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Book Description

Annihilation of Caste Revisited: A Sociological Commentary for the 21st Century. Understanding Ambedkar, Caste, Democracy, and Social Justice in Contemporary India

More than eight decades after B. R. Ambedkar delivered his historic critique of the caste system in Annihilation of Caste (1936), the question he raised remains one of the most urgent challenges in modern India: can caste truly be dismantled? This book revisits Ambedkar’s radical intellectual legacy and examines the enduring structures of caste in contemporary society.

Combining classical sociological theory with contemporary scholarship, the book situates caste within broader debates in Sociology, Political Science, and Economic Sociology. It explores how caste operates not merely as a cultural tradition but as a complex system of social stratification that shapes access to education, political power, and economic opportunity. Drawing on the insights of thinkers such as Max Weber, Pierre Bourdieu, Erik Olin Wright, and Kimberlé Crenshaw, the book analyzes caste as a system of graded inequality that intersects with class, gender, and modern institutions.

The work moves beyond historical analysis to examine the contemporary transformations of caste in the twenty-first century. It investigates the relationship between caste and economic liberalization, questioning whether capitalism weakens traditional hierarchies or reproduces them through new forms of inequality. It also analyzes the political controversy surrounding the caste census, exploring the tension between recognizing social inequalities and transcending caste identities.

A major focus of the book is the emergence of new caste politics in the digital age. Social media platforms have become arenas for both anti-caste activism and the resurgence of caste identities, creating new spaces where historical hierarchies are contested and renegotiated. The book examines how digital communication, political mobilization, and changing social networks are reshaping the dynamics of caste in contemporary India.

Throughout the study, Ambedkar’s vision of a society based on liberty, equality, and fraternity serves as the guiding framework. While legal reforms and affirmative action have altered many aspects of Indian society, the persistence of caste in marriage patterns, economic networks, and everyday social life demonstrates the resilience of this system. The final chapters therefore confront the central question: is the annihilation of caste still possible today?

Bringing together historical insight, sociological theory, and contemporary analysis, this book offers a comprehensive examination of caste in modern India. It is intended for scholars, students, and readers interested in social justice, democratic transformation, and the continuing relevance of Ambedkar’s thought.

Ultimately, the book argues that the annihilation of caste remains both an intellectual project and a moral imperative—one that requires not only legal reform but also a profound transformation of social consciousness and institutional structures.
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PREFACE

The journey of writing this book has been both intellectually demanding and deeply meaningful. The question of caste has occupied a central place in the social, political, and moral debates of modern India. Although the ideals of equality and human dignity are widely acknowledged in contemporary democratic societies, the persistence of caste-based hierarchies reminds us that historical structures of inequality continue to shape social realities. Understanding the origins, evolution, and continuing relevance of caste is therefore essential for any serious engagement with the question of social justice in India.

This book seeks to examine caste not merely as a traditional social institution but as a complex and enduring system of stratification embedded within cultural practices, religious ideas, and economic structures. Drawing inspiration from the critical insights of B. R. Ambedkar, particularly his landmark work Annihilation of Caste, the present study attempts to explore the sociological foundations of caste and the challenges involved in dismantling it. Ambedkar’s analysis continues to provide one of the most powerful frameworks for understanding how hierarchical systems of social organization persist and how they might be transformed.

The chapters in this book explore the historical development of caste, its ideological foundations, and the mechanisms through which it has been reproduced across generations. At the same time, the book examines contemporary transformations in Indian society—including constitutional democracy, economic liberalization, political mobilization, and digital communication—and analyzes how these developments have reshaped the dynamics of caste in the twenty-first century.

An important objective of this work is to bring together classical sociological theory and contemporary debates about social inequality. By engaging with broader theoretical perspectives, the book situates the study of caste within global discussions about stratification, power, and social change. In doing so, it aims to offer readers a deeper understanding of how caste operates not only as a cultural identity but also as a structural system that influences access to resources, opportunities, and recognition.

This study also reflects an attempt to connect historical critique with contemporary realities. While the constitutional framework of India has established important safeguards against discrimination, the persistence of caste in everyday social practices—particularly in areas such as marriage, economic networks, and political mobilization—demonstrates that the struggle for equality remains unfinished. The annihilation of caste therefore cannot be understood as a completed achievement but rather as an ongoing process of social transformation.

It is hoped that this book will contribute to a broader conversation about equality, democracy, and social justice. By examining both the resilience of caste and the movements that challenge it, the work seeks to illuminate the possibilities for building a society grounded in the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Ultimately, the purpose of this book is not only to analyze the persistence of caste but also to encourage critical reflection on the pathways through which more inclusive and humane social relations may emerge.

Dr. Surender Kumar
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