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This book is based on chapters 10 and 11 of Journey to the West (西游记, xī yóu jì), an epic novel written in the 16th Century by Wu Chen’en. Journey to the West is loosely based on an actual journey by the Buddhist monk Xuanzang, who traveled from the Chinese city of Chang’an westward to India in 629 A.D. and returned 17 years later with priceless knowledge and texts of Buddhism. Over the course of the book the band of travelers face the 81 tribulations that Xuanzang had to endure to attain Buddhahood. 

Each book in our Journey to the West series covers a short section of the original 2,000-page novel. The first three books in the series – The Rise of the Monkey King, Trouble in Heaven and The Immortal Peaches – all focus on Sun Wukong, the Monkey King, and the fourth book, The Young Monk, introduces Xuanzang.

This book, the fifth in the series, tells the last story leading up to the actual journey to the west, which starts in Book 6. While the book has some light moments, it also has some of the darkest and most frightening scenes of all the stories we’ve told so far, with a series of horrifying visions of after-death punishment of evildoers that are reminiscent of those in Dante’s Inferno.

The story starts innocently enough, with two good friends chatting as they walk home after eating and drinking at a local inn. One of the men, a fisherman, tells his friend about a fortune-teller who advises him on where to find fish. This seemingly harmless conversation between two minor characters triggers a series of events that eventually cost the life of a supposedly immortal being, and cause the great Tang Emperor himself to be dragged down to the underworld.

In Chinese popular religion, the underworld (地狱, dìyù, literally “ground prison”) is not a final destination for sinners as hell is for Christians, but a transitory place that every deceased soul must pass through. The cosmos is divided into three domains: Earth, Heaven, and the underworld. Every being has a soul that survives after death, and upon death the soul leaves the body and travels to the underworld, where it is judged, punished if necessary, and then assigned to its next earthly life for rebirth.

For the Chinese, the underworld is a stable and orderly place, with clerks, bureaucrats, ministers and kings all charged with keeping the afterlife running smoothly. As the Emperor Taizong discovers, there are even opportunities for financial transactions! The underworld looks a lot like the Earth, except that its inhabitants are all deceased souls waiting for reincarnation. 

As you can see from the cover illustration, souls leave the underworld via the great Wheel of Rebirth. Six paths lead out of the underworld, each one leading to a Gate of Rebirth. Five of the paths are desireable (or at least tolerable), but a sixth one, the Path of Demons, is reserved for souls who must reincarnate as demons and monsters.

Taizong, the hero of the story in this book, was already a wise and compassionate ruler before his unexpected death, journey through the underworld, and return to life. He emerges with even more resolve to rule in accordance with the teachings of the Buddha. We will see later in Book 6 that he will need all his inner strength and clarity of vision to properly set Xuanzang on the path to the west.

All of the stories in this series are all written in simple language suitable for beginning Chinese learners at the 600 word HSK3 level. Whenever we introduce a word or phrase that isn’t part of HSK3 and was not already defined in a previous book, it’s defined in a footnote on the page where it first appears. All words are listed in the glossary at the end.

In the main body of the book, each paragraph of Chinese characters is followed by a matching paragraph of pinyin. This is unusual for Chinese novels but we feel it’s important. By including the pinyin, as well as a full English version and glossary at the end, we hope that every reader, no matter what level of mastery they have of the Chinese language, will be able to understand and enjoy the story we tell here.

Our website, www.imagin8press.com, contains links to other books you might enjoy, including other books in this series as they become available.

We hope you like this book, and we’d love to hear from you! Write us at info@imagin8press.com.

Jeff Pepper and Xiao Hui Wang
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA
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地狱里的皇帝

Dìyù Lǐ De Huángdì
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第10章

Dì 10 Zhāng

亲爱的孩子，我知道你很累。但是今天晚上我要给你讲一个很好听的故事！我会给你讲三位很强大很有名的人：一个是住在长安宫殿里的皇帝，一个是聪明的丞相，还有一个是住在河里的龙王。

Qīn'ài de háizi, wǒ zhīdào nǐ hěn lèi. Dànshì jīntiān wǎnshàng wǒ yào gěi nǐ jiǎng yí gè hěn hǎo tīng de gùshì! Wǒ huì gěi nǐ jiǎng sān wèi hěn qiángdà hěn yǒumíng de rén: Yí gè shì zhù zài Cháng'ān gōngdiàn lǐ de huángdì, yí gè shì cōngmíng de chéngxiàng, hái yǒu yí gè shì zhù zài hé lǐ de Lóng Wáng.

人们说一条大河总是从一条小溪[1]​开始，所以今天晚上的故事是从两个很普通[2]​的人开始，一个是砍木头的人，另一个是抓鱼的人。这两个人虽然不是读书人，但是很聪明，喜欢说话。他们两个人也是非常好的朋友。每天，抓鱼的人卖他抓到的鱼，砍木头的人卖他砍的木头，每天结束的时候，他们会在一家小酒店见面，一起吃晚饭、喝酒、说话。

Rénmen shuō yìtiáo dàhé zǒng shì cóng yìtiáo xiǎo xī kāishǐ, suǒyǐ jīntiān wǎnshàng de gùshì shì cóng liǎng gè hěn pǔtōng de rén kāishǐ, yí gè shì kǎn mùtou de rén, lìng yí gè shì zhuā yú de rén. Zhè liǎng gè rén suīrán búshì dúshūrén, dànshì hěn cōngmíng, xǐhuān shuōhuà. Tāmen liǎng gè rén yěshì fēicháng hǎo de péngyǒu. Měitiān, zhuā yú de rén mài tā zhuā dào de yú, kǎn mùtou de rén mài tā kǎn de mùtou, měitiān jiéshù de shíhòu, tāmen huì zài yì jiā xiǎo jiǔdiàn jiànmiàn, yìqǐ chī wǎnfàn, hējiǔ, shuōhuà.

一天晚上，他们吃完饭喝完酒以后，在泾河旁边的一条小路上一起走回家。他们都喝醉了，每个人手里都拿着一瓶酒。

Yìtiān wǎnshàng, tāmen chī wán fàn hē wán jiǔ yǐhòu, zài Jīng hé pángbiān de yìtiáo xiǎo lùshàng yìqǐ zǒu huí jiā. Tāmen dōu hē zuì le, měi gè rén shǒu lǐ dōu názhe yì píng jiǔ.
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“我的朋友，”砍木头的人说，“我认为想要成为有名的人会因为名没有了生命，想要成为有钱的人会因为钱不快乐。我们的生活好多了，因为我们没有名也没有钱。我们住在河流附近的美丽的山里，我们还需要更多吗？”

“Wǒ de péngyǒu,” kǎn mùtou de rén shuō, “wǒ rènwéi xiǎng yào chéngwéi yǒumíng de rén huì yīnwèi míng méiyǒu le shēngmìng, xiǎng yào chéngwéi yǒu qián de rén huì yīnwèi qián bú kuàilè. Wǒmen de shēnghuó hǎo duō le, yīnwèi wǒmen méiyǒu míng yě méiyǒu qián. Wǒmen zhù zài héliú fùjìn de měilì de shān lǐ, wǒmen hái xūyào gèng duō ma?”

“你说得对，”抓鱼的人说，“我们都有快乐的生活，我们都住在美丽的地方。但我的河比你的山更好。我每天都坐我的小船在海上游玩。我的朋友是太阳、风、天上的鸟、河里的鱼。我每天都看到我的妻子和儿子。我的心里很明白，我没有麻烦事，所以晚上睡得很好。”

“Nǐ shuō dé duì,” zhuā yú de rén shuō, “wǒmen dōu yǒu kuàilè de shēnghuó, wǒmen dōu zhù zài m
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