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Dedication

To Sky,
for a depth of loyalty I thought existed only in myths and fairy tales.
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Introduction

You know your dog can sit, fetch and roll over. But can he sit like a human? Respond to commands in multiple languages? Roll a die? Help you with a crossword puzzle? Appreciate Mozart? For this, the genius edition, we are going to take things up a notch.Think about the kind of dog whose aptitude lands it in the news, like the Labrador Bullmastiff in Seattle who regularly takes the bus to the park by herself. (Don’t try this at home.) We don’t want to know if your dog is simply well accommodated to life as your companion; we want to know if he could navigate the world without you. We know your dog is smart, but do you have a canine whiz on your hands?

To help you find out, I’ve loaded this book with quizzes that ask you to imagine your dog in various situations, and activity tests for you to perform with your dog.You’ll also find hints and tips to boost your dog’s brainpower.These activities might not get your four-legged friend into the college of her choice, but they will give you another way to bond with your pup, besides the eight hours you spend snuggling in bed, the four hours you spend snuggling on the couch, the many walks you take together every day, and, of course, the long, drawn-out celebratory hugs that happen every time you reunite after an hour apart. Hopefully the results will increase your bragging rights to friends and family, put an extra bit of swagger in your tail-wagger, and lend weight to your not-so-secret conviction that your pup is superior to the rest of the neighbourhood dogs.

[image: image]

We know that intelligence tests for humans don’t assess raw intelligence, but one that is context-dependent, aiming to determine an individual’s ability to succeed in the modern developed world. And even then, most tests don’t always work well. Not least among the criticisms of today’s testing culture is the fact that tests aren’t a good predictor of future success: we all know someone who regularly did poorly on every test they were given as a child and whose career now outshines our own.

[image: image]

In the genius edition I’ve refined the approach to do the canine equivalent of separating the men from the boys (dogs from the pups?). Many of the skills tested aren’t necessarily those a dog would need to succeed or to flourish. A dog who can conduct higher order reasoning and engage in rigorous critical thinking may not fare any better day to day at the park than his birdbrained pal – but he’ll learn faster, understand you better, and might even enjoy a reading of Shakespeare or a trip to a modern art gallery if only he’d be allowed in.

For the first five sections, you don’t have to conduct any trials. Simply pick the best answer from the choices given; nobody knows your dog like you do. For the sixth section you’ll rely on your dog’s expertise, and the activity tests you’ll do with your dog. Keep a note of your answers and check your scores on pages 116–117 once you’ve finished all the sections.

[image: image]


Chapter One

DAILY ROUTINE

Dogs love routine and they hold us to those we establish (as many a Sunday morning hungover dog owner will tell you). How they respond to routine – and changes in it – can help us interpret their self-awareness, understanding of their environment and capacity for learning.

1. Does your dog have a sense of routine? Does she head to the door when it’s time for her walk, head to her bowl when you usually feed her, expect your car to pull in at a certain time every day, and so on?

[image: image] No NIL POINTS

[image: image] Yes, but she’s on holiday time (always two hours late, but ready to party) 1 POINT

[image: image] Yes 2 POINTS

[image: image]

2. How likely is your dog to repeat behaviour that is met with a negative reaction, such as jumping up on your legs?

[image: image] No cues seem to help; pretty much every greeting pins me to the ground NIL POINTS

[image: image] A subtle reminder each time does the trick 1 POINT

[image: image] I snapped at her once and she’s never done it again 2 POINTS

[image: image]

3. If you forget your bag as you leave a park bench, what will your dog do?

[image: image] Did somebody say squirrels? NIL POINTS

[image: image] Bark in a seemingly random way until you figure out what the bark means 1 POINT

[image: image] Grab the bag in his mouth and bring it along 2 POINTS

[image: image]


4. Does your dog show less interest in your own dinner preparations when the meal is one of the following vs meat-and-potato-type fare?

Vegetarian?

[image: image] No NIL POINTS

[image: image] Yes 1 POINT

Vegan?

[image: image] No NIL POINTS

[image: image] Yes 1 POINT


Organic, free-range, gluten-free, salt-free, antibiotic-free, wheat-free, soy-free, nut-free?

[image: image] No NIL POINTS

[image: image] Yes 1 POINT

[image: image]

5. If you have a dog-friendly common space where you can let your pup off the lead, does she stay still while you unhook her (knowing that the payoff is worth it) or does she squirm and strain against the lead, meaning it will take longer to get it off?

[image: image] I can’t get her into the dog park to begin with NIL POINTS

[image: image] Flies off before I unhook her, trailing the lead behind 1 POINT

[image: image] Waits patiently 2 POINTS

[image: image]

6. Which of the following games can your dog play? Tick all that apply.

[image: image] Chase (i.e. fetch without the return trip) 1 POINT

[image: image] Fetch 2 POINTS

[image: image] Catch 3 POINTS

[image: image] Football 4 POINTS

[image: image] Poker 5 POINTS

[image: image]


7. Does your dog understand the difference between when you go out for a short trip (‘Be right back’) and saying goodbye for a full day or more?

[image: image] It’s a goodbye fit for Hollywood either way NIL POINTS

[image: image] The ‘Be right back’ trip barely gets a head nod 1 POINT

[image: image] He has my mobile number just in case 2 POINTS

[image: image]

8. Is your dog a good judge of people? If she doesn’t like someone, does that person generally prove to be of weak moral character?

[image: image] No – she likes everyone NIL POINTS

[image: image] No – she’s suspicious of everyone NIL POINTS

[image: image] She’s kept me from going on several bad dates 2 POINTS

[image: image]

9. When your dog is cold, does she:

[image: image] Shiver and wait to be covered (Doggy Diva alert) 1 POINT

[image: image] Cuddle against you 1 POINT

[image: image] Nose her way under a blanket 2 POINTS

[image: image] Run to warm up 2 POINTS

[image: image]


10. On a day-to-day basis, which fictional dog does yours most resemble?

[image: image] Pluto NIL POINTS

[image: image] Toto 1 POINT

[image: image] Scooby Doo 1 POINT

[image: image] Lassie 2 POINTS

[image: image] Brian Griffin 2 POINTS

[image: image]
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