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All praise belongs to Allah, the One who is unique in His divine power, the Mighty in the greatness of His Lordship, the Guardian of all creatures and their appointed times, the Knower of their changes and their conditions, the Provider of perpetual blessings, The Giver of abundant bounty, The One who gave life to creatures when He willed, without help or advice, who created humanity when He wished, without an equal or a peer.

His Will is exercised on them by His Power, His wish for them is implemented by His Power.

He inspired them to do good without limits and instilled in them good manners.

They therefore act according to their abilities, evolving through the branches of good morals.

They rejoice in what has been decreed and preordained, “each group rejoicing in its belief.”

I testify that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah, Creator of the heavens and the earth and their splendors.

His Wisdom knows no bounds and no one can oppose His Command:  He is not questioned about what He does, but it is they who will have to account [for their actions].

I testify that Muhammad is His chosen servant and His pleasing Messenger.

He was sent with an extended light, an empowering command passed on by all messengers, and lessons learned from their ways.

He resisted oppression, complemented the faith, manifested it above all other religions, and suppressed idol worshipers.

May Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace as long as the stars revolve in the sky.

Indeed, Allah is glorified in His kingdom.

As for what comes next, it is clear and obvious to the reasonable person that times are changing.

They are constantly fluctuating.

The udder dries out after being full.

The branches wither after flowering.

Strength disappears after being virile.

The taste becomes bitter after being sweet!

People have emerged claiming to master intelligence and wisdom using the opposite of what they imply, such as following the desires of their hearts.

They have abandoned the demands of intelligence for the anguish of their chests.

They believed that the foundations of reason included hypocrisy, sycophancy and their branches which can be seen in their representatives through their fine clothes and eloquent speech.

They claimed that the one who masters these elements is the one gifted with intelligence and worth following, while the one who possesses none of these traits is an idiot who should be avoided.

So, when I noticed that the scum of the earth dazzled, misled by their actions and that the loudmouths followed their example, I decided to write this modest work.

It contains elegant meaning that the intelligent and wise need today.

It is intended to be a guide to distinguish those gifted with discernment when they are present and from whom those gifted with understanding draw when they are absent.

Through it, the learned and attentive will be able to surpass their contemporaries and their peers.

This work will be, in private, an honest confidant for the wise man and a close protector in public.

Through it, he will be favored by his supporters and will surpass his opponents.

I clarify, in this book, what will beautify, in the eyes of the sane man, the practice of praiseworthy qualities and uglify the practice of condemnable faults while seeking to prevent the persistence in the accumulation of these faults, of lighten the weight of the wearer and illuminate the listener's ear.

Because of the many stories and poems that will be mentioned in this book, anyone who strives to study each chapter in depth will wish that they had no ending.

As for the one who refuses to achieve completeness and success, he will certainly have accepted weakness.

Allah is the Giver of success and the Guide to integrity.

I ask Him for rectification of the soul and forgiveness from punishment due to sins.

He is certainly the most Generous, Noble and Merciful.
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According to Sahl ibn Sa'd (Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

“Surely, Allah loves the person of good behavior and dislikes the person of bad behavior.”

Loving the person with good behavior and hating the person with bad behavior is the essence of wisdom.

Intelligence is an immense treasure: it makes exile pleasant and neutralizes poverty.

No wealth is better than it and an individual's religion cannot be complete without intelligence.

Intelligence is of two types: natural and acquired.

Natural intelligence is like the earth.

The acquired intelligence is like seeds and water.

It is impossible for natural intelligence to achieve an action without exposing it to acquired intelligence.

This, in order to wake it from its sleep and free it from its place, just as the seed and the water extract what is deeply rooted in the earth in order to make it bloom abundantly.

Thus, the natural intelligence deeply rooted in man is like the roots of the tree under the earth and the acquired intelligence is displayed like the fruits hanging from the branches of the tree.

Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Habib al-Wasiti recited this poem to me:

I realized that intelligence has two identities:

Learned and natural.

And acquired intelligence is of no use

Without the company of natural intelligence

Just like the sun is of no benefit

When for looks, its rays are prohibited from sight.

Intelligence and desire are two adversaries.

The individual must therefore support his reason and hinder his desires.

Thus, if two situations are ambiguous, he must abstain from what is closest to his desires.

By doing so, one's intentions will be purified, then through intelligence and reason, consciences will be rectified.

‘Abd Al-‘Aziz ibn Sulayman al-Abrash recited the following verses to me:

If a man perfects his intelligence, his affairs are perfected,

His benefits are perfected and His appearance is perfected.

So without intelligence, his shortcomings are displayed,

Even if he has the fortune of a rich man.

The sagacious man does not start a conversation unless he is asked a question.

He doesn't debate much, unless it's allowed.

He is not quick to give an answer unless there is certainty.

The wise man does not belittle anyone, because he who belittles the leader ruins his life, he who belittles the pious destroys his faith, he who belittles his brother damages their reputation and he who belittles the common people withdraws their protection.

Al-Muntasr ibn Bilal ibn al-Muntasr al-Ansari recited these verses to me:

Don't you see that intelligence beautifies its possessor

And that we perfect it through long experience?

And certainly, the past reprimands its owner,

Who improves every day through his knowledge.

The wise man grasps what he has never seen by comparing it to what he has seen.

He assigns what he has not heard to what he has heard.

He puts his mistakes and his successes side by side.

He applies his past to what remains of his life.

He connects what he never got to what he received.

He does not rely on money, even in need, because goods run out and disappear, while intelligence increases in value and does not disappear.

If intelligence were a tree, it would be the best kind, just as if patience were a fruit, it would be the best kind.

What increases intelligence brings closer to all the forms it can take and diverts everything that opposes it.

Wise people mix with people for one of two reasons:

· -  to talk about a situation to which they need to draw attention,

-  to inform the ignorant of something important that they need to know.

The sensible man seeks to benefit from all forms of intelligence and learns from what opposes it in every situation.

The intelligent person should not flatter the other, unless the latter is able to bear the flattery.

He should not give his attention to anyone unless this attention is appreciated.

If intelligence had parents, it would be patience and prudence.

Allah created us to be those who possess within us the magnificent presence of intelligence.

Thus, he who perfects this benefit has the qualities which will lead him to his Lord.

Indeed, he obeys Allah and accomplishes what He wants.
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According to Usamah ibn Sharik (Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: If Allah hates that you do something, then do not do it (even) when you are alone.

The sagacious man and the prudent man must know that reason is made up of branches composed of orders and prohibitions.

He must know them and perform them at their prescribed times, as a demonstration to the common people and the miscreants.

The first of the branches of reason is piety (Taqwa – consciousness of Allah), self-rectification, because whoever purifies his interior, Allah will purify his exterior, and whoever corrupts his interior, Allah will ruin his exterior.

Certainly, the one who said the following spoke the truth:

If you are isolated at some point during the day, don't say: “I am alone”, but say: “A Vigilant Guardian sees me.”

And do not think that Allah is heedless

Or that He doesn’t see what we want to hide from Him.

Can't you see the days pass quickly

And tomorrow is near for those who are worried (who are heedful).

The wise person must give importance to improving his interior.

He must protect his heart when he is near and when he is far away, when he is active and when he is still, because his life is filled with difficulties and his joys are ruined when the heart is sick.

If there was no other reason than Allah exposing what is inside a person, whether good or bad, that would be enough for the intelligent to rectify and correct his inner self.

Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Zinji al-Baghdadi recited these verses to me:

If you display the good

So make what you hide even better

For he who conceals good is characterized by it

And he who conceals evil is characterized by it.

The wise man must rectify his person and keep away from sins using his piety and good works.

So, if his body does not act piously, he must reign over it and control it through his heart.

Indeed, the actions of the limbs are purified by the purification of the heart.

Mansur ibn Muhammad al-Kurayzi recited the following verses to me:

Without his heart and his tongue man is nothing else

In his communication and behavior.

And if a man's clothes are not clean,

It may be that even using water you are powerless (not able to purify it).

And you won't be touched (harmed) by everything that scares you

And you won't get everything you wanted.

The person gifted with reason must not forget to protect his heart from what hardens it, because if you rectify the king, you rectify the army, and if you corrupt the king, you corrupt the army.

Thus, faced with two situations, he must abstain from the one closest to his desires and pursue the one furthest from destruction.

Whoever recited the following poem was right:

If your heart is in conflict between two affairs,

So, choose the most decent and clear one.

If you're worried about a bad deal, be hesitant

If you're worried about a good deal, just do it.

Hearts are purified of their impurities when the individual is concerned only with Allah and everything becomes insignificant compared to the goal of satisfying Him through obedience, whether in solitude or in the company of others.

This is the best sustenance in this life and the next for those who are attentive (heedful).

Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Habib al-Wasiti recited this poem to me:

Fearing Allah is obligatory on you in all situations.

You will see the (good) consequences (of fearing Him alone) on the Day of Judgment.

Certainly, fearing Allah is the best conclusion,

And constitutes for the traveler the greatest provision.
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Zirr ibn Hubaysh is reported to have said:  I went to Safwan ibn ‘Asal al-Muradi who said to me: “What brought you here? “.

I replied: “I am in search of knowledge.”

He said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah say:  No one leaves his house for the purpose of seeking knowledge without the angels lowering their wings in approval of his act.”

Once the wise man has rectified his person, he must couple this with the search for knowledge and perseverance on this path.

Indeed, there is no better way to clarify the affairs of this lower world for a person than the purity of knowledge.

A sensible man is not careless about something that causes angels to spread their wings over him in approval of what he has accomplished.

However, he should not hope that his efforts will bring him closer to kings or allow him to acquire material things.

There is nothing worse than a scholar who stoops to the level of the followers of this lower world (the worldly life).

Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said: There is nothing worse than the scholar to whom the people of his region go and ask, “Where is the shaykh?”, then they are told: “He is with the governor”, or “He is with the judge.”

So what does the judge have to do with the scholar? So what does the governor have to do with the scholar? The scholar must be in his mosque reading the Quran.”

Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah
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