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			Dedication

			This book is dedicated to Thomas T. Dlamini, who has played a pivotal role in its production. He has persuaded me to write a book that will clarify some points about amaNazaretha that some people do not properly comprehend. He has felt, during his lifetime, that there have been some incomprehensible complexities in what God has done among the people of South Africa.

			I would also like to dedicate this book to the family of Mr Joshua Dangazele who has since passed away. He encouraged me to write a book that would preserve all that he saw done by Prophet Isaiah Shembe. I also would like to thank my fellow African brothers, Mandla Nkwanyane, Sthembiso Nduli, Clement Khumalo, Mbukeni Makhanya, Mphakamiseni Madlopha, Mama Elinah Ngubane Madlopha, Rev. JS Mhlongo, Zwelihle Shibase, Mazwendoda Ngobese, evangelist BD Nxumalo of Bhekuzulu and my son, Msizi Dlamini. It is Msizi who confirms the integrity of what I have written. I thank them all for the role they have played in my endeavours to ensure that this book is written successfully. They have been eager and supportive in helping me to execute what I planned to accomplish. I also extend my acknowledgment and appreciation to all my children for their good spirit in supporting me in my quest. The time I should have probably dedicated to them was spent writing this book. I earnestly thank them for all their help.

			I would also like to thank all those who have supported me in my efforts. I will forever cherish all that you have done for me. May you continue to provide the same support to all those who may aspire to do what I have done. In addition, I would like to thank the following individuals for the good teaching I received from them about the Nazarene faith while I was still in my formative years. Even though they have all passed on, may their families accept my gratitude on their behalf. They are Mr Timothy Gumede, Mrs Mlambo, who lived in E Section, KwaMashu, and Mr. Nyaba from Mlazi Township. It is only beginning to dawn on me now how important the teaching was that we received at Madluphuthu Temple.

			

			The Author

			The Nazarite faith is a religious system that has been around for over a century in South Africa. The Shembe Church, or amaNazaretha as it is called, has grown a lot and spread to many places, even beyond the borders of South Africa. This shows that it will continue to grow and have real objectives to exist for a long time to come. It is a well-known truth that anything involving human beings, such as religion, may, after a long time, be interfered with to the point where it loses its purity. This may be caused by being diluted in some way or mixed with extraneous material or even because of the social status of the people. Perhaps it results from a generation which does not fully understand the specific way to teach the religion or ignores the authenticity of its teaching, or when the founder becomes more of a myth and his story is told in an imperfect way. Most of the time that tends to be the root cause for deviating from the true path of the religion. Once that habit becomes ingrained, it is too complicated to reverse the trend or try to preserve the origin of the teaching. In the end, there would no longer be a way to restore the religion back to the basis on which it was grounded. 

			So, it is imperative that those who have been close to the established state of the Nazarite faith provide the means to pass on the true knowledge of that faith to the next generations. This book is one of many efforts to save the Nazarite faith from being used for personal gain and to keep it on the right track. If anything is added to the Nazarene religion, it should be done with the intention of improving the progression of its existence and preserving its purity.

			Most people who knew the founder of the Nazarite faith have since died, which means the followers have to rely on other church members to whom the information has been passed down. Some of the available information may have a distorted narrative or be full of errors or be affected by the emotions of the narrator. Therefore, it is up to each person in this present generation to provide the means to preserve the Nazarite faith so that its identity is preserved by its purity. It should be recognised that no matter how the amaNazaretha religion has grown, the need for its preservation will always be there. People who love their religion understand that there should be no person who is endowed with the power to alter or to distort the basic principles that are the pillars of the character of the amaNazaretha religion.

			

			Everything in this book is meant for those who are hungry for knowledge and those who want to be fully informed as to how the Nazarene religion was established. Then, they may do whatever it takes to keep it focused in the correct direction and not allow it to be influenced by interference that causes it to lose the foundation upon which it was grounded. This generation has the responsibility to introduce the religion of their forefathers to their children and also disseminate the message of God’s word to all the nations around the world. As Shembe said in his hymn book: “INkosi ikubusise weNceku yeNkosi. Uhambise izwi lakhe Nceku yeNkosi. Lezi zizwe zililindele. Zonke eziphansi kwezulu.” English: “May the Lord bless you, the Servant of the Lord. Deliver His word, Servant of the Lord. All the nations are waiting, all those nations under the heaven.” Once everyone has knowledge, there will be no good reason to disrespect the amaNazaretha religion, and children won’t become faithless in the religion of their forefathers. We ought to acknowledge the fact that access to the knowledge won’t just occur automatically or by chance. It must be presented through verifiable, empirical evidence that confirms the power of faith, as the founder of the religion showed to them. That is the only way the Nazarite religion can be saved from the precarious position of losing its true path or the direction upon which it was grounded.

			Every church member is duty bound to protect this religion from those who have bad intentions towards its existence. Protecting the Nazarene faith can only be done by stating all the fundamental facts of its existence. Religion shouldn’t be in the domain of secrecy that causes doubt about its existence. Information about the religion should be transparent and be available whenever it’s needed. The sanctity of the religion can’t be kept by hiding the truth of its existence. As long as that happens within the framework of the knowledge that any sacred issue needs to be given the respect it deserves, Nazarite-faith followers are persuaded to defend their religion with the clear facts known to all, and not only if they feel provoked when faced with a distortion about their religion.

			

			There are many books that have been written about the Nazarite religion, but this is book is written for those people who have some knowledge of the Nazarite religion through unconfirmed facts, but they are anxious for more empirical knowledge about the religion rather than believing inferences from unconfirmed sources. Some of these people are full members of the Nazarite faith and some are not. These people have a burning desire to know more about the doctrines and teachings of the faith. This book contains first-hand information allowing people to find out the truth rather than listening to rumours. First-hand information is important because it reaches a person without distortion or the emotional attachment of another person.

			In this book, there are some stories that have not been fully discussed. The reason being that the author has included only certain sections of the story as part of the main passage rather than taking the entire story. But nevertheless, the message remained intact and was extracted as it was originally. Moreover, this book will add valuable information to what is already known because many individual stories in this book are from people who knew and lived with Isaiah Shembe. And all the stories in this book have been confirmed by the names of those persons to whom the miraculous stories happened. The descendants of most of the people mentioned in this book are still alive and their testimonies are evidence of what happened to their fathers or grand-fathers.

			Another man whose name appears in this book is Joshua Dangazele. He grew up in eKuphakameni village under the guidance of Prophet Isaiah Shembe. His mother brought him to eKuphakameni when he was very young, after the death of his father and his siblings during the great influenza outbreak that killed so many people between 1918 and 1919. Shembe’s sermons and miraculous works happened in front of Joshua, as he watched. When Isaiah Shembe was close to death, he called him and spoke to him personally along with Miss Linah Mntungwa. He told them that his time on earth was over and he was holding onto his final days by his fingertips. He told Joshua what he had wanted to do for him, such as paying to further his education and preparing him for marriage. But, he said, he would no longer be able to do so because Jehovah was calling him home.

			

			The writer tape recorded everything as it was told to him by Joshua. The writer met him personally when he was still working in Durban, staying at the KwaMashu Hostel. He visited him many times to confirm the stories he was told. Joshua was faithful with his words; he repeated the same story over and over again in the same way. This book will highlight the realities that brought about changes among the Africans and other races, as well as all other religious events which occurred due to the religious influence among Black people and other races in South Africa. This book will provide an overview of the religious, political and racial tension in Africa. Another thing that will be unearthed will be the social turmoil created by different religious teachings among Black people in South Africa. This book will highlight the lifestyle and culture of the people before the prophet arrived – Ubuntu – as well as the impact of religion in general on the people of South Africa. It will highlight an attempt by the atheists to nullify religion and deny the existence of God. Furthermore, it will look into the cultural similarities that exist between the nations all around the world, as well as some other social issues. 

			

			Foreword

			The main purpose and essence of this book Efficacy of Devotion to God is to lay bare considerable empirical evidence and the power of the word of God who sent Shembe to do miraculous things as a demonstration of the greatness that is hidden in the depths of all that is understood by mankind. This book is to track down the real God who sent Shembe and to find out who He is. It includes Shembe’s preaching, clearly explaining what he had been sent to do; the power of his prayers in healing sick people; his prophecies of what is yet to happen; and his view in connection with all humanity around the world. The book also researches the difference between his sermons and those of other preachers of God’s word. If there is a difference, what it is and what its role is in society.

			The most interesting aspect of this book is the identification of the name in which Shembe was preaching to the people. His name will be thoroughly scrutinised to determine if there were any other spells that gave him the power to heal people. What must be noted is that this book is not an attempt to judge the superiority of one religion over another. All religions are equally important in terms of spiritual guidance among the people of all races. This book is about removing the gossip that distorted Shembe’s sermons and providing the answers that removes all the fluff, and reveals the truths essential to faith. Even so, no one has all the explanations that satisfy all the questions about any issue, although one solid fact is the existence of truth.

			Nevertheless, this book will play a vital part in curtailing many questions that people have asked about what Shembe was preaching to the people. It is true that any story about preaching the word of God often brings a lot of contrary information, which is mainly caused by the parables and figurative language it contains. Because of that, it is expected that Shembe’s sermons may create unanswered questions in the minds of some people. We should not believe anything that is made up and not supported by the truth. This is the perfect opportunity to stop the false influence that causes fallacious testimonies or misleading notions that distort the truth preached by those who are sent to spread the word of God. 

			

			God endowed mankind with the mental capability to analyse everything to find the truth and so strengthen the faith. The obvious reason for that is that sometimes the truth may not be what is depicted, but what we have instantiated through rational analysis and mental power. It is true that some people who have some incomplete knowledge of other religions are not enemies by nature, but they grew up under a false teaching that shaped them to become enemies. They don’t consider that enmity would exist between them and other believers. They are merely brothers and sisters in the faith. They might think that the enmity is caused by reading and believing biblical texts in a different way to other believers, but in reality, it is because they were in a situation where seeds were sown which made them enemies and brought about division in the church. How could they become enemies through reading a Bible that says the same thing to everyone? If the Bible says something that applies to everybody, where does the enmity come from? The obvious answer is that hostility comes from the seed deliberately sown in the hearts of the people.

			The only exercise that may transform their thinking would be to fill themselves with the profound wisdom and deep spiritual insights found in the Bible so that they may have complete truth of the faith and knowledge about the religion as a whole. Written knowledge is like an incubator that holds the truth about all religious processes. Knowledge is a tool that may be used to remove the fluff that makes one judge others in a way that will never contribute anything in the dissemination of the word of God or propagate what is written in the Holy Scriptures. Discourse analysis allows people to get out of the debate and enter into the knowledge that comes from sorting out facts from many different opinions. And people can’t continue to debate the plain truth that is unchangeable, if they all agree on its existence. Such argument may only occur if a person utilises the sacred scriptures to support his own views of observing his religious teachings. 

			

			The main point in this book is to identify the one true God among many. The One to whom Shembe was praying and the One who sent him to preach His word to the people. It must be clear here that the research about this religion has already been done by another writer, a Swedish theologian. This author, in his research, was to do a thorough analysis of Shembe and the Nazarite faith as well as all the other Bantu prophets in Southern Africa. His analysis of the Nazarene religion seemed to go well in many ways. He was able to form a clear image on which the Nazarite faith is based. It was fine for all those whose knowledge of this religion was limited, but in some instances, it became apparent that in his analysis there was a mistranslation of Shembe’s sermons and his hymn book from isiZulu to English. There was an erroneous conclusion to the actual message. Following is an example of some of his translation from Shembe’s hymn book:

			In isiZulu: “Siyongena ngabanye size siphelele sonke.” The correct English translation: “We will enter one by one until we are all in,” meaning, “one person at a time.”

			The English translation in his book: “We will enter with the help of the others until we are all inside.” An error occurs when the literal translation is adapted to the written message. Careful translation is essential if the message is to be retained. Umkhokheli in isiZulu: “Ngumuntu onikwe amandla okubheka nokulawula isimo eThempelini,” meaning, “A preacher is a person who is empowered to control everything in a temple.” 

			English translation in his book: It is the person to whom the church tithe is paid. The word khokha means “pay”. The word khokekhela means “to give advice or appropriate course of action.” The hymn book says: um-khokheli, a male or female preacher, not khokha. They may be known as advisors or counsellors. Yes, they take donations from the people, but they cannot be called cash collectors. If that was the case, Shembe would not have written as follows in his book: um-Khokheli wakhona munye kuphela uJehova kuphela Inkosi enamandla onke, which means: “The only Counsellor there (in heaven) is Jehovah, the Almighty Lord.” 

			Here is another one that needs a complete and correct translation in religious terms: Mangethwase Nkosi yami ngibe musha emoyeni, ngibafuze abangcwele abasebusweni bakho. According to what is written in the Swedish author’s book, in this verse, Shembe asked to be given the spirit that God gives to those who believe in the spirits of the dead or izangoma, which is totally out of context to what Shembe meant in his hymn book. Here is the correct version for this chorus: “Let me be wise, my Lord, and be new in my soul, like the saints who are before your presence.” The word thwasa has more than one meaning. It means to start life anew in a spiritual way. So, what Shembe actually meant in his hymn book was to ask God to grant him power to “start life anew in a fresh way of better understanding of the spiritual realities of the existence of God, just like the saints who are in His presence.” In that, the interpretation error in what is in the hymn book is obvious, and it is way out of what is defined in Shembe’s hymn book. The abovementioned and other examples indicate the errors in the translation of Shembe’s writings in some instances. 

			

			The Swedish author can be forgiven for his mistakes, because they were not intentional. Mistakes could have come about through his interpretation of the isiZulu language, because he did not have a full grasp of it. Or it may have happened through the person who helped him translate the texts from isiZulu to English. What is unclear is how this mistake could have happened through a person who was a Zulu by birth and spoke the language fluently. Whether the translator did so on purpose or was confused by the written word in the isiZulu language, nobody knows. But there is no Zulu-speaking person who does not know how the isiZulu language conveys the message through the written word, or how to convert words spelt in the same way but differentiated by the tone of voice or the context in which they are used.

			No matter how far the error goes in destroying the message, it remains as an unwanted spiritual blot that exerts unpleasant feelings on all Nazarite-faith members, and it is a disfavour to those who are eager to know more about Shembe’s teachings. The research in terms of its purpose was good and acceptable. But a person who understands isiZulu language well can easily identify the mistakes in the translation and realise that there is a distortion of the message contained in the hymn book. Furthermore, some people would be curious as to why a man sent by God would teach people a disoriented message in his sermons. In an unwanted situation like that, it is imperative for the Nazarite-faith followers to restore the truth that is contained in the hymn book as it is a pillar of their faith. If that doesn’t happen, the world will just accept what is written and remain oblivious to the true message. Messages and sermons that are conveyed to people through the emotions of the interpreter often have a negative impact in relation to a full understanding of the context of the message. That being so, the message Shembe wished to convey to the people shouldn’t have lost anything in the translation of his sermons.

			

			The Hymn Book and The Use of The Bible

			In this book the Bible will be used without quoting the actual verses from Scripture. It will only be used to point out or confirm what is related to the Nazarene-faith stories. Even the Nazarite hymn book will not be quoted from directly. From time to time, the hymn book will be used as a guide in a conversation that affects the predicate that it needs, because this book is based on research, narrated stories and occurrences of the events that are recorded.

			The idea is to provide information that may give insight as to what Shembe did and in whose name he preached. Once that is known, it can be determined whether it is the same one that usually sends prophets out into the world. When there is a mental image, that will be verified through empirical evidence, to determine whether that name was the only one to whom he was praying or whether there were other means by which his prayers were heard and through whom he healed people. This book will examine the depth of his sermons regarding his intentions with the people who repented and converted to follow his teachings. According to history, the messenger sent by God does not preach, perform miracles and then just leave without telling people about the reward for their devotion to God. God’s messenger encourages people to obey the word of God and gives them hope for the reward of their faith.

			It must be understood that Shembe was not the first person to come on earth endowed with immense spiritual power to perform miracles through the guidance of the divine mystery that cannot be seen with physical eyes. This research is done because, in this day and age, people are not the same as they were in the past. They analyse everything more deeply to find out for themselves whether it is believable or not. They have all the resources to access the information they need. Therefore, this book will act as a source of information leading to evidence of the truth. Research of the Nazarite faith should put emphasis on issues related to verified evidence so as to assess the efficacy of prayer and the power of devotion of oneself to God. The research will be of help in comparison to previous studies done, which was more or less reliant only on biblical texts as well as what religious leaders had arranged as a model to be used to propagate the good news of God’s word all over the world.

			

			This study will also look at other religious teachings from around the world and the entire religious history in Africa. It is a fact that the origin of religion is hidden in the divine mysteries, and its depth is always too difficult to be explained in simple terms because everything about religion depends on the spiritual enlightenment as well as firmness in its physical realities, and it can’t be ascertained by scientific inquiry. It is for this reason that one question raises many answers or one answer generates more questions. No one can give one answer that fits all questions. This book is an attempt to persuade believers not to just acquire knowledge but to form a habit of tolerance among their fellow brothers and sisters in faith in every nation. We all express our opinion without having a complete knowledge of eternal life. So, it is futile trying to win through argument. This book can be used as a tool for open discussion in an effort to narrow the gap that causes conflict among different religious members. But it should be noted that all existing facts, past and present, must be brought to the fore so that the whole discussion will be in line with the distance that has already been travelled. More often than not, when people turn to faith, they do so with an understanding that the Bible and sermons preached are not a panacea for all the trouble that concerns them. They know they should have hope along with their commitment to faith and that can only be done through human fellowship.

			

			The Main Purpose

			As has already been mentioned, the main purpose of this book is to focus on what Shembe did and what he preached, and divulge the context of his teaching and the efficacy of his devotion to God. Moreover, the miraculous work he performed may fully explain why his preaching should be accepted as true. This book is not about arguing against those who discredit his teachings and sermons, it is to set forth an understanding of what he was sent to tell people. His testimony about his mission and the power of the One who sent him can’t be dismissed only by word of mouth. It could only be repudiated after thorough research and analysis attesting to what he did, to whom, and under what process of faith. The study must look closely at his speeches, where he explained in detail what he did and his confirmation of the religion he preached to the people. 

			It must be clear that this book has no intention of rejecting biblical texts, or Jesus and all the prophets, in order to enrich Shembe’s teachings, or to make him acceptable and exaggerate his sermons and all the miracles he performed. Since ancient times, the Bible has been the pillar and core of the faith of all people around the world. Shembe also used it by quoting the verses when carrying out his work of preaching to the people. Moreover, Jesus and the prophets are the main pillars in a doctrine that is believed to be of great importance. Shembe would not be a true attestor of the existence of God if he denied the prophets who came before. In that sense, if it sounds like this book is exaggerating about him, it may be due to the event that couldn’t be reduced in impressiveness from the narrator’s point of view. Some of the miracles that people talked about were beyond belief, and the author has no intention of reducing or exaggerating what was said. Judgement of the story may be rendered by the reader according to his discretion on the subject presented in the book. But according to those who told the story, what they saw showed them considerable empirical evidence of the existence of the God of their forefathers, who exists in the eternal world mentioned in the Bible. People understand that the Bible is important to faith, but even more so, people are always anxious to see verifiable, empirical evidence of what they hear or read about. This book presents its view on the Nazarite faith despite the fact that other religious leaders have already expressed their views about Shembe’s sermons and his works. They had long ago distanced themselves from his faith, saying his works are a wound on the body of faith. Such a statement can’t be just dismissed or opposed by ideas that are not readily available through verified information pertaining to the Nazarite faith. If it is possible to do so, it is imperative to unwrap the stance upon which the Nazarene faith is grounded. But the study should be satisfactory and not confined to the references that tend toward exaggerating what he did, or purposely distort God’s message preached by all his messengers throughout the entire history, in order to purport Shembe’s teachings and what he did in the name of God.

			

			The Sources of The Written Stories

			There is no hearsay in this book, everything written in it is factual, and there is circumstantial proof of the names of the individuals who testify to the evidence. The only part to be looked at carefully is whether Shembe was conducting his works with a sincere faith, so that those who still believe he was using evil spirits and magic to lure people may reevaluate their understanding of him, or determine if there is any need to pursue more facts about him. The story will clearly state how things happened through faith and his prayers, because people who are not believers are also yearning for knowledge. These people are looking for concrete evidence, not just inferences and stories that happened to strangers or unidentified individuals. Some of these people ask out loud, saying, “Where is this God who is written about in the so-called Holy Books? He must show His presence. Leave the Bible alone; let him manifest Himself to us through His works. If He hides Himself from us, the very same people He made, to whom would He manifest Himself?” Therefore, their thoughts and opinions should not be put aside when it comes to issues that affect the way of life of all people. Faith belongs to all the people, not only to the select few. For that reason, information pertaining to religious matters must reach everyone.
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			Religious Trials and Conflicts of Opinions

			History tells us that religious conflict is an unavoidable phenomenon. It’s an old argument, which has a history of its origin dating back many years. When one talks about religion there is much to look at. Here is an example of what this book ascribes: when Pharaoh asked for proof from Moses, he took his staff and threw it on the ground and the staff turned into a snake. Then Pharaoh called his magicians, and they also threw their staffs on the ground, and their staffs turned into snakes. Just imagine, how much intelligence was needed in that situation to know the difference between all those snakes and to know which was God’s and which was not. In such a situation a person feels trapped in the middle where more intelligence than usual is needed to solve profound, eternal mysteries. Moses proclaimed the message that he had heard from God and proved its veracity by what he did which helped the people to whom he was sent to free, to trust that he was not leading them into a situation of shame and suffering. God wouldn’t have sent him and then deprived him of the wisdom to articulate what he was to tell Pharaoh and the people of Israel. This tells us that miracles and messages can be from God, but, at the same time, may cause confusion among the people. It may also cause people to resort to self-analysis which would not exactly match what God intended. An example is the above-mentioned miracle that Moses performed and the message he gave them of what he was sent to do, and yet Pharaoh and the people of Egypt continued to call him a powerful snake witch. It was a far away from what God intended to make known through the message Moses gave to them.

			

			Jesus performed miracles and preached about many good things. He also told the people that if they wanted to understand more about God, He was a clear demonstration of God’s presence among them. But many people turned against Him and said He was a Samaritan and He performed miracles through the power of Beelzebub, or the devil. They had no idea that what he was doing and preaching was through divine power and the message was from God Himself.

			In the same way, the people said Shembe performed miracles using magic that lured people through evil spirits and his sermons and miracles were a sore on the body of the true faith.

			The Apostle Paul was bitten by a snake; he felt no pain and the snake poison did not kill him and so they said he was a god. But that was not exactly what God wanted them to believe. One could say he was lucky that the word of God and the message he had for the people was clear to them, but to be called a “god” was way out from what God had intended with the miracle.

			These interpretations always crop up in the pandemonium caused by people’s inability to explicate the origin of what they see. The people of God mentioned in this book defended themselves with righteous works and clear sermons about what they stood for in their teaching. They also emphatically expressed themselves about where and from what they emanated, and that the heart and core in the essence of what could be seen with the physical eyes was from the existence of God.

			The purpose of this book is that no matter how great the conflict of opinion, the word of God that Shembe preached must bring forth the true sense of what he stood for to those who have a burning desire to know more about the Nazarite religion. Nothing should be lost in translation or oppressed by controversies that have the power to suppress the truth. This study and analysis of Shembe’s work must be done mainly because he is an African. Moreover, it is not expected of this continent to produce a prophet who can confirm the existence of God through the spiritual power of His word, and who also prophesied about what was yet to come and happened exactly as he had prophesied. This only happened with the ancient prophets in the land of Israel and other places.

			

			Shembe’s works and sermons should be confirmed by the details of a pragmatic study of the sacred texts pertaining to his faith, so that no one may think his marvellous, miraculous work is dismissed through the connotations of him being an African, or simply because he belongs to the nation that is known to have never had an impact on religion without just accepting, without question, what has been unwrapped and presented. 

			The phenomenon of the Nazarite faith is a challenging issue for religious leaders in Africa because it puts them on the point of re-evaluating the system in which religion was presented to African nations. All along Africans have been interpreting the sacred texts in the way those who brought them the Holy Scriptures have wanted, whereas they are the ones who hold the evidence of the old religious texts. They are now cordially persuaded to reorganise themselves and see if it is still advantageous for them to hold onto the notion that their devotion to God and commitment to faith should be viewed as a pagan work that has been transformed into a holy work of faith, and it should be rejected or nullified as unholy.

			Although it is understandable that the Scriptures are a gateway to expose false prophets and enlighten believers about the true prophets of God, even so, if the Scriptures stand alone, the sermons and wonderful, righteous works that come from devotion to faith are not there, and that eliminates the hope in the context that embraces the hidden power of the true faith. Many times, the Scriptures are used to filter the prophets and separate the true from the false, but instead of the Scriptures sparing the lives of the true prophets, people usually feel encouraged by the Scriptures to attack the messengers of God with abusive words and deadly weapons. When they do this, they believe that they should retain the spirit of no surrender in defending God’s word and His name. Most of the time they realise after a long time that the person they refused to accept was indeed God’s messenger. 

			Saul, who was later called Apostle Paul, now known as Saint Paul, was a great scholar and he spoke Greek and Hebrew. He was a descendant of the Jewish tribe of Asia Minor and grew up in Tarsus. The area of Anatolia was inhabited by the tribe of Jews who were rigid in keeping the law of Moses at that time. He was committed to the religion of his forefathers and strongly adhered to the law of Moses under the leadership of the Pharisees. He was a wise man, a scholar of law and religion. After a great argument between him and the followers of Jesus about the Scriptures, he was filled with anger in his heart.

			

			Even with his knowledge of the Law and his wisdom in analysing the Holy Scriptures, he did not see his error in dismissing Jesus and his teachings. He decided to take up arms and cooperated with those who were conspiring to kill Jesus’ followers to stop them from following and spreading the teaching of Jesus. He saw it as the right thing to do to protect his forefathers’ religion by eliminating Jesus’ followers. Paul was unapologetically the angry enemy of those he had never met. He only met the followers of Jesus about four to seven years after Jesus had been resurrected and returned to heaven. 

			Paul only began to fully understand the nature of his mission after he had killed many innocent followers of Jesus. He was converted after he heard the voice of Jesus and was temporarily blinded. Paul would have continued to kill the followers of Jesus if that miracle hadn’t happened and brought him to repentance. His stubbornness was overcome by the miracle that came with a voice from the divine mystery that could not be seen with physical eyes. With that divine occurrence, Paul changed from being a killer of the believers to becoming a believer himself. He based his faith on Scripture and used those same Scriptures as a basis for all his testimonies.

			This clearly indicates that Paul’s faith didn’t originate from a love and devotion to the teachings of Jesus or by following what was written in the Holy Scriptures to strengthen his faith, but he believed the miracle and the voice that came from a hidden mystery. That’s how his devotion to faith made him a martyr. He was martyred for the faith that was created through the miracle, not by love or by studying the Scriptures. Paul was transformed by the voice and the miracle that revealed Jesus to him, not by his understanding of the Law of Moses. In many cases scriptural intelligence is important, but that does not mean other ways in which God reveals His greatness and His existence should not be explored. The story of Paul is being emphasised repeatedly because it is two-fold. The first side was that of being an enemy of the religion of Jesus and failing to use Scripture and his wisdom to identify God’s messenger. The second side was becoming a great evangelist whom God used to spread Christianity throughout the known world. The lesson to be learnt is that miracles are powerful tools used by God to accomplish something.

			

			Religious leaders in Africa have the task of combining the religion with all the marvellous works done through faith to coordinate the overall belief system. There is still a deep-seated ill feeling against each other through the sectarian divisions of their different congregations. Even if the miracles happen through faith, it is equally crucial for them to be viewed with profound spiritual wisdom, because a misleading factor may be the interpretation of the miracles in the wrong way and that would impede the truth of faith in God’s word. One must be careful not to misidentify evil deeds that have dissimulated the divine power. But that does not mean miracles should be rejected in their totality, as happened with Moses, Jesus and Shembe. Because in the miracles arises the power that humbles the wisdom that strives through the Holy Scriptures to disapprove those who are sent by God.

			

			[image: ]

			Who is God and How is He Known?

			The yearning desire for many people these days is to hear an answer to the question, “Who is God?” This is the single most commonly asked question at this time. This question has become a cosmological point of debate and argument. Believers should not ignore the seriousness of this question because it is they who are obliged to express an opinion about their belief in the existence of God. It seems like church-going people are now facing a very challenging situation. It is no longer the same as in the past, when the faith of our ancestors was certified merely by the miracles performed in the name of God. In the days of our ancestors, that question was taboo. His name was declared sacred, and His anonymity made His name holy. Since those days and until now, no one has had an adequate answer to that question.

			We know that in this world there are mysteries that are too complicated to be understood and complexities there are intricate that put them far beyond our natural intelligence. The mysteries are much broader and deeper than the answers provided by scientists and experts. The empirical research about the evidence of the existence of God is too complicated to be verified and understood by using common knowledge. God is the most central part of the profound complexity of the infinity of the universe. As human beings, we are not naturally endowed with the wisdom to analyse His existence and to see Him with our physical eyes or even confirm His existence through scientific verification. No one can simplify the complexity of His greatness in a way that is easy to explain the reality of His existence. Mankind is endowed with a brain that can analyse and ascertain many aspects thoroughly and in a very profound way, but there is a Supernatural Power that is often perceived as the greatest entity in existence that cannot be described in simple terms. This Divine Supernatural Power is known to be the foundation of life. It is the One who holds the title “Jehovah”. He is the only One called God the Almighty. All His messengers are chosen and sent to this planet Earth by His will alone. Their missions are planned by Him for a purpose known only to Him. 

			

			Buddhism says: “There is a Structure of Creation, which is an immeasurably high Creation.” According to historical documents and what is also written in the holy books, the understanding of the One who is called by this name was first known through Melchizedek, the high priest of God and the king of Salem, and Abraham, the son of Tera. After that, many prophets were sent in His name. Since ancient times, many thousands of years ago, Jehovah’s name has been the source of power to perform great and amazing miracles. Since ancient times, His name has always been associated with the profound wisdom detailed in the doctrine that controls human life on earth. Since time immemorial, miracles have happened in Jehovah’s name. Everything that happens through His name is a symbol of the hidden mystery of His divine power. According to the study of the fundamental natural phenomenon, Jehovah is the One who has authoritative control over world affairs and regulates the behaviour of all human beings. 

			Again, as stated right here in the preface of this book, Jehovah’s name in the World Translation of the Holy Scriptures appears ± 7,216 times. In Judaism, this name is one of the names of God. In the Hebrew Original Scrolls this name appears 7,000 times. In the Bible, Jehovah’s name appears more than 6,800 times. In the book written by Shembe of the Nazarite religion, this name appears 150 times, excluding the other names used by Shembe for God. Shembe uses the name Jehovah more than any other name for God. In Ethiopian Orthodox books this name appears 50 times.

			As mentioned earlier, over the centuries many people have sought to confirm the existence of the One who is called by this name and they have not been successful. Even though the signs of His existence are visible and are revealed by His great power in controlling all living things on the face of the earth. As they say in Islam: “Allah Akbar, he is a protector. He is an almighty. In isiNtu: “Mwari ane mavambo nemagumo asingazivikanwe,” “He is uMvelinqangi with an unknown beginning and end.” All this shows the complexity in understanding the mystery of who God is.

			

			There is a way to analyse and undo the complexities of many things from the embryonic stage to their final form, but the issue of God does not even have the terminology to explicate his existence. For that reason, if Shembe and others perform miracles in Jehovah’s name, we shouldn’t be misled into thinking something else has given them the power to perform those miracles. Shembe’s hymn book has over 190 pages and the name of Jehovah appears more than 150 times. Jehovah’s name is the one mentioned most often in his book. In the original Greek of the New Testament the name “Jehovah” does not appear in that form in a single sentence, but the clarity of these books about God is acceptable to everyone. It is understood that the Nazarite faith preached by Shembe adheres to the name of Jehovah and His laws as he explained in his book. If Shembe preached using another name for God that was unknown, his preaching would be questionable. Had he used other scriptures besides the Bible, people would be suspicious of his teachings. 

			Shembe wrote these words in his book: “Praise Jehovah, oh generation upon generations, and observe his laws which Jehovah wrote through his servant, Moses, so that your worship may be acceptable to the Lord of hosts.” In his book, in the Sabbath Prayer, he wrote these words: “Great congregation of the Creator of heaven and earth, we have now entered into the rite of paying respect to the great day that was honoured by our Father, the Creator of heaven and earth. Praise the One, the Honourable One.” In his book he wrote these words for the evening prayer: “In your prayers, attentively open up your heart, do not just pray verbally without knowing what you are saying, and without knowing who you are talking to. Pray in the fear of Jehovah, your God.” 

			The question that arises is that if there was anything that Shembe was hiding besides Jehovah’s name, where was it hidden? If there was evidence of another secret, it should have been revealed by the research that has been done rather than just speculation and stories from unknown sources. The Swedish theologian was a scholar with an extensive knowledge of all religious social groups that formed part of certain sectors of faith and concepts that people believed in. During his research, he went to meet AWG Champion, who was nicknamed Mahlathamnyama (dark forests). Mr Champion was a trade unionist, a writer and an intellectual. The theologian asked Mr Champion about Shembe. Mr Champion replied by saying he knew Shembe as a person who brought God to the Africans, the God whose name is the Jehovah of the Sabbath, who performs great miracles, unlike the God that exists only on paper, who is the Sunday God. He did not find anything else that Shembe had hidden from anyone.

			

			He went to eKuphakameni and asked JG Shembe, the son of Isaiah Shembe if he really believed that Shembe was God. JG Shembe responded by saying that Shembe was not God, but he was like a holy vessel or he could be described as dust in the hands God. He asked this question because he had heard from other leaders that Shembe was a usurper, meaning that Shembe empowered himself as a saviour and wanted to be accepted illegally as God’s representative on earth.

			Some people wrote about him in the newspaper saying even though he performed amazing miracles and he was also seen washing the feet of old men wearing head-rings on their heads, known as isicoco in isiZulu, which is something that is in line with what is written in the Bible, they can’t dramatise his story as a religious force that does not raise questions. Making him a pious man is far from what they think of him. His holiness is problematic and incomprehensible.

			The research on Shembe’s religion required great caution and prior comprehension of the process that is compatible with people’s beliefs according to their tradition, especially the conformity of their tradition to the Holy Scriptures. People had different opinions about many things that were happening in front of their eyes. When they talked about these things, they believed that others would understand the magnitude of their experiences or even that their experiences were common in other countries as well. There were those who saw Shembe as a person who had deviated from Christian norms and introduced his unique teaching associated with African cultural and social way of life. Some described him as a false prophet who pretended to be an angel of light. They did everything they could to distance themselves from him and his works, and also dismissed his sermons. There were even attempts to smear him with all sorts of falsehoods to put his name in a bad light so that people would stay away from him.

			

			Then there were those who believed in his healing power, but they obliviously did not understand the origin of his power. And there were those who had a deep knowledge of his works and his sermons. To them, the miracles performed by Shembe were fortuitous for the people of Africa so that God would not be seen as a useless idol known only through the Holy Scriptures. People had heard about the miracles that God had performed in ancient times, but there was nothing to prove his existence. They embraced religion in the land of their forefathers without any evidence of God’s existence, although it benefitted them to accept the doctrine on the existence of God. However, God had to manifest Himself through His great work and miracles so that their faith would not be weakened. 

			In the midst of that, Shembe’s religious ideas had to be unearthed with their origin and teachings. All the fluff in the ears of the people had to be removed to get to the heart and core of the truth of what he was preaching. The research on him had to look more closely at his faith and his teachings; the wisdom of presenting the message in the context of what he was preaching. The fundamental issue was how he personally described himself and who he thought he was. And to whom he prayed. The study and analysis should not seek the trust and respect of the church officials or attempt to pamper those who were suspicious of his work without sufficient reason. Nor should his work be exaggerated without evidence. In other words, all research should be done from an entirely unbiased point of view. Only that would achieve the true results of the research. Some prominent political leader described Shembe by saying that without exaggerating his amazing work of faith, they have never seen a person like him among Black people. Moreover, what makes him unique and so unusual, besides the miracles he performs, is he has the power of influence that enables him to control a quite large number of people. And I the have never seen the respect bestowed on him in anyone.” The above statement of this leader clearly indicates that Shembe’s story was known by many people of all races in the country. Even though some of them distanced themselves from him, they were able to give credible evidence of his great work. 

			

			Shembe also made it clear that he had not only come to the Black people. There is a song in his hymn book containing verses written by a White woman who went to Shembe to seek help for her daughter who was having trouble reaching puberty; she had not begun her monthly cycle. The woman was from overseas and she informed him that her child’s problem had puzzled the conventional doctors. Shembe called other girls in eKuphameni to dance with the White girl. And when they finished dancing, he told the girl’s mother to leave; the girl was fine. The woman had been upset because she didn’t understand why her daughter couldn’t have a small miracle like that. The next day she heard her daughter crying in the toilet. When she went to check, she found that her daughter had begun her cycles. 

			

			[image: ]

			Born in Africa

			Shembe was born among the Bantu people of the abaNguni tribe. In Central and North Africa, this tribe is called Angoni, Ogoni, Akoni or Andoni and means, “people who do not sin”. He was born among the Zulu people. “Zulu” means “heavenly people”. In his preaching, Shembe did not highlight his nationality; he put Jehovah’s word first. He only mentioned the
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