
  
  
      
        
          A Very Pagan Christmas

          
		      
          JC Brown & Lena Lane

        

        
          
          
        

      

    


  
  Copyright © 2025 by JC Brown & Lena Lane               
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permission requests, contact  info@authorjcbrown.com.
The story, all names, characters, and incidents portrayed in this production are fictitious. No identification with actual persons (living or deceased), places, buildings, and products is intended or should be inferred.
ISBN: 978-1-961739-09-3











  
  Copyright © 2025 by JC Brown & Lena Lane               
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permission requests, contact  info@authorjcbrown.com.
The story, all names, characters, and incidents portrayed in this production are fictitious. No identification with actual persons (living or deceased), places, buildings, and products is intended or should be inferred.









  
  Author's Note


This book was previously published in the 2024 Fluffy Fox Anthology titled "Mr. Snow". It has not been changed or altered since its last publication. 








  
  Blurb


Nicholas is a veterinarian and a man of science. He has no patience for the nonsense of natural remedies and herbal fix-it-alls. So when he meets Dahlia, an employee of The Blueberry Apothecary, he’s disappointed that she’s a believer of magical nonsense. But their worlds keep colliding. 
As a born witch, magic is everywhere in Dahlia’s world, even in her blood. But considering the history between humans and witches, she hides it from everyone. And the sexy vet who’s taking care of her familiar is no different. It’s too bad, though, since he’s so cute. 
Can their words come together? 

Or will their differences tear them apart?
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  About the author JC Brown


JC Brown lives in a world where magic is real and anything is possible, or at least she likes to pretend so. She has always held a fascination for the darker side of the paranormal, like evil witches, zombies, werewolves, vampires and the fae.  When her adult ADHD allows, she’s able to focus and carefully craft the intricate web of imagination onto paper. 

JC is an avid reader and lover of education that’s led her through many careers. From barista to graphic design, certified nursing assistant to school bus driver but weaving paranormal tales is what she enjoys the most.

As a American/Cuban, family and culture are especially important to her. While writing is her absolute passion, her full-time job is Mistress of Minions to her four needy goblins. They definitely keep her on her toes. However, her hysterical husband makes everything easier with his wild, and sometimes inappropriate humor. She shares her Rhode Island home with her husband, children, and parents. 
Website:

AuthorJCBrown.com

You can find and follow JC Brown on social media just by searching AuthorJCBrown








  
  About the Author Lena Lane


Lena has been writing since high school—though that first story will remain in the dark corners of her closet to protect everyone. After all, she writes romance, not horror. Just kidding! It’s not really that bad, but her idea of romance and love has certainly changed through time, not to mention her writing skills. 
Growing up in a traditional and strict family, Lena was protected—or maybe overprotected. Books became her escape, her only avenue to see the world beyond the walls of her shelter. It wasn’t long before she realized that romance was the way to go. No matter how difficult the characters’ circumstances were, by the time the book ended, everything was perfect. In romance, there is always a guaranteed happy ending.
Reality was unwelcomed and Lena devoured books like people eat chips. As soon as one was done, she was on the hunt for another. When reality intruded in her life—like work (ugh!)— and reading other people’s work was impossible, she started daydreaming, creating her own stories. Now, she wants to share those daydreams and passion with the rest of the world.
After getting her own happy ending, Lena lives in a small town in Massachusetts with her husband, two girls, two dogs, and four cats, and if her eldest daughter has anything to do about it, maybe a bird in the future… She really hopes not, though. Birds are really, really loud.
Her stories have been described as spicy yet sweet, with just enough humor to give the reader an occasional giggle.
Happy reading!
Website:

LenaLaneNovels.com

You can find and follow Lena Lane on social media by searching her name or LenaLaneNovels








  
  Prologue: Theodora and the Mouse 

Dahlia


“Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the house, everyone was sleeping, except the mouse...” Dahlia shuddered as she picked up a tail with a glove-covered hand. “Because he’s dead.” 
Theodora sat at the kitchen counter and stared down her furry nose at the human who cleaned up the remnants of the mouse she’d shredded. “Meow,” the calico called while her human tried not to vomit across the tile floor. 
“Don’t you dare correct me.” Dahlia paused to gag a bit, before adding, “I’m perfectly aware that Christmas isn’t for another few months.” She threw the tail into the trash bag she held, then sat on her heels and looked at the cat, giving it an angry stare. “You couldn’t have just let it go?” The reply was an angry hiss before she returned to her royal pose. “Okay, true. I didn’t want it living here with us either, but you didn’t have to kill it.” Dahlia went back to cleaning and then she noticed there wasn’t much of the rodent left, just some intestines and miscellaneous pieces Dahlia didn’t want to think about. “Where...where is the rest, Theo? Did—did—” she stammered, not wanting to give voice to the words going through her mind. “Did you eat it?”
The calico flopped on its side before stretching across the counter, lengthening its already large body, and showing off its pure white underbelly.
“No, you don’t get belly rubs for eating vermin!” Dahlia looked around and gagged. She caught herself just before the back of her hand connected to her mouth. “This is just too much,” she muttered and ran to the bathroom. 
After scrubbing her hands and arms with close-to-boiling water and half a bottle of soap, the gloves already turned inside out and wrapped within each other in the trash, she returned to the scene. From the entryway to the kitchen, she looked all around the room and down the hallway to make sure she was still alone. It was a longstanding habit that had kept her safe for years, and one she’d keep until the day after her death. Once she was certain there was no one else, Dahlia whispered some words beneath her breath. 
The trash bag opened itself, and pieces of the dead mouse floated into it, one by one, until there were none left. 
She whispered another set of words and watched as bottles of cleaning solution freed themselves from the cupboard beneath the sink. While she continued to mumble, all the evidence of what had occurred while she’d slept was erased. 
If only it could be erased from her memory, too. 
Dahlia crossed her arms and looked to the cat, lying on the counter like the queen she was. “Enjoy your kill, Theodora. Because, come Monday morning, you’re going to the vet.”






  
  Chapter one
Doctor’s Visit

Nicholas


Nick grabbed the folder for his next patient and knocked on the door. He waited for only a heartbeat before opening it and walking through. “Hello, I’m Doctor Nicholas,” he said automatically while pushing the door closed behind him. Without looking up, he opened his patient’s file and read the appointment notes. “Oh dear…a confirmed kill?” he asked, finally looking up to meet the caretaker’s eyes. 
Those eyes made his breath catch. Bright blue, they looked at him with concern and worry. 
“Ohhh, yes,” the woman replied, her voice deep with regret. She crossed her arms beneath her breasts, giving them a gentle rise that pushed against the edge of the white sweater she wore. “I cleaned the mess up myself.” He watched as a small shudder went through her.
“Yeah, that’s a…well, definitely a difficult job to do, cleaning that up…” Dragging his eyes away from the woman, he focused on his patient, who was lying across the metal table, on its side, stretched out and relaxed. A cat that can relax at the vet? How odd. “When did it happen?” Nick placed his hand in front of the cat’s face and waited until the cat rubbed its head against his fingers. 
“Saturday,” she said, sweeping her thick black hair behind an ear.
He gently ran his hand down the cat’s head and around to give it a gentle scratch beneath its chin. “Any vomiting, diarrhea, or blood?” he asked, considering







