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[image: Three soldiers in steel helmets lie prone on the ground, handling a machine gun. Two manage long belts of ammunition while the third operates the weapon. Grass and dirt surround them in a wartime setting.]
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[image: Two soldiers in military uniforms and helmets ride a motorcycle through deep mud beside a car. One has a rifle slung on his back. The ground is muddy and the sky appears overcast, creating a difficult terrain.]
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Introduction


Many books have been published about World War II — the war that changed the face of the modern world. Aircraft, armor, warships, strategies, battles, theaters of war and elite units have all been covered repeatedly and exhaustively.

But who has thought to devote an entire volume to the average fighting man?

The starting point of our book is to ask the questions: what was it like to serve your country? Did your uniform keep you warm and dry in cold climates and cool in hot? Were your boots comfortable? Were your weapons and equipment adequate for the tasks demanded of you? What comforts could you expect: food, cigarettes, medical support and letters home? Would you win a medal? More importantly, would you survive? In short all issues that must have occupied the soldier’s thoughts on a daily basis, quite apart from the ideals of why he was fighting.

In these pages we show how the average Axis fighting man fared. David Miller’s painstakingly researched text first explains how the soldier fitted into his organization, then goes on to describe his equipment, weapons, uniforms and personal items.

Specially commissioned color photography, taken in museums and private collections around the world, show genuine wartime equipment and weapons in detail. These images are placed alongside selected archive photography showing the equipment in use in the field.

This highly illustrated book is for military enthusiasts, collectors and modellers everywhere.
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[image: A collage displays a World War Two German soldier, a medal with a red ribbon, a canteen, a helmet, a cup, and black-and-white soldier photos, with the word Germany and historical information in the background.]
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Germany


The German Army that was rebuilt after defeat in World War I took account of many of the lessons of that war, and developed a concept of operations that emphasised mobility and speed of reaction, and which promoted independent initiative and aggressive action from the most junior leaders.

German infantrymen were on the whole tough and determined fighters. They were seemingly unstoppable in the early years of the war as they swept across Europe, the Soviet Union and even north Africa. But once they went on to the strategic defensive they also fought bitterly for every foot of ground, usually in the face of superior numbers, artillery, armor and airpower. There were never enough of them, though, and as the war progressed more and more came from occupied territories, from surplus manpower in the Luftwaffe and the Kriegsmarine (Navy), and finally from the old and young in the barely-trained Volkssturm (Home Guard).

10
German Infantry

As in virtually every other army, it was the German infantry that bore the brunt of their nation’s fighting during World War II. In combination with the armored and mechanized units, the infantry fought its way across western Europe between 1939 and 1942, and it was the infantry that fought a dogged fighting withdrawal between 1943 and ultimate defeat in 1945. They were, course, supported by the armor, artillery, engineers and other combat arms, as well as by the Luftwaffe (air force) but the infantry was by far the biggest arm, which captured and held ground, and which was the last to concede it in the final days.

German infantrymen were hard-fighting, determined, and resolute opponents but, fortunately for the Allies, there were never enough of them.

As the war progressed, casualties and manpower shortages caused the army to increase the number of foreign troops enlisted from territories that had been overrun, although only in a few cases did they prove to be up to reasonable standards of military efficiency and general trustworthiness. Within German resources, surplus manpower in the Luftwaffe and the Kriegsmarine (navy) were eventually formed into infantry forces, while the last resort was the Volkssturm, an assembly of barely trained civilians, who were either too young, too old or too unfit for conventional service in the army itself.

[image: A World War II German soldier in uniform stands facing forward, wearing a helmet and holding a machine gun. An ammunition belt is draped over his right shoulder. The image appears in sepia tone.]
A German infantryman carrying an MG42 machine gun and wearing a tunic with the early-style dark green collar. His shoulder straps are field gray however. He has a green camouflaged net over his helmet, which provided both camouflage and protection from mosquitos.
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There were many divisions and regiments in the German Army whose predominant arm was infantry, but which had a variety different roles and titles. The most common fighting divisions were:


	Infanterie Division. A standard, infantry-heavy, combat division, marching on its feet and with virtually all its transportation by horse, except for the anti-tank units, which were fully mechanized.

	Grenadier Division. In late 1942 Hitler ordered that all infantry divisions be redesignated as Grenadiers, a traditional term, with every infantry private soldier, formerly Schütze, being retitled Grenadier. The new name did not imply any new organization, re-equipment or reroling, and was solely a public relations and morale-boosting exercise.

	Gebirgsdivision. Mountain divisions, formed by the army, were specially selected, trained and equipped for mountain warfare. They were essentially organized as infantry divisions, but with much special equipment; even so, they were often employed in the straight infantry role.

	Jäger Division. Jäger is the traditional German term for a hunter, a somewhat romantic figure, and, when used in the military context, it applied to a motorized formation, which was generally known to the Allies as a “light” division. A number of such divisions were later upgraded into Panzer (i.e., armored) divisions.

	Infanteriedivision (Motorisiert). All elements of the division were mounted in wheeled vehicles. These were often smaller than a standard infantry division.

	Panzergrenadier Division. A fully motorized infantry formation, but with a much higher proportion of self-propelled weapons than a motorized division, plus a tank or assault gun unit. It was designed to work with Panzers.

	Volks/Volksgrenadierdivision. Volk means “of the people” and was a term with particular resonance in Nazi propaganda. In reality, this was a fine-sounding title for some third-rate divisions formed by Himmler in 1944–45, essentially for the last-ditch defense of the Fatherland. Some were designated Volk and others Volksgrenadier but there were no significant differences between them.


[image: A faceless mannequin displays a German soldier’s World War II uniform, including a green military coat, belt with pouches, leather straps across the chest, and a rounded steel helmet.]
This one is wearing a greatcoat with green collar and his shoulder straps show the white piping of the infantry arm. Around his waist is a leather belt carrying two sets of triple ammunition pouches for the Kar98 rifle. His helmet is the later type without the rolled rim.

There were other types, including Sturm (assault) divisions formed for a specific attack and zbV (special employment) divisions raised for specific tasks. Static formations included Festung (fortress), Bodenständige (area defense) and Küstenverteidigungsdivision (coastal defense divisons). Sicherungsdivision (security divisions) were formed for rear area security and anti-partisan duties.
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[image: Several World War II-era soldiers in uniform steer a small boat with the number five onto a riverbank. Additional boats and groups of soldiers are visible in the background. The image is black and white.]
Infantrymen crossing the Oder in a light boat. Wearing sidecaps and without their full combat order they are not expecting trouble. The white piping (Waffenfarbe) on the standing NCO indicates the infantry branch, while the lightning flash on his arm shows he is a signaller.

[image: Several rows of police and military insignia patches are displayed, featuring chevrons, embroidered badges with horizontal stripes and outlined shapes, plus emblem patches with detailed patterns at the bottom.]
An array of collar patches and other badges. The colored strip inside the “bar” symbol indicates arm of service (see “Uniforms” section later). Most patches shown are on a dark background, apart from the red ones (field officers) and the dark green (mechanized unit). The rectangular patches on the right were sometimes slid over the shoulder straps to indicate the unit or subunit the wearer belonged to.
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Other Forces

Members of Hitler’s inner circle were able to use their influence to raise and equip special units within their own sphere of influence. Reichsmarschal Göring was able to raise the Fallschirmjäger (paratroops) as part of the Luftwaffe, whereas in most other nations they were part of the army. In addition, in 1943–44 surplus Luftwaffe personnel were hastily formed into infantry divisions, always with dire results. The Kriegsmarine (navy) also raised several infantry divisions in 1944–45, also with poor results. Finally, Himmler raised the Waffen-SS, which was in essence a parallel army, organized and equipped in line with the normal army (das Heer), but which was answerable to him as Reichsführer SS. Some of the early Waffen-SS units were organized and employed as conventional marching infantry but were quickly converted to the more exciting and dramatic Panzergrenadier mounted in armored personnel carriers.

[image: Soldiers in uniform ride atop military trucks moving along a street lined with damaged, partially collapsed buildings. Rubble and debris are visible on the ground. The scene suggests recent conflict.]
Waffen-SS soldiers in trucks moving through a ruined village. The men have camouflaged smocks and helmet covers. Throughout the war Germany was never able to provide as much motorized transport for its forces as did the United States, Britain and Canada.
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Ranks

The German Army’s system of ranks was rather more flexible than in other armies, where precise ranks were allocated to specific posts. The Germans used Stellengruppen (position groups) which gave a range of ranks to fill a post. Thus, the post of infantry squad commander, for example, could be filled by an NCO in the “G” (Gruppenführer) range which comprised Unterfeldwebel, Unteroffizier and Obergefreiter, while the “Z” group of officers covered both Leutnant and Oberleutnant.

Secondly, it was always within the gift of the unit commander to deploy his men as he saw fit, bearing in mind the unit’s current mission, the numbers of men available, their personal qualities, and his own past experiences. Thirdly, as the war progressed the numbers of men being sent to the front-line units dropped significantly and commanders had to leave gaps as they saw fit.

The Waffen-SS used their own rank system which is described later.

Officers

The first and most obvious grouping was into officers and other ranks, with officer ranks running in eleven steps from Leutnant (lieutenant) to Generalfeldmarschall (field-marshal) and other ranks in nine steps from Schütze (enlisted man) to Stabsfeldwebel (staff-sergeant).

Officers could also be described as belonging to one of three groups:


	Kompanieoffiziere (company-grade officers). This was the lowest group, comprising lieutenant, senior lieutenant and captain. These were also sometimes known as Hauptleute.

	The next group, Stabsoffiziere, covered majors, lieutenant-colonels and colonels. The term translates literally into English as “staff” officers, but in this context does not mean officers employed in headquarters staff appointments, but rather those described in the US Army as “field-grade” officers.

	The third and highest group were Generäle (generals), which covered all ranks from major-general to field marshal.


[image: A patch shows a downward-pointing black triangle bordered by two distinct silver or white chevrons closely tracing along the edges, forming a layered outline. The design is simple and geometric.]
Chevrons worn on the tunic sleeve by a Senior Lance Corporal.

Where officers were concerned, there were several significant differences from US and British practice. First, while the German Army sometimes set up formations designated as brigades, there was no rank of brigadier-general (US) or brigadier (British). Secondly, the German Army had an additional rank of Generaloberst (colonel-general) which was immediately below Generalfeldmarschall (field marshal) and equivalent to the US and British rank of general (often known in those armies as a “full” general). Thirdly, there was a rank between Generaloberst and Generalleutnant in which generals were in employments relevant to their arm-of-service and thus retained that arm as a suffix, for example, General der Infanterie, General der Artillerie, General der Nachtrichtentruppen (generals of infantry, artillery, signal troops) and so on.

Non-Commissioned Officers

The Portepee, or sword-knot, was a centuries-old device consisting of a leather strap attached to the sword guard, through which the man placed his hand and then tightened it around his wrist using a slide, thus ensuring that he could not unintentionally drop the sword. Over the centuries it became a symbolic and decorative item, and consisted in the German Army of a decorative cord or strap, with a fancy tassel and crown. All officers carried a sword and Portepee, but senior NCOs (Feldwebel upwards to Stabsfeldwebel) also carried them, and thus came to be described as Unteroffiziere mit Portepee (NCOs with swordknot), which approximates to the British Army term “senior NCOs.” The remaining NCOs, Obergefreiter to Unterfeldwebel, were then known as Unteroffiziere ohne Portepee (NCOs without sword-knot).
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[image: A soldier in helmet and uniform, face smeared with dirt, gazes intently while holding a map inside a trench or dugout. Another soldier is partially visible in the foreground.]
A weary Lieutenant consults a map in his trench. His shoulder strap has the stylized gothic lettering “GD” on his shoulder strap, indicating he is a member of the Grossdeutschland division.
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[image: Three German soldiers in World War II uniforms stand together; one is pinning a medal onto the chest of another while the third looks on. In the background, several more soldiers in similar uniforms are visible.]
Soldiers from the Berliner division being awared the Iron Cross. The Sergeant-Major nearest the camera has old-style shoulder straps with a pointed tip.

[image: A chart displays shoulder boards, collar patches, and sleeve patches arranged in rows for ranks from Private to Colonel. Each insignia features distinct shapes, symbols, or stripes to indicate rank differences.]
Army rank badges, all shown with white infantry piping. Other branches would have other colors around the edge of the shoulder boards. Sleeve patches and shoulder boards were originally on a dark gray-green background but as the war progressed they became the same field gray as the tunic. Originally shoulder boards had the regiment number or unit designation but this practice was largely discontinued after 1940.
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Ranks

	 

	Stellen-gruppe

	Typical Appointments

	 

	Remarks


	German

	English

	 

	German

	English

	 




	Generalfeldmarschall

	Field marshal

	A

	Oberbefehlshaber

	Commander-in-Chief

	Introduced April 1936


	Generaloberst

	Colonel General


	General

	General

	F

	Kommandierender General

	Commanding General

	 


	Generalleutnant

	Lieutenant-general

	D

	Divisionskommandeur

	Divisional commander

	 


	Generalmajor

	Major-general

	I

	Infanteriebrigade-kommandeur

	Brigade commander

	 


	Oberst

	Colonel

	R

	Regimentskommandeur

	Regimental Commander

	 


	Oberstleutnant

	Lieutenantcolonel-

	B

	Bataillons kommandeur

	Battalion commander

	 


	Major

	Major


	Hauptmann

	Captain

	K

	Kompanieführer

	Company commander

	 


	Oberleutnant

	First Lieutenant

	Z

	Zugführer

	Platoon commander

	Maximum two platoon commanders in a company Wereofficers


	Leutnant

	Second Lieutenant


	Stabsfeldwebel Oberfeldwebel Feldwebel

	Staff/Senior

Sergeant

Sergeant

	O

	Oberfeldwebel

	Senior NCO

	This group also known as Unteroffiziere mit Portepee


	Unterfeldwebel

	Junior sergeant

	G

	Gruppenführer

	Junior NCO

	This group also known as Unteroffiziere


	Unteroffizier

	Corporal


	Obergefreiter

	Senior Lance Corporal

	ohne Portepee


	Gefreiter

	Lance-corporal

	M

	Mannschaft

	Enlisted Man

	Schütze changed to Grenadier, November 1942


	Oberschütze/ Obergrenadier

	Private first-class


	Schütze/Grenadier

	Private/Grenadier





A particular appointment, and one of great importance in every German infantryman’s life, was that of der Spiess, a term which literally translates as “the spear”, but which was the name given to the senior NCO in a company or equivalent-sized unit. His duties were very similar to those of a company first-sergeant in the US Army or a company sergeant-major in the British and Dominion armies. They involved discipline, personnel matters and general administration in barracks, but in the field he was responsible for virtually all administrative work, in order to leave the Kompaniechef free to exercise his command functions.

Soldiers

Soldiers were known as Mannschaft, which translates literally as “people” and here the Germans gave full rein to their fascination with descriptive titles. A private soldier in the infantry was designated Schütze until November 1942 when he was redesignated Grenadier, a title dating back to Frederick the Great. But infantry privates could also be designated Fusilier in a regiment bearing that honor title, or Jäger in a light infantry or mountain unit. Private soldiers in specialist corps also bore titles relevant to that corps: Funker for signalers, Fahrer for drivers of horse-drawn vehicles, Kraftfahrer for drivers of mechanized vehicles, and so on.
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Shoulder Boards

An array of army shoulder boards of different ranks. Notice the variation in size, shape and background color, even where they are supposed to be made in the same dark grey or field grey. German uniform colors were never very “uniform”, especially as material shortages worsened.

[image: Thirty-two military shoulder boards and epaulettes with distinct shapes and details, displayed in four horizontal rows. Each piece shows symbols, letters, or numbers that vary by color, pattern, and design.]
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You can see shoulder boards for private solders with the cloth background, then those for NCOs with the same background but with fabric braid sewn on.

Junior officer ranks had straight silver piping covering the shoulder board, while senior officers had interwoven braid. Arm of service was indicated by the colored piping or Waffenfarbe around the edge of the shoulder board (and sometimes collar). Colors here include: white (infantry), red (artillery), meadow green (Panzer Grenadier) yellow (communications), blue (medical) and black (pioneer).

Many of these have symbols, letters and numbers to denote the individual unit the wearer belonged to.

[image: Several rows of military shoulder boards and epaulets are neatly arranged, displaying a range of visible shapes, patterns, insignia, and details that distinguish different ranks and positions.]
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The Infantry Regiment

The organization of the infantry changed throughout the war, initially as a result of operations in the first few years, then later when manpower and materials became scarcer.

In practice, formations differed considerably from the official structure, owing to a mixture of shortages, casualties and local circumstances. And as with many armies, individual units could sometimes ‘acquire’ extra equipment to which they were not entitled.

Command

The infantry regiment (Infanterieregiment) was commanded by a colonel (Oberst) with a personal staff of two officers – adjutant (Adjutant) and assistant adjutant, the latter, for reasons of tradition, bearing the title of Ordonnanzoffizier. These were supported by the regimental headquarters (Regimentsstab) consisting of drivers, grooms, despatch riders and clerks.

Sub-units under direct regimental command comprised: communications platoon (Naehriehtenzug), cavalry/reconnaissance platoon (Infanteriereiterzug), and an engineer/pioneer platoon (Infanteriepionierzug). Logistic support was provided by an Infantry Column, Light (leichte Infanteriekolonne), together with specialists scattered among the fighting units, while regimental transport was organized into three echelons. Finally, there was a regimental band.

The fighting strength of the regiment was concentrated in three infantry battalions. In every infantry regiment throughout the army the battalions were numbered in an identical sequence, as were the three rifle companies and the machine gun company within each of those battalions, and these were then followed by the regimentally-controlled infantry gun and machine gun companies.

[image: A soldier wearing a helmet with bullet belts slung across his chest stands holding equipment. He has a cigar or stick in his mouth. The image is dramatic and historical in appearance, showing only what is visible.]
Grenades were usually carried like this, stuffed into the belt. This man has rifle ammunition pouches and is carrying a belt for the section machine gun.










	 

	Infantry Battalions

	 

	Regimental Units

	 


	Battalion

	Rifle Companies

	Machine gun Company

	Infantry Cun Company

	Mortar company




	I

	1,2,3

	4

	–

	–


	II

	5,6,7

	8

	–

	–


	III

	9,10,11

	12

	–

	–


	–

	–

	–

	13

	14
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[image: Three soldiers in helmets operate a mortar inside a trench, with bare trees in the background. The scene is tense; all are focused on using the mortar together. Wartime setting is shown by their gear and surroundings.]
Mortars were popular with infantry commanders as being effective fire support weapons that were under their own control.

In the final two years of the war, some regimental commanders brought the regimental support elements under centralized control, which they then designated 15 Company. This was directly equivalent to the headquarters company in Allied armies.

An infantry regiment in early 1941 should have had the men and equipment as shown in the table.









	Men

	 

	3,152



	Personal weapons:

	rifles

	2,115



	 

	machine pistols

	204



	 

	pistols

	870



	Machineguns:

	light

	112



	 

	heavy

	36



	Crew-served support weapons:

	anti-tank guns

	49



	 

	Lt mortars (51 mm)

	27



	 

	mortars (81 mm)

	18



	 

	infantry guns

	8





The Nachrichtenzug (Communications Platoon) consisted of one officer, six NCOs and 25 men, all infantrymen who had attended special courses as opposed to signal corps personnel. Equipment included four manpack radios, telephone, cable and two field switchboards.

Reiterzug (Cavalry Platoon)

The Wehrmacht continued to employ cavalry units throughout the war, as described later. As well as these separate units, each infantry regiment had it’s own cavalry platoon for reconnaissance and security duties.

The strength of this varied throughout the war. The 1941 version had 53 men and 53 horses. Their weapons were rifles, machine pistols and a light machine gun for every 12-man team.

The Infantry Regiment

The organisation of the infantry changed throughout the war, initially as a result of operations in the first few years, then later when manpower and materials became scarcer.

In practice, formations differed considerably from the official structure, owing to a mixture of shortages, casualties and local circumstances. And as with many armies, individual units could sometimes ‘acquire’ extra equipment to which they were not entitled.
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The Infantry Battalion

The infantry battalion was the fundamental building block of the German fighting force, but detailed organization, equipment and manpower strengths could vary between theaters and according to the stage of the war. The description which follows is of one version of the 1941 battalion; it was the basis of all subsequent reorganizations and may be taken as typical and illustrative of the organizational principles.

The battalion comprised some 845 all ranks who were split between: battalion headquarters; three rifle companies; machinegun company; signal detachment; and logistic support.

Battalion HQ

In combat, the battalion commander usually moved with a small command group. His adjutant would manage the main headquarters, which included signals, the commanders of support weapons subunits, liaison officers for artillery and other attached support, clerical and support staff and the battalion aid post.

Communications

Field radio was never available in sufficient quantities, and in 1941 the infantry battalion was only supposed to have three manpack radios for links from battalion HQ forward to companies. The signals component also made extensive use of field telephones and lamps, and many messages had to be carried by hand, either on foot, one horseback or on motorcycle.

[image: A World War II German soldier in helmet and uniform stands behind camouflage, holding a weapon in one hand and gesturing with the other. Barbed wire is clearly visible in the foreground.]
German commanders at all levels were expected to lead from the front. This Sgt Major wears early war high quality uniform and totes a P.08 Luger.
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Transport

Battalion transport consisted predominantly of horse-drawn wagons, with a very small number of trucks. This transport was divided into three Tross (trains), each commanded by a senior NCO, the senior of whom was answerable to the commanding officer. These three elements comprised the Gefechtstross (battle transport) for immediate support, the Verpflegungstross (rations and forage transport) and the Gepäcktross (baggage transport), comprised of light trucks, held slightly further back.

[image: A soldier wearing a helmet and military uniform stands outside, holding binoculars in one hand and facing forward. Several other soldiers and various pieces of equipment appear in the background. The image has a reddish hue.]
Unlike most armies, German soldiers wore their bravery medals on their combat tunics. This man has an Iron Cross 2nd Class and carries an MP40 machine gun with the longer magazine pouches on his belt.

Machine Gun Company

Designated the Machine Gun Company of the Infantry Battalion, this sub-unit was equipped with twelve machine guns and six mortars, and might better have been known as the Support or Heavy Weapons Company. It was 201 men strong and under the direct control of the battalion commander. It had a small headquarters group, three machine gun platoons and a medium mortar platoon.

Each machine gun platoon had two squads, both of which were armed with two heavy machine guns, for a total of twelve weapons for the company. In the German system, the machine guns themselves were identical with those carried by the infantry sections, but were designated schwer (heavy) because they could be fitted to tripod mounts and anti-aircraft mounts.

The Medium Mortar Platoon had a small HQ section, mainly because the 81mm mortar teams were normally dispersed in direct support of rifle companies. There were three squads, each led by an NCO, consisting of two teams each with an NCO in charge and six men. There were six mortars in total, usually transported in a two-wheeled horse-drawn cart.

[image: A black and white flowchart diagram displaying a battalion structure: HQ signals at the top, connected by lines to MG company, several rifle companies, and transport, each dividing into smaller labeled sub-units.]
24
The Rifle Company

Each infantry battalion had three rifle companies commanded by a captain, each containing three rifle platoons, an anti-tank squad and a transport squad. Company HQ Company headquarters was a small group comprising of the Commander, the Speiss (sergeant major) a few men providing clerical and signals support and one or two message couriers. Company HQ also had direct command of the Anti-Tank squad. In 1941 this consisted of a commander and three two-man detachments, each armed with a single anti-tank rifle.

[image: Soldiers in winter uniforms lie prone on snow, aiming rifles and machine guns. Several use sleds for support. The environment looks cold beneath an overcast sky, with visible snow covering the ground.]
This group is operating in the snow and ice, caught in the open with no cover. Some have cold weather clothing and white camouflage paint on their helmets. Note the use of the sledge for carrying supplies and ammunition.

[image: Three helmeted soldiers lie flat on grass. One aims a machine gun with an ammunition belt, while the others assist with its operation and loading. The scene is outdoors, surrounded by grassy terrain.]
A machine gun team loads a 200-round belt into their MG34. They have early-war helmets with the separate turned rim and painted in a smooth finish. This paint scheme created unwanted shine and was soon replaced by rougher, non-reflective finishes.
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The Rifle Platoon

The rifle platoon (Schützenzug) comprised a small HQ, with four rifle squads and a light mortar squad. The rifle squad (Schützengruppe) was the smallest complete sub-unit in the infantry. In the Polish campaign the squad was thirteen strong but this proved difficult to control and was reduced to ten men for all subsequent campaigns. However, as the war progressed, full-strength squads became a rarity. Each platoon also had a Light Mortar Squad of three men who carried a single, manportable 50mm mortar.

[image: A soldier wearing a helmet crouches beside a damaged tank on a muddy road scattered with equipment. Additional tanks and tree-lined edges are visible in the background.]
An infantryman makes himself as comfortable as he can in his hastily-dug foxhole. He is wearing a splinter-camouflage cover over his helmet and has an entrenching tool, water bottle, gas mask case, various mess tins, food tins and other equipment scattered around him.








	Man

	Weapon

	Duties




	Squad commander

	9mm Machinepistole 38 or 40

	Squad leader


	Number 1

	7.92mm Maschinengewehr 34 (MG34) LMG, plus 9mm Pistole 08

	Fired the LMG


	Number 2

	9mm Pistole 08 ammunition, spare barrels

	Assisted No 1; carried


	Number 3

	Rifle – 7.92mm Gewehr 98

	Ammunition supply for MG34


	Number 4

	Rifle – 7.92mm Gewehr 98 leader

	Senior rifleman/deputy squad


	Numbers 5–9

	Rifle – 7.92mm Gewehr 98
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Communications

Command

The German Army set very particular store on the personal behavior and fluence of the commander at all levels. His first priority was that he had to be physically located where he could most effectively command the current operation, combining closeness to the enemy with protection from enemy fire. This also required that the location of his headquarters be known to all concerned, which in purely physical terms was done by placing a metal identifying flag outside the HQ. Almost to the end of the war, one of the principal criteria was that he should have access to the wire network, since that was his main means of communication, rather than by radio.

The staff at each level had its prescribed tasks and composition, and one of the well-understood principles was that the commander should not be troubled with administrative matters, nor with detail or trivia. At the most forward level, the Spiess (company sergeant-major) commanded the Gefechtstross, leaving his company commander free from concerns over administrative matters. The same principle was applied at battalion and regimental level, where the supply and administration staff was stationed with one of the trains.

At divisional level and above orders were usually issued in documentary form, but at regiment and below they were issued orally, although whatever the means there was always an emphasis on keeping a written record.

Communications

To achieve all this it was vital to have an efficient communications system, which was considered by commanders at all levels to be the key to the successful and timely application of force. But, the technology of the time was not advanced, production facilities were limited and other elements in the army, such as the Panzers, Panzergrenadiers and Artillerie, were always given greater priority, as was the Waffen-SS. Thus, the infantry divisions and regiments found themselves at the end of the line, forcing them to make do with some very slow and antiquated means of communication.

[image: Two photos of a vintage Enigma machine: the first shows its keyboard with lettered keys and several round settings dials above; the second displays three internal rotors exposed inside the open device.]
High level communications were protected by the Enigma coding machine. The one shown here is a “three-rotor” type – other models used four.

Methods

The best method of communication for the type of mobile warfare envisaged in the late 1930s was radio, but there were never sufficient sets and those that were available were very heavy. As a result, the lowest level where radios were to be found was company headquarters. Wire was laid in large quantities and efforts were made to lay a central “spine” or “trunk” during an advance into which the various headquarters and units could connect, thus saving a considerable amount of time and resources. If the advance was very rapid, however, it was seldom possible for the wire/cable laying teams to keep up, but they came into their own when the various headquarters and units were either at a short halt in an advance or in a static defensive position.
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[image: A group of soldiers in military uniforms stand and crouch around a radio communication device in a trench, with sandbags stacked along the sides and assorted equipment visible nearby.]
Signallers from an SS Police unit on the eastern front. These units were often used on anti-partisan actions and had a reputation for extreme brutality and ruthlessness.

[image: Two soldiers use a field radio with a tall antenna in an open field. In the background, several motorcycles and other soldiers are present. The scene has historical elements, possibly from World War Two.]
Signallers with their cumbersome and fragile field radio. Note the despatch riders in the background ready to take messages on to their intended recipients.

Lamp and flag signalling were available, but could only be used in one-to-one links and depended upon both ends being able to see each other; i.e., line-of-sight. In the final resort, much depended on messages being carried by couriers (Melder), either on horseback, motorcycle, bicycle or foot.
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Radio

The best method of communication in mobile warfare was radio, but there were never sufficient sets and those that were available were very heavy. As a result, the lowest level where radios were to be found was company headquarters.

German military radios were considered, even by the Allies, to be very well made and of advanced design, although, as in all contemporary armies, they were heavy and even the so-called “man-portable” (tragbare) sets were a severe load for the operators carrying them. Some radios were installed in trucks with special bodies, which gave a much better working environment, while others were carried aboard specially-designed horse-drawn Infanterie-Nachrichtenwagen (infantry communications wagons) or even two-wheeled, hand-drawn carts.

Sets with the word Tornister (pack) in their title were designed to be carried on a man’s back, although often the battery had to be carried by a second man, since the combined weight was simply too much. In general, German radios were heavier and more cumbersome than their US equivalents, but were, nevertheless, reasonably effective. The main problem was their small numbers and there were usually three-to-five per battalion, which were held in a pool and allocated by the commanding officer, as required.

Wire and Telephones

Wire was laid in large quantities and efforts were made to lay a central “spine” or “trunk” during an advance into which the various headquarters and units could connect, thus saving a considerable amount of time and resources. If the advance was very rapid, however, it was seldom possible for the wire/cable laying teams to keep up, but they came into their own when the various headquarters and units were either at a short halt in an advance or in a static defensive position. Within infantry regiments cables and wires had to be laid and recovered manually. One method involved a two-wheeled cable trolley, with one man pulling, the second a short distance behind using a crookstick to push the wire into the hedgerow or verge, and the third tying back. To achieve speed, wires were usually laid along the surface and only raised on poles or buried in a trench at places where they might be destroyed by passing traffic.

[image: Side-by-side views of a vintage field telephone in a metal case. The left view is the closed rectangular case with a latch, while the right view shows the open case revealing a handset and visible dials inside.]
This is a typical field telephone unit, powered by rechargeable battery and connected to the cables using the terminals under the handset. The telephone is protected by this metal container.

Switchboards

There were several designs of field switchboards, which were used to route telephone calls within headquarters. The 10-line board provided for seven local subscribers and three trunk connections, which capacity could be doubled by connecting two together. Where more capacity was required, the FK16 (Feldklappenschrank = field telephone exchange) was used which had a 30-line capacity, and several units could be coupled together to increase capacity at larger headquarters. Both the 10-and 30-line switchboards normally operated using magneto signalling, but, with an adaptor, could be joined into civilian central-battery systems.

Visible Light Signaling

Blinkgerät (signalling lamps) were always carried within infantry regiments and battalions, their primary purpose being to provide temporary substitutes for broken wire routes. There were two types, both of which were mounted on a tripod and powered by batttteries or manually-cranked generators. They consisted of a parabolic mirror, a light source and a Morse-key which depressed the mirror. Range depended on visibility, weather and physical obstacles, but the larger one had a choice of two light sources, electric bulb or oxyacetylene flame, with the latter giving much greater ranges
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[image: Two mannequins in WWII-era German military uniforms, one standing and one sitting, are positioned beside vintage radio equipment in a wooden room, creating a historical military communication scene.]
An officer and signaler in a command post where they have radio communications with both higher command and subordinate units. The officer is wearing a neat weatherproof jacket over his tunic and has a leather map case hanging from his belt. Note also the reel of wire which has been used to set up field telephone connections to nearby units.

Messengers

In the absence of any electronic means and in order to deliver written or bulky items, the main means of communication within regiments and battalions was using Melder; i.e., human couriers. There were no less than 48 of these on the establishment of an infantry battalion. Most of these were supplied with bicycles, eleven had horses, and the remainder were on foot.

Message Grenades

A form of last-resort communications was provided by message-carrying mortar bombs, of which there were several types. The more powerful was the Meldewurfgranate (message-throwing bomb) which was fired from a 50mm mortar. The projectile consisted of a red-painted light aluminum tube with a removable head and a fixed tail, which incor porated the charge. The head was removed to reveal a message pad and sharpened pencil, and the written message was then inserted, the head replaced and the projectile launched from the mortar. It had a range of between 660 and 1,100 yards and at about 300 feet from impact it started to generate a dense cloud of black smoke which continued after it hit the ground, thus enabling it to be located and collected. The Message Grenade for Light Pistol (Nachrichtpatrone für Kampfpistole) was similar in principle, but smaller, as it was fired from the signalling pistol carried in every platoon headquarters.

[image: A rusted cylindrical metal object stands upright on a white background, with multiple fins attached to its top. A faded yellow band encircles the lower portion of the object.]
A small rifle-fired grenade with a container for a paper message instead of an explosive warhead.
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Supplies and Transport

Throughout the war, transport within infantry divisions was predominantly horse-drawn, far more so than in US and British units. Only the Panzer (armored) and Panzergrenadier (mechanized) divisions were fully motorized. Logistical transport was organized into units designated “columns” (kolonne), whose lifting capability was indicated in their title by the prefix leicht (light) or schwer (heavy). Thus, a Fahrkolonne (horse-drawn column) could lift a load of 30 tonnes, while a leichte Fahrkolonne (light horse-drawn column) could lift 17 tonnes and a schweres Kraftwagen Kolonne (heavy motorized column) 60 tonnes. Similarly, a leichte Kraftwagen Kolonne für Betriebsto ff (light motorized column for gasoline) lifted 5,500 gallons and a schweres Kraftwagen Kolonne für Betriebstoff (heavy motorized column for gasoline) 11,000 gallons.

The number of kolonne allocated to an infantry division varied with its mission and geographical situation, but was usually nine, which could be of varying types.

[image: A weathered metal canteen with a handle on its cap, faded lettering visible on the surface, and several irregular patches of rust and worn areas scattered across its body.]
Water supply is an important consideration for any front-line soldier. This metal flask held 10 litres of drinking water.

[image: A weathered metal canister with a sturdy handle and the words“Trinkwasser five L” stenciled in white on its side, clearly showing it is intended to hold five liters of drinking water.]
Another metal water flask, this time the smaller 5 litre type.

[image: A weathered metal jerry can with embossed text reading Kraftstoff twenty liters and Feuergefährlich, plus a double lightning bolt symbol on the front, showing surface dents and signs of age.]
The German fuel can, still known as a “Jerrican” today, was a sturdy and effective design, especially compared to the fragile “flimsies” in British service.

Infantry Columns, Light

Infantry regiments operated their own light columns, designated leichte Infanteriekolonne, which were intended primarily for carrying the regiment’s first-line ammunition supply. The system was not, however, always consistent and, for example, while the artillery battalion in the infantry regiment had its own Artillery Column, Light (leichte Artilleriekolonnef the anti-tank battalion did not and its ammunition was carried on company or battalion transport.

Ammunition

Logistics planners worked on a daily ammunition “quota” which was laid down for every weapon on the authorized table of establishment. The planning norm was that an army, which normally consisted of two corps, held three “quotas,” of which two were carried within infantry divisions and the third by echelons under direct control by army staff, which stocks were either on wheels or in readily-accessible dumps. These daily “quotas” were figures derived by calculation modified by experience, and were intended solely for use by planners. They were not average daily expenditure rates; it is inconceivable, for example, that every rifleman in every infantry regiment would fire 90 rounds per day. Some of these daily quotas applicable to the infantry were:
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[image: Several soldiers in uniform ride horses in a tight formation along a dusty road. The partly cloudy sky is overhead, and more mounted riders are visible close behind them in the background.]
A typical ammunition supply column on the eastern front. The German Army was never anywhere near a fully-mechanized force.
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For each rifle

	90 rounds



	For each light machinegun

	2,500 rounds



	For each heavy machinegun

	4,500 rounds



	For each 50mm mortar

	120 bombs



	For each 81mm mortar

	30 bombs



	For each infantry gun

	180 shells



	For each 37mm AA gun

	1,500 rounds





Rations

Rations were also “scaled” but in this case the daily ration was the amount expected to be eaten by one man each day. The German soldier’s ration was rather plainer and considerably more frugal than that for his American or British counterpart and amounted to:








	Bread

	26.5oz



	Cold food for evening meal

	4.2oz



	Salt

	0.5oz



	Meat

	7.1oz



	Drink

	0.9oz



	Peas

	6.3oz



	Sugar

	1.4oz



	Total

	46.7oz (2.9lb)





Each man carried one day’s rations in his pack or bread-bag, there was one day’s rations per man in each field kitchen, two days in the unit supply transport (Verpflegungstross) and a further one day per man in the divisional supply column. There was also a ration of two cigarettes and two cigars per man per day, with some 64,000 being held by the division.
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[image: Two yellow metal containers, both rectangular with rounded edges. Each has a handle on its side and a hinged lid. Visible chipped paint and worn areas indicate age and use. Both containers sit side by side.]
A smaller insulated food container which could be carried on a man’s back or in a small vehicle.

[image: Two green metal containers with military styling are visible; one container is closed, while the other is open, displaying a white insulated interior that includes a visible cylindrical compartment inside.]
This metal box is thermally insulated to allow food for a group of men to remain warm as it is transported from the cookhouse. The open view shows the insulated interior and a separate sealable container.
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Horses

An impression has built-up since 1945 that the German Army of World War II was a fully mechanized force, whose tanks, self-propelled artillery, automobiles and trucks smashed their way across Europe in vast numbers, carrying all before them. In reality, however, these armored units represented only a small part of the army. By far the greater proportion of German strength was in the infantry divisions, where, as had been the case for centuries, the infantry marched on their feet and virtually all other tactical movement depended upon the horse.

A few figures will help put this in perspective:


	The German plan to invade southern England (Operation Sea Lion) in 1940 involved a force comprising 175,00 men and 34,000 motor vehicles. But it also included 57,500 horses, of which some 4,000 were to have been in the first wave and 7,000 in the second.

	The invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece involved fifteen divisions: eight infantry, three mountain, two motorized infantry and two armored. This came to a total of 380,000 men who were supported by 65,000 horses.

	The German forces that invaded the Soviet Union (Operation Barbarossa) involved three million men, 3,350 tanks, 600,000 vehicles, and between 600,000 and 700,000 horses.



[image: A brown leather harness featuring several intersecting straps and multiple metal buckles lies tangled in a pile. The background is plain white, creating a clear contrast with the harness’s details.]
Leather harness for use with a horse.

Right through to the end of the war, the standard, front-line infantry regiment depended upon horses for transporting its heavy weapons, resupplying ammunition, towing its kitchens, bring forward the rations, and the carriage of wounded, supplies and baggage. Thus, a 1941 infantry regiment, with three infantry battalions, had an establishment of 606 horses. Unlike trucks they did not need supplies of gasoline or huge workshops for repair and maintenance; on the other hand they could not be parked and left unattended until required but needed daily supplies of food and water, as well as some general care and attention.

[image: Soldiers in uniform ride horses and lead a wagon filled with supplies over uneven ground. The sky above them is covered with clouds. All figures are moving in the same direction across the scene.]
A horse-drawn supply cart struggles through the mud on the eastern front.

35
[image: A photo shows three people in winter coats and hats standing beside a horse-drawn sled on a snowy field. The horse is harnessed to the sled, and the people are holding or arranging visible equipment.]
Sturdy Russian ponies were one of the few reliable modes of transport when the bitter cold of the Russian winter gripped the front. This one is pulling a traditional peasant sledge or pulk.

The consequences of this dependence on the horse were great, as it limited the overall speed of advance – or, in the later days, of withdrawal – to that of an animal which, whatever its glamorous, traditional image as a cavalry charger, suffered from some major limitations. Further, this dependence on the horse had a major impact on the field army, since, because of the immense difference in speed-of-advance and cross-country movement, it was impossible to mix tanks and infantry at divisional level or below.

This meant that tanks had to be concentrated in Panzer divisions where the relatively few trucks available would move with them and the integration of tanks and infantry at brigade/regimental level, as was routine with the Allies, was never possible with the German Army. In a major advance the Panzer divisions with their fast-moving, truckborne logistic support always outstripped the infantry divisions, sometimes leaving gaps through which an enemy could slip. Another problem was that the infantry divisions, gallantly pushing forward on foot in an effort to catch up with the Panzers, clogged up the roads and defiles such as bridges, thus impeding (and sometimes even preventing) Panzer division resupply convoys from getting through. All this greatly complicated matters at every level, be it strategic, operational or tactical.
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Uniforms

All armies wear a standardized form of dress known as uniform, but, despite the intentions of those making the rules, it is usually only on formal parades that absolute conformity with the regulations and with each other, right down to the smallest detail, is ever achieved. The German infantry, despite its reputation for correctness, was no exception and it is very rare, except on the most formal occasions, to see a picture of a group of officers or soldiers in which all are dressed exactly alike.

The German infantry had three basic orders of dress: field service uniform (Feldanzug); parade dress (Paradeanzug); and walkingout uniform (Ausgehenanzug). There were other minor orders of dress which included: sports kit (Sportanzug); service uniform (Dienstanzug); and denim fatigue uniform (Drillichanzug), which was a hard-wearing denim two-piece outfit for routine training and fatigues. All of these were field-gray (Feldgrau) in color, except for the denim outfit, which was made of an off-white unbleached material.

[image: A mannequin stands upright with its hands by its sides, dressed in a World War Two-era German military uniform. It wears a peaked cap, has a belt around the waist, and visible medals and insignia on the chest.]
An infantry Lieutenant wearing an officers’ quality Ml 936 tunic, complete with scalloped and pleated pockets and greenbacked collar. His belt and holster are in black leather rather than the brown worn by most officers. He has his trousers untucked and outside his boots, while he has removed the stiffener from his service cap to give a slightly rakish, floppy shape.

[image: A detailed close-up of a World War II German uniform, featuring shoulder insignia, an eagle and swastika emblem above the pocket, a ribbon bar with stripes, and collar tabs adorned with ornate decoration.]
Collar badges and breast eagle of a junior officer’s tunic. The shoulder strap shows he is a Iieutenant, while the numbers on it indicate his regiment.

[image: A German military helmet from World War Two featuring a dark, worn texture, rounded shape, and an eagle insignia visible on the side. The surface appears slightly scuffed but the design details remain clear.]
This helmet has the pre-1943 edge with the rolled-over rim. Early helmets had a smooth paint finish, but this one has a rougher matt finish to avoid reflections and shine.
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As with all armies, these various uniforms included indications of the wearer’s rank or status. These were:

Officers.


	Headdress. Peaked cap with silver chinstraps; sidecap with silver piping.

	Equipment (belts, pouches, cross-straps, holster, etc) were of brown (as opposed to black) leather

	Shoulder straps. Basic rank was indicated by: straight-laid silver cords – second lieutenant to captain; interwoven silver cords– major to colonel; interwoven gold and silver cords – general officers.

	Quality. Parade uniforms and headgear were of noticeably better quality.


Non-Commissioned Officers.


	NCO status was indicated by silver lace border on shoulder straps and collar.

	Rank was indicated by combination of lace and stars.

	Otherwise clothing and equipment were identical with those for soldiers.


Soldiers.


	Collar with patch.

	Shoulder strap. Black with Waffenfarbe underlay.

	Rank. Worn on left sleeve:


[image: Three men in World War Two-era military uniforms walk outside. One holds a canteen and bowl, one looks stern, and the third, smiling, carries two canisters. Trees fill the background.]
Soldiers in a relaxed pose with mess tins and rations. The figure on the left is wearing the white denim working tunic while the others are wearing the normal Feldgrau tunic. The NCO in the centre is wearing the belt while the soldier on the right isn’t.

Waffenfarbe

All armies divide their troops into specialisations, such as infantry, engineers, artillery, logistics and so on, and give soldiers some sort of distinguishing mark on their uniform so that this can be recognized. Many armies indicate an individual’s arm-of-service by means of cloth or enamel badges, but the German Army did so by means of colors, known as Waffenfarbe. There were many such colors, but those most likely to be seen in an infantry setting were:








	Arm of Service

	 

	Color (Waffenfarbe)




	 

	English

	German


	Infantry

	White

	Weiss


	Mountain troops

	Light green

	Hellgrün


	Armored infantry

	Meadow green

	Wiesengrün


	Artillery

	Bright red

	Karmin


	Medical

	Cornflower blue

	Kornblumenblau


	Transport

	Light blue

	Hellblau


	Pioneer/engineer

	Black

	Schwarz


	Communications

	Lemon Yellow

	Zitronengelb





These colors appeared on various items of clothing:


	Peaked caps. Piping on the crown and the top and bottom edges of the cap-band.

	Sidecaps. Inverted chevron on front of cap.

	Collar patches. Underlay and inserts in stripes.

	Shoulder straps. Underlay.
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[image: Two flags are displayed side by side, each featuring green and yellow sections. The flags are rectangular and appear to be mounted on thin poles, positioned against a plain background.]
Badges such as the breast eagle were produced in many styles throughout the war. The top one is typical of those made for camouflage smocks while the lower one is machine-embroidered ‘bevo’ quality with metallic thread.

[image: A mannequin wearing a dark blue World War II-era military uniform, matching cap, yellow shirt and tie, tall boots, and a belt with a hatchet fastened across the chest.]
Panzer (armor) crews wore a black uniform with a short double-breasted tunic, short boots, gaiters and soft peaked cap. This man is from an SS armored unit and has a Model 1924 grenade stuffed into his belt.

[image: A mannequin wearing a light military uniform, boots, and a cap holds a weapon diagonally across its chest. A pouch rests at its side. The face of the mannequin is completely smooth and without features.]
This figure is wearing the two-piece white denim overalls used as working dress for many personnel. In this case he is a mechanic about to work on a vehicle.
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Tunics

All ranks were issued with Service Tunics, the only differences between those for officers and other ranks being one of quality.

Model 1936 Service Tunic

The Heeres Dienstanzug M1936 was the basis for all future designs and was the usual German fieldgray color made from a wool/rayon mix in a singlebreasted, high-collar, four-pocket design. The turnover collar was faced with a dark-green material and carried two collar-patches in silver braid. The National Emblem (eagle with swastika) was positioned above the right breast pocket. There were four removable metal hooks at waist level, two front, two back, to hold the belt in position and also help bear some of the weight of the personal equipment; there were holes to enable these to be positioned at three different heights to suit the wearer’s build. The shoulder straps were of the sam material as the collar and, like the belt hooks, could be removed for laundering. The sleeves were straight cut with no cuffs. This jacket was worn both in the field and in barracks. In the latter conditions the collar was buttoned and a neckband worn, but when in the field the band was removed and the top button undone. NCOs (Unteroffiziere) wore exactly the same jacket but with the addition of silver braid along the edges of the collar and rank badges on the shoulder straps. Trousers were of a similar material and shoes or boots were worn as appropriate.

[image: Four men in vintage military uniforms pose for a photograph outdoors; three are standing behind while one is seated in front. A building is visible in the background. All faces are visible and no one is smiling.]
A group of comrades from a private photograph, typical of those taken by millions of soldiers in all armies. Notice how their tunics don’t have scalloped pocket flaps, a sign of wartime economy measures. Even though they are not in an operational setting and wearing the handy and lightweight sidecap, the figure on the right still has a bayonet frog attached to his belt.

[image: A mannequin wearing a German World War II military uniform stands upright, featuring a dark helmet, green jacket with visible insignia, a belt at the waist, matching pants, and black boots.]
A junior officer of a mountain unit, complete with edelweiss badge on his right sleeve. His tunic has the green collar backing, while his shoulder straps are edged in the green piping of a mountain unit. His belt is in the officers’ brown colour. The shoulder strap is for his gas mask canister, which is at the back.
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The officers’ tunic was of very similar design, but better quality, the most noticeable visual difference being that the sleeves were fitted with deep cuffs. One noticeable feature for all ranks was that all those entitled to do so wore the ribbons and badges of the many German awards, and in particular the Iron Cross, even in combat.

[image: A mannequin in a World War II-era German military police uniform stands holding a round sign with the words Halt Polizei. The mannequin wears a helmet and has visible military gear and accessories.]
A member of the Feldgendarmerie (military police) with traffic sign and a metal gorget on his chest. His tunic is made from fairly coarse material with simple pockets and field-gray collar and shoulder straps. He has a document pouch attached to his belt and a torch/signalling lamp above his left breast pocket.

Model 1943 Service Tunic

As in so many fields, the vast increase in numbers in the armed forces, coupled with shortages in both materials and skilled workers, led to a drastic cutback in quality and quantity of clothing. This resulted in the Field Jacket Model 1943 (Feldbkluse M1943) which was of a greatly simplified design. The collar and shoulder straps were no longer lined with green material and pocket design was greatly simplified (no pleats and straight cut). Also, a much greater proportion of rayon to wool not only reduced costs on that account but also enabled a much cheaper dying process to be used. The resulting cost-reduction was apparent in the appearance of the jackets, which were very much less smart. At the same time a similarly reworked trouser design went into production, which used the same materials as the blouse, but which were kept up by a cloth belt rather than suspenders (braces).
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THE Afrika Korps

When the German army deployed to north Africa they were equipped with tropical uniforms and equipment. Normally portrayed as a light sand colour, the uniforms as issued were more of a midbrown which faded to sandy-yellow with use. In the early days soldiers were issued with wide-brimmed lightweight sunhelmets, but these were soon discarded in favor of the soft cotton tropical peaked cap.

Tropical versions of boots and equipment were also produced, in the main swapping leather for woven canvas or similar.

These lightweight uniforms and associated equipment were not just used in the western desert but were also worn in Italy, Greece and other Mediterranean theaters. Some of this equipment remained in service through the European campaigns until the end of the war.

[image: A fabric armband featuring the word AFRIKAKORPS embroidered in bold, uppercase white letters. The band is dark in tone and has a slightly textured surface with visible stitching along the edges.]
German motorized and armored units deployed to north Africa became known as the Afrikakorps, and were authorized to wear this woven cuff-band on the sleeves of their uniforms.

[image: A worn fabric patch shows a stylized eagle with outstretched wings clutching a swastika within a wreath. The details are frayed, and the texture is rough from age. The design is centered on the patch.]
A woven breast eagle in Afrikakorps colors. The badges had this blue-gray color on a brown background similar to that of the uniform.

[image: Several soldiers in uniform and helmets stand in neat rows, each holding a rifle on their shoulder. Their long shadows stretch out on the ground. The scene is tinted blue, giving it a cool tone.]
A formation of troops in tropical uniform. The brown color quickly faded to a sandy-yellow color in the sun, while many soldiers also deliberately bleached their uniforms after issue to give that ‘desert veteran’ look.
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[image: A visibly worn military jacket in olive green features four pockets, silver-tone buttons, shoulder insignia, collar tabs, and a small triangular badge with red, white, and black segments on the left chest.]
As with all uniforms, and especially German ones, there were many variations of color and manufacture from batch to batch. This is a dark brown tropical tunic made from denim material, complete with the gray-blue collar and breast badges.

[image: Brown corduroy shorts with side pockets, front zipper, button closure, and belt loops are positioned flat on a white background. The fabric texture and the pocket shapes are clearly visible.]
Tropical uniform also included shorts such as these shown here. They would be worn with short boots and rolled-down socks.

[image: An olive-green military helmet with a wide brim, a small loop centered on top, and a chinstrap secured to the brim. On the side is a shield emblem divided into black, white, and red vertical sections.]
An early pattern sunhelmet in the dark brown color, complete with leather chin strap and national shield on the side.

[image: A pair of olive green high-waisted trousers with a button fly, two visible side pockets, and adjustable straps at both the waist and ankles. The pants have a tailored, vintage appearance with neat seams.]
Tropical pattern trousers showing the loose cut and drawstrings to pull in bottom of trousers.
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Model 1944 Service Tunic

The ever-worsening production situation led to a complete redesign of the field blouse, which whether deliberately or by chance, was similar in design to the British “battledress” jacket. The skirt was deleted and replaced by a halfinch wide waistband, the number of pockets was reduced to two, and while the belt

[image: A military-style wool jacket in olive green, visibly worn, with a folded collar. Four front pockets with flaps and metallic buttons are present, along with metallic buttons running down the center front.]
A late-war tunic with unpleated pockets, shortened tunic skirt and hastily-made from poor-quality material.


Greatcoats


[image: A mannequin wearing a long, buttoned military coat with shoulder epaulets, a matching cap displaying insignia, black belt at the waist, and tall black boots stands upright against a plain background.]
A Lieutenant from a pioneers unit wearing an officers’ pattern greatcoat. Note the green-backed collar and deep turned-back cuffs. He is also wearing a black belt with shoulder strap in the ‘Sam Browne’ style initially popularized by the British.
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[image: A brown leather belt with a worn, aged metal buckle. Both are clearly stamped with an eagle symbol above the words“GOTT MIT UNS.” Only the front surfaces and details of the belt and buckle are visible.]
This belt is made from brown leather, normally seen on officer’s equipment. But the buckle is a standard ‘Other Ranks’ issue, with the Nazi eagle in the centre and “Gott Mit Uns” around the eagle.

[image: A vintage, long military coat with a double-breasted front, silver buttons in two rows, large cuffs, shoulder epaulets, and two visible front pockets; the wool fabric appears faded and blue-gray.]
A well-made greatcoat with NCO lapels with white infantry Waffenfarbe. This one has the gray collar and epaulettes.

Motorcyclists

[image: A mannequin stands wearing a long tan trench coat with military-style detailing, dark boots, and a helmet. The mannequin’s head and hands appear in a neutral grey tone.]
A despatch rider wearing the waterproofed motorcyclist’s greatcoat and with his goggles above his helmet. He also has the late-pattern short boots with fabric gaiters wrapped around the top of his boots and bottom of his trousers.
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Reporting Uniform


[image: A mannequin in a World War Two military uniform and helmet sits on a vintage motorcycle with a large canvas bag attached to the side, surrounded by dry leaves and branches.]
This diorama shows a motorcycle despatch rider wearing a greatcoat, gloves, helmet, goggles, short boot and gaiters. Note the large pack on the back of his motorcycle and the sub-machine gun slung around his chest.

[image: A pair of vintage goggles with round lenses and a beige elastic strap rests above an open, oval metal case. The goggles are facing forward, and the empty case lies directly beneath them on a plain surface.]
A set of goggles and the metal container they were supplied in. Goggles such as these were worn by motorcyclists and were also prized by vehicle drivers and gunners, especially where conditions were dusty or sandy.
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Parade Dress



[image: Several rows of World War II German insignia, badges, patches, and armbands on a white background. Visible designs feature eagles, swastikas, and some items display text in German.]
A selection of woven badges for various uses. The left column shows a range of breast eagles made to various standards by different manufacturers and at different times in the war. The later types at the bottom were much of simpler manufacture and were on triangular or rectangular patches. The central column shows a range of cuff-bands and collar patches, including those identifying members of the Afrikakorps, officers’ training schools, and, at the bottom, members of the last-ditch Volkssturm home guard units. On the right are some more breast eagles and a selection of cap badges.
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[image: A metallic gorget with a chain, displaying an eagle with outstretched wings perched above a swastika. Below this, the word Feldgendarmerie appears prominently on a dark banner.]
A metal gorget on a chain was the badge of office of military policemen. The gorgets were usually worn well-polished and had “Feldgendarmerie” picked out in luminous paint, beneath the Nazi eagle. A key role of the Feldgendarmerie was to direct troops and traffic, especially at night. The luminous paint helped vehicle drivers locate the Feldgendarmerie in the dark.

[image: A ceremonial dagger with a handle wrapped in yellow, an ornate guard, and a dark sheath is shown on a white surface. Leather suspension straps are placed next to the sheath, all items clearly visible.]
A ceremonial dagger and scabbard, with the knotted cord or Portepee on the dagger’s handle to differentiate the wearer’s rank. This dagger is actually a Luftwaffe one.

[image: A vintage dagger with a brown handle and visible inscription on its blade rests horizontally above a metal sheath. The sheath features a belt loop attachment near its opening. Both items are set against a plain background.]
Daggers were an important element of the ceremonial uniform of many Nazi political and military organizations. This one is actually a Sturmabteilung or SA dagger, worn by members of this original Nazi party paramilitary organization, and is unusual in that it has an inscription showing it was a gift from Ernst Rohm, the SA leader. Rohm was eventually arrested and shot by the SS when he was seen as a threat to Hitler’s position. Sensible SA members quickly ground off the Rohm inscription on their daggers, so this one is an unusual intact survivor.

[image: A close-up of a metallic blade shows the text“Alles für Deutschland” etched in ornate Gothic script. The engraving is centrally aligned along the blade’s surface, with crisp letter edges visible.]
A close-up of the engraving on the dagger.

[image: A vintage dagger with a wooden handle and a metal guard, displaying German script along the blade, lies next to a dark sheath accented with metal fittings. Both items are positioned side by side on a plain surface.]
Another ceremonial dagger, this time with “Alles fur Deutschland” engraved on the blade.

48
Headgear

[image: Two side-by-side views show a worn, gray German military helmet from World War Two with scuffs and scratches, a faint crest symbol on the left side, and a single brown chinstrap hanging below.]
The Stahlhelm became the iconic symbol of the German soldier. The one seen here has the remains of the gray paint scheme along with the eagle decal.

Steel Helmet (Stahlhelm)





49
[image: A top-down view shows the interior of a dark military helmet with a tan leather liner featuring round ventilation holes and an attached brown chin strap. Only the inside components are visible.]
An excellent view of the leather liner and chin strap. The liner could be adjusted using the tie string to suit the wearer, while the strap had an adjustable buckle.

[image: Close-up of a rough, curved metallic surface featuring a small, irregular patch on the upper left. The metal appears dull gray with slight texture, showing fine lines and uneven spots across its surface.]
Early war helmets had a rolled rim. Late-war production (seen here) removed this as an economy measure and used a straightforward cut edge.

50
[image: A worn dark metal helmet sits angled, with scuffs and scratches visible. On the side is a shield-shaped insignia bearing two lightning bolts. The insignia appears faded but discernible against the metal surface.]
Instead of the national shield on the side, this helmet bears SS insignia. It also has a black paint scheme which suggests it saw ceremonial use rather than combat.

[image: Detailed view of a dark, aged helmet’s interior rim with visible leather straps and padding; handwritten in yellow on the surface is the text “SS-Panzer Grenadiers.”.]
The interior of the SS helmet above. The wearer’s name can be seen painted on the inside of the rim. Note also the rolled edge rim and how it compares to the helmet on the previous page.
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[image: A worn military helmet with a small emblem on one side, showing a simple, rounded shape. The helmet has visible ventilation holes and an aged texture. The surface displays signs of use and slight scuffing.]
This helmet has the faint remains of a camouflage pattern painted on it. Such patterns were often applied at unit level.

[image: A worn military helmet with visible hexagonal wire netting covering the surface, and a mesh section extending over the front edge. The helmet appears aged and is shown without any additional accessories.]
A helmet with ‘chicken wire’ netting and face screen The wearer could attach foliage or hessian strips to the wire as camouflage and to break up the outline of the helmet.
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Helmet Covers


[image: A tan military helmet cover with an elastic edge, displaying a camouflage pattern in varied brown and green shades. The fabric appears fitted and textured, covering the helmet’s rounded form.]
Some Wehrmacht soldiers cut up Zeltbahn to make splinter-camouflaged helmet covers.

[image: A military helmet with a camouflage cover patterned in brown and black fabric, visible stitching along the seams, and a single chin strap hanging beneath the helmet against a plain background.]
SS units had a range of reversible camouflage helmet covers such as the one seen here.

[image: A brown World War II-era military helmet with tan netting on top, displayed on a faceless mannequin. The helmet features a visible chin strap resting against the front of the mannequin’s neck.]
String netting could also be used to hold foliage to break up the outline of the helmet.

[image: A mannequin head wears a vintage military helmet with a raised crest and an attached leather chinstrap. The helmet fits snugly on the head, displaying its rounded shape and period detailing typical of early to mid-twentieth century design.]
Some soldiers put the strap from their breadbag around their helmet to give somewhere to mount foliage.

[image: Two soldiers in camouflage and ghillie suits lie prone in thick green foliage, aiming a rifle or machine gun forward. Their faces are partially obscured by vegetation. The entire scene has a greenish tint.]
Camouflaged helmet covers and fabric face veils help make this machine gun team more difficult to spot.

53
Uniform Cap


[image: Two faceless figures in World War II-era German military uniforms and peaked caps stand side by side; one wears a standard uniform, the other a long coat with a fur collar. Only their upper halves are shown.]
The green piping and silver strap on the field hat at top shows the wearer is a Panzergrenadier officer, while the red piping and no strap on the hat below indicates the wearer is an NCO from an artillery or self-propelled gun unit.

[image: A peaked military cap in gray and black, displaying a silver eagle insignia and a skull emblem on the front, with silver piping along the edges and a decorative silver cord above the black visor.]
An immaculate field cap belonging to an SS officer (note the death’s head badge and curved wingtips on the eagle. This one has the spring stiffener inside the crown, unlike the two hats above.
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Officers’ Field Cap Old-style




Officers’ Field Cap New-design


[image: Two gray military side caps with white piping and insignia are shown from two angles. One cap displays an embroidered eagle over a swastika, the other features a circular patch. Both have visible stitching and folds.]
Two examples of the officers’ field cap. The one above belonged to a signals officer.



Field Cap


[image: Two olive-green military side caps lying side by side on a white background. The left cap displays an eagle and swastika patch above a circular roundel, while the right cap has only the circular roundel visible.]
Two field caps – the one above with the red trim of an artillery soldier.
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Mountain Cap


[image: A mannequin with no head wears a green military-style cap decorated with goggles and pins, paired with a light jacket featuring a lace-up collar.]
A mountain soldier with a peaked Bergmutze or mountain cap. He also has goggles to protect his eyes from glare and snow reflections at high altitudes.



Standard Field Cap, Model 1943


[image: An olive-green World War II German military field cap with a short visor. On the front are two insignia: an eagle emblem above a circular cockade symbol, both prominently displayed.]
The mountain cap proved to be so useful that it formed the basis of the Model 1943 standard issue field cap.
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Sunhelmet


[image: A brown felt pith helmet with a wide, downward-sloping brim, a chin strap, and a front badge depicting a black eagle. An inset displays the helmet’s interior lining with green and red sections.]
An early pattern sunhelmet in brown, complete with national eagle on the side.

[image: A tan pith helmet with a wide brim and chin strap, displaying a tricolor shield emblem on the front. The interior is visible, lined with padding in red, green, and beige.]
This sunhelmet is in a lighter, sand color.
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Tropical Cap


[image: A khaki field cap with a stiff visor, bearing a metal eagle insignia above a round emblem on the front panel. The cap has minimal visible stitching and structured sides.]
The tropical cap soon replaced the sunhelmet and was made from lighter material than the field cap.

[image: A beige military field cap with an extended neck flap. Two insignias are displayed on the front: a circular roundel above an eagle symbol. The cap is structured and clearly designed for sun protection.]
A tropical cap, complete with fold-down neck protection, worn in the main by Luftwaffe personnel of the Ramcke parachute brigade and Herman Goering Division in north Africa and Italy.

[image: A tan military side cap with an embroidered white wing insignia on one side and a circular emblem featuring a red center on the front. The cap is neatly stitched and appears structured in shape.]
A Luftwaffe side cap in lightweight tropical material and desert colors.
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Cold-Weather Headgear



Fur Caps


Cap Badges




[image: A person in a thick, fur-lined coat and hat stands outside in snow, holding an object against their chest. The scene has an old-fashioned look with grainy tones and no visible color details.]
In their first Russian winter German soldiers were largely left to improvise warm weather clothing and headgear from civilian furs and other materials.

[image: A close-up shows the chest of a military uniform with two rows of brass buttons, a fabric patch above the left pocket, and three rectangular ribbons pinned on the right side. The uniform has a visible stitched seam.]
A fine set of metal eagle, metal cockade and wreath on the front of an officer’s peaked field cap.
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[image: Several visible party symbols arranged together, including a raised fist, a torch, and an open book. The symbols are grouped closely, each with clear outlines and distinct shapes.]
A selection of cap badge eagles including Luftwaffe and army versions.









[image: Three German military insignias: at the top, a detailed eagle clutching a swastika; below, two cap badges with embroidered wreaths of oak leaves and central circular emblems. All elements are clearly defined and visible.]
Two versions of the woven cockade and wreath that was mounted at the front of the peaked cap.
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Decorations



[image: A worn gray paper envelope labeled“Eisernes Kreuz 2. Klasse 1939” with a red, white, and black striped ribbon attached, the ribbon partially protruding from the top of the envelope.]
This Iron Cross 2nd Class has never been awarded and is in the original packaging.

[image: A World War II-era Iron Cross medal featuring a swastika at its center, displayed once on wrinkled paper and once attached to a ribbon with visible red, white, and black stripes.]
The Iron Cross 2nd Class was awarded for acts of exceptional bravery. Some recipients wore the medal on their combat tunic; others wore the ribbon sewn to the second buttonhole of their tunic.

[image: A bronze medal featuring two crossed swords hangs from a striped ribbon of red, white, and black, placed beside a worn tan envelope displaying German text on the front. Both objects rest on a flat surface.]
The War Merit medal was awarded to both civilian and military personnel. This one has crossed rifles to indicate that the recipient has seen combat action.

[image: An oval badge displaying an eagle with wings spread wide, clutching a laurel wreath in its talons, with a sword and stick grenade crossed directly beneath, all elements rendered prominently within the oval border.]
The Assault badge was awarded for three separate actions on three separate occasions. Patterns exist for taking part in 50, 75 and 100 assaults, indicated by a number on the badge.

[image: A close-up of a round badge featuring bold text in the center and a simple border around the edge, with fine lines and surface details clearly visible.]
: The Wound Medal was awarded to those wounded in action.

[image: A military badge featuring an eagle perched on a swastika, with crossed sword and grenade beneath. The design is encircled by an oak leaf wreath, and a rectangular box at the bottom displays the number seventy-five.]
A superb example of the the “75” version of the Assault Badge.
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[image: A bronze badge showing two crossed rifles beneath a perched eagle holding a swastika in its talons, with oak leaf clusters along the sides. The design is intricate and highly detailed.]
The Close Combat clasp was awarded in bronze, silver and gold for 15, 30 and 50 days of unsupported close combat respectively.

[image: A metallic badge shows an eagle perched atop a swastika. A rifle is angled diagonally through the center, enclosed by a detailed oak leaf wreath. The design has strong relief and prominent textures.]
The Infantry Assault badge was awarded after at least three infantry engagements, including assaults, counter-attacks or hand-to-hand combat.

[image: A bronze medal with a red ribbon featuring white and black stripes. The medal shows an eagle with outstretched wings above a soldier and another person holding a laurel wreath.]
The Eastern Front medal was given to those who fought through the Russian winter of 1941–42. The winter had been so severe that the soldiers nicknamed the medal the Gefrierfleischorder or “Frozen Meat Order”.

[image: A gold medal hangs from a ribbon striped with red, white, and green. On the front of the medal is an embossed design showing four Asiatic lions standing back-to-back, which is India’s national emblem.]
An Italian-instigated medal, this was intended to honor the German-Italian alliance and was awarded to German soldiers who fought in the Afrikakorps.

[image: A rectangular ribbon with dark borders and a metallic-looking center, displaying a raised tank icon in the middle. The edges are separated from the center by thin lines, and all design elements are clearly defined.]
The Tank Destroyer decoration was worn high on the right sleeve and awarded to those who had destroyed a tank in close combat.

[image: A bronze German WWII badge featuring an eagle with outstretched wings perched atop a swastika, the years nineteen forty-one and nineteen forty-two, and a raised map labeled KRIM (Crimea) with detailed relief.]
Arm shields were given to commemorate a campaign or series of actions. This one is the Krim shield, given to those who fought in the Crimea from 1941–42.

[image: A vintage German military certificate with the heading Der Führer, featuring official stamps, handwritten signatures, typed and handwriting in German; the document awards a medal and displays formal layout elements.]
The official certificate given to a recipient of the Iron Cross.
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BOOTS

[image: Three soldiers lie flat in deep snow, wearing heavy winter clothing and snowshoes on their feet. They are positioned side by side, facing away from the camera within a wide, snowy landscape.]
Snowshoes were an essential aid to mobility in mountainous and severe winter conditions.

[image: A close-up view shows a black lace-up boot on a foot, with dark green trousers neatly tucked into the top of the boot. Only the lower leg and boot are visible against a neutral background.]
Short ankle boots became more common towards the end of the war and were worn with gaiters or puttees.
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Anklets

[image: A close-up shows two worn leather boots with scuffed toes, laced up and on someone with pants rolled above the ankles. The boots have visible creases and texture from use. Only the lower legs are visible.]
Here the baggy camouflage trousers come down to the ankle boots.




[image: Two vintage boots made of brown and black felt and leather are shown side by side. Each boot has a thick sole and a leather strap crossing the front, with visible stitching details on the uppers.]
Once the severity of the Russian winter was realized, these felt and leather overboots were made to fit over the normal boots of sentries in snow conditions.

[image: Two black leather knee-high boots worn over dark pants, shown from the front. The boots display slight wear with visible creases around the ankle area. Only the lower legs and feet are visible in the image.]
The high leather “jackboot” became a symbol of the German fighting man.

[image: Two tall black leather boots appear worn; one boot stands upright while the other lies on its side, exposing metal studs on the sole. Both boots have creased shafts, visible stitching, and rounded toes.]
The high leather boots had studs driven into the soles.

[image: A pair of tall, vintage lace-up boots with brown leather soles and toes, beige canvas uppers, and leather straps near the top. The boots show visible wear and slight scuffing on the surfaces.]
Leather and canvas boots made for desert and tropical service. Many Afrikakorps soldiers discarded them in favor of shorts and ankle boots.
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Camouflage




[image: A fabric section displays a camouflage pattern with abstract, jagged shapes and small streaks in green, brown, and tan. A single metal grommet appears in the bottom right corner of the cloth.]
The splinter pattern had hard edges and an overprinted “falling rain” pattern.

[image: A mannequin dressed in a green camouflage military uniform and helmet stands upright. It carries a backpack with a long stick, a canteen, an ammunition box, and holds a rifle horizontally across its chest.]
A Wehrmacht pioneer wearing a two-piece splinter camouflage outfit, with white winter camouflage on the inside.
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[image: A mannequin in a World War Two German military uniform stands holding a long stick with a white surrender flag. The outfit features camouflage clothing, a helmet, and a belt with several pouches.]
This figure seems rather relieved to be surrendering! He is wearing a later version of the Wehrmacht’s splinter camouflage but with much softer outlines to the color patches. This style was known as “marsh” or “water” pattern.

[image: A mannequin torso displays a loose, long-sleeved smock with camouflage patterns of green and brown dots. The garment has a gathered waist and neck opening, draping over the form without visible fasteners.]
An SS camouflage smock in the spring/summer “plane tree” pattern. The fall pattern is on the reverse of the material.

[image: Irregular brown and yellow patches scattered across a textured, slightly crumpled surface. The pattern is abstract and organic, with mottled spots and varied shades of brown and yellow filling the image.]
SS patterns were copyrighted to make sure the Army couldn’t use them. This is the fall version of the “plane tree” pattern.

[image: A structured cap with a flat, broad top and a short visor, displaying an irregular green and brown camouflage pattern across its surface. The cap has a band above the visor and visible stitching along the edges.]
An SS field cap in faded “oak leaf” summer/spring pattern. The hat could be turned inside out to show the fall/pattern.
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[image: A mannequin wears a World War II-era German camouflage uniform with visible SS insignia, equipped with multiple pouches, a belt, slings over the shoulders, and assorted field gear.]
A smock in the summer variant of the SS “palm tree” pattern, with jagged lines outlining some of the green patches.

[image: A mannequin in World War II-era military uniform kneels by a mounted machine gun, surrounded by several ammunition boxes and equipment bags, wearing a helmet and full camouflage gear.]
A paratrooper in the Luftwaffe “splinter B” variant of the army pattern.

[image: Irregular, flowing forms in various shades of brown, beige, and tan create an abstract camouflage-like pattern on a textured surface, with both light and dark organic shapes overlapping throughout.]
A very faded example of the spring/summer variant of the SS “oak leaf” pattern.

[image: A mannequin wearing a World War II German camouflage uniform with a mottled pattern, leather belt, ammo pouches, and a holstered pistol. The figure stands upright with arms at its sides.]
A late-war tunic and mitten gloves in SS “oak leaf” pattern. Tunics such as these were intended to replace the earlier smocks.

[image: An abstract pattern showing irregular shapes in brown, yellow, and tan scattered over a beige background. The shapes differ in form and size, closely packed to create a textured, organic camouflage appearance.]
The fall/winter variant of the SS “oak leaf” pattern.
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[image: A mannequin wearing a military uniform in green and brown camouflage, tall black boots, a belt with several pouches, and a green side bag stands holding a rifle by its side.]
An SS soldier in “dot” or “pea” pattern camouflage. This was an attempt to produce an all-season pattern and there was only the one variant. He is also wearing a sidecap, rifle ammunition pouches on his belt and a gas cape across his chest. Note the entrenching tool on the right.

[image: A single round spinach tortilla wrap sits on a flat white surface. The wrap appears smooth, uniformly green, and plain with no additional items or textures present in the image.]
A helmet net which also functioned as a mosquito net and camouflaged face veil.

[image: A mannequin stands against a plain white background, wearing a white military winter uniform with fur collar, leather gloves, boots, belt, chest harness, satchel, and gray cap displaying an insignia.]
An NCO from an artillery or assault gun unit wearing a padded winter jacket with fur-lined collar. He is wearing short boots with gaiters and has binoculars in the case around his neck. From his belt hangs a map case and a pistol holster.

[image: A close-up of fabric showing an abstract camouflage pattern with irregular spots and shapes in brown, green, and tan, blending together across the surface. No distinguishable objects or figures are visible.]
A faded example of the SS “dot” pattern. While there was only one official pattern, the exact details of the print varied from batch to batch.
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Personal Field Equipment

[image: A rectangular satchel with a fluffy brown fur flap, tan fabric sides, and a small leather strap fastened by a button on the front. The satchel’s simple design is clearly visible against the background.]
The infantryman’s backpack was the Tornistor, a fabric and leather item with a cowhide cover flap and which was attached to the “Y” harness on the shoulder. The Tornistor opened up and was intended to hold spare boots, clean shirt and other items necessary for living in the field.

[image: A vintage military-style backpack with a textured fur flap, two leather straps fastening the front, and canvas sides. Several metal rings and clasps are attached at the top and along each side of the bag.]
The front view of the Tornistor, showing the side that rested against the soldier’s back. The hooks at the top which attached to the “Y” harness are clearly visible, as are the “D” rings on top of the pack to which the Zeltbahn shelter and blanket were strapped.

[image: A vintage khaki canvas military haversack is shown with two buttoned straps fastened at the top and two horizontal loops sewn onto the front of the bag. The texture and stitching details are clearly visible.]
When in light fighting order the soldier would carry essential items, including a day’s rations, in the a bag known as a Brotbeutel or “breadbag”. Contents could include washing kit, field cap and other items. The bag was normally attached to the belt and hung down at the back.



[image: A rectangular canvas pouch in khaki, featuring two straps and metal loops at the top, a central button closure, and two black fabric loops attached to the front.]
Another breadbag, this time made from a much greener fabric than the previous. As well as being attached to the belt, the bag could also be slung over the shoulder using a long woven fabric strap. The two strap loops at the back were used to attach a waterbottle and mess tins.
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[image: A mannequin in a WWII German soldier uniform stands upright, wearing a helmet, jacket, trousers, boots, and field gear. Annotations highlight visible badges, a rifle slung over the shoulder, and several utility pouches.]
71
[image: A labeled diagram shows a WWII German soldier from behind with helmet, uniform, boots, full backpack, bedroll, canteen, mess kit, shovel, gas mask canister and field gear. Insets show close-ups of the equipment.]
72
Items Carried by the Infantry Soldier

[image: German soldiers in World War II uniforms move across uneven ground, holding rifles and gear. Some crouch low, while others advance upright. The scene is captured in a wartime photograph with rugged terrain visible.]
A member of a machine gun team moves toward a trench. As well as his rifle and personal equipment he carries a case of ammunition and a box for a spare barrel on his back.

BELT


Harness
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[image: Two antique bayonets with metal blades and wooden handles, each fully sheathed in scabbards featuring brass fittings and leather securing straps, are displayed side by side horizontally on a plain white surface.]
Bayonet frogs could be hung from the belt or attached to the entrenching tool.

[image: Vintage military gear displayed on a white background, including several pouches, a sheathed bayonet, a canteen, two mess tins, and suspenders all arranged and attached to a single webbing belt.]
Some of the basic belt gear of the German infantryman. On each side of the buckle are the black leather ammunition pouches for the Kar 98 rifle. Further to the rear, on the left, is a bayonet frog and bayonet. At the rear is the Brotbeutel haversack and on top of this and also hanging from the belt is the M1931 canteen, in this case with bakelite cup and plastic-impregnated wood cover. Next to it is the M1931 mess tin set in olive drab. Missing from this set is the tool carrier, entrenching tool and separate gas mask canister. The “Y” harness is also shown separately, above the belt. This one is made from fabric webbing rather than black leather.
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[image: A worn cylindrical metal container with a ribbed, textured surface and a hinged lid, displaying a faded yellow finish. An olive green canvas shoulder strap is attached to the side.]
The gas mask was held in a cylindrical metal container, usually painted gray, but in this case yellow.

[image: A khaki canvas military ammunition pouch with several compartments and visible straps is shown open. In front of the pouch lies one metal magazine, aligned parallel to the base of the bag.]
Men equipped with the MP38 or MP40 sub-machine guns had these triple ammunition pouches sized for the long 32-round magazines. Initially these pouches were made from leather, but many later ones were made from fabric with leather fixings, as seen here.
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[image: A vintage brown leather case with a visibly aged, open flap displays several small wooden tools or pencils neatly arranged in compartments, with wear marks highlighting its age and use.]
NCOs and officers often carried a leather case which held a map, pencils, markers, and message paper.

[image: Two military suspenders are shown side by side: the left is dark brown leather with metal buckles, while the right is tan fabric with several adjustment straps and metal hardware, both for equipment attachment.]
Two examples of the “Y” harness, one in the original black leather, the other in lighter woven fabric. The single rear strap was attached to the rear of the belt while the two shoulder straps were passed through the tunic shoulder straps then attached to hooks on the ammunition pouches on the front of the belt. In this way heavy loads were distributed evenly on the waist and shoulders. Initially introduced for tropical and hot climates, fabric harnesses were also used elsewhere towards the end of the war as materials ran out.
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Water Bottle And Canteen



[image: A vintage military canteen wrapped in brown fabric sits upright with a metal cup fitted on top, held in place by a black leather strap buckled at the neck. The canteen shows visible age and texture.]
the M31 waterbottle normally had a felt cover, which was supposed to help insulate the contents from extremes of temperature. This one has the larger metal cup which has held on by the leather strap around the outside.

[image: Two vintage canteens covered in brown fabric with black straps, a metal cup, and a dented metal mug are arranged together on a white background.]
Clearly visible on these two bottles is the metal screw top, complete with the holding strap to prevent it being lost in the dark!

77
[image: Three vintage military canteens, each with a felt cover and leather strap, are arranged side by side. Each canteen has a metal cup attached on top, all set against a plain white background.]
The water bottle and associated cup came in many minor variations. Here we show a large metal cup on the left, a large bakelite cup in the center and a small bakelite version on the right.

[image: A single metal spork with visible wear on its handle, showing both spoon and fork prongs. The utensil is centered and placed on a plain white background. Only the spork is present in the image.]
A neat cutlery set with the fork and spoon fixed together by a rivet.

[image: Four aged metal utensils—a can opener, knife, spoon, and fork—are laid out side by side horizontally. Each shows visible signs of wear with scratches and tarnish. All handles point left; utensil heads to the right.]
Another cutlery set, this time of separate items which clipped together for storage. Note the can opener at the top.

[image: A small metal tool with a flat, rectangular handle and a rounded, curved blade that has several notches along its edge, all parts visible and attached as one piece.]
The same set, this time clipped together.

[image: A metal utensil with a spoon on one end and a fork on the other, joined by a visible hinge at the center. The handle is detailed with decorative patterns. Both spoon and fork are clearly defined.]
The attached spoon and fork opened out for use.
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[image: Three military-style mess kit items: an open canister in green, a metal pan with an attached handle, and a closed container secured by a black strap. All three pieces exhibit visible wear and scuff marks.]
Two sets of mess-tins in olive drab (some were painted gray). The lid doubles as a shallow pan, complete with fold-down handle.

[image: Two green metal military mess tins with wire handles are pictured, one standing upright and the other resting on its side. Both tins display weathered, worn surfaces.]
Most mess-tins ended up with chipped paint after some service, such as the one on the left. The one on the right is in almost pristine condition and doesn’t appear to have seen much campaign service. Note the leather strap used to attach the mess-tins to the breadbag or sometimes to the back of the “Y” harness.
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[image: Two German soldiers in World War II uniforms stand outdoors beside a brick wall, each holding a rifle. Both wear helmets and full military gear, and their expressions are serious. The scene is composed and direct.]
SS troops setting up in a farmyard. The rifleman has Kar98 ammunition pouches, a gas cape on his chest and two grenades tucked into his belt.
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Gas Mask


[image: A cylindrical metal canister with ribbed sides, hinged lid, and a worn appearance. It is painted green and has an attached beige canvas shoulder strap. The style is utilitarian or military.]
The gas mask case was a cylindrical metal container, usually slung over the shoulder with its own strap.

[image: A mannequin head wears a vintage gas mask. Beside it, an open cylindrical storage container with a strap stands upright, and in front of both lies a small metal accessory on the flat surface.]
The gas mask was a compact unit with a changeable filter at the front. German soldiers carried gas masks almost all the way through the war, even long after the chances of gas being a worthwhile Allied weapon had passed.

[image: A cylindrical metal canister with a shoulder strap is shown open. A folded paper rests inside the lid, and strapping or equipment fills the main compartment. The canister has a vintage appearance and visible clasps.]
An opened canister, showing the gas mask packed inside.
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[image: A dark brown leather belt with a rectangular metal buckle, which displays an embossed eagle design above the words“Gott mit uns” arranged in a circular pattern around the central emblem.]
The belt was a strong item made from black or sometimes brown leather. Most field equipment and ammunition pouches were hung from this, and it was supported by the “Y” shoulder harness.

Field Dressing


[image: A small rectangular cloth package with German printed text and the year nineteen forty clearly visible, suggesting it might be a vintage medical or military supply item. All visible details are neatly shown on the package.]
Bandages and field dressings were carried by all solders, no matter the rank. Unit standard procedures usually specified where they were to be carried, which allowed a wounded man’s comrades to find his dressing quickly.

[image: A worn metal shovel with a pointed blade stands upright, its long wooden handle extending upward. The shovel is centered against a plain white background, with visible signs of use on both blade and handle.]
The folding entrenching tool was an essential part of the frontline infantryman’s kit. Folded, it hung from a strap on the belt kit.

[image: Tan canvas military-style backpack laid flat, viewed from above; features multiple zippers, several pockets of different sizes, and visible metal loops on the front and sides.]
Improvisation is an essential skill for the field soldier, typified by this handy kit bag, converted from a standard military-issue shirt.
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Making Life Easier



[image: Three handwritten letters are present: two opened to display cursive writing on aged paper, and one blue, folded envelope with an address visible, placed on top of the others.]
Mail from home was an important morale booster for every soldier. These are letters captured on the battlefield by Allied troops.

[image: Two round plastic containers with lids, one black and one orange. The black container sits open, showing its empty inside. The orange container’s lid is slightly ajar, partially revealing the interior.]
Most soldiers were issued with these Bakelite dishes intended to carry butter, fat or other foodstuffs in their ration packs.

[image: A vintage radio cabinet with sliding doors, each adorned with Nazi insignia such as eagles and swastikas. The doors are open, revealing a visible radio unit and speaker inside the cabinet.]
A civilian radio receiver made for Luftwaffe use. Troops could gather round this to listen to faint crackly programmes transmitted from the homeland.
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[image: A worn olive-green canvas pouch with black straps and metal buttons sits open. “OT 44” is printed inside the top flap. The design appears vintage and utilitarian, with visible creases and signs of use.]
While there was an official list of what should be carried in the breadbag, most men found space for extra personal items as well.

[image: A worn, rectangular metal box with a hinged lid that is partly open. The container appears aged with scuffs and has metal handles attached to each side. It shows a faded, yellow-toned exterior.]
Food supply was a constant concern of every soldier. Insulated boxes were used to transport cooked food to the frontline trenches. If it didn’t necessary arrive piping hot, it might at least still be warm.

[image: A small cylindrical metal lighter sits upright with its removable cap placed nearby. The top of the lighter reveals a wheel and a wick, both clearly visible in the image. No other objects are present.]
A flint and gasoline cigarette lighter was an essential part of the soldier’s kit.

[image: An assortment of vintage cigarette and tobacco packs in varied shapes and colors sits in neat rows on a white background. Several packages show German text and distinct retro graphic designs.]
A selection of comfort items such as cigarettes, tobacco, matches, soap, needle and thread, and aspirin.
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Zeltbahn


[image: An open, aged book displays two pages with line drawings of people, diagrams of shelters, and a table containing several rows of symbols alongside text in a serif font. The paper edges look worn, and the title is in German.]
An infantry instruction manual showing how to fold a Zeltbahn and construct a shelter.



[image: A triangular fabric piece with a visible green and brown camouflage pattern, displaying multiple round metal grommets evenly spaced along its three edges. The material appears sturdy and slightly textured.]
A superbly effective design, the Zeltbahn could be a poncho, a ground sheet, windbreak, stretcher or part of a shelter.
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Personal Identification



[image: A worn brown book cover with a black illustration of a helmeted soldier in uniform above German text that reads Für unsere Soldaten. The design is centered; the surface shows visible signs of wear.]
A soldier’s pocket book containing tips and hints on living in the field.

[image: Several heavily corroded metal military dog tags with visible stamped text, some visibly bent or broken, are scattered and overlapping on a flat white surface.]
A selection of identity discs showing how the top and bottom halves could be separated.
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Medical Equipment

[image: Three mannequins dressed as WWII German soldiers, one with a red cross armband, are tending to a wounded mannequin on the ground. Open medical kits and supplies are before them. A German language sign hangs in the background.]
A well-equipped medical post with a Medical Officer and field medic tending a casualty. Note the prominent Red Cross markings on the medic’s tunic and helmet.
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[image: A mannequin wears a vintage nurse’s uniform: white apron with a red cross over a long-sleeved, striped dress and white collar. An informational placard is pinned to the front of the apron.]
A nurse’s uniform, complete with photographs and ID certificate of the woman who wore it. Female nurses normally operated in field hospitals which were some distance behind the front.

[image: A wooden box labeled“Sanitätskasten” with a red cross; the top image shows it closed, while the bottom image displays it open, revealing several orderly compartments filled with medical instruments and supplies.]
A typical box holding medical supplies and equipment for a field dressing station.
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[image: An open black medical kit box with assorted medical supplies, tools, and bandages organized inside; instruction sheets and a booklet labeled in German are propped up at the back inside the lid.]
A Truppenbesteck was a standard medical pack with all the items needed for a front line field dressing station. This is the 1943 pattern, and with the lid open, it can be seen that it still has all the original contents. Note the contents list and book of first aid procedures inside the lid of the box.
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[image: Assorted vintage medical items—bandages, various boxes, first aid kits, pill bottles, scissors, and several instruction booklets—neatly arranged on a white background.]
An array of supplies form a German military medical kit. Visible are packs of field dressings, bandages, medicines, sutures, antiseptic cream, vials of iodine, other chemicals, reference material and dosage charts.
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Command in the Field


[image: A black lensatic compass displayed on a white surface, shown in two positions: one open revealing the dial, and one closed with the lid covering the face. Both are side by side, clearly emphasizing their forms.]
A prismatic compass is essential to field navigation, where it allows the user to take a bearing from the map then sight on a terrain feature on the correct bearing and march towards it.

[image: A well-used khaki canvas pouch displays a faded eagle emblem and white German text “Nicht in feindeshand fallen lassen!” on the front. The pouch fastens with two small round metal buttons.]
Industrialized armies run on paperwork and the German military was no exception. This pouch was used by despatch riders, officers and headquarters staff to carry documents.

[image: Two images of a wooden case: in the first, the case is closed with visible hinges and clasps; in the second, the open case reveals a folded map, a pencil, and a round navigation tool arranged inside.]
A folding wooden mapboard with map and pencils inside. It could be easily carried then opened up to consult the map.
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[image: A metal flare gun with a dark grip rests beside several flare cartridges, a cartridge holder, and a round container labeled“Sicher Signalpatronen,” all items arranged on a flat surface.]
Signaling in the field could be difficult when units were out of voice range. One method was to use colored flares from a pistol such as this.

[image: A pair of brass binoculars with black eyepieces and a worn leather neck strap lies on a white background. The binoculars have an aged look, with visible metal parts and textured leather details.]
A smaller set of binoculars in sand-yellow paint.

[image: Black binoculars with a neck strap lie beside an open leather carrying case. The inside of the case is padded and brown. Both items are shown on a flat surface.]
German optics were universally admired, and their binoculars were made to such a high standard that captured ones were prized by Allied soldiers.

[image: Vintage black binoculars with a textured grip are placed beside a brown leather carrying case featuring a strap and buckle. Both items rest on a flat surface, clearly visible in the image.]
Another set of binoculars with a brown leather case and strap. Note the double cap for the eyepieces.
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Pioneers & Sappers


[image: A soldier wearing a camouflage uniform and helmet is shown from both front and back, carrying a rifle, backpack, axe, canteen, brown case, and wearing dark boots with various visible gear attached.]
A heavily-laden pioneer with camouflaged suit, helmet cover and gloves is ready to place explosives or an anti-tank mine.
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[image: Two spades are shown with wooden handles and metal blades. One has a T-shaped handle, while the other features a rounded knob. Both blades are flat with slight curves along their edges.]
The shovel is one of the most basic of infantry tools. Shown here are two versions with different handle lengths and styles.

[image: Several soldiers in military uniforms crouch beside a large tank on a grassy field. Thick smoke or an explosion rises behind them, and their postures indicate they are seeking cover. The scene is tense and active.]
Sappers hide behind a wrecked Soviet T34 tank, ready to dash forward with their Teller mines.

[image: A weathered, square metal box with visible wear, two clasps on adjacent corners, a side handle, and the text “T.Mi.42” printed in block letters on the top surface. The paint appears patchy and aged.]
The case for a single Teller anti-tank mine.

[image: A vintage military field radio generator with a prominent crank handle on top, several metal dials on the front panel, and a label featuring detailed printed instructions attached to the lower section.]
An electrical ignition device used to trigger the detonators in explosive charges and demolitions.
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[image: A vintage bolt cutter with visibly rusted jaws and brown wooden handles resting on a white background. The tool shows signs of wear, and the metal parts display pitting and corrosion from age.]
Short-handled wire cutters of the type issued to assault teams when they were tasked with breaking through enemy defenses.

[image: Two vintage bolt cutters with wooden handles and metal blades rest beside a canvas storage pouch. The pouch is tan in color and features a black leather flap closure. All items are clearly visible and laid out flat.]
Powerful, long-handled wire cutters likely to be used by pioneers when clearing an attack route, usually under cover of darkness.

[image: A long saw with a serrated handle and wooden grip lies beneath a black leather sheath. The saw has large, sharp teeth. The sheath features a securing strap. Both items are shown on a plain background.]
A pioneer saw used to cut wood for defensive or general construction work. Note the leather “scabbard”.
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[image: A soldier kneels beside a small tracked vehicle, adjusting its controls. Another uniformed man stands nearby. They are outside against a brick wall with a faded sign. The image appears historical and militaristic.]
The Goliath was a tiny remote-controlled vehicle which could be driven up to an enemy position where its large explosive charge could be detonated by the operator.
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Infantry Weapons



[image: Two soldiers wearing helmets lie flat in tall grass, both facing a field. The soldier in front looks through the rifle’s sights, while the second lies close behind. Several pieces of equipment rest on the ground nearby.]
The Kar98 rifle was reliable, effective and was the equal of any other bolt-action rifle. Its only weakness was the small magazine capacity. The soldier behind the rifleman is aiming an MG15, a machine gun designed for aircraft use but also pressed into service as an infantry weapon.
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[image: Two German soldiers in WWII uniforms and helmets walk through a grassy field, holding weapons and carrying gear. Several other soldiers are seen further back in the field. The scene is shown without color.]
The MP40 provided a useful degree of close-range firepower while being compact and easily carried in a vehicle.
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Rifles


[image: A mannequin wearing a World War II-era German camouflage uniform stands upright with a helmet, black boots, patterned jacket and pants. A belt with pouches is around the waist, and the mannequin holds a rifle vertically.]
An SS trooper in ‘Oak Leaf’ pattern camouflage smock, trousers and gloves, complete with helmet cover. His weapon is the G43 Germany’s most effective semi-automatic rifle design. As with many weapons produced towards the end of the war, poor quality materials and factory work prevented the G43 from reaching its full potential. Note that this man has black leather ammunition Kar 98 pouches on one side and light fabric G43 types on the other.

Mauser Gewehr Model 1898













[image: A vintage bolt-action rifle with a smooth wooden stock and prominent iron sights, displayed in clear side profile against a plain white background. The length and details of the barrel and stock are fully visible.]
The Mauser 98 was a tough, reliable rifle that fought throughout World War I. Many saw service in World War II, although by then the main German infantry weapon was the shortened carbine version.
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[image: Three soldiers with helmets lie flat on a grassy field, each aiming a rifle straight ahead. All are positioned close together and focused forward. The scene captures a moment of readiness in a military setting.]
For most of the war the core of the German Army was the infantryman armed with a bolt-action rifle. As the war progressed, men like these would be more likely to have automatic weapons.

Sniper Rifle


[image: Five rifle cartridges stand upright in a row, held together by a metal clip. The metal surfaces appear worn with visible rust patches and darkened areas, highlighting their aged condition.]
Most German rifle ammunition was of 7.92 × 57 mm caliber. (The first dimension gives the nominal diameter of the projectile, the second the length of the cartridge case.) These are actually inert training rounds, recognizable by the indents along the length of the cartridge case. They are held in the 5-round charger used to load the rounds into the rifle’s magazine.

[image: A person dressed in winter camouflage lies flat on the ground, aiming a rifle forward. Snow-covered branches partially obscure their figure. The scene is viewed from directly overhead.]
A sniper in Russia in the winter months. His fur cap provides both warmth and camouflage against the foliage and snow background. He is also wearing a white oversuit.
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Karabiner 98k


[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock, metal barrel, and iron sights is shown resting horizontally on a plain white background. The rifle’s length and main features are fully visible in the image.]
The most successful bolt-action rifle ever made, the K98 or Kar 98 was used by the infantrymen of Germany and her allies from the start to the end of the war.

[image: A vintage bolt-action rifle with a slender, light wooden stock and a long metal barrel, shown in profile from left to right. The trigger, bolt mechanism, and rear sight are clearly visible against a neutral background.]
A K98 with a stock made from very light-colored wood. This one was manufactured by the Mauser factory at Oberndorf in 1943.

[image: A vintage bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel lies horizontally, seen from the side on a plain white background. The bolt mechanism and trigger are visible in clear detail.]
Marked “byf 44” this one was also made at Oberndorf, but a year later. By this time shortages of materials and labor were having a strong influence on build quality.

[image: Wooden surface showing a stamp of an eagle perched atop a swastika within a circle, with the letters and numbers “WaA one hundred thirty-five” clearly marked beneath; visible Waffenamt military acceptance mark.]
The stamp detail is from the rifle shown above.

[image: A rectangular metal ammunition box with a hinged lid, carrying handle on top, and latch on the side sits on a plain backdrop. The details of the box and hardware are clearly visible in the image.]
A metal ammunition box for both rifle and machine gun ammunition.
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[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel is displayed. An inset shows a close-up of distinctive markings engraved on the metallic section of the rifle.]
This K98 is marked with the production code “bnz 43” and has a single SS rune (see insert detail). These indicate that it was probably assembled from factory-supplied parts by slave labor at a concentration camp.

[image: A vintage wooden rifle with a mounted scope, detailed close-up of the scope, an engraved Nazi eagle and swastika on the stock, and a green ammunition box are visible.]
This Mauser-produced K98 is fitted with the ZF-41 scope, mounted surprisingly far forward from the firer’s eye. Details of the scope and carrying case are shown below. Many of these scoped rifles were issued to the best shots in the company rather than to specialist snipers.

[image: Detailed close-up of a metallic bolt-action rifle mechanism attached to a smoothly finished wooden stock, set against a solid blue background. All visible parts show clean edges and polished surfaces.]
The Mauser mechanism was probably the strongest and most reliable ever fitted to a service rifle.

[image: A full-length view of a bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock. Two small insets show close-up details of the rifle’s metal receiver and bolt mechanism. All elements are clearly visible within the frame.]
The markings on this K98 indicate that it was made by the Steyr factory in Austria. Steyr joined the K98 program in 1939 after they became part of the Hermann-Goering-Werke armaments conglomerate.
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[image: Side view of a bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and attached scope, placed against a plain white background. The trigger, magazine, barrel, and scope adjustments are clearly visible.]
Another rifle with a ZF-41 scope.

[image: A close-up shows a vintage wooden rifle with a metal scope attached on top and a leather sling. The rifle rests on a plain white background, displaying visible wood grain, metal details, and stitching on the sling.]
A close-up of the mounting rails for the ZF-41

[image: A wooden box labeled “B Luftdichter Patronenkasten” with metal clasps is visible. Several rifle cartridges and a small cardboard ammunition pack rest on top of the box.]
Ammunition box for K98 ammunition. The 7.92 x 57 mm rounds came preloaded into five-round clips, packed in cardboard boxes of 15 rounds. The cardboard boxes were packed into the wooden crate for transit and protection.
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Gewehr Model 1898 VK


[image: A vintage rifle rests on a white background, featuring a wooden stock and forearm, a metal barrel, and iron sights. The firearm is displayed in full profile with all visible parts clearly shown.]
Put together quickly from low-grade materials, the VK.98 came too late to have any effect on the outcome of the war.

Foreign-Made Versions


[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel is shown in profile against a plain white background. The bolt handle, trigger, and magazine are visible on the right side of the firearm.]
Originally made in Czechoslovakia as an “improved” K98, this rifle was taken into German service after the invasion as the Gewehr 24(t).

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a smooth wooden stock, a long metal barrel, and iron sights; an inset displays the bolt and chamber mechanism in detail.]
Another Czech-built Model 24 drafted into German service, this one has distinctive finger grooves cut into the stock.

[image: A close-up of a rifle’s trigger and a section of its wooden stock, with a leather sling attached. The background is solid blue, emphasizing the gun’s metal and wood textures along with the sling detail.]
This view of the G24(t) above shows how the sling on all K98 variants sat along the left side of the rifle. A slot cut into the butt enabled the sling to be strapped to the woodwork.

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a smooth wooden stock, equipped with military-style iron sights and a long straight barrel, is shown resting on a flat surface. The trigger guard and bolt handle are clearly visible.]
The Czech Model 33 carbine was slightly shorter than the K98. It was adopted for German service and nearly all examples were issued to mountain troops as the G33/40(t).
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Rheinmetall Fallschirmgewehr Model 1942 (FG42)

[image: A battle rifle with a long barrel, wooden handguard, black metal body, and solid black stock displayed horizontally on a plain white background. All features are clearly visible in the image.]











Walther Gewehr 43 (G43)









[image: A semi-automatic rifle with a wood-textured stock and handguard, visible metal barrel, and an attached detachable magazine. The firearm is displayed in a side profile, showing all parts clearly.]



[image: A semi-automatic rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel, an exposed magazine located just below the receiver, and iron sights attached along the top of the barrel.]
The G43 had a detachable 10-round magazine, usually painted in a semigloss black paint. This one shows the paint almost worn away, while there is evidence of black paint or other coating on the wood above the barrel.

[image: A side view of a bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock, visible metal magazine, and an elongated barrel. All key parts—the stock, receiver, trigger guard, and barrel—are clearly shown.]
Gustloff Werke were the only major arms manufacturer under direct Nazi party control and were one of the main producers of the G43. This rifle carries the markings associates with Gustloff production, and was likely assembled by slave labor under their control in Buchenwald concentration camp.

[image: A side view of a semi-automatic rifle featuring a polished wooden stock, an attached optical scope above the receiver, and a detachable magazine inserted below, set against a plain white background.]
An attempt was made to fit all later G43s and K43s with mounting rails for telescopic sights. But they never became standard. This one has the rail and sports a 4x Voigtlander ZF-4 scope.

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock, mounted scope, and metal magazine. An inset displays a close-up of the scope’s adjustment knobs and its mounting hardware. All elements are clearly visible.]
Another K43 with a ZF-4, this time complete with rubber eyepiece and a sunshield over the objective lens.
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THE G41












[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel is shown in side profile. It has an external magazine beneath the action and iron sights aligned on top of the barrel, all details clearly visible.]
The distinctive muzzle-cap redirected the gasses back towards the annular piston to operate the mechanism. Ammunition came from the fixed integral box magazine, which made the rifle slow to reload.

[image: A bolt-action rifle with visible wooden stock and metal barrel, magazine below the chamber. An inset close-up displays ornate carvings on the wooden stock near the butt of the rifle.]
A G41 (W) from the Berliner-Lubecker Maschinenfabrik, indicated by the “duv” code stamped on the receiver

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a smooth wooden stock and a metallic barrel, viewed from the side. Iron sights are mounted on top, and there is a fixed magazine below the action. The trigger and bolt handle are both clearly visible.]
The Walther version of the G41 is easily recognisable from the vertical cocking handle above the ejection post. The distinctive muzzle cap can also be clearly seen.
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[image: A German soldier seen from behind wears a camouflage-patterned uniform and helmet, holds a rifle, and carries a gas mask, canteen, mess kit, and multiple combat items on his belt. Labeled arrows identify each item.]
A rear view of an SS soldier carrying a G41 over his soldier. Most G41s that remained in service were used by the SS.
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Training Rifles


[image: A vintage rifle with a polished wooden stock, accompanied by an inset showing a close-up of the wood engraved with a circular marking containing the letters RF SS.]
This Mauser target rifle reflects the shape, size and weight of the Kar 98 but is in .22 in caliber. It is marked Deutsche Sport Modell.

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock and metal barrel is displayed in profile. Beneath the rifle, there is a circular detail view showing an engraved crest on the wood stock.]
A Walther factory KKW target rifle which was manufactured before the war but was still in use as late as 1944.

[image: A vintage wooden rifle with a metal barrel is displayed above a close-up view of a circular stamp on the wood. The stamp contains several visible letters arranged around an emblem in the center.]
The Gustloff-Werke manufactured G43 rifles as well as the Volksgerat automatic rifle. This, however, is their KKW training rifle, a .22 in weapon with the same look, feel and weight of the Kar 98.
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[image: A bolt-action rifle featuring a wooden stock and metal barrel is shown. An inset displays a close-up view of engraved markings on the visible metal section of the rifle.]
The engineering company Simson and Co was based in Suhl and produced rifles and shotguns as well as automobiles and motorcycles. Its owners were, however, Jewish, and the company was forcibly taken over in the late 1930s and renamed the Berlin-Suhler-Waffenfabrik (BSW). It was eventually absorbed into the Gustloff company, and one of their products was this .22 in caliber training rifle.

[image: A bolt-action rifle with a wooden stock is displayed from the side, top, and trigger area. An inset shows engraved markings or text on the wood. All visible elements are shown in clear perspective views.]
The Erfurter Maschinewerke, or ERMA, is best known for the MP38 and MP40 submachineguns. But the factory also produced .22 in conversion kits for Kar 98 rifles and .22 in rifles for the various training schemes. This one is the Deutsche Sport Modell 34 (DSM 34) Training Rifle and was made for the Nationalsozialistisches Kraftfahrkorps (National Socialist Transport Corps) which trained drivers for the army and provided transport for various military projects.

[image: An open book shows charts of military uniforms, insignias, badges, epaulettes, and ranks. Both pages feature detailed illustrations arranged in neat sections with various styles and shapes clearly presented.]
As well as shooting, Nazi youth and civilian organisations also taught drill, general field craft and military knowledge. Manuals such as this were widely used.
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Pistols


Luger 9 Mm Selbstladepistole Parabellum










[image: A vintage pistol with a long barrel, dark metallic frame, and textured brown grip rests on a plain light surface. The firearm is displayed in profile, clearly showing its details and craftsmanship.]
Delicate and complex, the Luger has nevertheless become an iconic German pistol.
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[image: A vintage Luger pistol with a wooden shoulder stock, a leather holster, and a magazine pouch are displayed on a white background. Close-up views show the pistol’s magazine and toggle mechanism details.]
The Luger was first ordered by the navy as the P.06. This version has a longer 6 in (152 mm) barrel and shows the combined holster/stock which turned the pistol into a carbine substitute.

[image: A vintage semi-automatic pistol displayed in side profile, featuring a long barrel, dark metallic frame, and textured wooden grip, all set against a plain white background.]
With an even longer 8 in (203 mm) barrel, this version was known as the “Artillery” model and was issued to gun crews and the like in World War I. Very few survived into World War II.

[image: A vintage Luger pistol with a brown textured grip and a long barrel is shown from the side, positioned on a clean white background. The details of the grip pattern and metallic finish are clearly visible.]
Marked “byf”, this Luger was manufactured by Mauser in 1941.
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[image: A vintage Luger pistol with a long barrel and a wooden grip is displayed. An inset shows a close-up of the gun’s serial number and the textured detail on the grip. Only visible features are described.]
Another long-barreled “Artillery” model, this pistol has stamps to indicate it has seen both army and naval service.

[image: A vintage pistol lies atop a brown leather holster next to a round metal object, a black-and-white photo of a man in uniform, and detailed close-ups of engraved markings on the firearm.]
A Luger complete with leather holster. This pistol was the personal property of General Maxmilian Fretter-Pico, Commanding-General of Military District IX, who was captured by U.S. forces in 1945.
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Walther 9 MM Selbstlade Pistole P.38

[image: A silver Walther P38 semi-automatic pistol is shown in left-facing side view, featuring a textured grip, visible trigger, and distinct barrel and slide details. The firearm dominates the plain background.]
The markings “svw 45” on this P.38 show that it was made by the Mauser factory in Oberndorf in 1945. The crudely-made metal grips and rough finish are typical of late-war production.

[image: A vintage German diagram of a Walther P38 pistol, with clearly labeled parts in German, an ammunition magazine shown separately, and a circular inset displaying the internal safety mechanism.]
A page from an illustrated training manual showing how the P.38 breaks down into its main components.
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[image: A black semi-automatic pistol with a textured grip is pointed to the left, resting on a plain white background. The firearm’s slide and trigger are visible, with clear details on the grip pattern.]
The P.38 was an effective and reliable military pistol. Positive safety features allowed the user to safely carry the weapon with a round chambered, while the powerful 9 mm Parabellum cartridge had plenty of stopping power. When Germany reformed its army after the war the P.38 went back into production as the P.1.

[image: Two side-by-side illustrated diagrams detail steps for handling a pistol. Each diagram includes numbered actions, directional arrows, and German captions guiding the loading, use, and maintenance of the firearm.]
Training posters such as these can be found on the walls of military establishments anywhere in the world. Shown here are assembly, loading and firing drills for the P.38. Automatic pistols are more complex than revolvers and require the user to master these simple drills and be able to carry them out under combat conditions.
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[image: Two black semi-automatic pistols lie side by side on a white background, shown from the side. Beside them is a close-up view highlighting an engraved symbol and some text on one of the firearms.]
The pistol was originally produced by Walther as the “Heeres-Pistole” (HP), or “Army Pistol”. After the army asked for some minor modifications the revised design entered service as the P.38. Shown here are both sides and detailed markings on this HP. The army acceptance stamps indicate that it saw military service.

[image: A side view of a vintage semi-automatic pistol with a textured brown grip and metallic body, showing the trigger, trigger guard, barrel, and slide, set against a plain white background.]
A P.38 made by Mauser in 1944, shown by “byf 44” stamped on the slide. Initially made for police use, this particular pistol was transferred to military service and was eventually captured by an American soldier during the Battle of the Bulge.
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[image: A book page features diagrams and photographs of a handgun, including detailed close-ups of individual components and a fully disassembled frame. All items are displayed against a plain white background.]
Walther’s early production, up to the middle of 1940, had the checkered pattern grips as shown here. This one is resting on an instruction book showing how to disassemble the pistol into component parts.

[image: A black semi-automatic handgun labeled P38 is shown in side view, featuring a textured grip and visible trigger. Beneath it is a close-up image displaying the pistol’s serial number and engraved markings.]
Another Mauser-made P.38, this time one manufactured in 1942. The general finish is of higher quality than the 1945 model, and this one has the bakelite plastic grips with the large groove cut alongside the trigger guard.

117
[image: A pistol with a textured grip is displayed in profile. An inset close-up shows the gun’s markings: P.38, ac, forty-one, four thousand eight hundred three.]
The codes “ac 41” indicate that this is a Walther-made pistol, produced in 1941.

[image: A silver and brown semi-automatic pistol with a textured grip, visible trigger guard, and exposed hammer lies flat on a white background. The details of the firearm, including barrel and slide, are clearly defined.]
A mid-war (1943) Mauser pistol with engraved bakelite plastic grips. When the P.38 was fired, the slide and barrel recoiled a short distance, held together by a locking wedge. Once this wedge dropped down, the barrel stopped while the slide continued to the rear, ejecting the empty case and preparing to load the next round.
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Sauer Model 1938-H









[image: A black semi-automatic handgun with a textured grip and visible trigger, displayed in side profile on a plain white background. The barrel, slide, and controls are clearly defined in the sharp lighting.]
A Sauer 38-H with blue finish and black plastic grips. The 38-H was a neat, compact package, comfortable to hold and fire.

[image: A black semi-automatic pistol displayed in left side profile, with the slide, trigger, grip, and magazine clearly visible. The firearm is centered against a plain white background with no other objects present.]
Before the 38-H came the Sauer 7.65 mm Model 1913 and Model 1930. Both saw extensive service in police roles, and some were privately purchased by military officers.
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Foreign Pistols


[image: A close-up photo shows the left side of a semi-automatic handgun with a metal frame and a textured brown grip, set against a plain white background. The trigger, safety lever, and ejection port are visible.]
Once Belgium was occupied, Fabrique Nationale put the GP35 back into production under German orders. This is one of the pistols produced at that time as the Pistole 640(b).

FN-Browning Pistole 640(B)








[image: A black semi-automatic handgun with a brown, textured grip is displayed in a left-facing side profile. It has visible trigger, barrel, and slide details, and is set against a plain white background.]
The Fabrique Nationale GP35 was probably John Browning’s finest pistol design. It saw service with German, Belgian, British, Canadian and other forces, and was a popular choice for the German soldier. This one has a blue finish and dark walnut grips.
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[image: A silver pistol with a wooden grip lies above a brown leather holster and a metal magazine, all neatly positioned on a plain white surface.]
Browning had managed to design a magazine that held 13 rounds of 9 mm x 19 mm ammunition but which didn’t require an uncomfortably wide butt. Shown here is a Pistole 640(b) and magazine together with the service issue brown leather holster. Note the pocket for a spare magazine on the outside of the holster.
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[image: A semi-automatic pistol with a dark metal frame and slide rests on a white background, facing left. The handle features a brown, textured wooden grip panel with visible screws securing it to the frame.]
The Fegvergyar Model 37M was a 7.65 mm pistol initially produced in Hungary for the Hungarian Army but ordered by the Germans in 1941. Most were issued to Luftwaffe personnel (especially aircrew) but some found their way into army hands.

[image: A black semi-automatic pistol with a wooden grip lies atop a brown leather holster. An inset displays the holster’s surface, showing the embossed mark “CQC forty-three.”.]
Another FEG 37M, complete with leather holster. The FEG had a relatively short butt, hence the grip extension protruding below on this one. The markings “jhv 43” indicate a weapon made in Hungary for the German military in 1943, while the marks on the holster indicate that this was a German (not Hungarian) made item.
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[image: A black semi-automatic pistol with“Pistole Modell 27 Kal. seven point six five” inscribed on the side, featuring a textured grip and metallic accents. The firearm is shown in profile on a plain background.]
The Ceska Zbrojovka arsenal was established in 1919, almost as soon as Czechoslovakia became a nation. They quickly developed and produced a range of pistols, including the 7.65 mm CZ Model 1927 seen here. The CZ 27 was a simple but reliable design and was taken into service by the Wehrmacht once they had occupied Czechoslovakia.

[image: A vintage semi-automatic pistol with a brown grip and an emblem on the handle rests atop a matching brown leather holster. The firearm is positioned lengthwise, and both items feature visible stitching and detailing.]
This CZ 27 has an extended barrel and comes complete with a lightweight brown leather holster
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[image: A silver semi-automatic pistol with a black grip lies above a brown leather holster that features a buttoned flap. Both objects are clearly visible and positioned against a plain background.]
The French MAB Model D took its inspiration from Browning’s designs and was an effective 7.65 mm pistol. This one was made during the occupation of France for German use.

[image: A black semi-automatic handgun with a textured grip is shown in profile, facing left, placed on a plain white background. The trigger, barrel, and slide details are clearly visible.]
The Spanish Astra 300 was made in both 7.65 mm and 9 mm Short calibers. The 7.65 mm was bought by Germany for army and navy use.
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[image: A semi-automatic pistol with a textured wooden grip rests inside an open holster. An inset shows a close-up of the serrated slide and engraved serial number on the firearm’s metal surface.]
The Astra 300 (previous page) was modified to fire 9 mm x 19 mm Parabellum as the Astra-Unceta 600. It was produced for the German armed forces from 1943 to 1944.

[image: A metal semi-automatic handgun with a textured brown grip is displayed in side profile. The firearm rests against a plain white background, showing details like the trigger, barrel, and magazine release.]
Another Astra 300 with a very worn finish. Markings indicate it was made in 1943 in Guernica, Spain.
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[image: A black semi-automatic pistol with a wooden grip, visible distinctive markings, and a geometric pattern on the handle. The gun is shown in clear side profile against a plain white background.]
Another Browning-inspired design, the Polish Radom Vis-35 was designed to shoot 9 mm x 19 mm Parabellum. Originally made for Polish military use the Radom was adopted by German forces once they occupied the country. This one has a crude finish and simple replacement grips.

[image: A black semi-automatic handgun with a textured grip and a triangular emblem on the handle, positioned on a white surface, displayed in profile view with visible trigger and slide serrations.]
Another Radom, this time with the factory-supplied grips. In German service it was known as the Pistole 35(p).

[image: A silver semi-automatic pistol with a black grip rests next to a brown leather holster and a separate magazine, all arranged on a flat surface.]
This Radom has a higher-quality finish and is complete with leather service holster and spare magazine.
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Other Pistols


[image: A vintage semi-automatic pistol with a long barrel, a distinct boxy magazine beneath the receiver, and a wooden grip carved with the numeral nine in red, shown against a plain white background.]
The classic ‘Broomhandle’ Mauser was first made in 1896 and remained in production until 1943. It was more popular in foreign hands than in Germany, although the armed services and police did use it, even if it was a second choice. The Mauser wasn’t a standard service issue in World War II but some police and World War l-vintage weapons did see service, either as personal purchases or as non-standard issue. The red engraved number on the butt of this one indicates that was chambered for 9 mm x 19 mm ammunition rather than the original 7.63 mm.

[image: A side view of a vintage pistol with an elongated wooden shoulder stock attached. In the lower left corner, there is an inset showing a close-up detail of the firearm’s mechanism.]
The Mauser was often used with a wooden holster which could be attached to the rear of the frame to make a short carbine. The low-velocity pistol ammunition and small magazine capacity (6 or 10 rounds of 7.63 mm) prevented it from being an effective combination.
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[image: A semi-automatic pistol with a visible wooden grip lies next to a brown leather holster on a flat surface. The details of the pistol and the stitching on the holster are clearly shown.]
Mauser’s Model 1914 served in the army in World War I and in second line and reserve units in World War II. The 7.65 mm pistol was nicknamed the “hunchback” after the peculiar shape of the slide.

[image: A black semi-automatic pistol with a brown wooden grip is shown. An inset displays a close-up of an engraved eagle clutching a swastika above the letter M on the metal part of the firearm.]
The Model 1934 was a cleaned-up version of the Model 1914, with a more contoured grip and a polished finish. This one saw naval rather than army service.
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[image: A semi-automatic handgun with a textured grip is placed beside its detached magazine, which features a row of circular holes along the side. Both objects are shown on a plain surface.]
The Walther PP (Polizei Pistole) was introduced in 1929, and was the first truly successful automatic to use a double-action mechanism with an external hammer. The user could safely carry the pistol with a round chambered, ready for quick use. It saw service with police and military units, mainly in 7.65 mm caliber. The butt was quite short so many had grip extensions fitted to the bottom of their magazines (as seen here).

[image: A semi-automatic pistol with a wooden grip is displayed in profile. An inset highlights an engraving of an eagle above a swastika on the metal slide, providing visible historical detail on the firearm.]
Another Walther PP, this time with a wooden grip and no magazine extension. The PP held 8 rounds of 7.65 mm ammunition.
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[image: A black semi-automatic pistol lies on a white background. The grip features an engraved insignia. The firearm is positioned in full view, showing contours and details of its body and grip against the plain backdrop.]
In 1931 Walther produced this smaller version of the PP, known as the PPK (Polizei Pistole Kriminale'), intended for concealed use by police and security personnel. The PPK had similar safety features to its larger brother and held 6 rounds of 7.65 mm ammunition. It proved to be a huge success, the combination of compact size, quick shooting and reasonable firepower proving popular with both police and military officers. This one has the Nazi eagle on its bakelite grips.

[image: A black semi-automatic pistol in profile with a brown, textured grip and a clearly visible safety switch, displayed against a plain white background. No other objects or markings are present.]
Another PPK with plastic grips in an imitation wood pattern. Almost all PPKs are seen with grip extensions under the magazine.

130
Light Pistol


[image: A black flare gun with a short, thick barrel and textured grip is pictured from the left side against a white background. The trigger, barrel contours, and grip details are clearly visible in the profile.]
Before the advent of the lightweight tactical radio, a flare pistol was an essential tool for a small unit commander. It could be used to signal to his own units, to flanking units or to fire support units such as artillery, armor or even aircraft. At night they were also useful for illuminating the battlefield.

[image: A black flare gun rests on a white background with its barrel open, clearly displaying the hinge mechanism and textured grip. The entire gun and its construction details are sharply visible.]
The same pistol broken open for loading. The vertical lever at the front of the trigger guard is operated to unlock the barrel, which hinges forward rather like that of a shotgun.
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[image: A vintage flare gun with a dark, metal barrel and sturdy frame. It features a textured, dark handle and a large trigger. The robust construction and utilitarian design are clearly visible in the image.]
A less common double-barreled flare pistol. By enabling different combinations of colored flares to be fired at once, this pistol allowed more complex signal patterns, where different combinations meant different messages.

[image: A black open case containing several shotgun shells sits on a white surface. Next to it are a flare gun and a few loose rounds of ammunition, all clearly displayed against the plain background.]
Another single-barreled pistol, this time with the blue finish almost completely worn away. Next to it is a metal ammunition box which could hold up to 24 cartridges of various color and pattern.
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Machine Pistols



[image: Two vintage submachine guns with wooden stocks and perforated barrel shrouds lie side by side. The gun on the left features a drum magazine beneath its barrel; the gun on the right lacks this magazine.]
The first German sub-machine gun was the MP18 which entered service during World War I. A later version, known as the MP28, served in World War II, mainly with SS and police units.

Erma MP38











[image: A black submachine gun with a folding metal stock and shoulder strap, shown in profile against a plain white background. The firearm’s details and contours are clearly visible from the side view.]
The MP38 was a classic design which became the iconic image of the German Stormtrooper. Made from metal and plastic, and with a folding metal stock, it set the pattern for most future sub-machine guns.
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[image: Three soldiers in military uniforms stand close together in a narrow trench. Their posture is alert as they face ahead. The trench walls and ground are rough and uneven, showing visible dirt and debris typical of a wartime setting.]
A weary Cebirgsjager with his MP40. He wears the triple magazine pouches for this weapon and displays both an Iron Cross 2nd class and the Infantry Assault badge.
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[image: A vintage submachine gun with a folding stock and shoulder strap is displayed. Below it lies a detached magazine and four bullets, all neatly arranged on a plain surface.]
The MP40 was made using simpler manufacturing techniques than the earlier MP38. It was just as effective though. This picture shows the box magazine off the gun and a few 9mm x 19 mm Parabellum cartridges.

[image: A vintage submachine gun with a wooden stock and metal barrel lies above, accompanied by a detailed close-up of its receiver section where engraved text and markings are visible.]
The MP41 was a modification to the original MP38 design to use wooden furniture and stock. The ensuing weapon was heavier, took longer to make than the MP40 and was not a success.
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Haenel MP44











[image: A black assault rifle with a wooden stock and a curved magazine rests on a white surface. The rifle appears vintage, showing visible hardware details and texture contrast between metal and wood.]
Regarded as the first modern assault rifle, the MP44 was designed to fulfil the roles of both rifle and submachine gun. By using a shorter and less-powerful 7.92 mm cartridge than the K98 it allowed for fully-automatic fire from a rifle-sized weapon which remained effective over the combat ranges that mattered.




[image: A semi-automatic rifle with a wooden stock, metal body, pistol grip, and curved magazine is positioned horizontally on a white background. The rifle’s details and textures are clearly visible.]
The MP44 was operated by a piston in the gas cylinder above the barrel, and fed from the detachable curved box magazine below the weapon. The basic configuration and concept was revolutionary at the time, but was later followed by many other weapons, including the post-war Soviet AK47.
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[image: A vintage military rifle with a wooden stock, curved metal magazine, and dark metal barrel is shown from the side on a plain white background. The bolt and trigger are visible; details on the surface are distinct.]
Most of the structure was made from simple stampings and pressings spot-welded together, although it still had a fixed wooden stock. This one is the SLG 44 version, converted to fire single shots.

[image: A metal rifle magazine, three individual rifle cartridges, and a small rectangular brown cardboard ammunition box are arranged together on a plain white surface.]
Detachable magazines could hold up to 30 rounds, although the wise soldier would only put 27 or 28 in to avoid compressing the magazine spring too much. The bullet was the same as that fired by other German rifles, but here it was matched to a shorter cartridge case containing less propellant.

[image: A side view of a vintage assault rifle featuring a wooden stock, an extended barrel, a prominent curved magazine, and a metal body. The firearm is displayed against a plain white background.]
An MP44 fitted with the legendary “Krummlauf” attachment on the end of the barrel. The sighting mirror on the Krummlauf is missing from this example.

[image: A vintage assault rifle with a wooden stock, metal receiver, and a distinctively curved magazine. A detachable rod or accessory is mounted directly beneath the barrel. The firearm is presented in a side profile.]
An MP44 and Krummlauf device together. For a device that was barely usable in most combat situations, great effort was spent developing and manufacturing the Krummlauf

[image: A close-up of a vintage metal gasoline pump nozzle with a distinct curved spout and prominent side lever, positioned upright against a featureless white background.]
The Krummlauf device diverted the bullet through 30 degrees as it left the barrel. It allowed vehicle mounted personnel to engage targets who were close to the side or underside of the vehicle.
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Other Machine Pistols


[image: A vintage submachine gun with a wooden stock, metal barrel, basic iron sight, and exposed mechanical components is shown. The weapon’s design features smooth wood grain and visible bolts on the metallic frame.]
Designed in 1935, the Bergmann MP35 was a wellmade sub-machine gun, again firing 9 mm x 19 mm ammunition from a side-mounted magazine. The MP35 was used almost exclusively by the Waffen-SS.

[image: A side view of a vintage bolt-action rifle featuring a wooden stock and a metal barrel, set against a plain white background. The details of the trigger, bolt, and sights are visible.]
This view clearly shows the slotted cooling jacket around the barrel and the 24 or 32-shot detachable box magazine.

[image: A close-up of a firearm featuring a wooden stock, long rectangular magazine inserted vertically, and visible metal bolt action mechanism. The side of the weapon is shown in detail against a white background.]
An unusual handle at the rear had to be rotated then pulled to cock the mechanism. The manufacturers claimed that this avoided the normal open slot in the receiver through which dirt and sand could get to the mechanism.
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[image: Four soldiers lie prone on the ground, facing away and aiming weapons uphill. Smoke rises in the background, debris covers the earth, and tension is visible in their posture during a battle scene.]
German soldiers crouch down behind cover as shells detonate over the slope. Behind them, on top of the ammunition box, is a captured Soviet PPSh sub-machine gun.

[image: Two perspectives of a vintage metallic submachine gun are shown side by side on a white background. The firearm has an elongated straight magazine and an angular stock, with detailed mechanical features visible.]
When Mauser engineers were tasked to design a cheap and simple sub-machine gun as a last-ditch weapon in the final months of the war, they looked to the British Sten for inspiration. The ensuing MP3008 was very similar to the MK II Sten, just as crudely made, with no wasted material or concessions to user comfort.
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[image: A vintage submachine gun featuring a wooden stock, metal body, and a large round drum magazine located near the trigger. The barrel is perforated with several circular cooling holes.]
The Soviet PPSh was another simple, but effective sub-machine gun which stood up well to the rigors of combat. This simplicity, combined with a 71-shot drum magazine, made captured weapons popular with German soldiers.

[image: A mannequin wearing World War II-era German camouflage uniform with a black peaked cap, holding a rifle in one hand and a map in the other, equipped with a satchel and black boots.]
A Waffen-SS NCO with an Italian Beretta Model 38/42, a 9 mm sub-machine gun used extensively by German forces. The Beretta was well made, with a wooden stock and muzzle compensator to prevent muzzle climb on automatic fire. This solder has a map case hanging from his belt as well as a single triple pouch for the Beretta’s long 30-shot magazines. He is not j wearing the full harness and has a black SS sidecap in place of a steel helmet. He is wearing late-war “Pea” style camouflage uniform, although he has full-length boots rather than the late-war shorter boots.

[image: Close-up of a vintage submachine gun showing its metal body, exposed internal mechanisms, and a rectangular magazine inserted upright. The focus is on the main section of the firearm with clear mechanical details.]
While otherwise based on the Sten, the MP3008 followed the MP38 in having a vertical magazine feeding from underneath.
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Machine Guns



[image: A helmeted soldier is positioned behind a dirt embankment, handling a mounted machine gun. He is aiming the weapon across rugged terrain with dense trees in the background.]
The MG08 was the German Army’s standard machine gun in World War II. A belt-fed water-cooled weapon based on the original Maxim designs, it was usually fired from a heavy “sledge” mount. It remained in use with second line formations through to 1945.
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[image: Three soldiers in military uniforms and helmets lie prone behind a mounted machine gun, aiming forward through sparse bushes. All three appear alert, focused on their target. The scene is photographed during wartime.]
The MG34 was the first successful attempt to combine the roles of heavy and light machine gun in a single weapon. Here we see one in the sustained fire role, mounted on a tripod and with the gunner using the tripod screw thread to adjust elevation and range.
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Maxim Maschinengewehr Model 1908










[image: A vintage machine gun with a long cylindrical barrel, bipod stand, and wooden stock displayed horizontally on a plain white background. The details and hardware of the weapon are clearly visible in the image.]
The MG08/15 was an attempt to make a light machine gun out of the MG08.



Mauser Maschinengewehr Model 1934 (MG34)

[image: A black, vintage machine gun with a long barrel is mounted on a metal bipod. The weapon is angled diagonally on a plain white background, showing its main body and tripod legs extending outward.]
The MG34 in the squad light machine gun role.
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[image: A black, vintage machine gun with a bipod stand extended at the front and a circular drum magazine attached below, set on a plain white background. The weapon is shown in profile from left to right.]
Surprisingly light and able to provide heavy fire, the MG34 was made to a very high standard of design and build quality. This precision was its only weak spot as it made the gun vulnerable to stoppages caused by dirt and dust.



[image: A close-up of a black machine gun with a green drum magazine attached, photographed against a white background. The weapon’s barrel, trigger area, and round magazine are clearly visible.]
A close up of the receiver and feed, complete with 50-round ammunition drum. The gun could feed from this, from a 75-round twin saddle drum or from a 50-shot belt. Many soldiers preferred the belt in the ground role as it made the rate of fire slower and the gun more controllable.
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[image: Two vintage metal military backpacks with straps, displayed front and back. Both have rectangular frames with chipped yellow paint and olive green webbing, all clearly worn, intended for carrying heavy loads.]
German machine guns, especially the MG42, had a high rate of fire and quickly consumed large amounts of ammunition. Resupply was a constant problem for the infantry soldier. This metalframed carrier allowed two boxes of 300 rounds each to be carried on the soldier’s back in a reasonably portable pack.
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Mauser Maschinengewehr Model 1942 (MG42)

[image: A black World War II-era machine gun with an elongated barrel, mounted on a bipod stand and equipped with a carrying strap, is displayed horizontally on a white background.]
The MG42 was much cheaper to make than the MG34 and was more able to cope with irregular maintenance and the dirt and dust of combat.












[image: A metal case with a handle and attached shoulder strap sits above a long cylindrical metal tool. Both items show visible wear, including scratches and scuffs, and have a utilitarian appearance.]
Using an air-cooled weapon in the sustained fire role calls for the ability to change barrels quickly as the gun heats up. Here is a metal container for a single MG42 barrel, complete with spare barrel.
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[image: A mannequin in World War II camo gear holds a vintage machine gun with an attached ammunition belt. Military equipment and several crates surround the mannequin, all set against a plain white backdrop.]
An MG42 crew in a late-war setting. The tripod-mounted gun is using a belt fed from the metal ammunition box on the ground. Both crewmembers are wearing Waffen-SS reversible smocks, with winter camouflage on the inside and “Oak leaf” on the outside. Note the open side of the barrel jacket on this side of the gun, enabling the barrel to be removed and changed in a few seconds.
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[image: Several World War II-era soldiers in camouflage uniforms and helmets stand together in formation, each with belts of ammunition over their shoulders, all facing and looking directly toward the camera.]
By the end of the war German squads were built around the firepower of the MG42, with the rifleman mainly there to protect the gun and carry the ammunition for it.

[image: A weathered vintage ammunition drum connected to a bullet belt sits beside its metal carrying frame, all elements visibly worn with pitted surfaces and streaks of rust.]
Both the MC34 and MC42 could use Gurttrommel ammunition drums such as this one. Inside the single drum would be a normal 50-round belt, and the whole unit would be clipped to the side of the gun. Also shown here is a two-drum Gurttrommeltrager drum carrier. Later in the war such carriers were made from canvas and leather.
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[image: A leather and canvas bag with a shoulder strap sits open. Arranged beside it are a wrench, wire mesh disk, two rectangular cloth pouches, a metal clip, and a black case featuring a loop for attachment.]
Machine gunners carried this gunners pouch on their belt or on a strap over their shoulder. The closed pouch had a heat pad on the outside, which was used by the gunner to protect his hands when changing a hot barrel. Inside were various assembly and disassembly tools, an attachable foresight for anti-aircraft use, oil bottles, cleaning kit and other equipment.

[image: A vintage machine gun with a long barrel and bipod at the front is shown in profile. A box magazine is attached to one side. The firearm sits against a plain white background, displaying visible mechanical details.]
The MG15 was designed for aerial use, mounted to defend bombers and transport aircraft. When MG34 production failed to keep up with demand the MG15 was fitted with a bipod and issued to ground troops. It fed from a 75-round saddle-drum and used some of the design features of the later MG34. Notice the awkward carrying handle next to the saddle drum.

[image: A rectangular metal oil can with a spout opening on one end sits next to a small, round brush with a short handle. The can appears worn and features a yellow label on its side. Both objects rest on a flat surface.]
Many different styles of can were used to hold the oil essential for weapons cleaning and maintenance. This is a larger one for use with a machine gun, and comes complete with an applicator brush built in to the screw lid.

[image: A dual-drum ammunition magazine with a sturdy carrying handle, metal outer case, and two large round drum compartments clearly visible for storing rounds, all parts connected in a compact arrangement.]
A saddle drum as used by an MG15. Between them the two drums held 75 rounds, feeding alternatively from left and right to preserve the balance of the weapon. A similar design was also used by the MG34 although this fell from favor in the early war years.
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[image: Three soldiers wearing military uniforms and helmets stand on a riverbank next to an inflatable raft. They carry visible gear and rifles, appearing to prepare for boarding the raft. The setting is outdoors.]
As with other weapons, the Germans pressed the best foreign designs into service as they gained control of their munitions factories. This man is carrying a Czech ZB26, a gas-operated light machine gun firing from a box magazine above the receiver. The ZB26 was a remarkably reliable and effective light machine gun, and a version chambered for .303 in ammunition became the Bren, the British and Commonwealth armies’ standard section machine gun. Note here that the soldiers’ Tonister backpacks have been left behind on the bank as the men climb into the rubber boat.
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Grenades


Stick Grenades






[image: A person in camouflage attire stands with a large, box-shaped item secured to their back and visible grenades attached at their side. Their face is not visible, and background details are minimal.]
Grenades could be carried in the grenade bag around the waist as shown here, or in the large metal container on the back of this soldier. Note that two of the grenades in the bag have their base unscrewed and the fuze cord, complete with porcelain ball, hanging loose, ready for action.
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[image: Two German soldiers in World War II uniforms are in a trench amid rough, uneven ground; one is crouched, the other stands behind him holding a grenade overhead, both focused on their surroundings.]
The NCO is unscrewing the cap on his grenade, ready to pull the cord and ignite the fuze before throwing. He has another tucked into his belt, behind the magazine pouches. Uniform details suggest that this is a pre-war exercise or during the very early days of the war.
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Nebel Handgranate Model 1939 (Nb.Hgr.39)


[image: Two German stick grenades from World War II with cylindrical heads and long wooden handles are laid out side by side horizontally on a plain background. Both grenades are fully visible in the frame.]
Two Model 24 or 39 stick grenades. These had a reasonable explosive content but very little fragmentation effect, making them useful for offensive purposes (when friendly troops are not in cover) but less so for defensive use.

Stielhandgranate Model 1943




Egg Grenades



[image: A close-up of a rusted, oval-shaped hand grenade featuring a dark metal body with visible corrosion, a metal safety lever along the side, and a blue cap attached at the top. The background is out of focus.]
A Model 39 ‘egg’ grenade with smooth outer shell. The same fuze unit was used in the top of the Model 43 stick grenade.
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Bayonets and Knives



[image: Four vintage bayonets with dark metal blades and handles are arranged horizontally on a white surface. Each has a different sheath: two leather, one brown, one tan canvas. The blades and handles are visible.]
Two Kar 98 bayonets and their frogs and scabbards. The upper frog is the general issue type, made from black leather and with a metal scabbard. The lower one is the webbed fabric tropical variant (also used extensively in Europe) with the same metal scabbard. Note the slots cut into the grip of each bayonet and the long groove (or “fuller”) in the blade.
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[image: A brown bayonet rests horizontally in its sheath on a white background. The handle and guard are clearly visible, with the blade covered. The image is simple and uncluttered, focusing on the bayonet itself.]
A bayonet inside its scabbard and with a studded strap holding it in the bayonet frog. The frog has an upper loop which fitted around the uniform belt. It could also be attached to the folding entrenching tool.

[image: A vintage bayonet with a dark blade and a wooden handle, placed inside a brown leather sheath that features straps and a metal tip, all parts clearly visible.]
Another bayonet and scabbard, this time in the fabric “tropical” style frog. Initially made for hot climates, webbed fabric belts and pouches became more common in Europe and Russia toward the end of the war.

[image: A Fairbairn-Sykes fighting knife with a wooden handle and double-edged blade sits next to its black metal sheath. One view shows the knife inside the sheath; another displays it drawn, blade exposed.]
Many soldiers carried simple fighting knives as part of their general equipment, such as the one seen here. Complete with a metal scabbard they could be carried on the soldier’s equipment or sometimes tucked into the front of his tunic.

[image: A vintage combat knife with a wooden handle secured by three metal rivets lies next to its dark sheath, which covers the blade. Both items are displayed on a flat surface, clearly showing their shapes and textures.]
Another fighting knife and metal scabbard. Note the grooves cut into the handle to improve grip.
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Mortars




Light Mortars


[image: Two black mortars with cylindrical barrels are each mounted on metal bases. Both are displayed separately from different angles against a plain white background, showing mechanical details and mounting components.]
Two views of the 5 cm Model 1936 light mortar, showing the baseplate, elevation and traversing mechanism and firing tube. Note the painted while line along the tube to help with quick aiming in poor light or darkness.

Foreign Light Mortars
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[image: A rectangular metal ammunition box with a rusty latch and faded markings. The surface is worn, with patches of corrosion and scratches, indicating age. The box is closed and sits on a flat surface.]
Storage and trans mortar bombs. One prot infantry mortars was the carrying enough ammun mobile battle.

[image: A worn metal case holds ten small mortar shells with fins, all arranged in separate compartments. The shells and case display visible rust and wear, showing clear signs of age and use.]
The carrying case open to reveal a load of 5 cm mortar bombs. Light mortars such as the 5 cm had marginal high-explosive capability but were more effective for laying smoke screens or providing illumination rounds at night.
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[image: Six soldiers in helmets and uniforms stand and crouch in a trench behind barbed wire. Some aim machine guns, others handle their weapons. One soldier peers over the edge, while the rest focus downward or forward. The scene is wartime.]
The crew of an 8 cm medium mortar in a well-dug firing position. Organic regimental and battalion mortars were popular with infantry commanders in that they were light, simple, effective and usually available without having to ask for support from another (artillery) organization.
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Medium Mortar




[image: A medium-sized mortar with a cylindrical tube is mounted on a tripod and metal base plate. The tube points upward, with visible adjustment mechanisms for aiming. The plain background surrounds the mortar.]
The 8 cm Model 34 was an effective and mobile medium mortar which served reliably throughout the war. The metal spike shapes under the heavy baseplate kept the mortar bedded in and stable, especially after the first few shots. The barrel and bipod could be swung quickly within a reasonable arc before fine aiming was done with the dial sight and traversing screw.
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[image: An olive green military mortar with a cylindrical barrel is mounted on a tripod and square base plate. The mortar is angled upwards, with all support elements clearly shown against a plain background.]
Front view of the 8 cm mortar. It could be split into three loads (tube, baseplate and bipod) each of which was man-portable. The sight and ammunition also had to be carried.

[image: A rectangular metal box with a fabric shoulder strap sits open, displaying a vintage scientific instrument inside, multiple organized compartments, and a single yellow block set among the items.]
The mortar sight in its protective case. The sight would be used to measure the angle and distance from a known and surveyed point to the firing position.

[image: A partially open vintage metal case displays three artillery shells held inside. The case has visible wear and rust, with its aged metal surface showing signs of heavy use.]
A metal storage and carrying case for 8 cm mortar bombs. Note the protective caps over the fuzes in the tips of each bomb.



160
[image: A soldier in camouflage uniform kneels behind a mounted mortar tube, operating it. Around him are several labeled equipment cases and multiple mortar rounds, all clearly visible against a plain white background.]


161
Heavy Mortars


[image: A vintage military mortar mounted on two wheels sits angled on grassy terrain. Mechanical parts and circular tires are visible, with metal components and support struts clearly seen in sharp detail.]
The 12 cm mortar could be attached to a neat wheeled carriage and towed behind a vehicle.

162
[image: A cylindrical brown cardboard container stands upright with its round removable lid set to the side. A rectangular label featuring text is affixed vertically along the container’s side surface.]
Individual 120 mm bombs were packed in these protective cardboard cylinders before being put into ammunition boxes. A mortar positon would soon be surrounded by empty cases once firing began.

[image: A metallic mortar shell with a pointed tip and finned tail lies beside a cylindrical cardboard storage tube with a visible label, both set against a plain white background.]
120 mm bombs. Range could be adjusted by the addition of extra propellant charges around the tail shaft of the bomb.

[image: A dark green mortar shell sits atop two worn, dark wooden ammunition boxes. The boxes feature white stenciled German text and metal clasps, with the wood showing visible grain and signs of age.]
Ammunition crates for 12 cm mortar bombs. Note how the stencil markings identify both the Gr.W.378(r) and Gr.W.42 versions of the Soviet design.

163
Anti-Tank Weapons




Anti-Tank Rifles




Panzerbüchse 38


[image: A long, vintage anti-tank rifle with a wooden stock, mounted bipod, and extended barrel sits isolated against a white background. The gun displays clear metal hardware and distinctive classic design features.]
The PzB38 was a complex and heavy piece with minimal anti-armor performance.



Panzerbüchse 39



[image: A large, dark anti-tank rifle with a long barrel, bipod near the front, and a padded shoulder stock rests horizontally on a flat white background. The weapon features visible mechanical details and textured surfaces.]
Lighter than its predecessor, the PzB39 was no more effective against tanks.



164
Panzerbüchse 41




Schwere PanzerbüChse 41

[image: Photograph of an artillery cannon with large wheels standing on flat ground outdoors. In the distant background, there is a building partially visible and a tree next to it. The scene appears clear and unobstructed.]
High muzzle velocity and a tungsten penetrator gave this lightweight weapon a remarkable performance against light armor.





Panzerbüchse 35(P) / PzB770(P)





Panzerbüchse 783(R) And 784(R)
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Rocket Launchers

88 mm RPzB 43 with RPzBgr 4322 Rocket




[image: A soldier in a helmet lies flat on the ground, holding a large anti-tank weapon on his shoulder. He aims it across an open field, with the barrel pointing straight toward the horizon.]
This operator has neither face protection nor shield and would be vulnerable to the rocket exhaust if he fired his Panzerschreck.
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Raketenwerfer 43








	
	



	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




[image: A wooden crate with a hinged lid stands open, showing a black rocket-propelled weapon and several components neatly arranged inside. A rectangular label is attached to the interior side of the lid.]
Transport and storage case complete with two RPzBGr 4992 shaped-charge rockets.

[image: A faceless figure in a World War Two military uniform kneels, holding a large tan rocket launcher-style weapon. The outfit includes a cap and tall boots. The background is plain white.]
A member of an SS assault gun unit out of his vehicle and equipped with a Panzerschreck.




168
Panzerwurfmine (Pwm)




Panzerfaust

[image: A vintage, tube-shaped anti-tank weapon with a conical warhead attached to a long cylindrical metal body, featuring smooth surfaces and simple mechanical details, resembling a World War II-era projectile.]
Cheap to make and easy to use, the Panzerfaust became a common close-range weapon, effective against tanks and all vehicles and even usable against infantry in buildings.



[image: A soldier in a helmet and military uniform stands in a field, seen from behind, holding a Panzerfaust anti-tank weapon aimed forward. The open landscape is visible ahead of the soldier.]
The Panzerfaust was fired from the shoulder or underarm, as shown here. The firer had to be careful not to catch his comrades with the rocket backblast.

169
[image: A yellow, rocket-shaped firecracker with decorative red text and patterns along its side sits upright. A slender stick extends from the bottom for balance. All details are clearly visible in the image.]
Early models such as this Panzerfaust 30 had less-effective projectiles with shorter range













	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




[image: A wooden crate with its lid open reveals a single Panzerfaust anti-tank weapon from World War Two, positioned diagonally inside the box. The crate’s interior and the weapon’s details are clearly visible.]
Each Panzerfaust was effectively a single round of ammunition, with the launch tube being discarded after use. The grooves cut into this case show that it held up to four weapons.

170
Schiessbecher



[image: A person in winter clothing kneels behind a rock, aiming a rifle with grenade launcher attachment upward. An open box holding several grenades sits nearby on the ground. The setting is outdoors and appears historical.]
A rifleman fits a grenade into the Schiessbecher (grenade cup) fitted to the end of his Kar 98. A special ballistite cartridge was used to launch the grenade.

[image: A side view of a vintage bolt-action rifle featuring a wooden stock and a scope mounted above the barrel, displayed on a plain white background. The rifle’s details, including the bolt and trigger, are clearly visible.]
A standard rifle with the grenade cup fitted. It could be attached or removed in a matter of seconds.
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[image: A dark wooden box with a handle and latch labeled G. Sprgr. sits behind a black item featuring five rounded sections, all clearly visible and placed on a flat surface.]
A wooden carrying case for rifle grenades. The grenades were usually further packed in groups of five inside the container shown below the box.

[image: A mannequin in a hooded jacket and World War II-style camouflage stands holding a rifle. Various pieces of gear and equipment hang from its belt. The setup displays period-accurate military attire and accessories.]
This figure is holding an antiarmor grenade, about to insert it into the launching cup on his rifle. He also has a bag of Model 24 hand grenades over his shoulder and two more in his belt. His smock is in softened splinter or “marsh” style camouflage.
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Anti-Tank Guns

3.7 cm Pak 36




[image: Two soldiers in military uniforms crouch beside an artillery gun, aiming it in a field. A dirt embankment rises behind them. The setting suggests a historical wartime moment with focus on equipment and positioning.]
Even with its limited anti-armor capability, the light and portable Pak 36 served throughout the war.

5 cm Pak 38


[image: Three soldiers in military uniforms and helmets operate a machine gun set up in the center of a deserted street. Buildings line both sides of the road, all visibly worn, reinforcing the wartime urban environment.]
The 50 mm Pak 38 was a much more effective anti-tank gun than its 37 mm predecessor.

173

7.5 cm Pak 40


[image: Two soldiers in camouflage work a large artillery cannon outdoors amid tall grass. One soldier stands, the other sits, both intent on the cannon. The surrounding environment looks like a historical military setting.]
At the limits of infantry portability, the 75 mm Pak 40 gave effective anti-tank performance until the end of the war.
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Chemical Warfare



[image: German soldiers in World War II uniforms operate an artillery cannon in a field with tall grass. Several trees are visible behind them. The image is visually detailed, showing soldier positions and equipment setup.]
This late-1930s photograph shows a gun crew wearing gas masks during a field exercise. They also have pre-war helmets. The gunners have no equipment on their backs, revealing the rear strap of the “Y” harness.

175
[image: A mannequin in a World War I-era military uniform stands upright, outfitted with a gas mask, a steel helmet, leather straps crisscrossing the chest, and a satchel hanging at the side.]
A front view of the gas mask and how it fitted under the helmet. This figure is wearing a (rather tatty) greatcoat and has a breadbag hanging from his leather belt.

[image: A vintage gas mask with round eye lenses and a filter canister rests beside a cylindrical metal carrying case. The case has a strap and its lid is open, revealing the interior. Both objects are fully visible.]
An FE41 respirator case and gas mask. The gas filter at the front of the mask could be unscrewed for a quick change.

[image: Two tan canvas pouches with buttoned flaps lie flat, partially overlapping each other. The fabric shows multiple creases, and the buttons are round and prominent on each pouch.]
Two pouches for gas capes. The pouches came in a variety of materials and colors and were normally carried on the chest, strapped to the “Y” harness.




176
Flame Throwers

[image: A soldier in a helmet and protective gear is standing on rough terrain, holding a flamethrower that emits a long stream of fire. Thick smoke surrounds the area, partially obscuring the rugged battlefield.]
The morale effect of flamethrowers was just as useful as their destructiveness. A few flame shots could often cause defenders to surrender quickly.





Flammenwerfer 35 (FmW35)


[image: A tan and green World War II-era flamethrower with two cylindrical tanks, a hose connected to a metal nozzle, rests on dry, patchy grass. The tanks and hose are clearly visible against the uneven ground.]
A FmW35 in ordnance yellow camouflage. While relatively portable and compact, it still made the operator a highly visible target for enemy fire.

177
Flammenwerfer 41 (FmW41)


[image: Two soldiers wearing helmets and backpacks crouch near a slope. One holds a stick or weapon. Behind them are a wooden pole and a cross shaped object under a cloudy sky. The image is black and white.]
Flamethrowers only worked at very close ranges. A flamethrower team waits to cross a crestline to engage an enemy position.



Einstoss Flammenwerfer 46




Abwehr-Flammenwerfer 42
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Infantry Guns





7.5 cm Leichtes Infanteriegeschütz 18 (7.5 cm leIG18)













15 cm sIG 33 (Schwere Infanterie Geschütz 33)










179
[image: Soldiers in military uniforms stand around a large artillery cannon set on a grassy field. Several helmets and pieces of equipment are scattered on the ground near the cannon and the soldiers.]
Most infantry guns were light, simple and easily moved by their crew. The German slG 33 was powerful and effective but was a large, heavy weapon which needed a towing vehicle to move it.

180
Anti Aircraft Weapons




Machine Guns




2cm Flak 30




2cm Flak 38



	2 cm Flak 38. The standard, singlebarrel version.

	2cm Geb Flak 38. A special version, developed for mountain troops, which, together with its ground mount weighed 0.5 tons (510 kg). The complete weapon system could be broken down into a number of loads, each of which could be carried by an individual soldier.

	2 cm Flakzwilling 38. Twin-barreled version (Zwilling-twin) with the barrels side-by-side.

	2 cm Flakvierling 38. Even though the Flak 38 was a great improvement on the Flak 30 its rate-of-fire was also too slow for modern aircraft. To overcome this Mauser developed a four barreled version, originally in a static mount for the Kriegsmarine where it provided close-in air defense for battleships, cruisers and destroyers, but it was then produced in various mounts for land-based use. It proved to be an excellent weapon, very reliable and greatly respected by all enemy airmen who came within its range, although its prodigious ammunition consumption necessitated an increase in crew numbers from six to eight.


181
[image: A person walks in front of two horses that are harnessed to a tracked armored artillery piece, all moving across a snowy expanse under an overcast sky. Snow covers the ground and distant landscape.]
An improvised sledge mount and pony motive power for this 20 mm Flak gun illustrates the improvisations needed to move military equipment in the extreme Russian winter.

[image: Several soldiers are positioned on and beside a military half-track vehicle fitted with anti-aircraft guns, situated in a wooded area with dense trees and bushes visible in the background.]
A mobile four-barreled Flakvierling 38 battery mounted on half-tracks sets up in a wooded copse in western Europe.

182
3.7 cm Flak 18, 36, and 37


[image: Six vintage objects on a white background: an ornate metal case with a bird design, a linked chain, a smooth metal cylinder, a wooden stick, folded brown cloth, and a compact metal tool.]
Two Luftwaffe cleaning kits for light flak guns. Visible is a spiral wire cleaning brush, cleaning rags, oil bottle and a chain “pull-through” for cleaning the inside of the barrel.
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[image: A group of soldiers in uniform and helmets stand closely around a large anti-aircraft gun, focusing on its controls and mechanisms with serious faces, captured in a historical black-and-white photograph.]
Italian colonial troops are shown the workings of a Luftwaffe 3.7 em single-barrelled Flak gun.

[image: A mannequin in a military uniform sits and holds the controls of a large, tripod-mounted anti-aircraft gun. The gun is pointed upward, and the tripod legs are spread wide on the ground for support.]
A single-barreled 20 mm Oerlikon gun in Luftwaffe service. Ammunition is fed from the large, upright box magazine on the left of the gun, while another one is on the ground in front. This is a short-range weapon, normally aimed by the gunner using a simple optical sight and making his own estimate of target range, speed and altitude.

3.7 cm Flak 43


184
THE WAFFEN-SS


[image: A black fabric patch and a metal belt buckle display an eagle with wings spread, each eagle clutching a swastika. Both objects are shown side by side, featuring clear embossed or stitched details.]
Waffen-SS belt buckle and eagle badge. The buckle has the SS motto Meine Ehre Heisst Treue (My Loyalty is True) under the eagle.

[image: Two military-style peaked caps are shown on a white background. Both caps are black and gray, each featuring a silver eagle emblem above a skull insignia centered on the front.]
Waffen-SS peaked caps. The upper is an NCO’s cap with leather band and in field gray material. The lower is an officer’s in black dress uniform color and with silver braided strap.


185
[image: A German soldier from World War Two in uniform and helmet stands outdoors. He holds a rifle and carries gear. Trees fill the background. The image has an overall green tint.]
A Waffen-SS trooper in the field. Note the runes on his helmet and collar, and the eagle on his sleeve. He has a Germania cuff band on his left sleeve.

186
[image: A mannequin wears a World War II German soldier uniform with a camouflage jacket, helmet, utility belt, and holds a rifle in one hand and a large rectangular box in the other.]
A late-war SS trooper in “palm tree” camouflage smock and equipped with a G-43 semi-automatic rifle. Underneath the smock he wears a field-gray uniform and high “jackboots”. Note the combat dagger tucked into the front of his tunic.

[image: Two German WWII-era military helmets with olive-green finish, leather chin straps, and visible side insignias—one with an SS symbol, the other with a swastika—are positioned side by side.]
Two views of an SS helmet with the early rolled edge. The runes can be clearly seen on the right side of the helmet in place of the Wehrmacht eagle.

187
[image: A person in a camouflage uniform and gloves sits on the ground among equipment and several ammunition belts, holding a cup. Their face is hidden, with different tools and supplies scattered around them.]
A diorama view of an SS machine gun team. The gunner is wearing a reversible summer-pattern “oak leaf” camouflage smock with white snow camouflage on the inside. Unusually for a combat situation he is wearing the peaked field cap under the smock. His weapon is an MG42 set up on a tripod for the sustained fire role. Note how the ammunition belt is fed to the gun directly from metal case on the ground.

[image: A close-up view of a military uniform featuring a fabric texture, visible stitching, and several metal buttons. Detailed patches and insignia are present above the pocket area on the chest.]
A late-war SS eagle in a triangular patch for sewing on to a field cap. The SS eagle can be recognized by the tapered wingtips – the Wehrmacht eagle wing tips have straight edges slanted down and inward.

[image: A smooth carved stone shaped like a skull with crossbones. It has hollow round eye sockets and a small circular hole for the nose. The surface is slightly shiny, and all features are clearly defined.]
A metal death’s head badge as sewn on the front of an SS peaked cap. German armor crews also wore a similar badge.


188
Waffen-SS In Action





[image: Three soldiers in military uniforms stand beside an armored vehicle loaded with supplies on a rural road. Trees line the background, and hills rise beyond them. All elements are rendered without color.]
Waffen-SS troopers armed with MP 40 machine pistols advance past an abandoned American armored car during the Battle of the Bulge.

189
Waffen SS Infantry Badges

[image: A chart displays SS officer rank insignia, featuring shoulder boards, collar patches, and sleeve insignia. Insignia are lined up from lowest to highest rank with symbols and bars on black and silver backgrounds.]
Shoulder boards, collar patches and sleeve badges used to identify Waffen-SS ranks.

190
[image: A vintage cavalry saber with a visibly curved blade and a metal hand guard lies parallel to its black scabbard, both resting on a flat surface. The intricate guard wraps around the hilt of the saber.]
Formal ceremonial dress for officers included a saber and scabbard such as those seen here.

[image: A tan pith helmet with a leather chin strap. On the front is a white shield-shaped insignia displaying two black lightning bolt symbols side by side. The helmet features visible stitching and ventilation holes.]
A very rare tropical cork or “pith” helmet in SS markings. As well as in the western desert, tropical uniform was issued to soldiers in Greece, Italy and in the Caucasus.

[image: A tan military cap with a black embroidered skull insignia centered on the front and an eagle above it, wings spread wide. The details are bold and clearly defined against the fabric of the cap.]
Another tropical hat, this time in the much more practical peaked field cap style. The eagle and death’s head badges are on the black backing more commonly associated with fieldgray or black SS uniforms.

191
[image: A close-up shows a military hat with a rounded crown and short brim. An insignia is visible on the front above the band, and stitching detailing runs along the edge of the brim. The background is out of focus.]
Many Waffen-SS units wore unit cuff bands embroidered with their unit name. This one is from the Totenkopf division, a unit initially formed from concentration camp guards.


192
[image: A fabric armband displaying the word Germania, embroidered in prominent Gothic script. The background and thread create a striking contrast that highlights the ornate lettering across the band.]
Another woven cuff band, this time from Cermania division, which eventually became the SS Wiking, a formation largely manned by nordic and Scandinavian volunteers.

[image: A close-up view shows two round badges side by side. Each badge has a unique design and text, both clearly visible. The surface details, edges, and center emblems of the badges are in sharp focus.]
Waffen-SS breast eagle and a Corporal’s collar patch, both on black background.

[image: A close-up of a smooth, cylindrical metal object with a polished surface and small ridges near one end. The background is blurred, keeping the focus on the shiny contours and subtle textures of the metal.]
A Waffen-SS officer’s style belt buckle.

[image: A camouflage-patterned military uniform sleeve displays an embroidered eagle clutching a swastika, positioned above a single black chevron patch. Only the upper section of the sleeve and patches are visible.]
sleeve, eagle and rank badges on a senior Lance-Corporal’s tunic. The tunic is in “pea” pattern camouflage.

[image: A ceremonial dagger with a dark handle, silver-colored guard, and decorative chain. German script is visible along the blade. The dagger lies beside a matching sheath that is also dark with silver-toned details.]
A ceremonial SS dagger with scabbard, chain, portapee cord and engraved motto on the blade.

193
[image: Several soldiers in military uniforms, carrying equipment, step out of a rubber boat onto a rocky riverbank. In the background, smoke rises from across the water. All figures and gear are clearly visible.]
An SS mortar team preparing to cross a river on an inflatable assault boat. Notice the heavy baseplate carried by the soldier in the middle of the group.

[image: A dark, worn German military helmet from World War Two with an SS insignia on the side. Next to it sits the helmet’s interior liner, showing cracked, aged leather padding. Both items rest on a plain surface.]
An extremely rare paratrooper helmet with SS markings. A single battalion of SS paratroopers saw service.

194
Mountain Troops (GEBIRGSJÄGER)







The Mountain Infantry Regiment



195
[image: Four soldiers in World War II uniforms and gear sit inside a military aircraft, each holding a rifle. The interior of the plane surrounds them as they look ahead with focused expressions.]
Mountain troops but airborne. These men are from the 5th Mountain Division, units of which were landed from Ju 52 transports during the invasion of Crete.

196
Weapons





[image: Two bolt-action rifles with wood stocks and metal barrels lie side by side horizontally, pointing in opposite directions. Both display visible trigger guards and iron sights.]
Two examples of the Gewehr 33/40(t) as used by mountain troops. The rifle was originally made in Czechoslovakia as the Vz 33, and was itself a lightweight copy of the Mauser G98. Once the Germans had overrun the country they took the rifle into army service, where it was mainly issued to mountain units who valued the light, handy weapon.
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Personal Equipment

Clothing




[image: Two rectangular patches, each with a single vertical silver bar embroidered at the center on a dark background, are side by side. The patches have defined edges and simple, minimalistic designs.]
Officers’ collar patches in silver thread on the green backing which indicates mountain troops.

[image: A mannequin wearing vintage military winter attire sits on a chair, holding wooden ski poles. Skis are propped upright next to it. The outfit features a cap, goggles, gloves, and boots.]
A Gebirgsjäger with skis and ski-poles. He is wearing a reversible gray/white smock with chest pockets and gray trousers tucked into gaiters and short boots. Note the peaked mountain cap and snow goggles.

198
Mountain and Winter Equipment


[image: Two images show a vintage canvas backpack with leather straps and metal buckles. The upper view presents the front with two side pockets and a top flap, while the lower view shows the back with padded shoulder straps.]
Front and rear views of a large Bergen rucksack as used by mountain troops. Note the various straps and loops for attaching other items of equipment.

[image: A vintage rucksack with several pockets and an ice axe attached, positioned behind a pair of worn hiking boots made of dark leather. The arrangement is simple, with all items clearly visible.]
The boots, rucksack and grappling hook shown here are all specialist mountain equipment. Note the metal clips wrapped around the soles of the boots for the attachment of crampons etc.

199
[image: A climber in winter gear and a large backpack climbs a steep, snowy mountainside with an ice axe. The scene shows the rugged terrain and challenging ascent, with strong light and shadow contrasts.]
A heavily-laden soldier negotiates a steep, ice-covered slope. He is roped up to a colleague and is wearing crampons and a winter camouflage smock, while carrying a metal-framed Bergen rucksack. Thick snow and ice, high winds, low temperatures and the thin air of high altitude combine to make movement and even just survival an exhausting and difficult business. Mountain troops also operated in extreme heat, and hot, dry summers in Italy, the Caucasus or Greece proved to be just as trying for the fighting soldier as winter. Combat operations in these conditions pose their own set of tactical problems. Weapons, ammunition and heavy equipment all have to be carried across this rugged terrain, either by man or mule. The difficulty of carrying heavy radio gear and poor reception conditions in rough ground make command and control problematic, demanding high levels of initiative and independence at all levels. Lack of space makes it difficult to deploy artillery, while limited ammunition reduces its effectiveness further. Tactical air support also struggles to operate and find targets in such rough, high terrain, while rapidly-changing weather can force a change to operational plans within minutes. Men who fight in these conditions need to be supremely fit, with deep reserves of stamina, endurance and determination.



200
[image: A person in winter clothing crouches on skis in deep snow, aiming a rifle. Snow-covered trees surround them, with mountains visible in the background. Everything is clearly seen and well-defined.]
A mountain trooper using his ski-poles to make an improvised rest for his rifle.

[image: Three embroidered flower badges show edelweiss blooms with white petals and yellow centers on a green background; one appears metallic, while two are fabric patches with slight differences in shape and border.]
The Eidelweiss badge was the symbol of mountain troops and the metal example shown would have been worn on left side of the field cap. The two cloth badges indicate a Waffen-SS mountain unit.

Badges


201
[image: German soldiers in uniform stand in formation. In the foreground, a soldier leads a horse harnessed to a cart. The photo is historical with no visible modern elements and shows only what is present without added context.]
Mountain operations depended on mules for much of their transport. Shown here on a parade are two mules carrying a disassembled light anti-aircraft gun.


Transport
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Paratroops (FallschirmjÄGER)




[image: A gold and silver badge shows a swooping eagle at the center. The eagle is encircled by a gold wreath, with another German-style eagle above clutching a swastika at the top of the badge.]
The diving eagle Fallschirmjäger badge as worn by paratroopers.


[image: Several soldiers in uniform and helmets are standing together, holding rifles, and surrounding a man in a suit with a hat. All are facing the camera and posing. The image appears historic and is black-and-white.]
A group of paratroopers after the attack on Holland pose with a civilian, possibly a fifth columnist or collaborator.

203

[image: Two mannequins in World War II German uniforms sit next to wooden crates and gear. One wears a camouflage helmet, the other a green helmet. Various field items and a large backpack are arranged in front of them.]
Two Luftwaffe figures, the one on the left being a paratrooper. Note the camouflaged smock, the MP44 assault rifle and the netting on the paratrooper’s helmet. The rucksack on the ground is in Luftwaffe blue, although the Zeltbahn strapped to it is in splinter camouflage.

204
[image: Several soldiers in uniforms and helmets are sitting and standing on a tank, all facing the camera with smiles. The group is outdoors. The photo lacks color, emphasizing contrast and detail.]
By the end of the war paratroopers were being used as elite infantry, often being deployed to plug the lines in a crisis. This group are hitching a ride on a Panther tank in December 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge.
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Uniforms and Equipment

[image: A mannequin displays both sides of a long military jacket in tan and green camouflage. The front has a winged insignia on the left chest, while the back features two large pockets.]
Front and rear views of a splinter-camouflaged paratrooper’s smock. The long smock could be gathered between the legs with the edges clipped together or could be left loose. Early war smocks were in a gray-blue color.

[image: Two views of a military helmet: left shows side profile with dark shell and chinstrap; right displays top view revealing tan interior padding arranged in circular sections and black webbed suspension system.]
The paratrooper helmet followed a similar outline to the standard army one but had no flared rim to catch on rigging lines.

206
Parachutes




[image: A mannequin dressed in a World War Two paratrooper uniform stands upright, holding parachute cords in both hands. At the mannequin’s feet lies a packed parachute. The background features a camouflage pattern.]
A paratrooper in the process of folding his parachute and gathering in the rigging lines. Notice that he wears Luftwaffe uniform and badges under his smock.


207
[image: A vintage military smock with a green, brown, and tan spotted camouflage pattern is draped on a black mannequin torso. The fabric appears rugged and the pattern consists of irregular shapes across the jacket.]
A rare paratrooper’s smock in SS “pea” camouflage.

[image: A photo shows a soldier in uniform and helmet standing in profile on open ground, carrying a large backpack and various gear visible on his back and belt. The background appears empty, with no other figures present.]
A pre-war publicity shot of a paratrooper in jump gear, with helmet on and parachute attached. After the jump he would quickly need to find the separate container with his weapon and equipment.

[image: A folding knife with a visible wooden handle and a partially extended metal blade. The handle has a metal loop at its end, and there is a finger guard positioned near the base of the blade.]
The gravity knife could be opened with one hand and enabled a paratrooper to cut his way out of tangled rigging lines after landing.

208

Containers


[image: Several German military medals, badges, certificates, and several black-and-white photographs are laid out side by side on a flat surface, displaying visible awards and documents related to a soldier’s service.]
Personal effects of Sgt Major Erwin Haug of the 1st Parachute Regiment. Included are his parachutist badges, Crete shield, Iron Cross 1st and 2nd class, ground assault badge, wound badge, certificates, ID documents and cuff bands.
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[image: A World War II-era German paratrooper in helmet and uniform stands at an aircraft doorway, gripping both sides with hands, preparing to jump. His stance is tense, looking outward.]
Preparing to jump from the door of a Ju 52. He will dive out in a headdown spread-eagle while his parachute opens automatically. Note the padded knee-protectors.

Weapons


Communications


210
[image: Four soldiers in worn uniforms and helmets stand together outdoors. Two face the camera, one smokes a cigarette, and another rests hands on hips. Some carry visible gear. The background appears rugged and natural.]
These men are wearing their smocks both clipped between their legs and hanging loose. One has chest bandoliers for holding FG 42 magazines.
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[image: A black vintage submachine gun with a folding stock and an attached sling rests on a white surface. The weapon’s details, including the barrel, trigger, grip, and metalwork, are clearly visible.]
Paratroopers made extensive use of automatic weapons such as the MP 40. Note the folding stock under the receiver

[image: A group of World War II-era soldiers in full gear stand side by side outdoors, holding rifles and wearing helmets and camouflage uniforms. The image is black and white.]
A group of paratroopers after their daring raid to snatch Mussolini in 1943. They are wearing helmet nets and splinter-camouflaged smocks, and have a mixture of Kar 98 and FG 42 rifles as well as belts for their MG 42 machine gun. The large figure third from the left has bandoliers for FG 42 magazines while the man to his left has a grenade cup on his Kar 98 rifle.

Provisions
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Other Infantry Contingents


Naval Infantry





[image: A World War II German military uniform jacket, featuring a red cross armband on the left sleeve, several medical pouches attached to the belt, and a yellow eagle insignia located above the right breast pocket.]
The tunic is for a naval infantry soldier and has the late-war style of lower pockets, inset into the lining. This tunic belonged to a unit medic, as indicated by the armband and the large pouches for dressings and first aid equipment.

[image: A well-worn, dark military helmet from World War II with visible scuffs and scratches. On the side is a faded insignia showing an eagle perched above a swastika. The overall surface appears aged and battered.]
A 1943-pattern naval infantry helmet, originally painted in gray and with the gold on black naval eagle decal on the side.

[image: A battered steel military helmet with visible rust patches, a smooth rounded dome, and an attached chin strap hangs loosely below. The helmet is shown in side profile against a plain background.]
Another naval infantry helmet, this time bearing the remains of a camouflage pattern painted over the normal gray color.

[image: A white eagle with outstretched wings stands prominently, featuring a distinct symbol displayed on its chest. The background is plain, drawing attention to the eagle and the unique emblem it bears.]
The sleeve badges indicate that these men belong to the RAD (Reichesarbeitsdienst), a support organization responsible for field labor and construction. Towards the end of the war many RAD units were pressed into service as untrained infantry.

[image: Four German soldiers in World War II uniforms sit on rocky ground, engaged in conversation. One smokes a cigarette. Their visible swastika armbands and various military gear are clearly shown.]
Uniform eagle badges came in a wide variety of types, ranging from woven metal thread to simple prints on green triangular patches of material. This one has good quality backing material with a woven gray thread pattern.
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Luftwaffe Field Divisions


[image: Three German soldiers in World War II uniforms stand over a woman who is emerging from an opening in the ground amid a war-ravaged outdoor area with rubble and scattered debris visible around them.]
These men from a Luftwaffe field division (note the collar badges, breast eagle and Bergmann sub-machine gun) question a Russian woman surviving in the ruins of her home.
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[image: Front and back views of a mannequin wearing a WWII German Luftwaffe uniform, displaying labeled gear: helmet, rifle slung at the side, tall boots, backpack, canteen on belt, gas mask case over shoulder, and assorted field equipment.]
A Luftwaffe field soldier in full military equipment.
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[image: A person in a gas mask walks outdoors through thick, swirling smoke or gas. The scene is photographed in monochrome and shows only the individual and dense clouds around them, creating a tense atmosphere.]
A soldier from a Luftwaffe field division in training. He has camouflage foliage and a face net on his helmet.




[image: A metal belt buckle shows an eagle with outstretched wings clutching a swastika in its talons, centered within a wreath. The surface appears detailed with raised, textured designs.]
A Luftwaffe belt buckle with eagle and crest.
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Armored Units


[image: Front and back view of a mannequin in black World War II German tank crew uniform, wearing helmet, boots, field gear, ammo pouches. Various equipment pieces are labeled with descriptive tags.]
A Panzer crewman in military field gear and with a rifle ready to act as a temporary infantryman.
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[image: Two mannequins show front and back views of a WWII German soldier in uniform, helmet, boots, and ammo belts; each holds a rifle and has a large backpack with gear. Fine lines point to labeled equipment parts.]
Assault gun crews wore a similar uniform to armor crews but in field gray or sometimes reed green. This man is kitted out for infantry action as a machine gunner
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Foreign Troops



[image: A smiling soldier in winter camouflage stands on snow with skis and poles, wearing a cap and an ammunition belt across his chest. Another soldier is visible behind him among trees.]
A Norwegian volunteer in the SS in winter conditions. Such volunteers were often not treated kindly by their own countrymen after the war.

[image: A gold star-shaped medal and a silver star-shaped medal rest side by side. Each has a circular floral design at its center. The silver medal is attached to a green ribbon, while the gold one is not.]
 The shield and medal were worn by “East Peoples Volunteers”; men from the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania who fought in German service against the Russians.

[image: Three black fabric military patches: the top shows a shield with a checkerboard pattern, while each of the two below features a hand holding a curved sword above a swastika symbol.]
left These badges were worn by Croatian volunteers in a Waffen-SS mountain unit fighting against Yugoslav partisans. The red and white shield was worn on a fez-style cap while the other patches were on the tunic collar.
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[image: Two soldiers wearing winter uniforms and helmets crouch behind equipment in snow, both aiming rifles. The landscape shows visible war damage, with debris scattered across the snowy ground.]
Spaniards fighting in the Blue Division on the eastern front. Apart from their blue shirts, their uniforms, weapons and equipment were identical to those used by German army formations.

Spanish Blue Division







Legion Des Volontaires Franqais (LVF)
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Hilfswillige (HIWIS)


[image: A person in a headscarf and gloves is aiming a rifle, partially hidden behind a large rock in an outdoor rugged landscape. The person’s face is mostly visible, with their body crouched low to the ground.]
A Moslem auxiliary in German service in the Balkans

[image: A gray military jacket with a black collar, white piping details, shoulder epaulets, metallic insignia on the chest, and four front pockets is shown displayed on a black mannequin torso.]
Tunic and badges worn by Soviet HiWi volunteers in German service.
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[image: A grey fez hat with a black tassel, displaying an embroidered eagle clutching a swastika above a skull and crossbones emblem on its front.]
The Waffen-SS recruited many volunteers from different nationalities and ethnic groups although they were never regarded as full members of the SS. Many thousands of Moslems joined, mainly from Soviet territories, in the hope of overthrowing the Communist government. Many wore these fez-style hats adorned with the eagle and death’s head badge of the SS.

[image: A mannequin shown from the shoulders up wears a World War II German military uniform with visible red collar tabs and a grey fur hat. The background is plain and unadorned.]
Cossacks had no love for the Soviet Communist government and many willingly served in German uniform. They were employed in both eastern and western theaters.

[image: A red fez hat with two visible patches: one patch shows an eagle perched atop a swastika, the other displays a skull and crossbones.]
Another fez hat worn by an SS volunteer. After Germany surrendered most of the survivors were handed to the Soviet Government where they were either executed immediately or condemned to harsh sentences in Gulag work camps.
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Cavalry


[image: A group of soldiers in uniform, some standing and some kneeling, surround several piles of supplies and two pack animals on uneven ground. A few handle gear while others tend directly to the animals.]
A cavalry unit prepares for a river crossing. Equipment and weapons are being wrapped in Zeltbahn to make reasonably watertight packages.
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[image: A soldier in a helmet rides a horse at full speed over a grassy field. The rifle is slung across the soldier’s back, and both rider and horse are facing right. Only the grassy ground and sky are visible.]
Cavalry units were effective for anti-partisan and security duties in the Ukraine and Byelorussia.
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This soldier is wearing the side
cap or Feldmiitze, worn instead
of the steel helmet when
combat was not expected.

The distinctive muzzle cap
identifies this rifle as a G41.

Instead of the Tornisser large pack, he
has a lightweight “A” frame on his
back onto which is strapped a
camouflaged poncho. The “A” frame
was also known as the battle pack

Gas mask cases were
carried as standard
equipment, even after the
threat of the allies using
gas had long diminished.

Note the entrenching tool
hanging down from the belt,
complete with the bayonet

Over his Brotbeutel bread bag
frog strapped over it.

are his mess tins and canteen.
This canteen has a woolen

cover and a small-sized cup, in
this case made from metal.

He is wearing a tunic and
trousers in the late-war SS
“pea” or “dot” multi-season
camouflage scheme.

While he is wearing high
marching boots, his trousers
are cut to the latewar baggy
style which was normally
seen with gaiters and low
boots.
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The M1935 helmet had a rolled edge to
give a rounded rim. Before the war,
helmets were given a smooth, shiny paint
surface, but combat experience caused
various matt colors and rough textures to
be applied instead. Shown here is the Nazi
symbol decal that was applied to the left
side until 1943.

A shield in the national colors of black,
white and red was applied to the right
side of the steel helmet until the middle
of 1940.

This man is carrying his equipment in
marching order, and arrayed around the
top of his large pack are a Zeltbahn and
blanket. The camouflaged (army “splinter”
pattern) Zeltbahn, or quarter-shelter, could
be worn as a poncho or could be
joined together with others to form a
tent. Alongside it is a light gray
blanket. Both are strapped on to the
outside of the pack and can be
removed without having to

remove or open the pack.

Hanging from loops on the
belt is a canvas M1931
Brotbeutel or “bread bag”. In it
would be kept the day’s
rations, perhaps a cleaning kit,
and other small personal
items. The Brotbeutel originally
came with a long shoulder
strap which could be used to
carry other packs or bags, or
could even be strapped
around the steel helmet to
enable camouflage materials
and foliage to be attached.

The M1939 large pack, or
Tornister, was made from
canvas with a cowhidecovered
flap. Inside the

soldier would carry washing
and shaving kit, spare
clothing, underwear, socks
and shoes, weapons cleaning
kit and other items. Many
had an external strap on the
lower edge of the cover flap,
but this variant doesn’t.

A gas mask was kept in a
cylindrical metal container,
normally suspended over
the shoulder on a separate
strap. This container on this
example is painted gray.

There were many variations of M1935
canteen. This one has a thick woolen
cover and a leather strap holding a
metal cup with wire handles. It is held

by Il strap hanging fi the belt.
yasmet sep.anging oM the be The M1931 mess tin set has

both a deep pot and a lid
that could be used as a
cooking pan. This one is
painted in olive drab.

For most of the war the German
soldier wore wide cut trousers
tucked into high leather boots, as
shown here. From 1943 onwards
more and more soldiers had
shorter boots with trousers tucked
into short gaiters or puttees.

The most common army boot was the
high marching boot, made of black
leather and reaching up to just below
the knee. The soles incorporated a
pattern of metal studs.
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The collar badges and braid
trim show that this man is an
NCO in an infantry unit.

The black leather “Y”
harness was attached
to the ammunition
pouches or belt at the
front and to the belt at
the back.

As an NCO or squad
commander, this man
carries an MP40
submachine gun on a
leather sling around his

Soldiers were issued with a rectangular. neck

gas cape made from impregnated
paper or rubberized fabric. The cape
was kept in this fabric pouch, held shut
with two press buttons. The pouch
could be worn (as here) across the
chest, attached to the strap for the gas
mask canister; or could be attached to
the canister itself.
His tunic is of mid-war He has a single triple
production and is still of pouch which holds three
reasonable quality material magazines for his MP40.
and cut. Both the breast Most of pouches were
and skirt pockets are made from canvas, but
pleated while the collar is the one shown here is in
finished with;darkigreen black leather. The little

material. The tunic is in pocket in front holds a
army ‘feldgrau’, a greenish- loading tool.

gray color which varied
considerably depending on
the uniform maker and
individual production
batch.

NCOs and officers were issued with leather map
cases such as the M1935 model, shown here
hanging from the belt. The case has room for
pens, pencils, chinagraph markers, compasses etc
and opens out to reveal the map under a
transparent waterproof cover.

black leather belt forms the
foundation of his field equipment, with
harnesses and pouches all being
attached to it. The belt buckle has the
Nazi eagle and emblem with the motto
“Gott Mit Uns” around it.
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