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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you 
know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of 
speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young 
Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers 
book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a 
Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose 
the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book 
for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features 
esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters, 
fascinating nonfiction, and more!







This book is perfect for a Transitional Reader who:

• can read multisyllable and compound words;

• can read words with prefixes and suffixes;

• is able to identify story elements (beginning, middle, end, plot, setting, 
   characters, problem, solution); and

• can understand different points of view.




Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

• Making Connections: Grandpa has a favorite fork he loves so much 
he brought it to Sally’s house. Do you have a favorite object, such as a 
stuffed animal, toy, or article of clothing? Discuss how that object helps 
make activities even more special.

• Creative Writing: Imagine a day at the county fair. What would you do 
and which booths might you visit? Would you taste Sally’s apple pie or 
another type of pie? Write a paragraph about all the things you would 
see and do!




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift 
you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM 
Penguin Young Readers program

*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas 
and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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For Natalie and Ivy Zellner—DAA

 For my grandmother June, who taught me 
  how to bake lots of things, including pies!  
—BJN
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Chapter
1



I’m
Detective
Jeffrey
Bones






“We’ll
surprise
Sally,”
Grandpa
said,



“and
maybe
she’ll
surprise
us.”



Sally
is
Grandpa’s
friend.



Every
year
she
tries
to
win
the

Best
Pie
Contest
at
the
county
fair.



“She
doesn’t
have
a
car,”

Grandpa
said.



“We’ll
drive
her
to
the
fair.”
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Sally
has
a
pie-baking
trick.



Grandpa
said,
“She
bakes
two
pies.



She
puts
one
in
the
oven.



A
few
minutes
later
she
puts
the
second
one
in.



When
the
first
one
gets
too
crisp,



the
second
is
just
right.”
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Grandpa
smiled.



“What
do
you
think
she’ll
do



with
the
crispy
pie?”



I
shook
my
head.



I
didn’t
know.



“I
think
she’ll
let
us
eat
the

crispy
pie,”
Grandpa
said.



Grandpa
showed
me
his
favorite
fork.



It
says Max
on
the
handle.



That’s
Grandpa’s
name.
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Grandpa
brought
his
fork,



and
I
brought
my
detective
bag.



I’m
a
famous
detective.



I’m
Detective
Jeffrey
Bones.



I
find
clues.



I
solve
mysteries.
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