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Judith and Alvin Neelley are an American married couple who were convicted of two torture murders in the early 1980s in Georgia and Alabama. Judith became the youngest woman to ever be sentenced to death in the United States; however, the Alabama governor at the time commuted her death penalty to life imprisonment in 1999; likely due to her age. Alvin died in prison in 2005 at the age of 52 due to complications resulting from surgery. Unlike most murderous couples, Judith was the primary antagonist in this relationship with much speculation that her higher IQ and deep-seated hatred of herself and others led to her actions.
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Alvin Neelley

Alvin Howard Neelley was born on 15 July 1953 in Trion, Georgia; a heavily-wooded small village in the northwest corner of the state. The youngest of three children, his older brother and sister were enamored of Alvin and they all played well together. His childhood was a happy one, full of laughter and games, and of many friends from among the neighborhood children. He swam in creeks, fished, hunted, and became a boy scout. Alvin would continue to live this charmed life until he reached adulthood.

Alvin attended Fort McHenry Elementary School and from the get-go he was the class clown who loved to tell jokes and tease his teachers. He was well-liked and popular; however, he particularly enjoyed teasing the girls, oftentimes collecting frogs with which to scare them.

By the fifth grade, Alvin started to test the proverbial waters with authorities. One time he misbehaved by standing at the classroom window and was promptly spanked by a teacher and another time he talked back to the principal which also got him into trouble.

In seventh grade Alvin started taking girls to the pool—a pool in which the owner let him attend for free because of the paying crowd he would attract. In fact, he always attracted a large admiring crowd.

When he became a teenager, Alvin turned to crime and became a car thief.

Judith Ann Neelley

Judith Ann Adams was born on 7 June 1964 in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, approximately 90 miles south of Nashville. At the time, Murfreesboro was “a dingy little town of seedy trailer parks and honkey-tonks.” Judith’s mother was a housewife and her father was a construction worker and carpenter; the latter of whom she rarely saw, much to her disappointment. She also had an older sister named Dottie, an older brother named James, who everyone called Jimbo, and younger brothers, Davey and Bill. The Adams’ lived in the Walter Hill section of Murfreesboro and despite not being affluent, they were not poor either, and Judith would never claim to have been deprived of anything.

Judith attended the Walter Hill School during the day and then played with friends until dinnertime. When her father started his own construction company in 1973, his income increased but he remained rather distant from his daughter, particularly when he would drink. For Christmas that same year her father gave her a blonde doll with a pink polka-dot body named Drowsey that talked when its cord was pulled, as well as a “Tote-A-Tune” small red keyboard with a carrying strap and book of songs. Over the years these two toys would become her most beloved possessions.

One Saturday evening in March 1974 when Judith was nine years of age, her father got atop his motorcycle, intoxicated, and subsequently slammed into the highway guardrail, killing himself. While she had always been the quiet child, her father’s death turned her into stone.

In the fall of 1979 26-year-old Alvin Neelley fell head over heels in love with 15-year-old Judith Ann Adams, and vice versa. The two eloped very quickly after meeting and embarked upon a joint life of crime.
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On 11 September 1982, Rome, Georgia, Youth Development Center employee Ken Dooley’s house was shot at four times. Prior to the incident he received a telephone call from an unidentified woman later discovered to have been Judith who stated that the attack was a direct result of her being sexually abused while incarcerated at the Youth Development Center. The following day fellow employee Linda Adair’s home was firebombed with a Molotov cocktail after she received a similar telephone call. The unidentified female caller said that both Dooley and Adair would die for the abuse she endured in the Youth Development Center in Rome.

Soon thereafter the couple took up armed robbery. Once, Judith was arrested for robbing a woman in a parking lot at gunpoint in Georgia while she was nine months pregnant with twins. After giving birth in jail, temporary custody of the children was awarded to Alvin’s parents until she was released.

Lisa Millican

Lisa Ann Millican was a 13-year-old girl who was abducted by Judith and Alvin and subsequently raped, beaten, tortured, and killed.

Born in 1969, Millican had suffered sexual abuse by her father since the age of ten and had been removed from her family’s home in Lafayette, Georgia, a little more than a month before she was murdered. She was placed into a home in Rome before being transferred to the Ethel Harpst Home in Cedartown. She was housed in a facility not because she was a delinquent but because she had been living in her mother’s car with her other siblings—in poverty—and had nowhere else to go.

She persuaded the house parent at Harpst Home to take her and a group of her friends to the Riverbend Mall on the night of 25 September 1982. Judith picked up Millican at the mall. At trial it was brought out that the Neelleys searched the streets of Rome looking for a young girl for Alvin and that they had planned to inject the victim with drain cleaner to kill her.

Judith drove them to a hotel in Franklin, Georgia, where Millican was forced to have sex with Alvin before being handcuffed and made to sleep naked on the floor.

The following morning the Neelleys picked up their two-year-old twins and drove to Scottsboro, Alabama, where they stayed in room 12 at the Five Points Motel. There, Judith repeatedly beat Millican with a stick but as she was not rendered unconscious Millican was brutally raped by Alvin later that day and the following morning. Millican was handcuffed and forced to stay in the bathroom while at the hotel and was subjected to repeated rapes by Alvin.

The next day they left Scottsboro with Millican handcuffed inside Judith’s car. They followed highway 35 from Scottsboro to Fort Payne and then to Rocky Glade at the edge of Little River Canyon where they parked along the rim. Judith testified that she took Millican to the base of a nearby tree and told her to lie face down on the ground. Judith removed a syringe from her purse and, after telling Millican that the injection would put her to sleep so that Judith could leave without Millican knowing where she went, injected her in the neck with Liquid Drano because she had heard that this was a quick and undetectable way to kill someone. Unfortunately for Millican, the drain cleaner didn’t do what Judith thought it would. Despite complaining about the pain, Millican didn’t die. The subsequent five injections—into her neck, arms, and buttocks—also failed to kill her. Millican was subjected to this torture for at least 30 minutes. After repeatedly begging for her life, Judith told Millican to walk to the edge of the canyon and stand with her back to Judith. Then Judith shot her. Instead of falling into the canyon as Judith had planned she fell backward along the edge of the canyon, lying face-up and bleeding. Judith used her knee to push Lisa off the cliff and into the canyon. She then tossed the towel-wrapped syringes into the canyon along with her bloodied jeans. Judith’s children slept through the entire thing.

Millican’s body had landed on the floor of Little River Canyon, a densely wooded area most people used as a garbage dump and 80 feet below the precipice from where Judith had pushed her lifeless body.

On the evening of 29 September 1982 DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office received a call from a woman who gave detailed directions to “a young girl’s body.” That night, Deputy James Mays and other deputies found Millican’s body, shot to death, bearing puncture wounds from the hypodermic needles, and crumpled over a fallen tree. The next morning her body was removed from the canyon with a rope. Investigators also found three empty syringes and a pair of bloodied jeans near where Millican’s body was found and were unsure as to whether this evidence had anything to do with Millican’s death as there was much debris around the crime scene. The Alabama Department of Forensic Science in Huntsville ascertained that the blood on the jeans did, in fact, belong to Millican; however, they were too large to have been hers. At trial Judith stated that they were hers and because Millican didn’t fall off the cliff when she was shot, Judith’s pushing her with her knee caused her jeans to become bloodstained. They also discovered that the syringes contained drain cleaner.

Had Judith not informed authorities about Millican’s fate or where her body was buried, the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office might not have discovered it for years because Millican was from Rome, Georgia, like the Neelleys, so the search for her body was focused there.  The entire investigation was subsequently focused in Rome, Georgia, because that’s where Millican was from and where she had disappeared. Detective Kenneth Kines was assigned the case and discovered Millican’s sad childhood of sexual abuse, removal from her home, placement in
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