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INTRODUCTION

Here, in 100 photographs, is London as seen by The Times. The city comes across in these pictures not as a formal series of views but as a vibrant, energetic, ever-changing community. This collection celebrates a century in the life of the capital through the lens of a great newspaper.

This would not be a book of London photographs without its familiar landmarks – Big Ben, Battersea Power Station, Wembley Stadium, Piccadilly Circus – but here we see them in an unfamiliar light and from unusual perspectives. These views are not clichéd picture postcards but thoughtful and expressive works of art in their own right.

There are royal occasions in the collection, as you’d expect of the nation’s capital. The very first photograph, taken from a vantage point over Piccadilly, shows in panoramic detail the state funeral of Edward VII in 1909. This stands in sharp contrast to an intimate picture of an apprehensive-looking Princess Elizabeth, taken 30 years later, travelling in a third class smoking carriage on the Underground. We also have photos that mark the engagement and later the funeral of Princess Diana. These focus not on familiar images of the main protagonists, but on the ordinary people who felt themselves to be part of her story.

There are famous figures here – sporting champions, Hollywood stars, music legends – but in these photos we see them outside their usual context, as visitors blending into the life and landscape of the city. Then there are the workers who keep the capital going day and night, the cleaners who sweep the Tube tunnels after the last train has gone, the market porters at Smithfield and Billingsgate, a civil defence team having a tea break during the Blitz, commuters en route to City offices, a policeman directing traffic in the smog.

There are images of conflict, demonstrations, protests, rioting and war damage. There is also celebration, ebullient Londoners taking to the streets to party their way through a jubilee or an armistice, and there are the simple pleasures of time off, sunbathing by the Serpentine, swimming in the river or skating in the park. Sporting events play their part in the selection, from street cricket in the ruins of the Blitz, a world champion boxing crowd, and Wimbledon in the rain. Fashion models show off London style, while construction projects reflect the industry, ambition and enterprise that make a city buzz.

The Times might once have seemed an unlikely source for a book like this. The newspaper was a good deal slower than some of its rivals to accept that news stories might gain something by being illustrated. If anyone had suggested to its doggedly traditional readers at the beginning of the 20th century that a picture might be worth a thousand words, they would very probably have responded that they were happy with the thousand words, thank you just the same.

All that would change when the owner of The Times, Lord Northcliffe, decided to revamp the paper when he bought it in 1908. Northcliffe had previously launched the Daily Mirror, a newspaper almost entirely devoted to photographs, and had seen its circulation rise dramatically. Readers of The Times would be a harder nut to crack, but Northcliffe was not to be deterred. He made an inspired appointment to oversee the introduction of photographs. Ulric Van den Bogaerde had joined The Times as an artist, drawing illustrations for the paper, in 1912. On the outbreak of war in 1914 he became a photographer and in 1919 was appointed art editor. In 1922, on Northcliffe’s orders, he introduced a full daily page of pictures. (The previous year his first child, who became the film star Dirk Bogarde, had been born).

The first picture page appeared on March 2, 1922. It contained 18 photographs, eight of which featured the wedding of Princess Mary, daughter of George V, and three the Prince of Wales’s visit to India. There was also a rugby match in France, and the unveiling of a war memorial. There would soon be anything from 25 to 30 or more pictures on the page, and almost as many different subjects, from diplomatic summits to society weddings, flower shows and archaeological finds. Despite the mistrust of the naysayers, the world did not end, and photography was swiftly recognised as an essential part of the paper.

Bogaerde was a pioneer in more ways than one. Experiments with infra-red plates and filters meant that extraordinarily clear and detailed pictures could be taken from a great distance. He developed lenses that allowed pictures to be taken in low light without flashlights, revolutionising the photography of drama, ballet and opera. Photographers, some of whom had learnt their craft in reconnaissance flights over German lines in the First World War, were sent up in precarious biplanes to capture aerial views. He even tried, not entirely successfully, to take pictures underwater.

Northcliffe’s drive and Bogaerde’s innovations transformed newspaper photography. In this collection, we see how it evolved from static pictures taken in broad daylight by cameras mounted on tripods to something far more impressionistic, informal and spontaneous. Several of the photographers whose work appears in this collection were themselves legendary figures – Bill Warhurst, a pipe-smoking adventurer who captured the excavation of Tutankhamun’s tomb in the Valley of the Kings, and went on to cover Field Marshal Montgomery’s advance to the Rhine. His son, also Bill, later became a Times photographer himself. Cathal O’Gorman, who photographed the VE Day celebrations in London was a specialist in aerial photography and spent the Second World War with the RAF. Stanley Kessel worked for The Times from 1924 to 1939, when he left to become an official war photographer. He was killed by a bomb in 1940. These and many more contributed their unique skill and imagination to this record of London. Tribute must also be paid to the team of archivists who have performed miracles of restoration with glass plate negatives and fragile negatives.

Finally, there is one thread that runs all the way through this book, and that is the weather. Is any capital city so affected by the intemperate whims of its “temperate” climate? As seen in these pages, Londoners endure smog, snow, drought and downpour, heatwave and hazy drizzle. Undeterred, they carry on. London can take it – and sometimes, it seems from these pictures, its doughty inhabitants even enjoy it.

We hope that you will enjoy this portrait of a great city.






THE FUNERAL OF EDWARD VII

May 20, 1910

After only nine years on the throne, Edward VII died on May 6, 1910. Four hundred thousand people passed through Westminster Hall where his body lay in state and four or five million turned out to watch as nine kings and innumerable lesser European royals accompanied his coffin through streets festooned with garlands and flags. Our photographer captured the scene in Piccadilly, where huge crowds had camped overnight. Just visible in the procession behind the King’s riderless horse is his favourite dog, a white terrier called Caesar.

[image: Piccadilly, London, where huge crowds had camped overnight. Just visible in the procession behind the King’s riderless horse is his favourite dog, a white terrier called Caesar.]






VOTES FOR WOMEN

November 18, 1910

In November 1910 the Women’s Social and Political Union, led by Emmeline Pankhurst, held a series of protest marches against Prime Minister Herbert Asquith’s decision to suppress a bill allowing some women the right to vote. On November 18, known as Black Friday, at least 100 women were arrested and many assaulted, either by the police or male onlookers. This photograph is believed to show the arrest of Ethel Ayres Purdie, the first woman chartered accountant in the UK, who advised suffragist organisations and spoke at their meetings.

[image: A lady protester being escorted by policemen in early 20th century attire, surrounded by a crowd of men on a tree-lined path.]






CALL TO ARMS

August 4, 1914

On the declaration of war against Germany on August 4, 1914, crowds of spectators gather in Whitehall to watch ministers coming and going from Downing Street, while queues of volunteers can be seen stretching along the pavement outside the War Office and round the corner to the Central London Recruiting Office in Great Scotland Yard. The office had to stay open overnight to cope with the numbers, an official of the department remarking, “This is the first day of the war fever.”

[image: Crowd of spectators gathered in Whitehalll , in London. People are dressed in early 20th-century attire. Nelson’s column can be seen in the background.]
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