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  Introduction

  
  




From ancient Mesopotamia to the huge Roman empire, many ancient cultures believed in a divine order, with gods and emperors at the top of the power pyramid, rewarding those who are submissive and punishing those who rebelled against the system. If this order is upset, then immorality and social disintegration will follow in its wake.




The maintenance of this order is not something that can be trusted to just anybody. To be a good leader, you need to be an outstanding individual. Some people are simply more equipped to be leaders than others, whether they are tribal kings, caesars, or politicians in the current day. This holds true regardless of the time period. What is the essence of this social order? We did not all come from the same place.




Many of these opinions are held by members of the political movement known as conservatism. Extremely rapid social transformation can result in societal anarchy, but how can we behave properly if there is no God to hold our acts in check? And if everyone is formed with equal potential, then who ought to take charge?




You’ll learn in this book, why, in the eyes of a conservative, a democratic system is erroneous; why, in the eyes of a conservative, scientific studies that attempt to anticipate human behavior are always inaccurate; and why, in the eyes of a conservative, property equals power.








  
  
  Chapter One

  
  




A moralistic higher power directs a conservative, who follows in its footsteps. God does exist, and his presence may be felt in everything we do.




It wasn’t until 1790, when Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France was first published, that conservatism could be considered to have begun as a movement in its own right.




The ideas and beliefs held by conservatives had not become widely known to the general public until Edmund Burke published his book. In spite of the fact that many other philosophers have added their own contributions since then, there is one thing that all conservative intellectuals have in common: strong religious beliefs.




The belief held by conservatives is that there is a greater power that may be seen both in ourselves and in the choices we make. The majority of conservatives believe that the Christian God exemplifies this superior authority. They are of the opinion that one can sense the presence of God within themselves at all times.




Reason, revelation, and an assurance that goes beyond the senses all point firmly in the same direction, according to Burke, which indicates that God does exist and is all-knowing. Because there are so many people who hold the belief that God is real, we must conclude that God is real. If that is not the case, then where did these beliefs come from?




It is possible to discern God’s will through the course of human history because of the way that history has evolved as a result of God’s divine influence. Every idea or behavior that stands the test of time, such as cultural customs, is very likely an expression of the will of God. This is because God has a significant impact on our lives. Otherwise, such ideas or behaviors simply could not have persisted during the quick and violent changes that society underwent.




Not only does God in fact exist, but we also have a responsibility to regularly bring God’s influence to our attention. If we disregarded the influence of a greater force, our lives would have no purpose or value.




In the mindset of conservatism, God’s influence can be seen to extend across all of our acts. Let’s say you decided to sign a contract for your firm. You get an epiphany and understand all of a sudden that you can breach the contract without anyone ever knowing about it.




If this were the case, then the conviction that the document represents an even higher sort of commitment, something that has been divinely sanctioned by God, would be the only thing that could possibly prevent you from breaking the promise that you made in the contract that you signed. If this were the case, it would be extremely immoral to breach the contract.
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A conservative does not subscribe to the creed of the French Revolution, which asserts that “all men are created equal.”




The book that Edmund Burke wrote about the French Revolution challenged many of the fundamental beliefs that led up to that historical event. The revolutionary viewpoint holds that all men are created equal, although traditionalists would argue otherwise.




It is a well-established fact that individuals, on the whole, differ from one another. There is no denying the fact that each of us has various characteristics that set us apart from one another, such as our gender, age, strength, morality, intelligence, and fortune.




It is simple to understand how each of these aspects of a person’s life could have a significant influence on that person’s existence. A person who is clumsy and easily stressed out will make a poor surgeon, on the other hand, a person who is calm and has a steady hand will make a far better surgeon.




Conservatives hold the belief that in light of the fact that individual distinctions have such a profound impact on our day-to-day lives and future trajectories, it is detrimental and even dishonest to make statements such as “everyone is equal.” People are led to have unrealistic expectations, and the truth is obscured as a result.




Consider the possibility that one of your friends is a middling actor. Because you have the attitude that all people are created equal, you assure him that he will undoubtedly be awarded an Oscar at some point. After all, everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve their goals.




Your friend who is an actor receives praise and encouragement, and he uses all of his time and money to attend auditions and work toward being a professional actor. However, no of how hard he tries, he will never be successful since he is unable to act!




Even though all soil originates from the same source material—the earth—various types of soil support the growth of different kinds of plants in ways that are optimal for some and suboptimal for others. It is a complete denial of reality to assert that any soil can support any plant and that growth is possible in any location.




These tenets are the bedrock upon which conservative ideology rests. In the following blinks, we will analyze how these concepts direct the attitudes of a conservative toward democracy.
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Equal treatment is the kiss of death for advancement. Abilities should be recognized and rewarded; a society based on equality does not provide any incentives.




Conservatives argue that the pursuit of total equality is not only erroneous but also hazardous, and they base this contention on the recognition that every individual possesses a unique set of skills as their point of departure.




The study of history has demonstrated that the desire to live a better life than the ordinary person, which is only feasible if there is inequality in society, is the driving force behind progress.




It is essential to have an understanding of the fact that the foundation for such advancement is not merely work but also aptitude, a concept that was first presented in W. H. Mallock’s book entitled “Labor and the Popular Welfare.”




Everyone is capable of doing work since it is simple to follow instructions without questioning why or how something should be done. On the other side, having the ability entails being able to think of new and improved ways to organize and carry out work.




Even though work is essential, doing job doesn’t automatically result in advancement without the directing hand of ability.




And while most of us have jobs, the motivation to put our skills to use is often driven by the aspiration to improve our standard of living above that of our peers, which contributes to inequality.




Systems that impose perfect equality, in which every person is treated the same regardless of the nature or quality of the job that they produce, do not create any motivation for an individual to make the most of her capabilities.




Why should you bother trying to discover new technologies or make improvements to the system if you can maintain the same standard of living even if you do not put in all of that additional effort?




People who are not rewarded for using their abilities may quickly feel irritated and may decide to stop using their abilities altogether if they are not rewarded for doing so. This is a problem for “normal” workers as well because they are excluded from the benefits of technological advancements that might have made their jobs simpler, such as the introduction of new machinery.








  
  
  Chapter Four

  
  




It is impossible to have a civilized society without a natural aristocracy to step forward and lead the common people.


A great number of philosophers who support the concept of equality have also advocated for the construction of a classless society. Such a society would be one in which no one social group possesses more power or influence than any other group in the community.


A conservative, on the other hand, is one who holds the belief that such a society is not only unattainable but also undesirable. People require leaders, and some persons are more naturally gifted with the ability to lead than others.


Imagine that you are part of a group of one hundred people who are tasked with the responsibility of picking what to eat for supper. You decided to hold a vote on the matter. Everyone has the right to vote, and each vote is given the same weight. Therefore, everyone in the group has an equal amount of influence, and everybody is happy with the position they hold.


But what actually takes place? During the conversations that took place before the vote, eleven individuals took the initiative to shape the conversation and substantially influence the opinions and votes of the other participants. An ardent supporter of steak and mashed potatoes, for instance, possesses magnetic personality and the ability to persuade others to join her camp.


A natural aristocracy, often known as the tendency for a smaller, leading class to arise within civilizations so that they can lead the wider population, is something that conservatives believe in. In the absence of such leadership, society reverts to





















