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1. ​  Foreword
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Relentless Dumbing Down Of Global Politics?: Serious Human Regression? Who're The Culprits?

At the beginning of the 21st century, in the midst of a constant stream of terrible news around the world about global conflicts, endless wars, horrible war crimes, relentless superpower hegemony, brutal regional-hegemony, unforgivable religious and ethnic prejudices, and the most egregious cruelty against hapless and disadvantaged people, it is almost impossible to be optimistic about the future of humanity.

Why are all these disastrous things happening?

Is the terrible dumbing down of politics the culprit?

Can we stop the alarming back-sliding of human progress?
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2. ​  Squandered Peace Dividend
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Indeed, after enjoying the so-called peace dividend that accrued from the end of the horrible WW2 in 1945, and the comprehensive defeat of Germany’s egregious Nazism and Japan’s brutal militarist expansionism, the world is again in turmoil.

So, while the world was still recovering from the ravages of WW2 through globalization and economic reconstruction, the geopolitical landscape was evolving in ominous ways. 

The most dangerous geopolitical trend was the emergence of toxic politics in the developed West that is the severe dumbing down of politics. This has brought politics to an extremely dangerous level that exploits hate, greed, fear, prejudice and utter selfishness for election and political success.

A recent report said: “The world saw the highest number of armed conflicts in almost 80 years in 2024, dethroning 2023 as a record year. In 2024, 61 conflicts were registered in the world across 36 countries...The world today is far more violent, and far more fragmented, than it was a decade ago.” 
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3. ​  American Leadership?
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From the 1950s, the anti-communist fervour of the USA saw it going headlong into the terribly devastating Vietnam war and Korean war. 

The Middle East was plunged into terrible conflicts and wars during the crucial period of its decolonisation, Israel’s Zionism, and the American need to assure its oil supplies. 

And, after the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, the USA was highly energized to defend its strengthened global hegemony, and it had no hesitation in plunging in in a big way into the two Gulf wars together with its allies. 

Then the USA got bogged down for 20 years with the unnecessarily long Afghanistan war after the 911 terrorist attacks on the USA.

As well, after the Soviet Union was gone, the Western NATO military alliance was so enamoured with triumphalism that it pressed on with its relentless expansion beyond its eastern frontiers, in direct confrontation with Russia, which eventually led to the terrible proxy war with Russia in Ukraine from 2022 and continuing.

In the meantime, the surge of populist politics in the West has produced the selfish “Me First” mindset that saw the rise of MAGA, the “Make America Great Again” phenomenon in the USA. 

Similarly, in the rest of the West, MEGA is surging in Europe, and apparently, MIGA is on the upswing in Israel.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

4. ​  Dangers Ahead?
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At the moment, the world is gripped by serious calls from Western countries to rearm, to rebuild their weapons industry, and to increase military expenditure to an obscene and unprecedented 5% of GDP.

Clearly, this is a return to an old brand of fervent nationalism and global hegemony that portends more conflicts and wars, and even WW3. 

All this has led to a world of dangerous geopolitical division and rivalry, and the rising threat of an all-consuming and all-devastating nuclear war.
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5. ​  Human Progress?
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From absolute rulers to manipulative politicians and unstable governments.

From slaves to lowly waged workers. 

From rich Lords to wealthy Capitalists. 

From Imperial decrees to Supreme court's rulings.

Is humankind progressing or going backward?

Is America setting a terrible example of the dumbing down of politics?

Is MAGA the way forward for America?

Is “My Country First” the war cry of the Western world?

Is the mighty military alliance of the NATO ilk the way to ensure peace? Or to perpetuate wars?

Is democracy running out of ideas?

Is democracy becoming the rule of the populist politicians who gain power through shameless shenanigans and dubious elections?

Is democracy a lost cause because of unthinking masses who vote without care and without responsibility?

Has democracy been hijacked by the cunning populist politicians who have perfected the despicable art of using fears, infectious slogans, and simplistic solutions to win votes?

Has democracy been hijacked by money politics and the financial power of wealthy industrialists and business tycoons?

Is nepotism becoming the norm for power succession when rich and powerful political families continue to hold the reign of power through massively self-funded elections?

Are political campaigns and elections stolen and funded by the wealthy elite and by interfering foreign powers?

Are we getting the best, the smartest, and the most trustworthy people into politics? Or are we getting all those opportunistic politicians who crave only for fame and power?

Truly, can we do better?
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6. ​  Toxic Politics 
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Toxic politics is all pervasive in the modern world.

And the Western democracies are now struggling and threading water furiously to keep their heads above water. 

The surge of extreme right wing politics has been boosted by the egregious ways these democracies had chosen to manage the critical issues of immigration, social welfare and social justice in their society. 

Truly, these systems are purpose-built to maintain the capitalist system of continuous economic growth and industrial development for the benefit of the capitalists. 

Apparently, everything is designed to serve the profit motive to perpetuate the rule of capital.

And it doesn't matter if individual ambitions grew so much as to overwhelm the common good.

And many extreme special interest groups who serve only themselves have flourished in society under this system.
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7. ​  Democracy An Anachronism?
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Indeed, democracy by its very concept is an anachronism. 

This is because although democracy is supposed to be the rule by a government elected by the common people for the common people, it really is not, especially in the Western democracies.

It always ends up as the rule by a government elected by the moneyed and land-owning elite, who use their money and power to run the elections to elect their choice of politicians to run the government, for their own benefit.

And corruption is an inevitable product of this system.

Any benefit or damage to the common people is simply a by-product of this anachronistic system.

It really is democracy of and for the powerful and wealthy elite, just like what it was in the earliest form of Greek democracy.
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8. ​  Democracy Unmasked?
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Even the British brand of Parliamentary democracy derived from the famous 1215 Magna Carta and the 1689 Bill Of Rights was meant to protect the Barons, the Church, and the landowners from the arbitrary power of the king, not to protect the common people. It is today still a constitutional monarchy for the benefit of the elite.

Its recent acts of Brexit and the fervent anti-Russia stance are reflective of the UK elite’s irrational and self-harming obsession. Are all this simply power play of the elite groups? Or are they doing all this for the benefit of the common people?

American democracy was the direct result of the victory of the rebellious British colonists in America, and the American landowners and slave-owners, against the invasive rule of the British monarchy. 

It is rooted in American elitism and the wealthy American landowners and corporations.

It has now become the global centre of the dumbing down of politics.

French democracy was the violent reaction against the excesses of the French monarchy, and had ushered in years of anarchy, unrest and persecution of rival political factions. It is still in constant internal convulsion and confrontation.
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9. ​  Elections The Panacea?
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It is obvious that all elections are but moneyed vehicles and covers to perpetuate the rule of the power elite and the wealthy elite.

And all the toxic politics are but the vicious in-fighting between elitist groups, who use toxic narratives, disinformation, and massive funding to mobilize naive voters to support them in the staged elections.

Ever wonder why there are so many elections and so frequent changes of governments in the Western democracies?

Ever wonder why politics is now so fickle and unstable in the West?
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