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  To all my friends, Family, Fans and lifetime readers who seek wisdom everyday







  
    
      “True grace is not a license to continue in the shadows of our past, but the very light that empowers us to walk away from them forever.”

“The strength of a shepherd is not measured by the size of his flock, but by the integrity of the hearth he leaves behind at home.”

“A man with a testimony is never at the mercy of a man with an argument; for what was once a ‘point of no return’ becomes the starting line for God’s greatest miracle.” 


    

    
      ~ Chimezie B. Ihekuna


    

  





  
    
      Contents
    

    
    
      	
        Preface
        
      

    
      	
        Prologue
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 1
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 2
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 3
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 4
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 5
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 6
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 7
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 8
        
      

    
      	
        Segment 9
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter One
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Two
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Three
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Four
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Five
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Six
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Seven
        
      

    
      	
        Chapter Eight
        
      

    
      	
        Epilogue
        
      

    
      	
        About the Author
        
      

    
      	
        Also by Chimezie B. Ihekuna
        
      

    
    


  



  Preface



The message of the gospel is often described as a beacon of hope, but for many, the journey to the light is paved with the shadows of a complicated past. Saved By His Grace is not merely a story of religious conviction; it is a raw and honest exploration of the “good, the bad, and the ugly”  that defines the human experience within the sanctuary and beyond.




At the heart of this narrative is the enduring truth that no soul is ever truly at a “Point of No Return”. We follow the life of Reverend Michael Xhosa, a man whose ministry was born from the wreckage of the Zimbabwean underworld. His path from a death sentence in a prison cell to the pulpit of a global ministry serves as a powerful testament to the book’s central theme: that grace is not earned through our own “filthy rag” righteousness, but is a divine gift made available at Christ’s expense.




However, this story also turns a mirror toward the modern church, examining the heavy burden of legacy and the high stakes of leadership. Through the eyes of Michael’s son, Dan, we witness the dangerous allure of a “double standard” —the attempt to walk the halls of faith while entertaining the “lust and cares of this world”. When secret schemes and human failings threaten to dismantle everything the Xhosas have built, they are forced to confront the ultimate question: Is God’s grace truly sufficient when everything else is lost? 




This book invites you to step inside the multi-purpose halls and the quiet, desperate hospital wards to witness a journey of sincere repentance and miraculous restoration. It is a story for the seeker, the believer, and the “prodigal son” in all of us.




May these pages remind you that while “many are the afflictions of the righteous,”  the reach of His grace is always longer than the depth of our fall.








  
  
  Prologue

  
  




The atmosphere in the Multi-purpose Hall of The Fountain of Truth Church in Atlanta is thick with expectation, a “wave of the Holy Spirit” charging the air as six hundred souls groan in fervent prayer. Banners proclaiming the theme “Saved By His Grace” hang from the corners, a stark contrast to the state-of-the-art marble floors and the clinical precision of the ushers at the exits. To the casual observer, this is a scene of absolute spiritual triumph—a global ministry with branches spanning from Nigeria to England, led by men of God who command the pulpit with “panache-oozing” authority.




Yet, beneath the thundering “Amens” and the high-soprano melodies of the Kingdom of God Choir lies a history forged in the darkest slums of Rhodesia.




Reverend Michael Xhosa, the man now celebrated as a “vessel unto honour,” once stood in a very different kind of line: a line for the gallows. Before the clergy suits and the international conferences, there was a boy of “decadence” who grew into a man of the underworld—a drug courier, a gun user, and the lone survivor of a bloody bank heist. His life was a “mixture of the good, the bad, and the ugly,” defined more by the “stray bullets” that killed his father than the scriptures that would later define his future.




Grace, as the Reverend often teaches, is “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense”. It is the power that plucked him from a prison cell and placed him at the head of a spiritual empire. But as the ministry expands to campuses and new nations, a different shadow begins to loom. His son, Dan, stands at the threshold of his own manhood, caught between the “lust and cares of this world” and the heavy mantle of his father’s legacy.




In the world of Saved By His Grace, the sanctuary is never far from the street. While the choir sings of a “Grace Provider,” secret recordings are being made, “bad eggs” are being identified, and a “favour-rendering enemy” is waiting for the perfect moment to strike. This is the story of what happens when the “prodigal son” meets the “long arm of the law,” and whether the grace that saved the father can survive the sins of the son.








  
  
  Segment 1

  
  




Venue: The Multi-purpose Hall of The Fountain of Truth Church, Atlanta, Georgia, USA, Venue of the Three - day 6th Annual Meeting (Day Three)

Congregation: 600 Members (invitees inclusive) Time: Starting from 9:30 AM to end at 1:30 PM Theme: Saved By His Grace

Ministering: Rev. Michael Xhosa


The service begins as the four-person prayer team takes to the spacious pulpit to capture the attention of the expectant, well-seated congregants. The split air-conditioned hall is decorated with enlarged banners at each corner that read the convention’s theme. The floor is covered with modern, state-of-the-art marble, and there is a “5 by x 40” seating arrangement from left to right in the hall that provides members with space to move in and out freely. The gap between seats is sufficient for members to pray, stand, praise, and worship God without disturbing one another. The projectors, mounted on the four walls of the hall, are available to assist the men of God in preaching and reaching the brothers and sisters in attendance, regardless of where they are seated.


There are nine ushers: three male and six female. The three males are positioned at the exits of the hall while the six females are positioned in threes - the right, middle, and left - in front and at the back. A hall guard is on hand to check those attending the program. Four appointed guards monitor people’s movement, patrol the Church’s parking lots, and secure the church grounds.


The elders, two each, from the Church’s branches - England, Zimbabwe, the Republic of South Africa, the USA and Nigeria are seated to the far right and left of the hall’s background, leaving the projector’s light reflecting on the background’s middle. The podium is spacious enough to contain them. Members are taking pictures of the hall and the prayer warriors, with the five-person camera team on hand to cover the event, as they have been the previous two days. Five to the left and right of the hall’s background, the council members each hold their Bibles to follow the scriptures delivered by the preachers. As the members of the congregation pray in tongues with them, the panache-oozing prayer warriors - Brother John, David, Matthew and Mark take turns to give their prayer charges for the congregation to pray fervently with them.

Brother John (One of the prayer warriors, takes the first prayer charge): “Praise the Lord, Church!”

Church (members of the congregation scream): “Hallelujah!”

Brother John: “Praise our Lord Jesus Christ, Our Saviour, the Mighty One, and Son of David!”

Church (screams): “Hallelujah!”

Brother John (reflects): “Brethren, we have been richly blessed by the vessels God has used to impact in us the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ…Pastor Greggs and Evangelist James Peters. God is in this place! I’m happy to be a partaker of the divine grace that is ONLY in Jesus. Are you, Church?”

Church (yells): “Yes!”

Brother John continues: “For those of you who weren’t here for the first-day teaching by Pastor Greggs, I’d suggest you make your way just outside this hall to get yourself a copy. I wouldn’t say: “Hey, you missed Pastor Gregg’s message.” The word of God gets newer by the day! He exhumed from the Rock of God’s word what makes us qualified to be in Christ: grace. Day two came along…The God-inspired presence in what I like to call the “Fire- Branded.” Evangelist James Peters told us that the ONLY way we can live in God’s kingdom is by salvation. He also used the scripture to explain that salvation is earned through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. I don’t know about you, brothers and sisters in Christ, but I was richly blessed.”

(The very audible “I was blessed too!” chant comes from the congregants. Thrilled by their reaction, he goes straight to his four-point prayer charge…)

Brother John: “Today, we’re all here to listen to what our very own Man of God, the man with many shades of Godly colours, has to teach us through God’s word. Before we begin prayers, I want to make an observation…Today’s population exceeds yesterday’s and the previous day’s. That’s good to know!”

(Passive laughs, chuckles, smiles, and indifference are read in the faces of the 600-member congregation. Calm returns.)

Brother John: “Church, be on your feet. As we have prayed over the past two days, let us pray that Today will be better than the previous two days. For His word says,

“The glory of the latter shall surpass the former.” Let us pray that lives will be touched in all segments of Today’s meeting better than the last two days, right from our prayers now to when the man of God takes the microphone to preach. Church, let us pray!” (For the next two minutes, the Church prays in tongues. The wave of the Holy Spirit is charging the atmosphere as people groan in prayer. After two minutes, Brother John moves to the second prayer charge on his prayer-list…)

Brother John: “As we anticipate the undiluted word of God, we will pray against all forms of spiritual distraction, for as the word reads ‘, our weapons of warfare are not carnal but mighty to the pulling down of strongholds.’ Let’s pray!”

Again, the ‘sounds of noise’ is reading the movement of the Spirit of God reflecting in the manner the word says: “The fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much.” He ends the prayer charge with the words “in Jesus’ name.”

The Church (Shouts): “Amen.”

Brother John: “For the word is a lamp unto my feet and light unto my path. Based on this, we will pray that the word we will hear will give us all that we need to live the Christ life on earth: grace. Pray, Church!”


The well-up of prayers passed across from the mouths of the brethren is assuring him that they are in the spirit. As he ends the charge, he proceeds to the last one.

Brother John: “We will be praying for our brethren who are not yet with us at present. We pray, according to your word, which says: “the steps of the righteous are ordered of you.” Pray this charge like never before.”


The Church prays as instructed for the next three minutes. Prayers in the form of praises, tongue speaking, shouting Jesus’ name and sounds of “amen” are heard. Brother John hands over the microphone to Brother David, while Brothers Mark and Matthew stand on the same pulpit, silently praying in tongues as they look on.

Brother David: “The best place to be always is in the house of God. “In the presence of God”, the Bible says, “there is fullness of joy and at His right hand are pleasures forever.” Also, the Bible recognises that in God’s presence, His very own House, the Church, precisely in this great assembly, there is liberty. Our prayer, therefore, is that the joy, liberty, and pleasures that come from God may never be short- lived. Let’s pray!”

The Church prays fervently for a minute and thirty seconds.

Brother David (continues): “The next prayer point is that our minds are renewed day by day with His word. Let us pray…”

Members of the congregation pray atop their voices as Brother David’s microphone-aided voice overshadows theirs. This will be maintained for the next two minutes.

Brother David
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