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        Kylie

      

      

      

      I rush along the busy sidewalk, excusing my way past strangers. I get more than one irritated look as I brush and bump past people, but damn it, I don’t want to be late for work again.

      Granted, I only work at the city library, but it’s still a job, and it’s one that I actually kind of like. I can’t afford to go to college, so working at the library is the next best thing for a girl like me from the wrong side of the tracks.

      I huff, irritated at myself. There’s no good reason for me to consistently run late every day. Hell, I live alone, but the problem is my over-zealous neighbor.

      Mike has been trying to date me since day one I moved into the apartment building. I’ve repeatedly told him as nicely as I can I’m not ready for anything like that. That doesn’t stop him from losing hope, though. Almost every morning now, he comes out of his apartment, which is unfortunately right across from mine, when he sees me leaving. He’ll strike up the most ridiculous conversations, and me being the nice girl that I am struggles to break away as politely as I can.

      I’m torn. Part of me wants to scream at him to fuck off, but the other part of me knows that I can’t afford to make enemies in the building. This is the nicest apartment building I’ve ever lived in. I’m finally somewhat stable and not scraping for a place to stay or food to eat. I don't want to have to move again.

      I hear my phone ringing and look down to dig in my purse, all the while never slowing up in my frantic move toward the huge three-story building that is the library. I’m almost there…

      Just as I find my phone and pull it from my purse long enough to see my boss' name flashing on the screen, I collide into a brick wall—well, it feels like a brick wall anyway.

      My arms flail up on instinct, my phone still clutched tightly in my hand. I know I’m going to fall, and I wonder how I could have veered off course so much that I ran into a wall.

      I don’t topple over as expected, though. Instead, I find myself steadied by strong hands. Huge hands that nearly wrap all the way around the tops of my arms where they hold me.

      My eyes travel from the hands up decidedly masculine arms to a muscled chest covered with a black T-shirt, a strong, stubbled jawline and then stormy gray eyes regarding me more intensely than I think anyone has ever looked at me in my entire life. A lock of dark hair falls to the side of his forehead as he gazes down at me—and “down at me” is definitely the correct way to describe it. He’s tall—at least a head taller than me, if not more—and big, like he works out all the time. His muscles are bulging underneath the sleeves of his short-sleeve shirt, but with that errant lock of hair falling into his eyes, I can’t help thinking that he looks like a cross between a convict and one of the male models found on the covers of romance novels.

      He’s nothing but solid muscle, power radiating off of him.

      It’s a good thing his hands are still holding me up because I feel my knees go weak as his eyes pin me to the spot as if he’s seeing deep inside me. It’s insane, and I feel my body flush with embarrassment as if he’s seen some secret part of me I’ve never shared with anyone. I know that’s also a crazy reaction and wonder what’s wrong with me. My nerves must be on edge by Mike and all his bullshit.

      My phone is still ringing shrilly, the damn thing that caused all this, but I’m actually grateful for it now because it snaps me back to reality.

      “I’m–I’m so sorry,” I stammer as I get my wits back about me and pull back from him, breaking hold from his huge hands and piercing gray eyes that look like they’re about to devour me.

      I answer my phone and hurry the last few steps to the library, putting as much distance between me and the dangerously intense man as possible, while my boss yells at me on the other end of the line for being late—yet again.
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      I’m watching the pretty blonde’s long curls bounce just above the small of her back as she hurries away from me in a flurry like a butterfly that landed on me for just a moment before flitting away. Her lithe hips are swaying innocently, but what the sight’s doing to me is anything but innocent. Fuck, I inwardly groan to myself.

      I can’t believe I’m standing in the middle of the sidewalk fighting a hard-on. When she ran into me with that soft, little body, I felt her pert tits smash up against my chest, but it wasn’t that that did it. It was those huge blue eyes framed with thick lashes that sent an electric jolt through my system.

      Something in their depths calls to me. They’re like the ocean, and I fell into their abyss upon sight, drowning in them.

      And her rosy little mouth opened in a perfect “o” that made me want to fill it with my cock…Christ Almighty.

      Her little pink skirt is too short, barely covering her ass, and I’m wondering what the hell she’s thinking leaving her house dressed like that. Her white button-up shirt provides enough coverage on the surface, but coupled with that little skirt flaring out around her hips, it’s sinfully innocent, which doesn’t make a damn bit of sense.

      I shake my head. What the hell’s wrong with me? It’s obviously been too long since I’ve gotten laid.

      Not that I have a problem getting women. I know I can have any woman I want. Not being cocky. Those are just facts. The fact that I’m a billionaire certainly doesn’t hurt anything, though my billionaire status isn’t anything I ever chased. The business was passed down to me by a stubborn father who wanted his son to follow in the family business. No matter that I didn’t give a flying fuck about being a businessman. And I still don’t. The old man would be turning over in his grave if he knew I let others run the corporation and simply benefited from the monetary gain.

      Money talks, especially with the opposite sex. The simple fact is I’m tired of the charade, the endless women whose faces all blur into one. I don’t even have to buy them dinner to get in their pants. All I have to do is drive up in my Ferrari or Bugatti and they’re more than willing. It’s…tiresome.

      I long ago started relieving myself with my trusty fist. It’s just easier. Besides, after my time in the marines, I value my privacy. I live alone, and that’s the way I want it. People get on my damn nerves. I only come out for a run every now and then, like I’m doing today, to get some fresh air. And because physical training is just ingrained in me. I stay fit, making sure I’ll always be a weapon of mass destruction if need be. I’ve done my time in the military and got honorably discharged when my old man passed, leaving everything to me. I guess I should have made a career of it with my willpower. That ship hasn’t totally sailed yet. I can always rejoin, and I’ve thought of it a time or two.

      It’s the privacy issue, though. I don’t savvy the thought of being packed into a bunker with ten other fuckers like a can of sardines.

      Naw, I’m over that shit.

      It’s pitiful really. I have all the money in the world. I can go anywhere I want and do anything I want, but I’m bored with all of it. Bored with life.

      Until now…

      I continue to watch my little butterfly as I suddenly realize in a moment of clarity that she’s exactly what I’ve been waiting for.

      It’s crazy, and I know it. I also know I’m not the crazy type. I haven’t gotten where I am today by making rash decisions. Maybe I’ve finally and truly lost it, but something about her has drawn out the beast in me. Like a wolf imprinting on his mate, our eyes clashed, and now I feel like my life will forever be entwined with hers.

      I don’t know anything about her. But something tells me she
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