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    This devotional is dedicated to my wife Denise, whose love, patience, and faithful support carried me through the writing of this project.


    To my family, I offer this work with the prayer that these devotionals will continue to strengthen your faith and encourage your walk with the Lord for generations to come.


    Above all, this work is dedicated to God. May He use it to strengthen the faith of believers, draw unbelievers to Himself, and bring glory to His name.
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    What Others Are Saying


    “The best music is a result of many hours of practice in solitude. Likewise, the deepest devotionals are a glimpse into the private closet of a life walked with God. I have witnessed my brother and co-labourer in Christ, Steve Ranni, walk with God for more than 23 years. Upon these pages you read are the intimate moments between a man, husband, father, preacher and his God. May they stir you and I as they have the author into a deepening walk with Jesus.”


    —Reverend Gregory Sparkes, Canadian Forces Chaplain


    “These devotionals are not only timely truths from God’s Word, but are also pastoral in heart. The insights in these pages have been collected from messages shared over the course of Steve’s years in pastoral ministry. His words carry a heart to see all Christians keep in step with the Spirit and know the joy that it is to call Him friend. As his son, friend, and co-labourer in the gospel, it is my privilege to endorse this work.”


    —Pastor Ryan Ranni, Young Adults Pastor, Hope City Church, Fredericton New Brunswick


    “Reverend Steve Ranni brings Scripture to life through these practical and encouraging devotionals, thoughtfully drawn from years of pastoral teaching. With clarity and compassion, he guides readers into God’s Word, helping them apply biblical truth to everyday life. These devotionals will strengthen your prayer life, deepen your faith, and encourage you to stand firmly on the promises of God as you grow in your walk with Him.”


    —Tammy Leigh Robinson, Best-Selling Author of the NAMELESS Trilogy and Stories of Good Grief


    “Every Christian needs tools and truths to navigate life faithfully in a difficult world. We must know who God is, what He calls us to do, and who He calls us to be. Walking in the Spirit is a 90-day devotional designed to help believers do just that, as author Steve Ranni draws from decades of life and ministry experience to equip the saints in a clear and practical way. New Christians will find the tools and truths needed for the early stages of their walk, while mature believers will find their spiritual tools sharpened again. Whether you are just beginning your walk with the Spirit or have been walking with Him for many years, this devotional will equip you well for the journey.


    —Pastor Corey Betts


    Christ Community Church, Fredericton New Brunswick

  


  
    Foreword


    Genuine spirituality is found in a life yielded to the Holy Spirit and lived in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the product of faith alone in the One who died for all people. Such spirituality is nurtured by a daily devotional life in which the Word of God is the “meat and drink” for one’s soul.


    In the following pages Pastor Steve Ranni graciously guides his readers to a personal walk through selected Bible passages in a manner that will warm the Christian’s heart. The need for spiritual freshness is an ongoing reality that can only be met by Scripture. These meditations will encourage us to focus our attention on God’s Word and to draw closer to the Lord.


    It will become evident that these devotionals are not just sentimental thoughts. They are reflections of the author’s years of Bible study, spiritual exercise and pastoral ministry. They are the words of a pastor’s heart. May the Lord use them to encourage you today.


    Relax, and prayerfully embrace God’s truth and loving kindness.


    David Doherty Th. D., 


    Campus Pastor, Academic Dean, Faculty


    New Brunswick Bible Institute, Victoria Corner, New Brunswick


    Author of Whosoever Will May Come, Did Jesus Die for You? 

  


  
    


    Introduction:
Who Is the Holy Spirit?


    Before we can walk in the Spirit, we must first understand who the Holy Spirit is. In the Christian faith, the Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force, influence, or some sort of feeling. He is the third Person of the Trinity—fully God, equal with the Father and the Son, and eternally existent.


    Jesus affirmed this truth when He promised His disciples that after His departure, the Father would send a Helper: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you” (John 14:16 NLT).


    The word ‘another’ here means “one of the same kind.” Just as Jesus walked with the disciples in person, the Holy Spirit would now dwell within them.


    Scripture clearly presents the Holy Spirit as a person with intellect and emotions. He speaks (Acts 13:2 NIV), teaches (John 14:26 NLT), guides (Romans 8:14 NIV), grieves (Ephesians 4:30 NIV), and intercedes for all believers (Romans 8:26–27 NKJV). These are not the actions of an impersonal force but of a divine Person who desires relationship.


    Jesus referred to the Spirit using personal pronouns, saying, “When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13 NKJV).


    The Holy Spirit possesses all the attributes of deity. He is eternal (Hebrews 9:14), all-knowing (1 Corinthians 2:10–11), all-powerful (Luke 1:35), and present everywhere (Psalm 139:7–10). In Acts 5:3–4, Peter equates lying to the Holy Spirit with lying to God, clearly identifying Him as divine.


    From creation onward, the Spirit has been actively at work: Scripture says that “The Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters” (Genesis 1:2 NLT). The same Spirit who participated in creation now lives within every believer.


    The Holy Spirit is holy—set apart and pure in all His ways. He does not lead believers into sin but into righteousness and truth. His character is revealed through the fruit He produces in the lives of those who walk with Him: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23 NLT). These qualities reflect the very nature of God. As we walk in step with the Spirit, His character becomes increasingly evident in our lives.


    The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in the life of every Christian. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8, NIV). He regenerates the believer at salvation (Titus 3:5 NLT). He indwells every follower of Christ (Romans 8:11 NKJV), sealing them as God’s own (Ephesians 1:13–14 NIV).


    The Spirit also empowers believers to live the Christian life: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7 NIV). Walking in the Spirit is not about self-effort but a daily dependence on His strength and guidance.


    A Spirit-Led life lives in ongoing fellowship with Him—listening to His voice, yielding to His leading, and relying on His power. Paul exhorts believers, “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves” (Galatians 5:16 NLT).


    This 90-day journey is an invitation for you to know the Holy Spirit more deeply—not merely as a doctrine to understand, but as a divine Companion to walk with and to be led by. He is God’s abiding presence within us, leading us into truth, and empowering us to live lives that honour the Father.


    As you embark on this journey, may you come to know the Holy Spirit not just as the third Person of the Trinity, but as your Helper, Guide, Comforter, and Friend.
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    Walking in the Spirit


    Read: Galatians 5:16-25


    The Christian life is not a static experience or a sprint—it’s a daily walk. When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians, he was addressing believers who, like we do, struggled to live out their faith in a world full of competing voices that can sometimes be extremely deafening. “Walk by the Spirit,” he said, “and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” (vs16 NIV) It sounds simple, yet it touches the deepest tension in every believer’s heart.


    When someone becomes a Christian, they are given new life. The Holy Spirit takes up residence within us, renewing our minds and hearts. Now, even though we have been made new, our old nature—the flesh—still lingers and fights for control whenever it can. These two natures, Paul says, are in constant conflict (vs. 16–18). The flesh craves comfort, pride, and self-satisfaction; the Spirit draws us toward surrender, humility, and holiness. To follow the Spirit means acknowledging this battle—not denying it, not excusing it—but learning to yield our will to God’s daily leading.


    How you live your life points to who you live it for. Every decision, every word, and every attitude reveals the source of your strength. Paul contrasts the “acts of the flesh” (vs. 19–21) with the “fruit of the Spirit” (vs. 22–23). The works of the flesh are things we produce on our own—selfishness, anger, impurity, envy. The fruit of the Spirit, however, is what God produces in us as we abide in Him—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.


    Notice the difference between “acts” and “fruit.” Acts are what we do; fruit is what God grows. Our part is not to strive harder but to stay rooted in the Spirit’s presence. When our roots go deep into God’s Word and we mature in Christ, His fruit becomes visible in our lives.


    The gospel itself is reflected here. The struggle between the flesh and Spirit points us back to the cross—where Jesus carried the full weight of our sin so we would not have to. If we ignore or downplay our sin, we will minimize the power of His sacrifice. The more we understand what He saved us from, the more deeply we will appreciate His grace.


    Paul connects this truth beautifully in (Philippians 2:12–13 NIV): “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill His good purpose.” We do not “work for” salvation—Christ already accomplished that completely. But we work it out by cooperating with the Spirit’s transforming power. Spiritual growth requires participation. Every day we must choose to walk where He leads, to obey when it’s difficult, and to trust when things seem unclear.


    An unknown author once said, “Sin and the child of God may occasionally meet, but they cannot permanently sit together.” This is the reality of life in the Spirit. There will be moments when we stumble—when the flesh momentarily wins. But if the Spirit truly dwells within us, we will not stay comfortable there because He will convict, correct, and eventually call us back to fellowship. Walking in the Spirit means we keep moving forward and getting back up when we fall.


    Walking implies progress and direction. It’s not running ahead of God or standing still in complacency—it’s step-by-step obedience. It’s daily choices like forgiving when it’s hard, showing kindness when it’s inconvenient, or choosing peace over resentment. These are the quiet steps that form a Spirit-led life.


    


    The truth is, walking in the Spirit doesn’t happen by accident. It requires intentionality. It’s taking a pause before you speak, praying before you act, and listening before you decide. The more we walk with Him, the more we learn His rhythm and recognize His voice.


    So, as you embark on this devotional journey, ask yourself: Whose voice am I following? Am I reacting from my flesh, or responding in the Spirit?


    The Spirit’s path may not always be easy, but it leads to freedom, not bondage; peace, not chaos; life, not death. May the timeless truths of this 90-day devotional help you keep in step with Him—one day at a time. If you are open to the Spirit’s leading, you will find that His fruit will quietly take root in your heart, transforming you from the inside out.


     “Holy Spirit, I want to walk closely with You. Please teach me through these devotionals to recognize Your voice above all others. Help me to crucify the desires of the flesh and to yield fully to Your leading. Produce Your fruit in me so that my life points others to Jesus, Amen.”
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    A Prayer for Wisdom and Power


    Read: Ephesians 1:15-20


    Prayer is one of the greatest gifts God has given us. It isn’t just a religious duty—it’s a real conversation with the God who loves us. As you continue to walk through this devotional, my prayer is that you will be strengthened in your faith and encouraged by the Holy Spirit. Prayer truly changes things. It shapes our hearts, guides our choices, and brings us closer to the One who knows us best.


    In Ephesians 1:15–20, the apostle Paul prays three powerful prayers for the believers in Ephesus. These same prayers can help guide and strengthen our spiritual journey today.


    Paul begins by praying that God would give believers spiritual wisdom so they can know Him better. (Ephesians 1:17 NLT) says, “Asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.” This kind of wisdom doesn’t come from experience alone. It comes from God Himself as we read His Word, pray, and seek His guidance. When we ask God for wisdom, He is faithful to give it. (Proverbs 2:6 NLT) reminds us, “For the Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” As you continue this devotional journey, ask God daily for wisdom—for your life, your family, your decisions, and your spiritual growth. He will guide you.


    Next, Paul prays that believers will fully grasp the hope they have in Christ. Paul wrote, “I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.” (Ephesians 1:18 NLT) This verse tells us something incredible: God calls His people His inheritance. That means He treasures you. You belong to Him. This hope is not fragile or uncertain. It is strong, steady, and unchanging because it’s rooted in the finished work of Jesus Christ.


    When we understand who we are in Christ, His light pushes back the darkness that tries to pull us down. John declares that, “The light shines in the darkness,and the darkness can never extinguish it.” (John 1:5 NLT) We are God’s people, bought with the precious blood of Jesus. This truth gives us purpose, confidence, and hope as we walk with Christ. As Paul prayed for the Ephesian believers, we too can pray that God’s light floods our hearts and helps us live each day with a clear sense of hope and identity in Him.


    Paul ends his prayer by asking God to help believers understand the greatness of His power. (Ephesians 1:19–20 NLT) says, “I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honour at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.” The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in the life of every believer. This power gives us strength when we feel weak, courage when we feel afraid, and hope when circumstances seem overwhelming.


    Paul understood this deeply when he said, “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’—and I am the worst of them all.” (1 Timothy 1:15 NLT) And in (Ephesians 3:12 NLT) he said, “Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.” This resurrection power is not distant or unreachable. Through prayer, faith, and the Holy Spirit, God equips and empowers every believer to live out their calling.


    Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1 is a prayer we can make our own today. As you continue on this devotional journey, may God’s Word take root in your heart. May His wisdom guide you, His hope strengthen you, and His power sustain you. Remember, God is faithful, and He will walk with you through every season ahead.


    “Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love, Your grace, and the gift of prayer. I ask today for Your wisdom—help me grow in my understanding of who You are. Flood my heart with Your light so I can fully grasp the hope I have in Christ. Help me understand and experience the power You make available to all who believe. Strengthen my faith, guide my steps, and draw me closer to You every day. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.”
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    Achieving Faith Like a Child


    Read: Matthew 18:1-5


    Our text for today comes from Matthew 18:1-5, where the disciples ask Jesus a question. They inquired about who would be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. However, Jesus responded by demonstrating that they were asking the wrong question. Their question is similar to asking, “How can I be a 5-star Christian?” or “What does it mean to be truly spiritual in God’s eyes?” These are the wrong questions because true spirituality is found in being converted or saved. The Greek word for “converted” means “changed or turned.”


    Childlike faith is not about being “truly spiritual.” Instead, it revolves around a turning point in our lives where we accept Christ and His message with honesty and loyalty, like a child, relying on Him wholeheartedly.


    Childlike faith is about having a different perspective, one focused on eternal rather than temporary rewards. It’s easy to lose our eternal perspective and become distracted by earthly pursuits, even within the Church. We tend to compete for promotions or status, sometimes at the expense of the heavenly treasures that await us.


    Do you remember the carefree days of childhood when you didn’t worry about responsibilities and obligations? Life was simpler, and stress didn’t overwhelm you. Although responsibilities have their place, childlike faith encourages us to embrace God’s perspective and look beyond temporary pleasures.


    To have a childlike faith, we must cultivate three attitudes:


    1. Humility


    Children have a remarkable capacity for humility. They don’t see differences in race, background, or gender as a means to elevate or diminish others. They perceive the world with simplicity and without stress. As Christians, we should also strive to maintain this childlike humility. In Matthew 18:4, Jesus said, “Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”


    2. Teachability


    Children display a remarkable eagerness to learn and a desire for knowledge. As we grow older, we may tend to think we should have all the answers. While the Bible offers many answers, faith means putting trust in God based on spiritual understanding, not irrefutable proof. We don’t need to know everything, but we believe in the One who does.


    3. Dependence


    Children are dependent on others and often ask for help without hesitation. In the same way, Christians must remain utterly dependent on God. 2 Corinthians 1:9-10 emphasizes our need to rely on Him, especially in times of trouble. God is not looking for “5-star Christians.” However, He is looking for dependent followers who trust in His strength.


    Dependence on God is crucial, as it reminds us that we can’t handle life’s challenges on our own. When we ask God for help, He can change our lives in significant ways.


    Childlike faith is marked by humility, teachability, and dependence. If you’re not a Christian, I encourage you to accept Christ into your life. Conversion takes place when someone acknowledges that they have sinned and have fallen short of God’s standards. They humble themselves before their Creator and ask for forgiveness, and by the Holy Spirit’s conviction, they understand that they cannot navigate this life alone and that they need a Saviour to change and inspire them.


    For Christians, this devotion should serve as a reminder to return to the humility, teachability, and dependence of childlike faith. By humbling ourselves and relying on God, we can experience the joy and grace that come from walking with Him. We don’t need to have all the answers; we need to have faith. Remember, God is looking for dependent followers who trust in His strength.


    Having a childlike faith is essential to having a lasting faith. The basis of our faith is that we need a Saviour who will rescue us and renew us from the inside out! We need a Saviour who will lead us and give us strength and guidance for every single day and every single situation that we encounter! If you humble yourself before God, and allow yourself to be taught by Him, and constantly depend on Him, He will renew and refresh you in love and in grace, forever and ever. Amen!


    “Oh Lord, how I long for a childlike faith. A faith that is surrendered to You and one where I fully trust in You and Your promises. I humble myself before You today. My desire is to be teachable and dependent upon You so that I can become more like You. Amen.”

  


  
    


    4


    Guard Your Heart


    Read: Proverbs 4:20-27


    John Flavel wisely observed, “The greatest difficulty in conversion is to win the heart to God, and the greatest difficulty after conversion is to keep the heart with God.” Few statements capture the Christian life more clearly. Scripture consistently points us to the heart because the heart represents the center of who we are—our desires, choices, and direction. When the Bible commands us to “guard your heart,” it invites us into a lifelong practice of spiritual attentiveness. In this devotional, we will consider the reconstruction and the regulation of the heart, as well as several practical ways to live out this biblical instruction.


    The Reconstruction of the Heart


    Christianity is, at its core, a transforming work of God in the heart. Just as physical life depends on the health of the physical heart, spiritual life depends on the condition of the inner person. James Stowell describes the heart as the “comprehensive term for the authentic person”—the place where motives are formed and decisions are made, and where God looks most closely.


    Scripture makes it clear that God must first give us a new heart. In (Ezekiel 36:26–27 NLT), God promises, “I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.” Because of sin, every human heart is corrupted from within. Like a worm hidden inside an apple, sin works internally before its effects are ever seen outwardly in words or actions (see Jeremiah 17:9 NLT).


    While human efforts—education, counselling, or self-improvement—can modify behaviour, only God can truly change the heart. Redemption and cleansing come through Christ alone (Hebrews 9:14 NLT). As the hymn reminds us, nothing but the blood of Jesus can make us whole.


    The Regulation of the Heart


    Once the heart is made new, it must also be guarded. (Proverbs 4:23 NLT) urges us, “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.” To guard means to watch carefully, to protect diligently, and to supply what nourishes growth—chiefly, the Word of God.


    Jesus taught that what fills the heart will eventually shape our lives. “What you say flows from what is in your heart” (Luke 6:45 NLT). A heart shaped by God produces godly fruit. This is why Christianity is never merely external; a right heart leads to a righteous life.


    God also calls for wholehearted devotion. “O my son, give me your heart. May your eyes take delight in following my ways” (Proverbs 23:26 NLT). True worship begins where no one else sees—in the heart. Without a guarded heart, spiritual habits become empty routines.


    Practical Steps to Guard Your Heart


    Keep Your Heart Full


    Fill your heart with Christ, the cross, and eternal truth (Colossians 3:1–3 NLT). A heart full of God leaves little room for sin.


    Keep Your Heart Pure


    Focus your thoughts on what honours the Lord (Philippians 4:8 NLT), and actively resist pride, lust, and greed (1 Peter 1:15–16 NLT).


    Keep Your Heart Loyal


    Give your heart fully to Christ, serving Him alone (Matthew 22:37 NLT).


    Watch What You Say


    Let your words build others up, not tear them down (Proverbs 18:21 NLT; Ephesians 4:29 NLT).


    Watch What You Watch


    Be mindful of what you allow into your mind (Psalm 101:3 NLT; Matthew 6:22–23 NLT).


    Watch Where You Walk


    Choose godly companions who strengthen your faith (Proverbs 13:20 NLT; 1 Corinthians 15:33, NLT).


    In conclusion, guarding your heart involves prayer, resisting temptation, immersing yourself in God’s Word, exercising faith, and maintaining communion with Christ. When these biblical guidelines are implemented, Philippians 4:7 assures us that, “The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” So, if you diligently guard your heart, your life will be rooted in God’s peace and righteousness.


    “Jesus, I desire a pure heart. May the lyrics of Purify My Heart by Brian Doerksen resound today, “Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy, set apart for You, Lord. I choose to be holy, set apart for You, my Master, Ready to do Your will.” Amen.”
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    The Hope Within Us


    Read: Mark 13:24-37


    How often do we find ourselves caught in the tension of a promise unfulfilled? In a world where broken promises are almost expected, we, too, at times stumble in keeping our word. However, as Christians, we are called to a different standard. One that is reflected in the promises of our faithful God. Today, we explore the theme of hope embedded in God’s promises, drawn from Mark 13:24-37.


    Mark’s Gospel outlines a profound prediction of Christ’s return. Verses 24-27 vividly describe cosmic events signalling the Son of Man’s coming. While the exact day of the second advent is unknown, the certainty of His return remains. We are living in a ‘Between Time,’ a space marked by both Christ’s first and second coming. As author William Willomon puts it, “We are between the now and the not yet.” Our existence in this in-between time is intentional, orchestrated by God for a divine purpose.


    Mark urges us to be prepared, drawing an analogy from the fig tree. While we may not know the precise timing, we can discern the signs of the times. Living in a state of readiness involves daily routines infused with God’s presence. It’s not about anticipating an event but living a life consistent with our faith. When John Wesley was asked what he would do if Christ returned tomorrow, he replied, “I would go to bed and go to sleep; wake up in the morning, and go on with my work, for I would want Him to find me doing what he had appointed.” The challenge is to live in such a way that our faith is evident, regardless of when Christ returns.


    Mark 13:30-31 unveils a promise that transcends the temporal nature of this world. Heaven and earth will pass away, but God’s words and promises are eternal. This promise is the foundation of our hope. Living with eternity in mind, we face trials and challenges with the assurance that our salvation is secure.


    As we eagerly await Christ’s return, we are commanded to “Keep Watch” (Mark 13:35-37). This call goes beyond mere anticipation; it’s a command to be vigilant, prepared, and active in God’s kingdom work. Keeping watch involves prayer, both for ourselves and for those who have yet to experience the transforming power of Christ. It requires being active in ministry and the building of God’s kingdom.


    Having served in the military with one six-month tour in Bosnia, I equate this to soldiers on active duty; Christians are called to live alert and ready. A soldier doesn’t know when the call to action will come, but training, discipline, and vigilance shape daily life. Even in moments of rest, readiness is never abandoned. In the same way, believers are not anxiously scanning the horizon but faithfully living out their calling, equipped with the armour of God and attentive to their Commander’s voice. Our hope does not make us passive; it prepares us, grounds us, and keeps us faithful until Christ returns.


    The urgency to be prepared and actively prepare others stems from our role in God’s plan for salvation. Living with hope compels us to share that hope with others. In the midst of a world moving closer to its final days, the church stands as the beacon of hope. We are God’s chosen plan for the salvation of humanity, and there is no Plan B.


    


    “Heavenly Father, I thank You for the hope embedded in Your promises. As I navigate this ‘Between Time,’ help me to be vigilant, prepared, and actively involved in Your Kingdom work. May my life reflect the certainty of Your Word, and may I share this hope with those who desperately need to hear it, Amen”.
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    Helper, Fan, or Follower:
The Call to True Discipleship


    Read: Mark 8:34-38


    Today, I invite you to ponder the question: Am I a helper, a fan, or a true follower of Jesus Christ? In a world filled with distractions and half-hearted commitments, it’s essential to examine the depth of our relationship with our Saviour.


    Our devotion centres around Mark 8:34-38, where Jesus delivered a powerful message to the crowd. He gathered His disciples and called on the multitude to consider the cost of following Him. He said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.” These words hold profound significance for anyone who desires to walk in the footsteps of Christ.


    It’s crucial to distinguish between a true follower of Christ and a mere fan. Many in the crowd that followed Jesus during His earthly ministry were not genuine followers; they were mere spectators seeking benefits without considering the cost of discipleship. Sadly, this remains true in today’s culture and even within our churches.


    Jesus discouraged casual association with Him. In Luke 9:57-62, we see examples of individuals who wanted to follow Jesus but were hesitant when confronted with the sacrifices required. The truth is, He wants followers, not fans.


    Fans are like spectators who enjoy the show, seeking entertainment and benefits without full commitment. They are content with a comfortable seat in the back row, not willing to make the sacrifices demanded of true followers.


    To become a true follower of Christ, one must be willing to surrender, sacrifice, and serve selflessly, regardless of the benefits. We must be ready to face hardships and challenges for the sake of the Kingdom of God.


    Just as Jesus doesn’t want fans, He also doesn’t need helpers. Helpers are those who contribute minimally when it suits them. They offer assistance but lack a full commitment to Christ’s cause.


    We must understand that God, the Creator of the universe, doesn’t need our help. In Genesis 1:1, we learn that God created everything. He desires followers who will give their all to His purpose and calling.


    To motivate us in our journey of discipleship, Jesus offers an incredible promise in (Matthew 19:28 NLT): “I assure you that when the world is made new and the Son of Man sits upon his glorious throne, you who have been my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Verse 29 then tells us that those who have given up houses, family, and possessions for His sake will receive a hundredfold in return and inherit eternal life. The rewards of true discipleship far surpass any earthly gains.


    In conclusion, we all face a choice. Are we willing to give up our own way, take up our cross, and follow Jesus? Are we ready to be true followers rather than mere fans or casual helpers? The choice we make will determine where we stand in the Kingdom of God.


    Our commitment to Christ should be unwavering, regardless of the challenges and sacrifices we encounter. 


    As we move forward, let’s rekindle our first love for Christ and fully embrace His devotion to us. Let’s comprehend the depth of His love, sacrifice, and the call He extends to us. By answering His call, we can truly become devoted followers, bearing our cross and following Him. Remember that He is calling and pursuing us, and our response will determine the depth of our relationship with Him.


    “Lord, I want to be a follower, not just a fan or a helper. I now know that you don’t desire fans and you don’t need helpers. May the Holy Spirit convict me in the areas I need to change so that I will surrender, sacrifice, and selflessly serve You all the days of my life, Amen.”
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    Our Faith vs. Our Feelings


    Read: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10


    In our journey of faith, there are times when we face challenges that make us question God’s presence in our lives. Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you didn’t feel God’s comforting touch or hear His reassuring voice? It’s a common experience, and today, we’ll look at the topic of “Faith vs. Feelings.”


    As Christians, we are called to walk by faith, not by sight, and definitely not solely by our feelings. The challenge arises because we believe in a God we can’t see, hear, or touch. I believe most Christians want to experience Him and feel His presence as often as possible. But what happens when there’s nothing? When our struggles lead us to plead with God for a sign, a touch, or a healing, and all we encounter is silence?


    This struggle is universal, and it often leads us to doubt whether we’re truly experiencing God’s presence in our lives. Today, let’s explore the dynamic between our faith and our feelings.


    


    In times of spiritual drought, it’s not uncommon to encounter individuals who claim to feel God’s presence everywhere. They share stories of conversations with God, miraculous interventions, and divine guidance in everyday activities. While these testimonies are often valid, we may wonder, “Why don’t I experience God in the same way?”


    The truth is, feelings can be fickle. They come and go, influenced by various factors. Consider the example of watching an emotional video or experiencing a moving performance on a talent show. While these moments can evoke intense emotions, they don’t necessarily equate to feeling the presence of God.


    The Bible acknowledges that not always feeling God’s presence is a reality. Psalms 77 and 88 present raw, honest expressions of individuals questioning God’s closeness during times of trouble. Even David, the author of Psalm 23, experienced moments of feeling abandoned by God. The Bible reminds us that we won’t always feel God’s presence, and that’s okay.


    The disciples in John 6 exemplify a common human tendency. Despite witnessing Jesus’ miracles, they asked for more signs. Similarly, we might find ourselves wanting God to prove His presence through extraordinary signs. However, God doesn’t always reveal Himself in the ways we expect.


    Moreover, sin can create a barrier between God and us. When we allow sin to persist without repentance, it hardens our hearts and hinders our ability to feel God’s presence. Just as trust is lost in a relationship when one party acts against the other, sin creates distance and prevents us from sensing God’s intimate closeness.


    If you find yourself distant from God, there’s hope. Confession, repentance, and seeking forgiveness are powerful ways to soften a hardened heart. As (1 John 1:9 NLT) assures us, “If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong.” Just
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