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Editor’s Foreword

The period from the outset of World War I to the end of World War II was among the most significant in the history of the United States. Twice it was drawn into “foreign entanglements,” wars it initially thought were no concern of its own and of which it tried to steer clear, only to realize that it could not stand aside, in splendid or any other form of isolation. Each time, it geared up in record time, entered the fray massively, and was crucial to the outcome. Each war, in its own way, tested the American people and their leaders, and in each case the country came out of the conflagration not only stronger than before but stronger relative to other countries than it had ever been. This was the period when the United States became a world leader. The lessons learned during the interval between the two wars, when Americans tried vainly to ignore the rest of the world, taught the nation that it could not just stand by when certain things happened, and that intervening earlier could actually be the better solution, as long as the intervention was truly necessary.

The A to Z of U.S. Diplomacy from World War I through World War II is a crucial volume, not only because of the wars it covers but also the period of isolationism sandwiched between them. All three phases get ample treatment, which includes numerous dictionary entries on notable persons, institutions, and events. Even those who believe that events and institutions are somehow more important than persons will have to mull over the role played by such exceptional individuals as Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin. Along with the dictionary, which as always has pride of place, this volume also offers a substantial chronology that helps readers keep track of events, a plethora of abbreviations and acronyms in their own section, and some rather useful appendixes. This is topped off by an extensive bibliography, which can point interested readers in the right direction to learn more about any specific aspect or the period in general.

This book was written by Martin H. Folly and Niall A. Palmer. Both are British historians who specialize in U.S. history and teach it largely to students for whom the United States is a foreign country. That is certainly not a bad thing; in fact, it can have many positive aspects, in that much less is simply assumed and much more has to be pointed out and explained. Dr. Folly is a senior lecturer in U.S. and international history at Brunel University in London. His expertise is largely in U.S. foreign policy in the 1930s, World War II, and the Cold War. He has published widely, including several books, in particular The United States in World War II: The Awakening Giant. Dr. Palmer is a lecturer in politics and history at the same university. He, too, has written extensively on U.S. history, the most relevant work being The Twenties in America: Politics and History. As we all know, it is extremely important to learn from the past. As we tend to forget, it is just as easy to learn the wrong things as the right things. But at least knowing the past better will be a precious contribution to getting the lessons right.

Jon Woronoff

Series Editor
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	Reserve Officer Training Corps




	RSFSR

	Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic




	SCAEF

	Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force




	SEC

	Securities and Exchange Commission




	SSA

	Signals Security Agency




	SWNCC

	State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee




	TVA

	Tennessee Valley Authority




	TWA

	Trans-World Airlines




	UAW

	United Automobile Workers




	UFC

	United Fruit Company




	UN

	United Nations




	UNESCO

	United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization




	UNRRA

	United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration




	USAAF

	United States Army Air Force




	USIA

	United States Information Agency




	USSR

	Union of Soviet Socialist Republics




	WILPF

	Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom




	WPP

	Women’s Peace Party




	WRB

	War Refugee Board




	WRL

	War Resisters League






Chronology

1913    3 November: United States demands Victoriano Huerta resign and leave Mexico. 17 November: First vessel passes through Panama Canal.

1914    27 January: U.S. Marines land in Haiti. 1 April: Civil government established in the Panama Canal Zone. 14 April: U.S. warships sent to Tampico, Mexico, to enforce salute of the flag. 21 April: U.S. Marines land at Veracruz, Mexico. 20 May: Argentina, Brazil, and Chile (ABC powers) meet at Niagara Falls to arbitrate between U.S. and Mexico. 24 June: U.S.–Mexico agreement signed. 28 June: Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria. 5 July: Huerta reelected president of Mexico. 15 July: Huerta resigns and goes into exile. 28 July: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia. 1 August: Germany declares war on Russia. 3 August: Germany declares war on France. 4 August: Germany invades Belgium. Great Britain declares war on Germany. United States declares neutrality. 15 August: Panama Canal officially opens. U.S. troops withdraw from Veracruz. 3 November: Large Republican gains in U.S. congressional elections.

1915    11 February: U.S. send notes to Britain and Germany regarding naval blockade. 18 February: Intensive German submarine (U-boat) warfare begins. 1 March: One American dies on British liner Falaba, first passenger ship to be sunk in the war. 11 March: British blockade of Germany begins. 1 May: American steamship (SS) Gulflight sunk by a U-boat without warning. 7 May: RMS Lusitania sunk by U-boat; 1,198 (128 Americans) killed. 23 June: Robert Lansing becomes secretary of state after William Jennings Bryan resigns. 27 July: Revolution in Haiti. 28 July: U.S. troops occupy Haiti (remain until August 1934). 19 August: SS Arabic sunk by U-boat, killing two Americans. 18 September: Germans pledge that U-boats will not attack passenger liners without warning. 25 September: United States loans $500 million to Britain and France. 9 October: Latin American states recognize Venustiano Carranza as president of Mexico. 4 December: Henry Ford’s peace ship Oscar II commences voyage to Europe.

1916    19 January: President Woodrow Wilson’s envoy, Edward House, arrives in London at start of mission to European capitals. 29 February: German order to U-boats to sink merchant ships without warning. 9 March: Raid by Pancho Villa on Columbus, New Mexico. 15 March: Punitive expedition into Mexico after Villa raid. 24 March: A U-boat sinks French ship Sussex, killing four Americans. Wilson sends an ultimatum to Germany to stop submarine warfare. 5 May: Sussex pledge: unrestricted submarine warfare will stop if United States compels Britain to end blockade of Germany. 16 May: U.S. forces occupy Dominican Republic (remain until 1924). 21 June: Battle of Carrizal between United States and Mexico. 26 July: U.S. protest against British blacklist of American companies. 4 August: U.S. agrees to purchase Virgin Islands from Denmark. 7 November: Woodrow Wilson reelected U.S. president. 6 December: Lloyd George replaces Asquith as Britain’s prime minister. 20 December: Wilson sends peace note to all belligerents.

1917    31 January: Germany renounces Sussex pledge and announces unrestricted submarine warfare. 3 February: United States and Germany break off diplomatic relations. 24 February: Great Britain passes the Zimmermann telegram to the U.S. government. 26 February: Wilson requests congressional authority to arm merchant ships. 1 March: State Department releases the Zimmermann telegram to the press. 4 March: Armed Ships Bill is filibustered in Senate. 8 March: Wilson announces arming of merchant ships by executive order. U.S. troops land at Santiago, Cuba. First Russian revolution begins. 16 March: Abdication of Russian Tsar Nicholas II. 31 March: United States takes over Virgin Islands. 2 April: Wilson asks Congress to declare war on Germany. 6 April: United States declares war on Germany. 14 April: Committee on Public Information established by Wilson. 20 April: United States and Turkey break off diplomatic relations. 18 May: Selective military conscription introduced in United States. 26 June: First U.S. army division arrives in France. 9 July: U.S. government takes control of fuel and food. 2 November: Lansing–Ishii agreement. 5 November: U.S. troops in first action against German army. 7 November: Bolsheviks seize power in Russia. 7 December: U.S. declares war on Austria-Hungary. 28 December: Government takes control of U.S. railroads.

1918    8 January: Fourteen Points announced by President Wilson. 3 March: Peace treaty of Brest–Litovsk between Germany and Russia. 29 April: Major German offensive on Western Front ends. 16 May: Sedition Act passed. 25 May: U-boats first appear in U.S. waters. 6 July: Wilson agrees to send U.S. troops to Siberia. 18 July: Allied counterattack on Western Front. 15 August: United States and Russia break off diplomatic relations. 4 September: U.S. troops of Polar Bear Expedition land at Arkhangelsk, Russia. 12 September: U.S. offensive at St. Mihiel. 3 October: German–Austrian peace note to the United States. 12 October: Germany and Austria agree to Wilson’s terms. 4 November: Armistice with Austria-Hungary comes into force. 5 November: Republicans victorious in U.S. congressional elections. 9 November: Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany abdicates. 11 November: Armistice with Germany signed and comes into force. 14 December: Wilson arrives in Paris for peace conference.

1919    3 January: Herbert Hoover becomes director of international relief to Europe. 16 January: Prohibition amendment ratified, making sale of liquor illegal in United States. 18 January: Peace conference at Versailles begins. 25 January: Peace conference adopts principle of League of Nations. 3 February: Wilson presides over first League of Nations meeting, Paris. 4 March: Foundation of Comintern (Third International) in Moscow. U.S. Senator Henry Cabot Lodge begins campaign to modify Treaty of Versailles. 25 March: Paris conference adopts Wilson’s League of Nations Covenant. 4 April: Philippine Islands demand independence. 6 May: The Paris conference assigns German colonies to other powers as mandates. 28 June: Treaty of Versailles signed. 10 July: Wilson presents Versailles Treaty to U.S. Senate. 14 July: Lodge begins reading treaty aloud to Senate (finishes 28 July). 19 August: Wilson makes concessions to Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 4 September: Wilson begins speaking tour. 10 September: Treaty of St. Germain with Austria. Senators William Borah and Hiram Johnson begin tour to oppose Versailles Treaty. 25 September: Wilson collapses from a stroke. 29 October: International Labor Conference in Washington, D.C. 6 November: Senate Committee on Foreign Relations proposes Lodge Reservations. 13 November: Senator Gilbert Hitchcock’s mild reservations rejected by Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 19 November: Senate rejects Versailles Treaty with Lodge Reservations, 39–55, then rejects treaty with no reservations, 38–53. 29 December: Mild reservationists demand that Lodge compromise.

1920    2 January: Communists arrested in 33 U.S. cities. 10 January: League of Nations comes into being. 1 February: Britain and France declare they would accept Senate reservations. 10 February: Senate Committee on Foreign Relations approves Versailles Treaty with Lodge Reservations. 13 February: Robert Lansing resigns as secretary of state. 25 February: Bainbridge Colby becomes secretary of state. 8 March: Wilson reiterates his opposition to the Lodge Reservations. 19 March: Senate fails to approve Versailles Treaty with Lodge Reservations, though vote is 49–35 in favor. 20 May: Congress votes to end war with Germany in the Knox Resolution. 27 May: Wilson vetoes Knox Resolution. 4 June: Treaty of Trianon between Allies and Hungary signed. 2 November: Republican Warren G. Harding elected U.S. president. 10 December: Wilson awarded Nobel Peace Prize.

1921    24–29 January: Paris conference to set German reparation payments. 18 February: U.S. representative to Reparation Commission recalled. 4 March: Harding inaugurated as president. 25 March: U.S. refuses Russian request to resume trade. 12 April: Harding declares United States will play no part in League of Nations. 24 April: United States refuses to mediate in German reparations controversy. 19 May: Emergency Immigration Quota Act passed. 7 June: United States withholds recognition of Mexican government. 2 July: Congress votes to end war with Germany in the Knox–Porter Resolution. 24 August: U.S. peace treaty with Austria signed. 25 August: U.S. peace treaty with Germany signed. 29 August: U.S. peace treaty with Hungary signed. German state of emergency over economic crisis. 12 November: Washington Conference on naval disarmament and the Far East begins. 13 December: Four-Power Washington Treaty on island possessions in Pacific signed. 29 December: Five-Power Washington Treaty on naval disarmament signed.

1922    1 February: Washington conference agrees to treaties on poison gas and submarine warfare. 4 February: Japan agrees to return Shantung to China. 11 February: Nine-Power Treaty on Chinese independence and “open door” signed in Washington, D.C. 15 February: First sessions of Permanent Court of International Justice (World Court), The Hague. 6 March: United States prohibits arms sales to China. 20 March: Harding withdraws troops from Rhineland. 16 April: Treaty of Rapallo between Germany and Russia signed. 7 November: Republican majority reduced in U.S. congressional elections.

1923    1 January: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) proclaimed. 11 January: France and Belgium occupy Ruhr over German reparations default. 19 January: German passive resistance brings economy to standstill. 31 January: Britain accepts terms for funding war debt to the United States. 2 February: Central American republics sign treaty of friendship in Washington. 3 March: Senate rejects proposal to join World Court. 21 March: Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes says United States will not recognize USSR until it accepts Russian debts and restores foreign-owned property. 25 March: Fifth Pan-American conference opens in Santiago, Chile (ends 4 May). 26 April: Mexico recognizes oil concessions predating 1917 in Bucareli agreements. 3 May: Pan-American Treaty on peaceful settlement of disputes (Gondra Treaty) signed at Santiago conference. 19 June: American–British war debt convention signed. 2 August: Harding dies; Calvin Coolidge becomes president. 3 September: United States recognizes government of Mexico. 8 December: United States signs treaty of friendship and commerce with Germany.

1924    28 February: U.S. troops land in Honduras. 9 April: Dawes Plan issued by Reparations Commission. 26 May: Coolidge signs immigration bill imposing tighter quotas and excluding Chinese and Japanese. 13 July: U.S. returns Dominican Republic to home rule.

1925    11 January: Frank B. Kellogg becomes secretary of state. 9 March: Coolidge arbitrates Chilean–Peruvian dispute. 1 December: Locarno treaties signed, stabilizing Western European frontiers.

1926    2 May: U.S. Marines sent to Nicaragua following Chamorro coup (remaining until 1933). 18 May: First meeting of Preparatory Commission for Conference on Arms Reduction and Limitation in Geneva (meets until January 1931). 12 June: Brazil leaves League of Nations. 26 June: McNary–Haugen tariff bill defeated in Senate. 26 July: Philippine legislature’s call for referendum on independence vetoed by American governor. 28 July: U.S.–Panama Treaty on protection of Canal Zone. 8 September: Germany enters League of Nations.

1927    1 January: Mexican Petroleum and Land Laws restrict foreign ownership. 27 January: Panamanian assembly refuses to ratify Panama Canal Treaty. U.S. Congress demands arbitration of petroleum dispute with Mexico. 2 May: Geneva economic conference (to 23 May). 4 May: United States agrees to oversee elections in Nicaragua. 20 June: Geneva naval disarmament conference (to 4 August). French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand presents draft treaty to outlaw war, after consultation with Kellogg. 7 August: International Peace Bridge between United States and Canada opens. 17 November: Mexican supreme court invalidates limits on foreign oil concessions under Petroleum Law; law amended in December, improving relations with United States. 17 December: Kellogg announces intention to negotiate treaty with France renouncing war as an instrument of foreign policy. 25 December: Mexican congress confirms pre-1917 concessions to foreign oil companies. 27 December: Josef Stalin victorious in power struggle in USSR.

1928    16 January: Sixth Pan-American conference opens in Havana, Cuba (ends 20 February). 13 April: Kellogg presents plan for treaty to outlaw war to Locarno powers. 19 April: Japan occupies Shantung. 17 July: Assassination of Alvaro Obregon, president-elect of Mexico. 27 August: Kellogg–Briand Pact signed in Paris. 10 September: Argentina nationalizes oil wells. 6 October: Chiang Kai-shek elected president of China. 6 November: Republican Herbert Hoover elected U.S. president. 6 December: Skirmishes between Bolivia and Paraguay over Gran Chaco. 10 December: Pan-American conference on conciliation and arbitration opens in Washington (ends 5 January 1929). 17 December: Undersecretary of State Reuben Clark submits memorandum on Roosevelt Corollary and U.S. intervention in Latin America. 22 December: Committee appointed under Owen Young to reconsider reparations.

1929    5 January: Inter-American Treaty of Arbitration signed in Washington, D.C. 4 March: Hoover inaugurated as president. 20 May: Japan evacuates Shantung. 3 June: Settlement of Arica–Tacna dispute involving Chile, Peru, and Bolivia. 7 June: Young Plan for German economy presented. 24 July: Kellogg–Briand Pact comes into force. 6 August: Germany accepts Young Plan; Allies agree to evacuate Rhineland. 16 September: Cease-fire signed between Bolivia and Paraguay. 29 October: Black Thursday: prices crash on New York Stock Exchange.

1930    21 January: London naval disarmament conference begins (ends 22 April). 18 February: Geneva tariff conference begins (ends 24 March). 17 June: Smoot–Hawley tariff act signed by Hoover. 17 November: Geneva economic conference begins (ends 28 November).

1931    11 May: Bankruptcy of Austrian Credit Anstalt bank starts economic collapse of Central Europe. 20 June: Hoover announces plan for moratorium on reparations and war debts. 1 August: U.S.–French loan to Great Britain. 11 August: London protocol on Hoover moratorium. 12 September: Mexico admitted into League of Nations. 18 September: Japan besieges Mukden and begins seizure of Manchuria. 21 September: Great Britain abandons gold standard. 16 October: U.S. delegates attend League of Nations Council discussions on Japan. 11 December: Japan abandons gold standard.

1932    2 January: Japan proclaims republic of Manchukuo in Manchuria. 4 January: Japanese troops reach Great Wall at Shanhaikwan. 7 January: Doctrine of nonrecognition of Japanese conquests announced by Secretary of State Henry Stimson. 28 January: Japanese troops occupy Shanghai (until May). 2 February: Geneva disarmament conference begins (ends July). 16 June: Lausanne Conference cancels 90 percent of reparations owed by Germany. 21 July: British Empire conference at Ottawa begins (ends 2 August) approves moderate imperial preference in tariffs. 31 July: Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay begins (ends 1935). 1 September: War between Peru and Colombia over Leticia begins (ends March 1933). 2 October: Lytton Report to League of Nations on Manchuria. 8 November: Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt elected U.S. president. 9 December: Japan invades Jehol, China. 15 December: Mexico leaves League of Nations. 28 December: Congress resolves against cancellation of German war debt.

1933    13 January: Congress approves Philippine independence in Hare–Hawes–Cutting Act, over Hoover’s veto (rejected in October by Philippines). 30 January: Adolf Hitler appointed chancellor of Germany. 23 February: Japan begins occupation of China north of Great Wall. 24 February: League of Nations adopts Lytton report. 27 February: Hitler suspends civil liberties after Reichstag fire. 4 March: Roosevelt inaugurated as president. 6–9 March: U.S. banks closed. 27 March: Japan announces it will leave League of Nations. 1 April: Persecution of Jews in Germany begins with national boycott of Jewish businesses. 30 April: United States abandons gold standard. 12 June: World Monetary and Economic Conference begins in London (ends 27 July). 3 July: Roosevelt “bombshell” message to London Economic Conference. 25 August: United States, Canada, Australia, and USSR sign wheat agreement. 11 October: Latin American nonaggression pact signed in Rio de Janeiro. 14 October: Germany leaves League of Nations. 17 November: United States recognizes USSR. 3 December: Seventh Pan-American conference opens in Montevideo, Uruguay (ends 26 December). 26 December: Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States signed. 28 December: Great Britain makes last war debt payment to United States.

1934    30 January: Gold Reserve Act empowers U.S. president to revalue dollar. 24 March: Tydings–McDuffie Act gives Philippines independence in 1945. 12 June: Congress passes Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act. 2 July: Lázaro Cárdenas elected president of Mexico. 19 August: Hitler becomes führer of Germany. 18 September: USSR enters League of Nations. 23 October: London Naval Disarmament Conference begins (ends 19 December). 19 December: Japan withdraws from 1921 and 1930 Naval Disarmament Treaties.

1935    16 March: Germany repudiates disarmament clauses of Versailles Treaty. 11–14 April: Conference at Stresa establishes Italian–British–French common front against Germany. 14 June: Chaco War ends. 18 June: Anglo-German Naval Agreement allows Germany a navy one-third the size of Great Britain’s. 13 July: U.S.–USSR trade agreement. 31 August: Neutrality Act approved by U.S. Congress. 15 September: Nuremberg laws restrict Jews in Germany. 2 October: Italy invades Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 7 October: League of Nations declares Italy the aggressor. 19 October: League sanctions against Italy. 15 November: Commonwealth of the Philippines is inaugurated. 15 November: U.S.–Canada reciprocal trade agreement. 9 December: Hoare–Laval agreement on Ethiopia, favoring Italy, is destroyed by public outrage in Britain and France.

1936    1 January: Expiration of naval limitations set in 1921 Washington treaties. 15 January: Japan withdraws from London naval conference. 21 January: Bolivian–Paraguayan peace treaty signed. 29 February: Congress extends 1935 Neutrality Act to 1 May 1937 and forbids loans to belligerents. 2 March: New U.S.–Panama treaty signed. 7 March: German troops enter demilitarized Rhineland. 25 March: United States, France, and Great Britain sign London naval convention. 9 May: Abyssinia formally annexed by Italy. 2 June: General Anastasio Somoza seizes power in Nicaragua. 15 June: League lifts sanctions on Italy. 18 June: Army revolt led by General Francisco Franco begins Spanish Civil War (ends 1939). 14 August: Roosevelt gives antiwar speech at Chautauqua. 9 September: London conference on nonintervention in Spanish Civil War. 1 November: Benito Mussolini proclaims Rome–Berlin Axis. 3 November: Roosevelt reelected president. 23 November: Mexican Expropriation Law passed. 25 November: Germany and Japan sign Anti-Comintern Pact. 1 December: Roosevelt addresses Inter-American conference on peace at opening in Buenos Aires (conference ends 23 December). 10 December: King Edward VIII of Great Britain abdicates so he can marry American divorcee. 12 December: Chiang Kai-shek kidnapped at Sian. 16 December: London protocol on nonintervention in Spain signed. Buenos Aires conference agrees nonintervention protocol calling for neutrality toward conflicts between American states. 25 December: Chiang Kai-shek released after signing Sian agreement to cooperate with warlords and communists to expel Japan from China.

1937    2 March: Nationalization of oil in Mexico. 27 April: German bomber aircraft supporting Franco destroy Spanish town of Guernica. 1 May: Roosevelt signs Neutrality Act. 7 July: Sino-Japanese War begins. 28–29 July: Japanese forces take Peking and Tientsin. 6 August: U.S.–USSR trade agreement. 5 October: Roosevelt “Quarantine” speech in Chicago. 3 November: Brussels conference on Far East begins (ends 24 November). 9 November: Japanese forces take Shanghai. 17 November: British politician Lord Halifax’s visit to Hitler marks beginning of British policy of appeasement. 11 December: Italy leaves League of Nations. 12 December: Japanese airplanes sink USS Panay in Yangtze River. 13 December: Japanese forces capture Nanking. 24 December: Japanese forces capture Hangchow.

1938    10 January: Japanese forces enter Tsingtao. 13 March: Germany invades Austria and incorporates it into German Reich. 19 March: Mexico expropriates U.S. oil companies’ properties. 12 August: Germany mobilizes over Czechoslovak crisis. 7 September: France calls up reservists. 15 September: Britain’s Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain visits Hitler at Munich. 27 September: League pronounces Japan aggressor in China. British Royal Navy mobilizes. 29 September: Munich conference gives Czechoslovak Sudetenland to Germany. 21 October: Japanese forces capture Canton. 25 October: Italy formally annexes Libya. 26 October: Japanese forces capture Hankow. 16 November: U.S. Ambassador Hugh Wilson recalled from Germany. 9 December: Eighth Pan-American conference opens in Lima, Peru (ends 26 December). 24 December: Lima Declaration on consultation between foreign ministers on security issues.

1939    4 January: Roosevelt asks Congress for $552 million for defense. 15 March: Germany occupies remainder of Czech territory; Slovakia becomes puppet state of Germany. 21 March: Germany annexes Memel from Lithuania. 28 March: Franco’s forces enter Madrid to end Spanish Civil War. Hitler denounces 1934 Non-Aggression Treaty with Poland. 31 March: Britain and France guarantee Poland against attack by Germany. 1 April: United States recognizes Franco government in Spain. 7 April: Italy invades Albania. Spain joins Anti-Comintern Pact. 15 April: Roosevelt asks Hitler and Mussolini to guarantee they will not attack 31 specified states. 22 May: Hitler and Mussolini sign 10-year alliance, the “Pact of Steel.” 8–11 June: King George VI of Great Britain visits United States. 26 July: United States announces it will abrogate 1911 trade pact with Japan. 23 August: German–Soviet non-aggression pact signed in Moscow. 25 August: Britain and Poland sign treaty of mutual assistance in London. 1 September: Germany invades Poland. 3 September: Britain, France, Australia, and New Zealand declare war on Germany. 5 September: Neutrality proclamations by Roosevelt. 8 September: Roosevelt proclaims state of limited national emergency. 10 September: Canada declares war on Germany. 17 September: Poland invaded by USSR. 23 September: First Pan-American conference of ministers of foreign affairs opens in Panama City (ends 31 September). 29 September: USSR and Germany partition Poland. 2 October: U.S. Navy starts patrolling 300-mile (500-km) neutrality zone. 4 November: Revised Neutrality Act allows cash-and-carry of munitions. 30 November: USSR invades Finland. 14 December: USSR expelled from League of Nations.

1940    26 January: 1911 U.S.–Japanese Trade Treaty expires. 12 March: Finland signs peace treaty with USSR. 9 April: Germany invades Denmark and Norway. 7 May: U.S. Pacific Fleet deployed to Hawaii. 10 May: Germany invades France, Belgium, and Netherlands; Winston Churchill becomes prime minister of Great Britain; Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies formed. 15 May: Netherlands surrenders to Germany. 16 May: Roosevelt asks for over $1 billion for national defense. 28 May: Belgium surrenders to Germany. 28 May: National Defense Advisory Committee established. 10 June: Roosevelt’s Charlottesville address. 14 June: Paris falls to German forces. 15 June: United States declines France’s appeal for military assistance. 17 June: USSR begins occupation of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. 22 June: France surrenders to Germany. 24 June: Japan demands closure of Burma Road. 27 June: USSR invades Romania and annexes Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina. 5 July: Roosevelt invokes Export Control Act against Japan. 10 July: Battle of Britain starts. 11 July: Republicans Frank Knox and Henry Stimson join Roosevelt’s cabinet. 18 July: Britain halts transport of munitions to China by Burma Road. 19 July: Roosevelt signs “Two-Ocean Navy” Naval Expansion Act. 21 July: Second Pan-American conference of foreign ministers opens in Havana (ends 30 July). 15 August: Informal U.S.–British staff talks, London. 23 August: German bombing of London (the “blitz”) begins. 27 August: Roosevelt authorized to call up Army Reserve and National Guard. 30 August: Japanese military occupation of northern Indochina begins. 2 September: Destroyers-for-bases deal finalized. 4 September: America First Committee formed. 16 September: Congress passes Selective Service and Training Act. 26 September: Roosevelt embargoes sale of scrap iron and steel to Japan. 27 September: Tripartite Pact (Axis) signed by Germany, Italy, and Japan. 18 October: Burma Road reopened. 5 November: Roosevelt wins reelection for third term as president. 20 November: United States and Britain agree to standardize military equipment and pool technical knowledge. 17 December: Roosevelt announces Lend-Lease plan. 29 December: Roosevelt gives fireside chat on “arsenal of democracy.”

1941    6 January: Roosevelt gives “Four Freedoms” address to Congress and sends Lend-Lease bill to Congress. 16 January: Roosevelt asks Congress for 200 new merchant ships. 24 January: American–British–Canadian (ABC) staff talks begin in Washington (end 27 March). 30 January: Germany announces that any ship bringing aid to Britain will be sunk. 11 March: Lend-Lease Act passed by Congress. 10 April: USS Niblack depth-charges U-boat off Iceland (first act of war between Germany and United States). 24 April: Neutrality patrol is extended to 26 degrees west. 12 May: Secretary of State Cordell Hull is presented with Japanese peace proposal by Ambassador Kichisaburo Nomura. 21 May: U-boat sinks U.S. freighter Robin Moor. 27 May: Roosevelt declares “unlimited national emergency.” 14 June: United States freezes German and Italian assets. 22 June: Germany invades USSR. 28 June: Office of Scientific Research and Development established. 7 July: U.S. troops occupy Iceland. 26 July: U.S. freezes Japanese assets and suspends relations with Japan. 27 July: Southern Indochina occupied by Japan. 28 July: Japan freezes U.S. assets. 1 August: U.S. oil embargo against Axis states. 9–12 August: Placentia Bay Conference, during which Roosevelt and Churchill sign Atlantic Charter. 25 August: Britain and USSR invade and partition Iran. 1 September: U.S. Navy takes responsibility for transatlantic convoys as far as Iceland. 4 September: U-boat attack on USS Greer. 11 September: U.S. Navy ordered to attack any vessel threatening U.S. ships or ships under their escort. 15 September: German siege of Leningrad begins. 19 September: German forces take Kiev. 25 September: Victory Program presented to Roosevelt. 27 September: First Liberty ship launched. 28 September: Moscow Supply Conference begins (ends 10 October). 17 October: General Hideki Tojo becomes Japanese premier. USS Kearny torpedoed. 31 October: USS Reuben James sunk by U-boat. 10 November: First U.S.-escorted British troop convoy sails from Nova Scotia. 13 November: 1939 Neutrality Act revised. 20 November: Japan’s final proposals presented by Ambassador Nomura. 25 November: Japanese troop transports sighted off Formosa en route to Malaya. 26 November: American proposals submitted by Hull to Nomura. 27 November: War warnings sent to Pacific commands. 29 November: USSR begins counterattack in Moscow area. 7 December: Japan attacks Pearl Harbor and Malaya. 8 December: United States and Great
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