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For Lexie and Jake, and their bright futures






About Deborah Harkness

[image: Photograph of Deborah Harkness by Austin Sandhaus Photography.]
Deborah Harkness is the number one Sunday Times bestselling author of A Discovery of Witches, Shadow of Night, The Book of Life, Time’s Convert and The World of All Souls – the ultimate companion guide to the extraordinary imagination of Deborah Harkness. The World of All Souls is co-authored with Claire Baldwin, Lisa Halttunen and Jill Hough. A history professor at the University of Southern California, Harkness has received Fulbright, Guggenheim, and National Humanities Center fellowships.

To find out more, follow Deborah Harkness on [image: Twitter logo] @DebHarkness, [image: Instagram logo] @debharkness and [image: Facebook logo] /AuthorDeborahHarkness or go to her website at www.deborahharkness.com






Discover the magic of the All Souls series

‘We literally fell head over stilettos in love with volume one . . . it even kick-started the Glamour.com book club because of our enthusiasm! If you loved Twilight but need to sink your teeth into a much more meaty, intelligent and feisty story – with an addictive love thread to boot – then read A Discovery of Witches quick’ Glamour


‘Gripping and impossible to put down, this is Twilight for grown ups – a wonderful read!’ Katie Fforde

‘Romantic, erudite, and suspenseful’ O, The Oprah Magazine

‘A strange and wonderful novel of forbidden love and ancient spells that turns every preconception about magic on its head . . . One of the most exciting novels I’ve read in years, not to mention the best witch/vampire alliance in existence. I fell in love with it from the very first page’ Danielle Trussoni, author of Angelology

‘This might just be a Twilight for the tweedy set’ Entertainment Weekly

‘A spellbinding saga . . . unputdownable’ Woman & Home

‘A vast, sexy, historical romp of a novel. There’s no doubting Harkness’s vivid imagination’ Daily Mirror

‘The perfect summer read’ Prima

‘Deborah Harkness is a creative genius. She has taken a genre that is saturated with vampires, witches and daemons and has created something unique, with its own rich history and mythology that draws you into her world with captivating storytelling . . . 10 out of 10 stars!’ www.wordsandpieces.co.uk

‘The lead-up to, and the ending itself is superb and I had a tear in my eye several times. Is this a grown-up Harry Potter-esque book, I wonder. All-in-all, a creative tour de force’ www.thebookbag.co.uk

‘Simply stunning. Blending fact and fiction, history and present, delicate courtship and tempestuous tantrums . . . fastens onto your heart and feeds your mind. In other words: probably perfection’ www.thetruthaboutbooks.com

‘I was gripped from the first page and didn’t put it down . . . Full of references, historical and literary, and arcane knowledge about the world of being with special powers, A Discovery of Witches has been a marvellously entertaining read’ www.cornflowerbooks.co.uk

‘Words could not possibly briefly summarize the central and minor conflicts weaving their way through the mysteries replete in these mesmerizing pages. A page-turner for sure, and amazingly crafted!’ Historical Novel Society

‘A romp through magical academia’ Guardian




About the Book

A world of witches, daemons and vampires.

A manuscript which holds the secrets of their past and the key to their future.

Diana and Matthew – the forbidden love at the heart of it.

[image: Cover image of A Discovery of Witches.]
When historian Diana Bishop opens an alchemical manuscript in the Bodleian Library, it’s an unwelcome intrusion of magic into her carefully ordered life. Though Diana is a witch of impeccable lineage, the violent death of her parents while she was still a child convinced her that human fear is more potent than any witchcraft. Now Diana has unwittingly exposed herself to a world she’s kept at bay for years; one of powerful witches, creative, destructive daemons and long-lived vampires.

Sensing the significance of Diana’s discovery, the creatures gather in Oxford, among them the enigmatic Matthew Clairmont, a vampire geneticist.

Diana is inexplicably drawn to Matthew and, in a shadowy world of half-truths and old enmities, ties herself to him without fully understanding the ancient line they are crossing. As they begin to unlock the secrets of the manuscript and their feelings for each other deepen, so the fragile balance of peace unravels . . .






It begins with absence and desire. 
It begins with blood and fear. 
It begins with a discovery of witches.
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