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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed the CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

If you want more ideas, games, tips and tricks for teaching English, be sure to join my email list: www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe.
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ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)

If you're reading this book, you might be interested in some of my other best-selling ones. You can find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  Great Debates for ESL/EFL: 39 Important Debating Topics

−  ESL/EFL Teaching Practice and Methodology

−  67 ESL Conversation Topics with Questions, Vocabulary, Writing Prompts & More
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​4 Skills-Higher Level

​Agony Aunt
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Skills: Listening/Speaking/Reading

Time: 15-20 minutes

Level: High-beginner to Advanced

Materials: Printed advice column questions and answers 

This activity will get your students talking because everyone knows how to solve other people’s problems! If your students are a bit more advanced, you can use actual advice columns. These can easily be found by searching on the Internet for “advice column” etc. The lower the students' level, the more you'll need to grade the language, or you can write your own advice column.

I’ve done several variations of this activity and it has always been a hit. I begin with an introduction that shows a few advice column letters and answers. Discuss them a bit—most students will be familiar with the concept. Then, give your students a copy of a letter (not the same one from the introduction).

Version 1:

All the students receive the same letter. Each person has 3-8 minutes (depending on the level) to come up with some advice (separately). The class has a short discussion about what advice each person would give and why. You can also have students discuss their advice in small groups if you have a larger class.

Version 2:

All the students (small classes) or groups (big classes) receive a different letter. As above, each person/group is given time to read and think of some advice. You can begin the discussion time by having each person quickly summarize the problem they have read about, then give some advice and discuss that.

Teaching Tip:

If you are familiar with local celebrities popular with your students, you can use current gossip to spice up the lesson. If X pop star has just had a public breakup, write a letter from that person asking for help getting back together, finding a new boyfriend, etc. For the men, a rumor of a football star being traded works well to get advice on how to improve that player’s game.

Procedure: 

1. Show some level-appropriate advice column letters. Read them together and discuss.

Version 1:

1. All students get the same letter (not one from the introduction).

2. Each person has to read the letter and come up with some advice (separately).

3. Discuss each person’s advice.

Version 2:

1. The students get different letters.

2. Give some time to read the letter and come up with some advice.

3. Discuss the problems and their advice.
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Skills: Reading/Writing/Speaking/Listening

Time: 1+ hour

Level: High-Beginner to Advanced

Materials: Internet access, PowerPoint 

Optional Materials: Video camera

Presentations are a regular feature of ESL classes, but your student may get overwhelmed at the thought of first creating and then presenting a full-length speech. Infographics have become a common way of presenting information, and your student can create and use one to provide the “meat” of an informative oral presentation. This will also provide an opportunity to research a topic in English. If your student works in an office, he or she is likely to use PowerPoint at work, so the combination of something familiar (PPT) with something new (English presentation) should reduce stress.

Have your student choose a topic of interest to them that has several data points. For example, if he/she has a favorite team, he/she can find the team’s current ranking, average points per game, number of championships, and so on to populate the infographic. The student should begin the project by researching several data points and finding an image or two online to use for decoration.

To create the infographic, the student will need to reset the margins to create the long, narrow look of an infographic. This is done by choosing a blank layout and changing the slide from landscape to portrait then adjusting the margins. Start with 10”/25cm by 30”/75cm and adjust if necessary. Your student can use images, Smart Art, and/or charts to present the data he/she will report. However, you may want to give your student a time limit for choosing a layout or have him/her make a sketch before opening PowerPoint, because the number of options can become a time waster. 

Once the layout has been chosen, your student will need to fill in the data. If he/she is using charts, Excel will automatically to fill them in. Don’t worry, it’s pretty self-explanatory and the end result is right there for the student to see while working. Once the images are all in place, the student should add a brief explanation of each image. All images and text boxes can be resized, and the entire slide can be resized by adjusting the margins, if there is more (or less) information than expected.

When the student is satisfied with the infographic, it can be saved as a JPEG. This will probably have taken an entire lesson, so the presentation will be in the next lesson. You should tailor the focus of the presentation to your student’s level and needs. A lower-level student may just need to practice speaking without a script. Higher-level students may need to practice the use of gestures or inflection.

For the presentation of the infographic, pull up the saved image and have the student sit or stand next to the computer to present the data to you. A lower-level student may do best seated next to you with both of you looking at the screen. Being able to look at the image (and not having you looking directly at your student) should reduce quite a bit of stress. After doing several presentation activities, the student's confidence will hopefully increase and he/she won’t need such modifications.

Teaching Tips:

If your student does not use PowerPoint at work and is not familiar with it (or if you do not want to spend an entire lesson making an infographic), you may want to have the student find an existing infographic online to present. 

A video of the presentation can be helpful for your student. When students see and hear themselves, they can more easily see the areas that need improvement.

Procedure:

1. Have your student choose a topic of interest that would have several data points to research and present.

2. Have the student make a sketch of the planned infographic.

3. Using PowerPoint, have the student make the infographic (use a blank layout, in portrait, with the margins set to 10”/25cm by 30”/75cm).

4. In the next lesson, have the student present the infographic to you. According to the student's level, have him/her focus on speaking without a script, using gestures, or inflection, etc.

5. Review the presentation.
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Skills: Writing/Reading/Speaking/Listening

Time: 15-30 minutes

Level: Advanced

Materials: None

Have students write something interesting. Some examples you can use are: most embarrassing moment, scariest thing you’ve ever done, your dream for the future, etc. Base it on whatever you are studying in class. Then, distribute the stories to other people in the class. They have to go around the class, finding the person whose story they have by asking questions. Once they find that person, they have to ask three interesting questions about the story. 

Teaching Tips: 

Emphasize to students that they are to practice asking good full-sentence questions. For example, “USA?” is not a good question, while, “Did you study abroad in the USA?” is much better. Also emphasize that students should think of interesting follow-up questions that expand upon their knowledge about that situation. This involves reading carefully so they can avoid asking about things that are already mentioned. You can give your students a couple of minutes before the activity starts to write down a few questions based on the paper they received to help facilitate this. 

This activity provides an excellent opportunity for your students to work on reported speech. This is something that high level students are often surprisingly weak at. If you have a small class (fewer than 10), students can report what they learned about their partner to everyone. If larger, students can tell their seating partner what they learned. For example, students might say something like, “I talked to Min-Ji. She told me that she got in a car accident last year. She said that it was really scary, but thankfully nobody got injured seriously. ”

Procedure:

1. Have students write an interesting story based on a certain topic. Adjust for length and difficultly depending on your students. 

2. Collect stories and redistribute them—one per student, making sure a student does not get their own story. 

3. Students go around the class asking people if they have their story. For example, “Did you get in a car accident when you were little?”

4. When they find the person, they must ask them three interesting follow-up questions about it. 

5. Do the optional variation of having students tell other people what they learned in order to practice using reported speech. 
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Skills: Reading/Writing/Speaking/Listening

Time: 30-40 minutes

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Materials: None

This is an excellent activity for studying should/shouldn’t and better/better not. Write down a problem such as a high school student studying for the University Entrance Exam who is exhausted and can’t sleep at night. Have the students prepare some advice for that person in groups of 2-4. When everyone is ready, have the groups share their answers with the class. The most helpful and clear advice gets a prize of some kind; you can either choose the winner or have the class vote on it. 

Teaching Tips: 

This also makes an excellent homework activity if you get the students to make a video talking about their advice for a certain problem. To make it even more fun, I'll often make my own video of the problem and put it up on YouTube for them to watch, either in class or at home. I usually ham it up a bit and add some drama and may perhaps even have a friend make a guest appearance. Students love seeing their teacher on YouTube!

Giving some advice or an opinion in a polite way is an important functional skill that students need to learn and this activity is particularly helpful for that. It's worthwhile to spend some time talking about how to make your advice more, or less, polite depending on the circumstance. 

Procedure:

1. Think of a problem of some kind, depending on the topic being studied and the level of the students. 

2. Ask students to give some advice to that person. Give them time to prepare their presentation in small groups. 

3. Each team does a short presentation in front of the class sharing the advice that they came up with. You choose the best, or have the class vote on it. 
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Skills: Writing/Reading/Speaking/Listening

Time: 20-30 minutes

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Materials: None

This is the perfect activity for using “be” statements in the past tense. Have students think of two dead people and write down when he was born/where he was from, why he was famous, how he died, and one or two more interesting things. Then, put the students into small groups of 4-5 to play together. The first student gives the student to the right of them the first hint and they get one guess. If correct that student gets a point and goes next, starting with the person on their right. If incorrect, the first student gives the next hint to the next person to the right and they get a guess. This pattern continues until the correct answer is guessed. 

Teaching Tips: 

You can play this game with the whole class, but it's better in small groups because it's far more student-centered. Of course, you should do a demonstration first with the whole class before you let them play together. 

Many students pick the same two or three people, depending on the country where you are teaching. I avoid this situation by using those people as my examples. I'll say something like, “You need to pick two dead people, for example, Michael Jackson and Kim Jong Il.” In Korea, a couple more people you could ban are Lee Sun Shin and King Sejong!

Procedure: 

1. Do a demonstration for the students first. Think of a dead person. Give some hints, such as when he was born, where he was from, why he was famous, etc. 

2. Have the students guess who the person is after each hint. 

3. Put students into small groups and have them choose two dead people and write some hints about him/her. Giving around 5-6 hints is best. Be sure to start with the hardest ones and get to the easiest ones at the end. 

4. The students do rock-scissor-paper and the winner goes first. The winner gives the person to his/her right the most difficult hint and then that person gets one guess. If correct, the person on the right gets a point and the game continues with his/her secret person. He/she starts with the person on his/her right. If incorrect, the winner gives the next student to the right in the circle the next hint and they get one guess. It continues until the correct guess is given. 
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Skills: Speaking/Listening/Writing

Time: 20-30 minutes

Level: High-Beginner to Advanced

Materials: Blank “Bingo” grids, or blank paper

This is a very fun activity that teenagers as well as university students seem to love. Have a list of about 30 vocabulary words that you've been studying. If you use fewer, the game will be over very quickly. Give the students a pre-made Bingo Grid, or have them draw a 5x5 grid. Then the students fill in the grid randomly from the list of words on the board or PowerPoint. Then, choose someone to go first (rock-scissor-paper, draw numbers out of a hat, according to the attendance sheet, etc.). The first student describes a word, but doesn't actually say the word. The next person describes another word and on it goes, just like a regular Bingo game, but the students are speaking the whole time. You can do variations, such as “1 line,” “2 lines,” “X-Bingo” and “Blackout.” This variation works best in smaller classes of ten or less. 

In bigger classes, you can describe the words but it becomes solely a listening and writing exercise instead of a speaking one. Another way to do it would be to put students in small groups of 4-6 to play together; there are two benefits—there's more student talking time and it becomes more of a strategic game because each student can keep an eye on their opponent's boards. 

Teaching Tips: 

One important strategy to increase fluency that our students need to practice is producing synonyms of a word they don't know, or can't remember the exact word that they want. This Bingo game is an excellent way to focus on this. 

This game requires absolutely no prep-time if you are given a class at the last minute and need something to fill the time. Simply ask the students what they've been studying the past few days or weeks and if they say, “animals,” then ask them to tell you all the animals they know and write them on the board, and that will form the list they have to choose from as they prepare their boards. 

Ask the students to use a highlighter or just an “x” over the words instead of scribbling it out entirely with their pens. This way, you are able to check their answers in case of a Bingo. 

Procedure:

1. Prepare blank Bingo grid photocopies beforehand (or students can draw their own on paper), as well as a list of vocab words (PowerPoint works well). 

2. Students fill in the Bingo grid with their chosen words. 

3. The first student chooses a word and describes it, using hints but not the word itself. You can choose the order of who describes words any number of ways: drawing numbers, seating arrangement, alphabetical order, etc. 

4. All students cross off that word if they have it on their Bingo grid. The next student describes a word and so on. 

5. The first student to get one line is the winner. The next winner is two lines, then “X”, and then “blackout.” My rule is that you can't win more than one round. 
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Skills: Speaking/Listening/Writing/Reading

Time: 15-30 minutes 

Level: High-Beginner to Advanced

Materials: Survey handout

Give the students a sheet of paper with some questions and tell them they need to find one of their classmates who will fit each slot. My general rule is that one question equals around two minutes for intermediate to advanced students so 10 questions would equal a 20 minute activity; it's one minute per question for beginners because they will not be as good at asking follow-up questions. The kinds of questions you could put on your paper include things like: "Do you travel sometimes?" or, "Are you a university student?" Then, if their partner answers yes (encourage students to answer in full sentences!), they write down their partner's name and ask them one (beginner) or two (intermediate to advanced) more questions to elicit some extra information. They can only ask each classmate one question. If their partner's answer is no, they should choose another question to ask them. 

Prep the activity well before you turn students loose by saying what you’re looking for: only speaking English, everybody standing up, talking to everybody in mostly full sentences, writing the answers in English. Get a student to ask you one of the questions first and then ask a student one of the questions so your students have two models of what they need to do. Here is a survey that I would use on the first day of class:

Get to Know Each Other Survey

	Name
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