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  Dedication


To my grandson, Kayle Kopping

Your boundless energy, curiosity, wicked sense of humour, and our bedtime giggles breathed life into the Hazardous Harold stories. Those shared moments before sleep sparked each lesson and adventurous mishap. I hope Harold’s misadventures bring the same joy, warmth, and gentle guidance to children everywhere—just as they did to you.

And to all of my grandchildren— Blaze, Rane, Jett, Elenna, Annika, Natalie,  Millah, Hallie,  Jannah, Hunter, Meagan, Chloe, and Aaron, 

Your insights, laughter and wonder are woven into these stories, and continue to inspire me.  

May these tales bring back shared moments and continue to spark imaginations, bring smiles, and remind you that life’s greatest adventures begin with a dream, a laugh, and a loving heart.

With all my love, 

Zeida Geoff



About the Harold Student Wellbeing & Learning Framework™
Every Harold story is part of the Harold Student Wellbeing & Learning Framework™, helping young people build confidence, resilience, empathy, responsibility and the practical life skills they need to thrive.
The Misadventures of Hazardous Harold is a connected 29-book story-based learning framework that transforms everyday mistakes into unforgettable adventures.
Through humour, friendship and real-life challenges, Harold encourages young people to build confidence, resilience, critical thinking, communication skills, emotional wellbeing and positive character — discovering that mistakes are not failures, but opportunities to learn, grow and make a positive difference.
hazardousharold.com






  
  Welcome


Welcome to the World of Hazardous Harold 
Harold is not trying to get into trouble…
…but trouble has a funny way of finding him.
Whether it’s a science fair disaster, a sports day slip-up, or a simple plan that goes wildly wrong, Harold always seems to end up in the middle of chaos.
But here’s the thing…
Every one of Harold’s misadventures hides something important:
	A lesson about friendship

	A moment of courage

	A chance to learn something new



So get ready to laugh, cringe, and maybe even recognise a little bit of yourself along the way.
Because in Harold’s world…
mistakes aren’t the end of the story — they’re where the story really begins.
✳️ ABOUT THIS BOOK 
For Readers, Parents & Educators
This story is part of The Misadventures of Hazardous Harold series — created to help young readers enjoy books, build confidence, and discover important life skills through humour.
Each story can be enjoyed on its own…
But behind the scenes, every book is part of something bigger:
The Harold Youth Wellbeing And Learning Ecosystem™
A unique approach that supports:
	Readers → confidence, engagement, enjoyment

	Parents → simple ways to guide, support and advocate

	Educators → classroom ready discussion and learning links



You don’t need any of that to enjoy the story…but it’s there FOR FREE if you want to go further.
Simply go to the official website hazardousharold.com and click on any "Join Harold's Circle of Friends" button.
✳️ QUICK NOTE TO GROWN-UPS 
If you’re reading this with a child, you may notice moments worth pausing on—
small decisions, reactions, or turning points.
You don’t need to “teach” anything.
Sometimes the best conversations start with:
“What do you think Harold should have done?”
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  Chapter one
The Announcement


It was Monday morning at Bondi Primary School, and Mrs. Patterson stood at the front of the classroom with a huge smile. 
"Class, I have exciting news! This Friday is Pet Day!"
The classroom erupted in cheers. 
Kids bounced in their seats, already chattering about their dogs, cats, hamsters, and goldfish."You'll each bring your pet to share with the class," 
Mrs. Patterson continued. "It's a wonderful opportunity to practice responsibility and public speaking.
"Harold's heart sank like a rock in a pond. He didn't have a pet. Not even a goldfish. His mum had always said their tiny apartment was "too small for anything with a heartbeat.
"His best friend Murphy leaned over, grinning. "I'm bringing Biscuit! My golden retriever can do tricks!"Sarah turned around from the front row. "I'm bringing my rabbit, Snowflake. She's so fluffy!"Even Simon, the quietest kid in class, had a pet—a corn snake named Slinky.
Harold slumped in his chair, feeling a twinge of something uncomfortable—envy mixed with embarrassment. Everyone had something special to share. Everyone except him.
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  Chapter two
The Terrible Idea


That afternoon, Harold sat on his bed, staring at the ceiling. 
He had to bring something to Pet Day. He couldn't be the only kid without a pet. That would be mortifying.
"Maybe I could just skip Friday," he muttered. But that felt like giving up, and Harold wasn't a quitter—he was a problem solver! Sort of.
Then it hit him like a lightning bolt. "I'll just... borrow a pet! Just for the day!"
His brain started spinning. Mrs. Chen next door had that grumpy orange cat, Marmalade. Mr. Rodriguez down the hall had a parakeet. Surely someone would lend him a pet for a few hours?
But as Harold thought about asking, a nervous knot formed in his stomach. 
What if they said no? 
What if they asked why he didn't have his own pet? 
The truth felt too embarrassing to admit.
"I'll just... borrow one without asking," Harold whispered to himself. "I'll bring it back before anyone notices. It's not stealing—it's temporary borrowing!"
Even as he said it, Harold felt uneasy. But the thought of showing up empty-handed on Friday was worse. This would be fine. Probably. Maybe.
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  Chapter three
Operation Pet Snatch


Thursday after school, Harold put his plan into action. 
He knew Mrs. Chen left for her book club every Thursday at 4 PM. 
He'd seen Mr. Rodriguez's parakeet, Pickles, perched by the window countless times.
But when Harold passed Mrs. Chen's door, Marmalade hissed at him through the mail slot. "Okay, not the cat," Harold muttered nervously.
Mr. Rodriguez's door was slightly ajar—he was always forgetting to close it properly. 
Harold's heart pounded as he tiptoed inside. 
There was Pickles, a bright green parakeet, chirping happily in his cage by the window.
"Just borrowing you for tomorrow, buddy," Harold whispered, carefully lifting the cage. 
His hands shook. 
This felt wrong, but he was already here, and Pet Day was tomorrow, and everyone would laugh if he showed up with nothing...Harold hurried back to his apartment, cage in hand, and hid Pickles in his closet. 
"Tomorrow, you'll be a star," he told the confused bird. 
"Then I'll bring you right back."
But that night, Harold barely slept. Every time he closed his eyes, he imagined Mr. Rodriguez discovering Pickles missing. 
What if the old man was worried? 
What if he called the police?
Harold's stomach churned with guilt, but he'd come too far to turn back now.
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  Chapter four
Pet Day Arrives


Friday morning, Harold stuffed Pickles' cage into his oversize backpack and headed to school. The bird squawked and fluttered, making the backpack wiggle and bounce. 
"Harold, is your bag... moving?" his mum asked at breakfast.
"Just some, uh, science project stuff!" Harold lied, his face turning red. 
Another lie. 
They were starting to pile up like dirty laundry.
At school, the classroom was transformed into a mini zoo. 
Murphy's golden retriever barked excitedly. Sarah's fluffy rabbit twitched its nose. Simon's snake coiled peacefully in a glass tank.
When it was Harold's turn, he dramatically pulled Pickles' cage from his backpack. 
"This is Pickles!  My, uh, parakeet!"
Mrs. Patterson smiled. "I didn't know you had a bird, Harold!"
"Yep! Just got him... recently," Harold mumbled, his stomach twisting into knots.
Pickles chirped and hopped on his perch, and the class "oohed" and "ahhed." 
For a moment, Harold felt a spark of pride. 
He'd pulled it off!
But then Mia raised her hand, squinting at the cage. "Hey, doesn't Mr. Rodriguez have a bird that looks exactly like that?
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  Chapter five
The Unraveling


"What? No! This is my bird. Totally different bird. 
Lots of parakeets look the same!" Harold stammered, his voice getting squeakier with each word.
But Mia wouldn't let it go. "I helped Mr. Rodriguez clean Pickles' cage last week. That bird has the same yellow spot on his wing. That's Pickles!"
The classroom went silent. All eyes turned to Harold.
Mrs. Patterson's smile faded. 
"Harold, is this true? 
Did you take Mr. Rodriguez's bird?"
Harold opened his mouth to deny it, but the words stuck in his throat. His face burned with shame. The lie had seemed so small when he started, but now it felt enormous—like it was crushing him from the inside.
"I... I just borrowed him," Harold whispered, tears stinging his eyes. 
"I was going to bring him back. I just didn't want to be the only kid without a pet."
The classroom was so quiet you could hear Pickles scratching at his perch.
Mrs. Patterson's expression softened, but her voice was firm. 
"Harold, we need to talk to Principal Bloom. 
Taking something that doesn't belong to you, even temporarily, is stealing. And lying about it makes it worse."
Harold nodded miserably, feeling smaller than he'd ever felt in his life. This was so much worse than showing up without a pet.
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  Chapter six
Facing the Music


In Principal Bloom's office, Harold sat with his hands in his lap, feeling like the worst person in the world. 
 His mum had been called, and she sat beside him, disappointment written all over her face.
"Harold," Principal Bloom said gently, "why didn't you just tell your teacher you didn't have a pet?"
Harold's voice cracked. "Everyone had something cool to bring. I felt... left out. Embarrassed. I thought if I just borrowed a pet for one day, no one would know I'm the kid who doesn't have anything special."
His mum squeezed his shoulder. 
"Oh, Harold. You are special. You don't need a pet to prove that."
"But I messed up so badly," Harold sobbed. 
"Mr. Rodriguez probably thinks I'm a thief. Everyone at school thinks I'm a liar. And I am! I lied and lied and lied!"
Principal Bloom leaned forward. 
"Harold, you made a mistake. A big one. But what matters now is what you do next. Mistakes don't define us—how we fix them does."
Harold looked up, wiping his eyes. 
"What do I do?"
"You tell the truth. You apologise. You make it right. And you learn from it," Principal Bloom said. "
That takes real courage.
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