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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Dear At Home Readers,

      I hope you enjoy the stories in this book. You can use the stories in many different ways. You can read silently, or out loud to a friend. You can read into a voice recorder and then listen to your pronunciation.

      In this book, you will read about the Park family and the Kasongo family. Soo Jin and Joon Park have two children, Jin Hee and Min Jee. Binwa and Jerome Kasongo have two children, Helene and Samuel. Binwa has a brother, Joseph.

      At Home has stories with vocabulary for everyday situations. You can practice conversations with some of the stories. The stories may be easy to understand. Maybe you and your family are in some of the same situations as the characters.

      The stories will help you read fluently. Many common English words are in the stories. It will become easier and faster for you to read these common words. This book will help you practice the sounds of English, especially the vowel sounds. You will read short words, but also some longer words and sentences.

      I hope you enjoy reading At Home!

      Shelley Lee, Author

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOTES FOR TEACHERS

          

        

      

    

    
      Vowel sounds

      At Home features and reviews many of the same vowel sounds taught in At the Lake and Other Stories for Adult Emergent Readers (Lee, 2020).

      Here are the main spelling/sound patterns and some example words from At Home. You could model them in advance for students before they read, or answer questions later.

      Short vowel sounds

      
        	short a: van, pack, glass

        	short e: bed, rest, yell

        	short i: sit, fix, drip

        	short o: box, lock, cost

        	short u: cup, hug, jump

      

      Long vowel sounds

      
        	long a: a_e, ai, ay: plate, paint, gray

        	long e: ee, ea, y: sweep, leak, messy

        	long i: i_e, igh, y: price, bright, my

        	long o: o_e, ow, o: home, pillow, go

        	long u: ue, ew, oo, ou, u_e: blue, new, food, soup, student

      

      Other patterns

      
        	all, alk: small, talk

        	ou, ow: loud, shower

        	2 sounds of oo: cook, room

        	R controlled vowels: ar, or, er/ir/ur: hard, fork, serve, stir, hurts

      

      Consonant digraphs

      
        	ch: each, much, chair, check

        	sh: shelf, sheet, brush, fresh

        	ph: phone , Joseph

        	th, voiced: this, then, there, other

        	th, unvoiced: three, with, month, bath

      

      Contractions

      
        	I am = I’m

        	can not = can’t

        	it is =  it’s

        	do not = don’t

        	that is = that’s

        	what is = what’s

        	let us = let’s

      

      Possessives

      
        	Joseph’s room

        	Kate’s Diner

        	Binwa’s day off

        	the girls’ bedroom

        	Soo Jin’s job

      

      Multisyllable Words

      You could teach these words in advance, let learners use a bilingual dictionary, or just be ready to answer questions. Note that many of the words (apartment, kitchen, bathroom, sometimes) are repeated throughout the book.

      
        	Binwa Works Hard husband, university, together, homework, morning, evening, sometimes, enjoys, living, watching, reading, playing

        	Binwa Gets Help kitchen, vegetables, chicken, worried, eating, talking

        	The Sofa is Old apartment, bedroom, bathroom, window, problem, comfortable, shopping

        	Saturday Shopping furniture, Saturday, expensive, another, careful, favorite, second

        	A Special Dinner younger, science, history, special, napkins, potatoes, plantains, vanilla, chocolate, congratulations, finished, writing, working, prepares

        	Drip, Drip, Drip quiet, midnight, bathtub, shower, landlord, dripping, leaking, sleeping

        	The Small Apartment daughters, messy, dining

        	A New House?  breakfast, coffee, neighbors, payment, supermarket

        	Soo Jin Works Hard customers, outside, neighborhood, playground

        	The New House computer, medium, towels, clothes, moving

        	Where Are My Keys?  hungry, pockets, inside, around, everyone

        	Painting afternoon, rollers, ready, purple, orange, yellow
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            BINWA WORKS HARD

          

        

      

    

    
      Binwa Kasongo is a mom. She has two kids. Her kids are Helene and Samuel. Helene is nine years old, and Samuel is six. Her husband’s name is Jerome. Binwa’s brother Joseph lives with them too. He goes to university.

      Binwa goes to her job early in the morning. She likes to work early in the morning. Then she can meet Helene and Samuel at the bus stop after school. She can walk home with the kids. They can talk about school and have a snack together. Then Binwa can cook dinner and help with homework.

      Binwa cooks dinner every evening. Sometimes she cooks chicken. Sometimes she cooks fish or beef. Sometimes she makes soup. Her family enjoys the food. They talk and laugh. After dinner, Binwa works in the kitchen. She washes the dishes, and she sweeps the kitchen floor. She takes out the trash.
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        Binwa’s back hurts

      

      It is Monday at 8:00 p.m. Binwa looks around the living room. Jerome is watching TV. Helene is reading a book. Samuel is playing a game on his phone. Binwa’s back hurts. Her feet hurt too. She is very tired. Binwa loves her family, and she loves her home. But Binwa needs some rest. What can she do?
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            BINWA GETS HELP

          

        

      

    

    
      Binwa tells Jerome, “I like to cook for you and the kids. I enjoy eating and talking at dinner. But after dinner, I am very tired. I need some help.”

      Jerome talks to Helene and Samuel. He says, “Every evening, Mom cooks. She washes the dishes. She sweeps the kitchen. She takes out the trash. She is tired. We need to help.”

      Helene says, “I can help cook. I can cut vegetables. I can stir the chicken in the pan. I can set the table.”

      Samuel says, “I can sweep the kitchen floor. I can take out the trash. I can wash dishes.”
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        Jerome and the kids can help

      

      Jerome says, “I can cook dinner sometimes. Then Mom can rest.”

      Binwa is very happy. Her family can help. She can get some rest.

      Samuel says, “Mom is a good cook. Dad, are you a good cook? I’m worried.”

      Jerome says, “Don’t worry. I can cook chicken. I can cook rice and vegetables.”

      Samuel says, “Okay. I hope you’re right.”
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            THE SOFA IS OLD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Kasongo family lives in an apartment. They have a living room, a kitchen, a dining room, and two bathrooms.

      They have three bedrooms. One bedroom is for Helene and Samuel. One bedroom is for Joseph. One bedroom is for Binwa and Jerome. Each bedroom has a bed and a side table. Each of the kids has a big shelf for their toys and books. Joseph’s room has a desk and chair. Joseph can study in his room for his university classes. Binwa and Jerome’s room has a small sofa near the window. They can sit and talk.

      The problems are in the dining room and the living room. The dining table is good. It is big, and the legs are strong. But the dining room chairs are old. Sometimes a chair leg breaks. Jerome fixes the chair leg with tape or glue. But it breaks again. The living room sofa is old. The cushions are not comfortable.
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        The sofa is old.

      

      Binwa and Jerome talk about the chairs and the sofa.

      Binwa says, “The dining room chairs are old. Sometimes they break. We need new chairs.”

      Jerome says, “The sofa is old. It is not comfortable. We need a new sofa. Let’s go shopping on Saturday.”
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            SATURDAY SHOPPING
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        At the furniture store

      

      On Saturday morning, Binwa, Jerome, and the kids go to some furniture stores. They need new dining room chairs. They need a new living room sofa.

      The first store has a lot of chairs and a lot of sofas. But the chairs are expensive. Each chair is $300. That is too much money for one chair.

      The sofas are expensive, too. One sofa is $2500. Another sofa is $3000.

      Helene and Samuel run to a green sofa. They sit down on it. Then they jump a little bit.

      Jerome says, “Kids! Be careful! That sofa is expensive!” Binwa likes the green color, but her favorite color is red. And all of these sofas cost too much money.

      The second shop has a lot of chairs and some sofas. The chairs are nice, but a little expensive. Each chair is $200. There is a gray sofa, a blue sofa, and a red sofa. Each sofa is $1500. Binwa and Jerome sit on the gray sofa. It looks good, but it is not comfortable. They sit on the blue sofa. It is okay, but Binwa wants to try the red sofa. They sit on the red sofa. Binwa loves the color. It is very comfortable.

      The third shop has used furniture. This shop has a lot of chairs and only a few sofas. Binwa sees some nice chairs. Each chair is $50. That is a good price. Binwa, Jerome, Helene, and Samuel sit in the chairs. The chairs are comfortable, and the legs are strong.

      Jerome says, “Let’s buy five of these chairs. That will be $250. The chairs are used, but they are good.”

      Binwa says, “Yes, that’s a good idea. Then we can buy the red sofa.” Binwa, Jerome, and the kids are happy.
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            A SPECIAL DINNER

          

        

      

    

    
      Joseph is Binwa’s younger brother. He is a university student. He takes classes in math, science, and history. He also has a writing class. He works three nights a week at Kate’s Diner. Joseph works hard.

      It is May. Joseph finished his first year of university. His grades are good. Binwa is happy for her brother. She wants to cook a special dinner for Joseph. Joseph likes fish. He also likes sweet potatoes and plantains.

      It is Friday morning. It is Binwa’s day off work. Binwa goes to the market. She buys four pounds of fish. She buys three pounds of sweet potatoes and some plantains. Binwa sees some cakes. There are vanilla and chocolate cakes. She buys a vanilla cake for Joseph. The cake says “Congratulations” on top.

      After school, the kids help Binwa in the kitchen. Helene washes and cuts the sweet potatoes. Samuel peels and cuts the plantains. Binwa prepares the fish. They are happy about this special dinner.

      Samuel sets the table. He puts plates, forks, spoons, and knives on the table. Helene puts napkins and drinks on the table.

      Jerome comes home from work, and Joseph comes home from the university. The food smells good. It looks good, too. The family eats a lot. They talk and laugh. Joseph is tired, but he is happy.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        A special cake for Jerome.

      

      After dinner, they put the cake on the table. Binwa says, “Joseph, I am proud of you.” Jerome says, “You are working
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