figure of the time, openly doubted the Virgin Birth and the Trinity. He created the idea of “situational ethics” espousing a new morality. Pike himself had multiple divorces, a son who committed suicide, and one mistress who did the same. It is no surprise that his leadership prompted a mass exodus from the church.

			California was also an attractive draw for cultish organizations such as Jim Jones Peoples Temple. Jones moved his church from Indianapolis to San Francisco, used the victimization strategies of racism and sexism to attract members, immersed his followers in socialism and sexual promiscuity, and then led them to their mass suicide.

			Sin & Fame

			In March 2003, the Hollywood crowd at the Oscars surged to their feet in applause when Roman Polanski won the best director award for his Holocaust drama The Pianist. Polanski, however, wasn’t there and hadn’t been in America since he was charged with statutory rape of a 13 year-old-girl. He was 43 at the time. The girl testified that she believes she was drugged, repeatedly told him to stop, and that she wanted to go home. Despite this, the incident is portrayed by most of Hollywood as merely a misdeed or personal mistake. Polanski said he was just making love.

			In a world where values are as shaky as the terrain
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