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Lionel “Leo” Messi 

was born in Rosario,  Argentina,

a city garnished with green

and wrapped by the Paraná River. 

In Rosario, factories hummed,

bicycles clattered 

and tango dancers twirled.

But everything stopped for football. 















Baby Leo’s parents didn’t have much money

but the family home was loving,

noisy and football-obsessed.

Before he could even walk, Leo watched his older brothers, 

Rodrigo and Matías, kick and block, dribble and dart,

and send balls flying into the back of the net.








Each time they scored, Leo roared!

And as soon as he could stand,

Leo joined in.

Toddle. 

Tap !

Wobble. Whack!

Stagger. Send!

Sprint. SHOOT!
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