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I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.

Hello, or こんにちは (Kon-neech-ee-wa). My name is Kenzo(kehn-zoe). I live in the capital city of Japan. It is called Tokyo.

Japan is a country in Eastern Asia. It is made up of over six thousand tiny islands.
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We call our country ‘Nippon’ or ‘Nihon’ which means ‘The Source of the Sun’. 

The official language of Japan is Japanese. English is the second most common language spoken here. 

When we greet each other, we usually bow and when we say hello over the phone, we say ‘Moshi Moshi.’ (Moe-she-Moe-she)
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What is there to do here in Tokyo Japan?
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Many people visit hot springs, picnic under the cherry blossom trees at the Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden, and visit the Imperial Palace (where the emperor lives).



Others go to the Tokyo tower, visit the Senso-ji historical temple, or my favorite, they go to theme parks. 
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People get around by cars, trucks, bicycles, buses, trains, and subways.



Speaking of trains, we have bullet trains here in Japan. They are very fast and can travel up to 190 miles per hour or 306 kilometers per hour.



Would you ride one?
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People who live in the cities often live in high-rise apartment buildings. Some people live on the outskirts of the cities in small houses.

Other people live in the countryside.

Here they live in small wooden houses that often have only one room.
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What is the school like in Japan?
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In school, most students work in groups called han (hah-n).

We have job duties that we perform each week such as cleaning the classroom, playing games, and serving each other lunch.

A big honor for me was when I was my class’s hancho (hah-n-cho) or the group leader.
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Right now, I am studying math, science, music, and cooking.



What classes are you taking in school?



The Japanese language has three completely separate sets of characters, the Kanji, Hiragana, and Katakana, used in reading and writing. 

Modern Japanese is written in a mixture of all three of these.
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What is the geography like in Japan?
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Mount Fuji (Foo-jee) is the tallest mountain in Japan and rises 12,388 feet (3,776 meters) above sea level. Mount Fuji is also called Fujisan or Fujiyama. It is about 60 minutes from my home city, Tokyo.

Most of Japan is covered with mountains. There are many forests, hills, and valleys, with plains along the coast.

North Japan has cool summers and snowy winters, while South Japan has hot summers and mild winters.

Sometimes bad storms called typhoons bring masses of rain and heavy winds to Japan. They are similar to hurricanes and cause destruction.

Did you know Mount Fuji is also an active volcano?
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Another problem we face here in Japan is earthquakes! Sometimes earthquakes can cause large waves called Tsunamis (sue-nah-mees). 

**
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Let’s talk about some sports.

Sports that are popular in Japan are baseball, soccer (football), basketball, snowboarding, swimming, surfing, judo, and karate.

The National sport of Japan is Sumo wrestling. This ancient sport consists of two large wrestlers who try to force each other out of a circular area.
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What kind of animals live in Japan?
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We have bears, deer, foxes, rabbits, and woodpeckers in our thick forests.



The raccoon dog called the tanuki (tan-oo-key) can be found in many folklore stories, but he is a real animal here.
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The macaque which is a red-faced monkey, is also known as the snow monkey. They inhabit various regions to the north.

We have cranes, storks, swans, and sparrows along the coasts. 

The National bird is the Tancho (than-cho) or red-crowned crane.
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There are many reptiles here such as the giant salamander which can grow to over 1.2 meters or 4 feet! 

How would you like one of those to get into your house? 

We also have many different turtles, snakes, and lizards within our forests.

In the waters, there are many whales, porpoises, seals, and sea otters.

Perhaps you have heard of the Koi fish? 

That is a beautiful fish that comes in many colors such as orange, white, and black. They can be found in ponds in most Japanese gardens.
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The Chrysanthemum flower is the honored symbol of the Emperor. It comes in many shades of color.

The 桜,or the Sakura (sah-koo-ruh) is a famous flower known as the Japanese Cherry Blossom. 
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The Japanese flag is white with a red circle in the center. It stands for the sun. 

The white background represents purity, sincerity, and simplicity
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The two most common religions of the Japanese people are Buddhism and Shinto.

Our money is called the Japanese Yen. 1 USD is about 156.60 Yen.

What is the Japanese Government like?

The Government of Japan consists of the Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary branches and is accountable to the Emperor. 

The Emperor is the symbol of the State. 

The Prime Minister is the head of the Japanese Government.

[image: ]

Thank you for listening to me speak about my country. I will now leave you with a few words to learn in the Japanese language.

お元気ですか (oh-gen-kah-dee-soo-kah) How are you?

さようなら (sah-yo-nah-rah) Goodbye.

学校 (gah-koh) School.

友達 (tah-moe-dah-che) Friend.

ようこそ (yoh-koh-soh) Welcome.

はい (hi) yes.

いいえ (ee-eh) No.

お願いします (oh-knee-guy she-mahss) Please.

ありがとうございました (ah-ree-gah-toe go-zye-mas-tuh) Thank you very much.

Hello, or こんにちは (Kon-neech-ee-wa). My name is Yua (You-uh).
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I live on the smallest of Japan’s four main islands, the Island of Shikoku. (she-kow-koo)




This Island is very special to many people because Shikoku is the home of the 88 Temple pilgrimage.

Many people choose to take this Buddhist pilgrimage on foot while others travel it by bus. This journey takes 1,647 Kilometers (1,023 miles) to see all 88 temples.
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