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INTRODUCTION

I never used to like to read. While writing was not something in my vocabulary until I started college, it wasn’t until I borrowed a book from my sister that my attitude toward books changed. She was a bookworm. Literally, she would have her nose between the pages every spare moment she had. After several years, I concluded that there must be something great inside those covers for her to be so fixated.

Her fixation finally had me borrowing one of her books, and with that one act, I found myself falling in love. I quickly discovered reading was where I could escape, forget fear, problems, insecurities, and life’s turmoil. I soon had favorite authors, favorite genres, and favorite books. When life was too much, I’d run to the library or bookstore and lose myself in words. Reading slowly inched into the idea of writing. 

Everyone has a story inside them. It’s up to that person if they want to tell it. The journey can be rigorous but at times remarkable, even magical. Within the pages of this book you will hear from 100 authors who tell their story, from craft, immense personal struggle, to hope, and frustration. You’ll find differing opinions, but also there will be common themes. I hope those underlining themes will make you realize the more important factors that help you to become a successful writer.

I always thought writers were larger-than-life beings who magically conjured up stories. I had no idea what work was involved when it came to being an author and finishing a book. When I first started on this project, I didn’t know what to expect. I didn’t even know if I would be able find anyone willing to contribute. But it was the idea, not me, that had authors jumping on board and thrilled to add their story so they in turn could help others.

Some of these stories will move you, some will give you pause, but I hope they will help you on your writing journey. This book, I pray, will give its readers a chance to believe in themselves and their ability to help pursue their dreams of being a writer. 

What I Wish I’d Known: For Writers is not about becoming rich, monetarily, but rather becoming wealthy, and something far deeper than what money can buy. It’s about pursuing a dream, becoming fulfilled, and enjoying the journey of becoming a writer. 

Simply put, if you write, you are a writer.


WRITE

“Start writing, no matter what. The water does not flow until the faucet is turned on.”

 — Louis L’Amour


Pamela Fagan Hutchins

I’VE WRITTEN TWO DOZEN novels, filled reams of paper with business writing, and killed a forest with narrative nonfiction. I don’t pretend I am a great writer. I’m becoming whatever writer it is I have the potential to be.

Fifteen years after first dipping my toe into fiction, I don’t know whether I am a decent novelist or not. I do know this: I am fifty bajillion times better than when I started. And I won’t fulfill my potential—however modest—unless I keep writing. I may write thirty novels before the potential gels. I dunno. I do know that if I stop, it will stagnate.

I have to write to be a writer.

Every time I sit down to write, I feel another piece of the puzzle fall into place. Maybe I finally understand how to rewrite my way out of a problem whose solution has eluded me for three years. Maybe I make my novel better. Tighter. Tenser. Faster. Let’s say it’s the best I have done so far. That it’s the best I was capable of as of yesterday.

It is not the best I will ever do, or better than what I will write today.

Because three more books from now, I will have grown. Every single time I feel like quitting because it’s so hard and it isn’t happening fast enough for me, I will have a cry and try again. On days when a story has me by the throat, I will rise at 3:00 a.m., make coffee, and write.

Practice makes perfect.

Here’s the unvarnished truth: I have no idea on any day whether what I write will suck. I can edit it tomorrow and it may still suck. It may always suck. C’est la vie.

It will still be worth every second I invested in it. It will be forevermore a part of my becoming.

So, I will tilt my chin toward the sun and, just for today, I will believe. My work in progress may get published. It may not. But if nothing else, I will continue to write it, and the next “it,” too.

Pamela Fagan Hutchins, USA Today bestselling author of crime fiction and Silver Falchion Best Mystery winner

PamelaFaganHutchins.com


Lorna Dounaeva

YOU DON’T HAVE TO write every day. 

I used to write every day. I'd write first thing in the morning before work, on my lunch break, or late into the night. The words flowed and I enjoyed the creative process. Then I became a mum and my schedule had to change. I wrote when the baby napped or after he was down for the night, but I found it wasn’t always possible to get the words in and I had to be okay with that. 

Now I have three kids and writing is my full-time career. I know I’m capable of 12k a day, but I don’t ask that of myself anymore. 

It's not that I don't want to write – I absolutely do – it's just that I can’t hit that flow state if I know I have to do the school run in an hour and I don’t write well at night because I’m a morning person. If I want to get the words out it needs to be done early or I’ll end up fighting myself. And that’s not all: 

The weekend is for my family. 

I think it’s healthy to take a break, so I try to keep weekends as family time. I also use this time to catch up on household tasks I might have let slip during the week. So I only write on the weekend if I’m really up against it. Most of the time, I shut my laptop down on Friday and that’s it until the following Monday. 

Life is too unpredictable. 

Writing every day has never worked for me as a mother of three young children. You can’t plan for when your children will be off with chicken pox, or when you’ll be kept up all night because someone’s come down with the flu. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m the kind of person who loves to plan, and I like to know the future so I can control it. But if I try to plan months ahead it doesn’t work for me. I have to flexi-plan. I have a general idea how long a book should take, but I can’t accurately map out my time for more than a few weeks ahead. 

A writer’s work is more than the actual writing. 

Whilst I’m always working on one book or another, I’m not always writing. I work in stages. I start with the premise. Then I play with different scenarios, different endings. I make a chapter list and get to know the characters. I do my research. This stage can last a few weeks.  

Then I start the first draft and that’s when I really throw myself into it. I love this part. It’s intense, all-consuming so I work as many hours as my hectic homelife allows. And when I’m not writing, I’m thinking about it on the school run and in the park, or while I’m standing in the queue at the corner shop. During this stage, I often get up at the crack of dawn or stay up late so I can be fully emersed in the story. I live and breathe it. It’s all I think about.  

Then I come up for air. 

I edit my novel and fall back down to earth. I rub my tired eyes and enjoy an early night. I catch up with friends and family. I catch up on my reading. Then I start to think about the next book.  

Sometimes I break my own rules.

So I don’t write every day. Unless I’m in the grip of a first draft. There are other bits and bobs that do sometimes leak into my weekends. Like writing newsletters and answering emails. Little bits of admin here and there. I might spend a bit of time on these over the weekend if I’ve got a lot to do, but this isn’t as taxing as the actual writing. I love this job, and I love being able to work around my kids’ school hours, but I don’t have to write every day.  

I do what works for me.  

Lorna Dounaeva has a Masters in European Studies and used to work at the Home Office before turning to crime fiction. She lives in Godalming, Surrey with her husband, three children and a crafty cat.

LornaDounaeva.com


Matthew Rief

MY BLANKET PROFESSIONAL ADVICE is to find someone who has the level of success that you want to have in the field that you want to be in, and do what they do. So, with regards to writing, decide what genre and subgenre you want to write in. Find the most successful authors in that genre (bestselling books at online bookstores) and do what they do. Devour their books. Study them. Highlight and make notes and dogear those pages like mad. I often find myself reading the same paragraphs again and again because I’m trying to get some of that magic to rub off on me. Some of that greatness.

While doing that, write. Every. Single. Day. As much as you can. And don’t make excuses. When I was writing the first in what would become my first successful series, my life was so busy that the only hour I could carve out for writing was from 4 to 5 in the morning. And I cherished that hour. I treated every minute like it was sacred. And I never wasted it. So find a time and treat it with reverence. If you really want to be a writer, this is what it takes. You need to buckle down and treat it with the importance it deserves. This will be very hard, especially at first. You will likely toil for years and years in obscurity. You’ll likely rack up tens of thousands of seemingly fruitless hours. You need to push through this phase. It’s necessary to find out how bad you really want it, and to make you a better writer. 

I repeat, write. Every. Single. Day. I can’t stress this enough. Set a word count goal. Every day. And stick to it. Act like your life depends on it. Don’t feel like writing? Write anyway. There are days when I’m so inspired I swear it feels like Shakespeare and company are swirling around me, bestowing their literary nectar, and that my fingers are the instruments of creative brilliance. Then there are days where every word is like pulling a nail from a piece of plywood using those same fingers. It’s often a struggle and requires you to dig deep. But the thing I realized a while back, the real game changer, was that while editing, I couldn’t tell those days apart. The words I’d written during divine literary inspiration and the days when I felt actual pain, were indistinguishable. That’s when you realize the secret—the real power isn’t inspiration or appeasing the muse or what have you. It’s consistency. That’s how greatness happens. One of my favorite quotes regarding creative production is by the famous painter Chuck Close, who said, “Inspiration is for amateurs. The rest of us just show up and get to work. All the best ideas come out of the process; they come out of the work itself.”

While writing as much and as good as you can, always be on the lookout for the best teachers—the best teammates to bring into the mix. Editors are invaluable. You find a good one? Treat them like royalty. Listen and soak in everything they say. Grow. Progress. Improve. I think it all boils down to that last thing. Always improve. 

In short, I believe the essence of all self-help advice can be summed up into two words: Positivity and Action. Stay positive and take action. Do something. Write. Every. Single. Day. For years and years. And always improve. For me, that’s the name of the game. The secret sauce, if there is any. Cheers. 

Matthew, author of the Florida Keys Adventures and the Jason Wake series

MatthewRief.com


Arianne Richmonde

THERE IS NO WAY to become a writer if you do not write.

There is no way to know if you can do it or not if you do not try.

If you have an idea, jot it down on a napkin or the back of an envelope and save it. One of my books was created from a dream. When I woke up, I wrote it down. Do not think you have to have the perfect plot or the perfect ending already decided in your head. Many famous authors are “pantsers”, they fly by the seat of their pants. They don’t know what their ending is, and that’s okay. If you have an idea, however small, give it value. Let it breath and grow.

Write it down.

Do not let them tell you that you cannot be a published author or there “is no money in writing.”

Do not let them smash your dreams before you’ve even begun.

If I had known that I'd have success as an indie author, I would have started a lot sooner.

The beauty of being a published author today is that there are no gatekeepers, or there are (in traditional publishing), but you can ignore them if you choose and carve your own way into the publishing industry. You do not need an agent. You do not have to pick through dozens of rejection letters from agents any more. You no longer have to print hundreds of books at a time and have them rot in your garage. There is print on demand publishing, and you can create just one book if you want! And making an e-book is not as difficult as you might imagine. There are so many free tutorials on YouTube. Reams of Facebook groups for authors, with published authors offering tips. There is Google, where you can educate yourself in so many different ways on book publishing as an indie author. 

Today’s reality is: You can become a published author for FREE. It costs nothing to upload your book to online bookstores. And, if you are good at learning and with a flair for design, you can even create your own book cover.

Obviously, if you have a little to invest, all the better, especially when it comes to an eye-catching book cover. If you can afford an editor and proofreader, that’s great. If not, find beta readers to read through your first and second drafts. But there is no excuse for not letting your dream become a reality. Not these days.

One thing I have learned along the way is that there really isn’t such a thing as a “good” or “bad” book. I have read novels I have considered atrocious, but readers have adored them. Likewise, there are books that win the Booker prize that readers say are “boring” and “poorly written.” There are all types of books for all types of readers so, as a writer, do not second guess yourself. Study your craft as much as you can. Attend writing courses, if you can. But most importantly, read, read, read.

Read different genres. Read “good” books and “bad” books. Read widely. 

But get going! The only true way to be a writer is to write. There will always be someone with more talent than you, but that doesn’t mean you don’t have a story to tell.

There are so many people who want to trample on dreams. People who will tell you that things are not possible, that you need to be “approved” by some higher authority in order to become a writer. 

Not true.

A writer is somebody who writes. There is no wrong way or right way. There are no rules. And, yes, you can earn your living as a writer, don’t let them tell you that you can’t.

Now, pick up your pen, or open your laptop, and turn up to the page.

Turning up to the page and following through to the end is the very first step.

Good luck!

Arianne Richmonde, USA TODAY bestselling author.

ArianneRichmonde.com


Daniel Hurst

WHAT I WISHED I’D told my younger self – “You’ll be amazed how many other people share the same dream to tell stories, yet how few will genuinely pursue it as they get older.” 

Although I’d spent most of my youth and early adult life scribbling down stories, mulling over ideas and fantasising about writing full-time, I was in my thirties before I decided to pursue it properly. When I did, it took great work ethic, discipline and above all, perseverance. But when the magical day came that I was able to quit my day job and replace it with writing, I was a little worried about what my employers might say about my reason for leaving. I’d kept it quiet about wanting to be a writer, so I knew it would come as a shock to them. I was mainly worried that they would feel like I had misled them somehow and that they would be irritated for having employed somebody who never had genuine ambitions in that particular industry. 

But that didn’t happen. Instead, it was quite the opposite.

Upon handing in my resignation letter (still the best thing I’ve written to this day!), my manager, a man in his fifties, told me that he actually had ideas for his own book and asked if I could help him with it. Then several others in the office came forward to reveal their own dreams of writing. This pattern continued with various friends, family members and all sorts of other people I encountered once I let it be known to the world that I had not only wanted to write but that I had actually done something about it. But it also became clear that while they all had ambitions to write something, very few of them, if any, had actually taken the quite crucial step of sitting down and placing their fingers on the keyboard. 

The experience taught me that you can be either one of two kinds of writer. You can be the kind who writes, finishes a book and then figures out a way to get it in front of a reader. Or you can be the kind who has some vague idea of writing a book but never actually gets around to doing it, forever resigned to just telling others about your ‘idea’ whenever the subject of writing or dream jobs crops up in conversation. 

There is nothing special about me. I just decided what I wanted to do and had a go at doing it. Anybody reading this can do the same thing. Be the kind of writer who writes. That kind is rarer than you think. Then one day, when you quit your old job to go and do your new one, you’ll be amazed how many other people tell you they wish they could do the same thing.  

Daniel Hurst is the bestselling author of the UK #1 psychological thriller The Passenger, as well as several other titles that have amassed over 100 million Kindle Unlimited page reads. 

DanielHurstBooks.com


Hunter Blain

MY JOURNEY BEGINS A little differently. It was birthed from a profound loss and a promise made to Sir John Cook* who was my childhood bestest good friend and bromego until his untimely passing in 2014 at the age of 32.

John had always enjoyed my short stories, which was something considering he was the type of friend that would straight up tell you if it sucked, and had asked me to write a book about him as a vampire. I jokingly promised I would do just that, only to realize the weight of it after it was too late.

One day out of the blue, a few years after John had left me, I felt the undeniable urge to fulfil my promise, and opened up my laptop. I could fight the ethereal drive no more than a drowning man could hold his breath just a few seconds longer after breaking the water’s surface. My fingers danced over the keyboard as the story unfolded before my eyes, bringing with it hearty laughs, face contorting winces, and a warm tear or two. 

And you know what? It felt good. Not only to keep my promise made to my best friend and doppelgänger but to see him live once more as John Cook, the smart-ass vampire. As of this writing, the Preternatural Chronicles has been read by several tens of thousands of people, each keeping him alive in the theater of their minds, thus making him immortal. A promise kept with staggering results I could have never anticipated.

So what is my advice?

To you, the aspiring writer, I would clearly say this: write. Take whatever inspiration flows your way, and run with it. Whether it be from the loss of a loved one, the previously unknown relaxation brought on by retirement, or just because you damn well feel like it. Write. No excuses.

When I was a district manager for various corporations, I had two sayings that I used when training people. The first was the cringe-worthy adage, “Whether you think you can, or you think you can’t, you’re right!” I hate it because it sounds like a thing a corporate district manager would say, but that doesn’t detract from the fact that it is true. 

The second was one of my own creation. Whenever someone gave me reason after reason as to why they couldn’t meet the low bar that was minimum standards, I would say, “Excuses are like bullets, and I’m Keanu Reeves.” I would be doing the employee a disservice if I accepted their excuses; and I offer the same advice to you, future writer. No excuses. If it is important to you, you will do it.

Take the last two paragraphs, and understand that you, and only you, will stop the words from flowing onto the paper. If you say “I don’t have time to write because of XYZ,” then you will never finish that novel you’ve been working on for 20 years. But if you make it a priority, even just a few hours on the weekend, it will be done in the blink of an eye. Want proof?

My first book took me a year to write. I only worked on it a few hours every Saturday, averaging probably 1,500-2,000 words at a time. Some days it could be 10 words, and a week later 10,000. But on average, let’s just go with the 1,500-2,000.

52 weeks in the year, which means 52 Saturdays. See where I’m going with this? My first book was around 86,000 words, and you can do the rest of the math.

What’s my point?

Close your eyes (not yet!), and imagine the year, say, 2018. What happened in that entire year? 12 months. 52 weeks. 365 days. And some catchy song about the buttload of minutes. How quickly can you recall all the important things you did in that year? For me, using the speed of thought, it is nearly instantaneous. Some would say in the blink of an eye. Isn’t time funny like that?

In 2018, I spent a year working on book 1 in my series; and, in 2022, all I can remember is that I did it. I didn’t have any excuses as to why I couldn’t, only the overwhelming need to keep my promise.

So that is my first bit of advice to you: throw away any BS excuses, and write.

I have plenty more suggestions to give, but I’ve noticed 99.9% of people who ask for my advice can’t get past the first step. Plus the other steps aren’t as dramatic as what I just mentioned, nor are they as important as write.

Simple, ain’t it? So simple that 99 full humans, and 9/10ths of another, aren’t able to do it. Why? Because they think they can’t. Which is a shame because there are so many untold stories out there, just waiting to be released into the wild. Instead, the ideas are condemned to pace back and forth in the cage made from thick skulls, only able to share their goodness with the lone zookeeper that keeps them prisoner. 

*Insert a Sarah McLachlan song (you know the one)*

For just a few hours every weekend, you can free an idea that has only known darkness and isolation. 

Won’t you free your story?

Hunter Blain, okayest selling author of the Preternatural Chronicles, Sol Saga, and Chronos Paradox

HunterBlain.com

 


Steven Barnes

I WAS TEACHING WRITING at UCLA, and noticed something. The most common complaint from the students was lack of time in their lives. Man, it came up again and again. Everything: work, play, family, rest, eating…EVERYTHING got in the way.

So one week, feeling very sneaky, before I started teaching I started talking about television shows. I talked about my favorite show, and what had happened that week, relating it to our writing lessons. The conversation zipped along, and we spoke of character, plot, theme, and other stuff, all related to our favorite shows. I did this until EVERYONE in the class was in on the conversation.

And then I dropped the bomb:

“Everyone in this class watched at least three hours of television last week. Everyone in this class. That means every single one of you had time to write. Now: let’s look at the lies you tell yourself to keep yourself from your dreams.”

They were embarrassed, angry, and startled…but the conversation that followed was the best, and most useful we’d ever had.

~

Why do we do that to ourselves? Why deny ourselves the success, love, aliveness we could have? Inevitably, the biggest block is NOT something outside of ourselves, it is something IN US. Man, I could go on and on about this, but the simple truth is that we are our own worst enemies. NO ONE could possibly sabotage ourselves as much as we sabotage ourselves.

Want to see it in action? REMOVE ALL LOGICAL OBSTACLES.

This is the power of “write one sentence a day,” one of the keys to the Lifewriting system. If you use this as not just a productive tool but a diagnostic, the world is yours.


	Commit to write one sentence a day on your project. EVERY DAY. Do whatever it takes to convince yourself that this is a positive, necessary thing. Commit to it for 30 days.



	NO ONE doesn’t have time to write a single sentence in a day. No one. If you don’t do it, you have broken your promise to yourself. The problem is then NOT your work, your kids, your time. Your problem is that you cannot trust yourself to keep your word. Note that if you can’t…then no one else should trust you, either. You are SCREWED. As harsh as this sounds, it is the beginning of truth, and truth is the doorway to wisdom.



	Ask yourself: why? Why didn’t you keep a promise so apparently simple? It will ALWAYS boil down to some internal beliefs, values conflicts, or emotional storms. Voices in your head.



	If you are honest enough, you will identify the SAME emotional storms stopping you in other arenas of life. What keeps you from writing a sentence a day stops you from losing weight, managing money, or finding a healthy relationship — first with yourself, and then with a significant other.



	Once you see how this same set of lies, this same confusion and lack of focus stops you EVERYWHERE you are stuck, you should be able to tap into real grief and pain.



	If you also have a clear vision of what you intend to accomplish, you have a “fork in the road” — one route leading to pain, the other to pleasure. INCREASE THE PAIN. CLARIFY THE HAPPY VISION.



	How will you know when you “hurt” enough about the negatives, and feel wonder and joy about your vision? WHEN YOU TAKE POSITIVE ACTION. When you DO that simple sentence a day.



	Keep track: are you doing your sentence? Yes? No? If yes, GREAT! It will naturally expand to more sentences. We’ll explain why another time. If not…start the loop over again. What is stopping you NOW?



	Continue this process until you can rely upon yourself to write that single sentence. Every day. Day after day. That’s the key, you know: not “genius” except the capacity to discipline yourself day after day to take another step along the Thousand Mile Road.





NY Times Bestselling author Steven Barnes has published over three million words of fiction, including science fiction, fantasy, horror, mystery, and historical.  Winner of the Endeavor and NAACP Image Awards, nominated for Hugo and Nebula awards, he also writes film and television, his work appearing on STARGATE SG-1, ANDROMEDA, OUTER LIMITS, TWILIGHT ZONE among others. He lives in Southern California with his son Jason, and his wife and writing partner, American Book Award and British Fantasy Award winning author Tananarive Due.

Steven-Barnes.com


Tina Martin

I COME FROM A small town and was never really told to dream big. The only aspiration I had was to get a steady job. That’s it. For me that ended up being something related to computers and accounting. The idea of being an author was absurd. Even to this day when I tell people I’m a writer, they don’t believe it, or automatically assume you can’t have a job that you’re passionate about and still be able to make a living. That’s simply not true and I wish someone would’ve told me that years go because I would’ve started writing a lot sooner. My writing career didn’t take off until my mid-thirties. I remember feeling awful sitting at work, glued to a cubicle with no flexibility, always having to ask my manager if I can do this or that. On one occasion, I caught myself staring out the window on a bright sunny day asking myself why I couldn’t be outside. I was stuck. Writing freed me.

I wish I’d known that while writing was my way out of that cubicle, it wouldn’t guarantee overnight success. When I wrote my first book, I had dreams of making it big, but I didn’t. I only had a handful of readers, but that didn’t deter me because I’m a creator. I didn’t give up because I love writing. It’s like trying to lose weight – you work out for one week, didn’t lose a pound, so now you stop trying?? No. We don’t stop trying. We keep going and get better.

The best advice I can give writers is, if you want to be a writer, you must write. When I had a corporate job, I wrote when I got off work. I wrote on my lunch breaks. I wrote sitting in doctor offices, waiting to be called back for an appointment. I wrote in the drive thru. I wrote whenever I got the chance to write. I knew I had a gift for it, even though I wasn’t trained in it and eventually, the words flowed faster and the ideas were plentiful. I turned something I loved into my career. You can’t call yourself a writer if you don’t write, so try to do it everyday even if it’s just a few sentences.

Tina Martin, award-winning USA Today bestselling author who has written over 80 titles.

TinaMartin.net


V.M. Burns

FOR YEARS, I TOLD myself that one day, I would become a writer. When? I would become a writer…after I hit the lottery, quit my day job, the planets aligned perfect, etc. After all of those things, then and only then could I BECOME a writer. If I could go back in time, I’d tell my younger self, to write. Writers don’t sit around dreaming about writing. Writers write. I argued that I didn’t have time. I was busy. One day, I realized that I had the same twenty-four hours in my day that everyone else had. If I wanted to be a writer. I had to stop dreaming and just do it. If something is important, you make time for it. If writing was important, then I had to MAKE time for it. Eventually, I got the revelation, and that’s what I did. I’m not an early morning person. I’d heard about several successful writers, like James Patterson, who wrote early in the morning. I am not a morning person. I am not going to get up at 4, 5, or even 6am to do anything. Besides, anything I wrote at that time of the day wouldn’t be appropriate for human eyes. Instead, I looked at my day and everything that I had to do and found my ideal time. For me, the best time for writing was in the evening. So, that’s what I did. I wrote from 10-12pm every night. When I was on a roll, sometimes, I went later. On bonus days, I squeezed in a writing session during my lunch hour on the day job. I’ve learned to keep a small notepad and pen in my car and in my purse. So, I can write in the waiting room at the doctor’s office, in the lounge while getting my oil changed, or while stuck in traffic. Somedays those bonus sessions may only add a few words to the daily word count, but every one of those words add up in the end. After a few weeks, writing becomes a habit. If you want to be a writer, then my advice is to figure out what day/time fits into your life as it exists right now and write. Before you know it, those late night/early morning writing sessions will result in a finished manuscript. And you’ll have become the writer you dreamed you could be.  

V.M. Burnes is an AGATHA AWARD-NOMINATED author of the Mystery Bookshop series and the short story, The Vermeer Conspiracy, and also a NEXT GENERATION INDIE BOOK FINALIST. V.M. is the author of the RJ Franklin Mystery, Dog Club Mystery, Baker Street Mystery, and Pet Detective (Coming 2023) series. She works as an adjunct professor in the Writing Popular Fiction Program at Seton Hill University in Greensburg, PA

Bookbub: https://www.bookbub.com/authors/v-m-burns

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/vmburnsbooks/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/vmburnsbooks/

Twitter: 
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