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How to Use a Prompt Book (If This Is Your First Time)

Every picture in this collection is a crime scene.
Not the kind with chalk outlines and flashing sirens. The other kind. The quiet kind. The kind where something happened five minutes ago… or twenty years ago… and nobody’s talking.
A woman in a velvet dress standing beneath a streetlamp. A detective with tired eyes and a revolver he hopes he won’t need. A briefcase handcuffed to a wrist. A train platform swallowed in fog. What happened here? 
That’s your job. You look at the image. You feel the tension. The unanswered question. The whisper behind the smile. And then you do the only thing a writer can do. You make it up. Write it down. Just like that, you’ve got a story.
Maybe it’s a back-alley confession. Maybe it’s a double cross wrapped in perfume and gun smoke. Maybe it’s a city run by crooked officials and one stubborn private eye who won’t quit. You decide. You always decide.
Start by asking what isn’t shown. Who’s just out of frame? Who’s lying? Who’s about to? Who won’t survive the night? Are all these scenes connected? Same city? Same detective? Same war simmering beneath neon lights?
Maybe. Or maybe they’re separate cases pulled from a dusty filing cabinet marked UNSOLVED. That’s the beauty of it. This is your jurisdiction.
Why does this matter? Because somewhere along the way, most of us stopped inventing things. When we were kids, we could turn shadows into monsters and sidewalks into battlefields. We filled in the blanks without asking permission. Then the world told us to color inside the lines. To stop making things up. To stick to the facts.
Here’s the truth: Fiction isn’t lying. It’s training. It’s mental shadowboxing. It’s creative marksmanship. It’s learning to see what isn’t immediately obvious.
Reading lets you walk through someone else’s city. Writing lets you build your own. And building something from nothing — even a crooked detective with a bad habit and a worse past — exercises parts of your mind that scrolling never will. So put the phone down. Pick up the pen. Step into the fog.
You don’t have to show anyone what you write. Plenty of writers hide behind pen names. Some of the toughest pulp authors in history did. The trench coat is optional.

      [image: image-placeholder]About the captions beneath the pictures: They’re leads. Not orders. 
If they help, use them. If they don’t, ignore them. Around here, the rules are more like guidelines — and even those can be bent when the story demands it.

      [image: image-placeholder]I wasn’t always a reader. 
In grade school, I lagged behind. Recess was my priority. I had plans for a dazzling future in professional dodgeball. Books about obedient dogs running through yards didn’t hold my attention.
But then I found the pulps.
Fast, sharp, dangerous stories. Detectives. Spies. Femme fatales. High stakes and higher tension. Those dog-eared paperbacks did what nothing else could — they made me want to read.
Later, they made me want to write.
This book is a tribute to that era — to smoke-stained pages, to bold cover art, to stories that didn’t waste time getting to the good part. It’s an invitation for you to step into that tradition.
To create your own private eyes. Your own dangerous dames. Your own cities that never sleep.
Because being an author is as thrilling as you decide to make it. And somewhere in these pages, beneath the smoke and the streetlights, your next story is already waiting.






  
  Breakfast
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Start your dad with a bang! Is this a normal breakfast for the main character of your story? 
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  The crushing rush
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Where are they going in such a hurry? 
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  The lady and the ladder
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What was this woman doing on the roof? 


[image: image-placeholder]







  
  Late nights
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How long has he been in the office searching for answers, and what is he looking for? 
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  Discrete discussions
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Seems like they are having quite a conversation. What are they talking about? 
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  Listening in
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What has this lady just overheard or noticed out of the corner of her eye? 
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