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“Your brand. It’s what you make of it. It’s what people say about your company. About you. It’s worth everything.”

As the drama with Logan's ex-wife comes to a head, he faces a decision unlike any other. Either stick to the steadfast rules his father taught him growing up, or abandon his foundation. 

For Logan, it's a game of push-and-shove. Give and take. All or nothing. But for Mia, the stakes are higher. Her reputation is on the line. The fate of her business rests in her ability to dig Logan and his company out of the red. 

Can she and Logan keep it professional long enough to save themselves? Or will their fiery passion be their demise as Logan's ex-wife drags them through the mud? Is it possible that Logan's ex-wife isn't the issue after all?

It all hinges on Logan's choice and Mia's breaking heart.
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Thank freakin’ goodness my office had some serious length to it. I paced up and down the floor, eyeing the clock on the wall as I clasped my hands behind my back. Mia had been missing in action ever since our night of passion, when we’d indulged in one another and enjoyed each other’s company. I didn’t understand it. I didn’t know why she had dropped off the radar. Things had gone so well that night, and I’d thought for sure she’d want to spend Sunday together.

But when I called her that morning, she never picked up.

I raked my hand through my hair. Our night of lovemaking blew my blessed mind away. I’d never experienced that type of passion and beauty with someone. Anyone. Especially a woman. I called her and called her all morning Sunday, hoping she’d pick up. At first, I figured she needed space. After her expressing the want to take things slower, I figured maybe she didn’t want to spend the next day together.

But when my phone calls went generally unanswered all throughout yesterday, I grew worried.

I left her a couple of messages outlining the day I had planned. Lunch at this nice restaurant in the park. A nice snowy outing, watching children pummel one another with snowballs. Hot coffee in the bakery down the block from Central Park before coming back to my place for another home-cooked dinner. I was patient. I waited around, expecting a call or a text. Maybe even for her to show up unannounced after taking the space she needed to digest things.

Now, I was worried. I hadn’t heard from her since Saturday night, and it was nine o’clock Monday morning.

Mia hadn’t shown up to work yet. She hadn’t even called into my office to tell me she was going to be late. Then again, we hadn’t had much of a chance to talk about ending her leave of absence. Part of that conversation was wrapped up in the activities I had planned for Sunday. Part of me felt blown off. A bit used. Part of me knew Mia better than that, though.

Something had to have happened.

After torturing myself by watching the clock until nine thirty that morning, I ripped my office door open. I looked around the lobby, making sure there was no one waiting for my presence. Then, I walked up to Tanner’s desk. He was sitting at his station coolly, typing away at his computer with a mind-blowing speed. He was taking phone calls and scheduling meetings for me, constantly rearranging my schedule.

But when he plucked his headset off his head, his eyes turned up to mine.

“What do you need, Mr. Andrews?”

Had I not wanted to ask him about Mia, I would have scolded him for his curt tone.

“Have you heard from Miss Charles at all?” I asked.

He shook his head. “Nope. What have you done now?”

I bit down onto the inside of my cheek to keep from firing back at him. Truth be told, I didn’t enjoy my personal life creeping into my work life. It was a distraction I couldn’t afford. Not with Apex’s shares back to dropping—I saw that when I woke up this morning. Apex was back in the red after a few days of leveling off. I didn’t want to discuss the personal details of my life with Tanner, but he already knew a few bullet points from my history.

What the hell were a few more going to do? Sink me?

I was already sinking without Mia.

“I confronted Miss Charles about Ryder and Grant,” I said.

“Uh-huh. I heard about how security escorted her out. Though, I’m not sure many people know who security was protecting in that moment,” Tanner said.

I eyed him hotly. “It was a rough move. I get it.”

“A very rough one, Mr. Andrews.”

“Well, Mr. Jefferies’ team tailed Mia Friday night—”

“Fucking hell, Logan. Are you serious?” he asked.

“You’d do well to remember who you’re speaking with,” I said.

“Not a chance, when you’re having Mia followed. Is that what led to you having Mia escorted out of here like some common criminal?”

I cleared my throat. “It’s actually what led to me realizing I was wrong.”

“Come again?”

“Having her followed is what led me to realizing I was wrong, Tanner.”

“I’m sorry. Could you say that one more time? I think I had some wax in my ear,” he said.

“Enough.”

“It’s just that I’ve never heard you say—”

“Enough, Mr. Gray,” I bit out.

Tanner looked up at me with wide eyes before he leaned back into his chair. It had been a long time since I’d referred to him by his professional name. But it got his attention and got him to shut up long enough to let me talk.

“I was sent a string of emails from her personal email regarding conversations she was having with Ryder behind my back. That was what led to me having her escorted out. They were going back and forth on plans to save Richardson Regional that had not been run by me,” I said.

“Well, even I have to admit that isn’t good,” he said.

“But when the file on her Friday night’s activities came back to me, I figured out that Mia hasn’t been trolloping around with Grant Fitzpatrick.”

I paused, watching as Tanner’s eyebrows furrowed.

“She’s best friends with Grant’s daughter, Etta,” I said.

“She knows Etta.”

“Yes. That’s who she was in the Bahamas with. That’s how she knows Grant. And when I figured out that I was mistaken about that, I figured I’d give Mr. Richardson a call myself to figure out if I was wrong about the other thing as well.”

Tanner nodded along, following my story and keeping silent. Which I was glad for. It actually felt nice to talk some of this out.

“Yes, there was a plan in cahoots behind my back. Ryder’s plan was to go to the rest of the shareholders of the company and convince them to override my plan. And honestly? I think it would have worked. So, while I had Mr. Richardson on the phone, I decided to give this plan of Mia’s a shot. I told him I’d work with him and merge brand lines to try and save Richardson Regional instead of gutting it,” I said.

“And you figured out that Mia wasn’t being some scheme?” Tanner asked.

I nodded slowly. “Ryder even admitted to the fact that she hadn’t given him any sort of an answer. And actually started dodging his calls after a while.”

Tanner quirked an eyebrow, and I knew what he wanted to say. He wanted to look me in my eyes and tell me, “I told you so.” But I didn’t give him the space or the time to spit the words out.

I was on a roll, and the more I talked the less stressed I felt.

“After doing all of that with Ryder, I went to Mia’s apartment and asked her for another chance. I asked her to stave off this leave of absence and maybe...”

Tanner leaned forward. “Maybe what, Logan?”

I sighed. “I asked her to give this thing between her and I a real shot. To see where it went and see if we could turn our connection into something. She came over for dinner, and we spent the night together. Well, most of it, anyway.”

Tanner balked. “You’re kidding.”

“No, I’m not.”

He leaned back into his chair. “Well, for one thing? You got fucking lucky. Had I been Mia, I would have slammed the door directly in your face the second I saw it was you at my door. The shit you’ve put her through is insane, Logan. You know that, right?”

“Yes. I do.”

“Good. So, what happened after that night? Where does she stand now with the company and everything?” he asked.

“I don’t know. It’s why I came out here to ask if you had heard from her. The night went well. I cooked dinner. We... indulged ourselves. She said she wanted to take things slowly, and despite my attempts to get her on the phone yesterday to spend the day with her, I haven’t heard from her since.”

“She won’t take your calls?”

“She won’t so much as text me. And by the looks of it, she hasn’t shown up for work despite making mention of breaking her leave of absence,” I said.

Tanner frowned. “Well, I haven’t looked for her or really tried to contact her since I assumed she was still on her leave.”

“Will you put in a call to her for me?”

He shook his head. “Nope. You already put me in the middle of your personal issues once. I’m not going to do it again. I consider Mia a friend, and as her friend I won’t continue to interject like that. You want her on the phone for personal reasons? Get her on the phone yourself.”

“What if I asked you to call her to see if she was coming into work?” I asked.

“Nope. Not that, either. Look, Logan, you were wrong to spy on Mia in the first place. There’s no way you’re getting me to keep tabs on her. No matter what excuse you want to wield around to justify it to yourself.”

I felt my frustration mounting. He was my employee. My secretary. My personal assistant. He didn’t get to turn down a job I needed him to fulfill. But I also wanted to respect his feelings toward the matter.

“Fine. I... respect that,” I said.

“Wow,” Tanner said.

“What?” I asked.

“Did you just vomit in your mouth a bit? Because it sounds like you really hated those words.”

“Shut up.”

“No, really. How did that feel? Admitting to respecting someone other than yourself.”

“Cut the shit,” I said, chuckling.

Tanner grinned and shook his head before he sighed.

“Logan, I’m going to give you a piece of advice, and you can take it for what it’s worth.”

“I didn’t ask for it, but go ahead,” I said.

He rolled his eyes. “Whatever. Look, go talk to her yourself. It apparently worked the first time. Who’s to say it won’t work now? Go talk to her, face-to-face, and figure it out together. You don’t need the middleman. You just need yourself and her in the same space to talk openly and fluidly about what’s going on.”

I knew he was right. It did work the first time, and it was under drastically different circumstances. Mia and I needed open and honest communication if anything was going to work. Our personal relationship. Our work relationship. If I wanted anything between us to jive, I had to learn how to talk with her. I nodded at Tanner before I made my way back into my office, then quickly collected my things.

“Tanner!” I exclaimed as I locked up my office.

“Yes, sir?” he asked.

“Hold my calls and appointments for the next hour. I have a stop I have to make.”

“Duly noted,” he said.

And I heard the grin in his voice as I made my way for the elevator.
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​Chapter 2
Mia
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I wiped away my tears as I sat on the edge of my bed. I had no idea why the hell I was still crying. I should have been all out of tears after spending most of Sunday sobbing my brains out. I couldn’t shake the image from my mind. The picture of Jacqueline’s satisfied expression in the elevator while she giggled and talked about her fucking panties. It was forever seared into my brain. Forever there to haunt me, like it had in my dreams last night.

How the hell could Logan play me like that?

And how was I dumb enough to fall for his schtick? Again?

I clutched my heart as I stood up. I made my way to my couch and flopped down onto it, dabbing at more tears as they poured down in rivers. I knew that I loved him now; there was no denying it. Things didn’t hurt this bad if some sort of emotion like that wasn’t in the picture. I sniffled as I leaned into the couch, allowing the cushions to swallow me whole. I wanted them to trap me there forever, until I was swept away into a slumber I never woke up from.

But, despite all of Logan’s stubborn wrong-headedness, I wouldn’t allow anyone to cheat on me.

No matter how much I loved him and no matter how much I wanted for all of this to work out, I knew my worth. Even if Logan didn’t. Even if it cost me my business. Even if it cost me my heart, I knew what I was worth. I knew what I deserved. And I also knew what I didn’t. The hell that Logan had put me through was something I didn’t deserve, but it was something I could weather. Something I could get over, with time.

This, though? The cheating?

It would never be something I’d ever get over. I’d never set it off to the side to give it another go.

Never.

I refused to take his calls. All day Sunday, he blew up my phone, calling and leaving voice messages. I didn’t even bother listening to them. I deleted them and cleared the call log on my phone. I deleted his number from my contacts and erased our text messages. I even went so far as to delete any emails I had in my inbox that were of a more personal nature. No matter how much he tried to contact me, I wouldn’t pick up the phone.

I was through with Logan Andrews.

My intercom buzzer filled my apartment, and I groaned. I let it buzz and buzz. I hoped that if I ignored it long enough, it would go away. That whoever the hell was downstairs would try again another time. Or never, as far as I was concerned. But the buzzing simply continued, and I knew exactly who the hell it was.

I thought about going downstairs without answering the buzzer and spitting in his face.

I got up from the couch and went over to the intercom. I pressed down onto it and gathered myself. I sighed as I cracked my neck, then breathed deeply before I answered.

“Yes?” I asked.

“Mia. It’s Logan.”

“Yeah. I know. What do you want?”

“I just...”

I furrowed my brow as he trailed off. There was something meek in his voice. Something I’d never heard before. Part of me was tempted to let him through the front door and give him a piece of my mind. Part of me wanted to let him up here just so I could slam the door in his face like I should have Saturday night. Then, Logan cleared his throat.

“Are you all right?” he asked.

I scoffed. Why the fuck did he care? How in the world was this man such an accomplished liar? How the fuck could he pretend to care for me after what he knew he had blatantly done? It was sickening, and I wanted him to go away. I released the intercom button and placed my hands over my ears. The buzzing filled my apartment again and I dashed into my room. The sound of his voice brought a new batch of tears to my eyes. I rushed into my bathroom and closed the door, then slid down to my ass and curled my knees into my body. I pressed my hands
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