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  Start here


Duke the Deaf Dog is no ordinary pup. 
With a passion for drawing, a love for baseball, and a heart full of dreams, Duke shows us the world the way he sees and hears it. He uses a hearing aid to hear some sounds and talks with his hands using American Sign Language (ASL), or sometimes speaks English. Duke's family is learning ASL too, to chat and share in his adventures. Every day in second grade brings ups and downs, proving that everyone has their unique way to learn and play.
What is deaf and Deaf? 
In our stories, when you see "deaf'"with a small "d," it means someone might hear a little bit—or not at all—with one or both of their ears. But when you see "Deaf"with a big "D," it means they are culturally Deaf and belong to a special community that often uses sign language to talk and share with each other. We use both words on purpose to show the difference between a medical condition and being part of a culture. 






  
  Chapter One
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At school, I walk down the hallway and peek into a classroom. Inside, I see my best friend, Koa, standing with a small group of kids. He is deaf like me, and they’re all using their hands to talk. That’s sign language. Koa watches his teacher signing, the kids are all smiling, and he looks so happy. I think,  Koa belongs here because he learns by sign language.
As I continue to my own classroom, the noise starts to fill my hearing aid, buzz, buzz, buzz. I’m deaf, but I can hear a little bit. My friend Ranger listens to our teacher. He learns by hearing, but he knows some signs too. When we play together, Ranger tries using sign language to talk to me and Koa. 
But as I take my seat, I wonder, Where do I belong? With the hearing students like Ranger, or with the deaf students like Koa?
I think about Koa. His mom, dad, and sister are deaf too. Koa’s whole family uses American Sign Language (ASL). My mom, dad, and brothers speak English and they know some sign language. But sometimes they forget to sign, and I am left out. 
I feel a tug in my heart. I wish I learned by hearing like Ranger. I wish I had a deaf teacher like Koa.
At snack time, I tell Ranger, “We are different. I am deaf, but I also hear a little.”
Ranger gives me a fist bump. He signs, We are friends. You are my friend.  Then we see Slink, my pet caterpillar, peeking out from my backpack, wiggling his little antennae. Ranger laughs and gives Slink a gentle poke. “Looks like Slink wants his snack too!” he says.
I smile. Ranger and Koa are my friends. I want to belong like them. I need to find my own way to learn. 

Slink’s Question Crawl
Duke’s curious caterpillar, Slink, loves to explore and ask questions. After each chapter, join Slink on his Question Crawl to discuss Duke’s challenges and learn more about the story!

1. How do you feel when you’re in a noisy place like Duke’s classroom?
2. Have you ever learned something new to help a friend, like Ranger learning sign language for Duke? How did it make you feel?
[image: image-placeholder]











  
  Chapter Two

[image: image-placeholder]

After lunch, we have a phonics lesson. Phonics is about sounds and letters. Teacher speaks slowly. We listen to the letters and syllables.  
My teacher points to G-O-A-T on the board. There are pictures next to the word: a little goat, a curly-haired goat, and a goat standing on a mountain. Teacher explains, “The word ‘goat’ has an O-A in the middle. It makes an ‘oh’ sound like in ’goat,’ ‘coat’, and ‘road.’ Here are three different kinds of goats. A small pygmy goat, an angora goat, and a mountain goat.”
When Teacher says ‘goat,’ I try to see his lips moving, but they don’t budge!
I watch the other kids repeating words. They get it right away, but my heart just sinks. I don’t belong here, I thought.
My friend Ranger taps my shoulder.
“I’m the only one who can’t do it,” I tell him.
Ranger shows me his lips round like the letter ‘O.’ 
I make my lips round like an ‘O,’ but I don’t know if it’s right. I squint at the words on the board like they’re a secret code. Maybe if I stare hard enough, they will turn into something fun like ‘pizza’ or ‘baseball.’
Ranger says, “Phonics is confusing for me too. Different letters can make the same sounds like ‘boat,’ or ‘snow,’ or ‘toe.’”
Speaking English is not easy. I want to speak English like Ranger and my brothers. They talk in English all day. I feel frustrated when I don’t understand quickly. 
I practice writing the words on my paper. I draw a mountain goat, a pygmy goat, and an angora goat. Under each picture, I write G-O-A-T. 
I like drawing. I draw the goats playing baseball. Baseball is my favorite sport. Our team has a game today after school.
Ranger throws a pretend baseball at me. I take a swing with my pretend bat. 
Teacher doesn’t like baseball during class.

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. What do you do when something in school is hard to understand, like phonics for Duke?
2. How do you feel when a friend helps you with something difficult?
[image: image-placeholder]










  
  Chapter Three
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I have two teachers and an interpreter.  
Sometimes, I meet my Speech teacher. We sit together in a small room. We practice writing and saying the new words over and over, and I start to catch on. When we practice the signs together, I understand better.
After Speech practice, I go back to my regular room for more phonics. 
Teacher says, “Words like ‘toast’ and ‘boat’ also have the ‘oh’ sound.”
I watch Teacher’s lips make a B for ‘boat.’ B is easy for me. I can see it clearly when I watch people talk. 
Ms. Connie is my sign language interpreter. She uses ASL to tell me what everyone says. This helps me when I can’t see who is talking.
I practice fingerspelling new words with Ms. Connie. I watch the shapes her hand makes, like letters floating in the air. Letter combinations have their own rhythm, and together they form the beat of the word. When Ms. Connie signs toast and boat, I learn the signs fast. I get to learn words in both English and sign language!
Suddenly, Ranger raises his hand. “Can I try signing, too?” he asks.
Teacher smiles. “Sure, Ranger.”
Ranger signs boat. He looks at me. “Did I do it right, Duke?”
I nod and sign, Yes! Other kids sign boat too. 
I like signing, Ranger says in ASL. It’s like talking with your hands!
I laugh and sign back, Yes! I wish everyone knew some sign language.
Cool, signed Ranger. Can you teach me more signs tomorrow?
I said, Yes I can!
School can be hard. But with Ms. Connie, my friends, and signing, it gets easier. I keep learning, my way.

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. Why is it important to find different ways to learn, like Duke does with his interpreter and speech teacher?
2. How can trying new things, like signing, make learning more fun?
[image: image-placeholder]










  
  Chapter Four
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After a tough day of phonics, I’m ready to hit the field. Baseball is where I feel most like myself. 
Baseball uses a special sign language. Catchers use hand signals to the pitchers. Our coach does special signals to the batters. Even the umpire uses signs for balls and strikes. Our team understands each other. It doesn’t matter if you can hear or if you are deaf. 
My friends Koa and Ranger play on my team! Ranger takes a turn as the catcher. Koa is one of our pitchers. Koa is a good pitcher. He gets one batter out with a pop fly. 
I play second base. The next ball rolls to me. I throw it hard to first base. The umpire signals an out with his fist. Now there are two outs!
The next player swings and misses. I watch the umpire signal strike one, strike two, strike three. You’re out, the umpire signs!
Next, it’s our turn to bat. I stand at the plate and hold my bat ready. The catcher gives a sign. The pitcher nods his head. I use my eyes to focus on the ball.  
The pitcher winds up and throws the ball. I swing—crack! The bat feels like bees buzzing in my hands. The ball soars past second base and my feet pound the dirt as I run. I’m safe on first base! I feel my heart going thump, thump, thump. I take a big breath. 
Next batter is Koa. He misses strike one and strike two. Then he hits the ball over my head. I race to second base. Koa runs to first base. The umpire signs us both safe! 
Then Ranger takes a turn batting. Ranger hits the ball into the outfield. I move my legs as fast as I can. I run all the way to home plate. I score a point for our team! 
Baseball is my favorite sport!

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. What games or sports do you play where you need to communicate with your friends? How do you do it?
2. Why is it important to work together with your friends, like Duke’s baseball team?
[image: image-placeholder]
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