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  Chapter One

The Strange Request

Liliana García came into our office on a Monday morning in November of 2035 wearing dental-hygienist scrubs she had on the small private accounting of the past nine weeks no longer been employed at the dental office whose name was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, still stitched in cursive on the small private breast pocket.

The name on the pocket was Dr. Hector E. Beauford-Lee, DDS.

Dr. Beauford-Lee, on the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, was on the available record of the southern California dental community, also no longer authorized to also retain a Yellow-tier hygienist on his small private staff.

This was not, on the small private accounting of Dr. Beauford-Lee, also a moral position.

This was, on the small private accounting of the Bureau-of-Compatibility's small private dental licensing regulation of 2032, in the meantime, in fact, on the same accounting, also the small private legal one.

Liliana García was, by every metric the office she had worked in for eleven years had been using until the ninth of September, also a perfectly good dental hygienist.

She had on the same accounting, in the past nine weeks, in the meantime, also stopped being one.

§

She was thirty-eight. She was Afro-Latina — Black on her mother's side, Mexican on her father's, with the kind of curly black hair pinned up that morning with a yellow pencil. Two children — Mateo, ten; Sofía, six — at home in National City. A sister, Aurora, in Tijuana, who had on the small private accounting of the past nine weeks also stopped being able to cross.

She set a small accordion folder on Tasha's desk.

The accordion folder, by every available indication of its tabs, was the small private folder of a woman who had been a registered dental hygienist for fourteen years, the kind of woman who kept her tax returns and her insurance correspondence and her son's school IEP and her mother's death certificate organized by year and by tab.

The top tab read,

BUREAU OF COMPATIBILITY — CLASSIFICATION CORRESPONDENCE — 2035.

Tasha said, "Mrs. García."

"Liliana."

"Liliana."

Liliana said, "Lieutenant Reed. I would like, in writing, the small private confirmation that I am, in fact, still the woman the country had, until the ninth of September, also been recognizing."

She paused.

"I will," she said, "accept the confirmation in any color."

§

I should explain the thing about the ninth of September.

On the ninth of September, 2035, in a regional office of the Bureau-of-Compatibility's Office of Civic Memory in El Centro, California, a single small private clerk had, on the small private accounting of the morning, also stamped a small private quarterly compliance form belonging to the small private family of Liliana García with a small private color stamp.

The stamp pad on the small private desk of the small private clerk had, on the same accounting, been Green at the start of the morning and Yellow at the end of the morning, because the clerk's supervisor had, on the small private accounting of the rotating quarterly stamp-pad reassignment protocol of 2032, also rotated the pads at lunch.

The clerk had, on the small private accounting of the morning, also picked up a Yellow stamp at approximately three fourteen in the afternoon and pressed it against a form that, by every available indication of the form itself, was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, supposed to have been stamped Green.

This was, on the available record, the entire small private origin of the cascade.

One stamp.

On the small private accounting of one small private clerk who, at three fourteen in the afternoon, had been on the same accounting also not in fact also looking.

§

I am going to walk through what the one stamp did. Tasha sat through this once that morning in the office, in detail, with the small private patience of a former homicide lieutenant who, by November of 2035, was also no longer in the business of pretending the system was doing anything other than what the system was, in the meantime, in fact, also doing. I will, on the small private accounting of repeating myself, also do it once for the record.

Step one. On the eleventh of September, the small private health insurance file of Liliana García's family was, on the small private accounting of a Bureau-of-Compatibility cross-classification protocol, also updated. The update flagged the family as Yellow-tier. Yellow-tier dental hygienists could not, on the small private accounting of a Bureau dental licensing regulation of 2032, also be employed at Green-tier dental offices. Dr. Beauford-Lee's small private dental office was Green-tier.

Step two. On the twelfth of September, Dr. Beauford-Lee received a small private compliance notice from the Bureau's Dental Licensing Division. The notice did not name Liliana. The notice said that, on the small private accounting of the Bureau's most recent cross-classification, also the office was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance of audit, also out of compliance.

Step three. Dr. Beauford-Lee ran the small private cross-check on his own small private personnel files. He found Liliana. He cried at his small private desk for approximately seven minutes. He called Liliana into the small private exam room at four-thirty-one in the afternoon. He explained, on the small private accounting of forty-one years of working as a dentist, that he was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also not in a position to also keep her.

Step four. On the same day, on the small private accounting of one Bureau cross-classification, the small private health insurance through Dr. Beauford-Lee's small private practice was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also no longer Liliana's small private health insurance.

Step five. On the same day, on the small private accounting of being no longer Liliana's small private health insurance, the small private monthly prescription of Liliana's small private blood pressure medication, on the same accounting, also stopped being approved.

Step six. On the fourteenth of September, on the small private accounting of one weekly automated Bureau Tenant Compliance cross-check, also the small private apartment building Liliana lived in at National City received a small private notice that one of its small private tenants was, on the same accounting, in advance, also Yellow-tier. The building manager was, on the small private accounting of being a small private grandmother of seven and a Salvadoran immigrant who had on the same accounting also lived in the same building since 1979, in fact, on the same accounting, in the meantime, also not afraid of the small private notice. The building manager did not, on the small private accounting of the notice, evict.

Step seven. On the same day, on the small private accounting of the same notice, also the small private school of Mateo García received a small private cross-classification update. The small private school, on the small private accounting of being a Green-tier elementary school, on the same accounting, in the meantime, in fact, also was, on the same accounting, required to also reassign Mateo to a Yellow-tier specialty placement on the next Monday.

Step eight. On the next Monday, the twenty-second of September, Mateo, on the small private accounting of the cross-classification, also reported to the small private Yellow-tier specialty placement. The placement was, on the available evidence of the eye, a small private trailer parked behind a small private city services building in a small private parking lot on a small private cul-de-sac at the back of an industrial park in Otay Mesa.

Step nine. On the same day, on the small private accounting of a Bureau Border Crossing Reaffirmation Office regulation of 2031, also Liliana's small private sister Aurora, who lived in Tijuana, on the same accounting, had her small private weekly visitor authorization, also revoked. Yellow-tier residents of the United States, on the same accounting, in advance, were not, on the small private record of the Bureau Border Crossing Reaffirmation Office, in fact also permitted to receive visitors from Mexico.

Step ten. On the twenty-eighth of September, Liliana, on the small private accounting of being no longer insured and unable to afford the small private medication without insurance, did not, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also take her small private medication.

Step eleven. On the second of October, on the small private accounting of not having taken her small private medication for four consecutive days, Liliana was, on the same accounting, in the meantime, in advance, also taken by ambulance from her small private apartment to the small private emergency room of Paradise Valley Hospital, where, on the same accounting, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also her small private classification, on the small private accounting of one small private cross-classified compliance form, in advance, was, in fact, also already Yellow.

§

The hospital, on the small private accounting of being itself Green-tier, on the same accounting, also could not, in the meantime, also admit her on her own small private prior insurance.

They could, on the small private accounting of being also a hospital and on the small private accounting of being also bound by a small private 1948 oath, also stabilize her.

They stabilized her.

They discharged her in seven hours.

On the discharge paperwork, in the small private box where her diagnosis went, on the small private accounting of the small private attending physician's small private patience and the same physician's small private decision, in the meantime, in fact, on the same accounting, also to also write something other than what the system had on the same accounting in advance also wanted him to write,

the physician had written, in pen, in his own hand,

PATIENT IS, ON THE AVAILABLE RECORD OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINATION, ALSO STILL THE SAME PATIENT.

This was, by every available standard of dental and medical and bureaucratic practice in the southern half of California in 2035, in the meantime, on the same accounting, the closest thing Liliana García had, in the past nine weeks, also received to the small private confirmation she was, on the morning of Monday the twenty-fourth of November, also walking into our office to also pay us to also obtain.

§

Tasha closed the folder.

She said, "Liliana."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, in the meantime, in fact, also one stamp."

"One stamp."

"On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, in fact, in the meantime, also eleven institutional steps."

"Eleven."

"And, on the same accounting, in advance, on the available evidence of the door of this office, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also you."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of being also a Black Mexican dental hygienist in the southern half of California in November of 2035, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also me."

§

I said, "Liliana."

"Mr. Vane."

"On the small private accounting of the past nine weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also has anyone, on the same accounting, attempted to correct the cross-classification."

Liliana smiled.

It was not a small private friendly smile.

It was the smile of a thirty-eight-year-old Afro-Latina dental hygienist who had, in the past nine weeks, also placed approximately fourteen small private phone calls, also sent approximately twenty-two small private written requests for correction, also visited approximately three small private regional Bureau offices in person, and also been told, on every available accounting, that the small private classification, on the same accounting, in advance, was, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also a separate appointment.

She said, "Mr. Vane."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of being also a Black Mexican dental hygienist in the southern half of California in November of 2035, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also the cross-classification, on the available evidence of three months, is, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also a separate appointment."

"Liliana."

"Mr. Vane."

"On the small private accounting of the past three years, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also that, on the same accounting, in fact, also is, in the meantime, on the same accounting, why you are, on the available evidence of our door, in advance, in fact, here."

"Yes."

§

Tasha said, "Liliana."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"On the small private accounting of the past three days of also the Score Resisters organizing on the small private accounting of forty-one published names from the September case, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also we are, on the same accounting, going, in fact, also to do two things."

Liliana said, "Yes."

Tasha said, "The first thing is, on the small private accounting of working detection, in advance, also we are going to drive to El Centro tomorrow morning and trace the eleven institutional steps backward to the small private stamp pad on the small private desk of the small private clerk on the small private afternoon of the ninth of September."

"Yes."

"The second thing is, on the small private accounting of being also the kind of working agency that has, in the past sixteen months, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also signed off on small private contracts that have, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also occasionally exceeded the small private boundary of what a single small private case is also for, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also we are going to give your
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