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Marlene Olive was the instigator in the double murder of her parents in 1975. The killings were referred to in the press as the barbecue murders as the sixteen-year-old Marlene and her twenty-year-old boyfriend disposed of her parent's bodies in a barbecue pit in a state park. Her boyfriend, Chuck Riley would be tried as an adult and sentenced to life imprisonment. Marlene would be tried as a juvenile and released at the age of twenty-one. 

EARLY LIFE

The marriage of James and Naomi Olive started out happily enough. The couple had been married for fourteen years and were anxious for a child of their own. They both wanted a girl and found a newborn in Marlene.

Marlene was adopted a day after she was born. James would play the role of the doting father while Naomi would adopt a “very clinical approach to motherhood” according to friends. James had lost his life savings in a failed business project but remained optimistic about the future of his family. He found work with an oil company and was forced to travel abroad.  He liked the travel and discovering new places but his wife hated it. She would become an alcoholic shut-in and often accuse James of having affairs which would prove to be non-existent. 

“The stage was set for disaster,” forensic psychologist Paula Orange said. “Jim Olive was the eternal optimist, always seeing the good in circumstances that looked doomed to failure. And with a schizoid wife in tow, the odds were against him. What would happen in their lives is a classic example of nature versus nurture. Marlene was nurtured by an abusive schizophrenic. How would her life have turned out differently if she had been adopted by a different couple?”

A PARANOID MOTHER 

By the time Marlene was five years old, her adopted mother was diagnosed with “schizoid personality with paranoid features.” One acquaintance said of their relationship, “she (Naomi) either smothered Marlene or ignored her.”

Still, despite the affection she lacked from her mother, she had relatively happy early years as Jim settled his family into the country of Ecuador. But when Marlene was ten years old, she discovered some paperwork in her father's desk. 

She found out she had been adopted. 

“The story goes that Marlene was playing in her father's den when she discovered the papers,” Orange said. “I don't know if I believe that. Marlene was very, very smart. At the age of ten, she probably deduced that the Olives were not her biological parents and began snooping around.”

The Olives had no choice to admit the truth when Marlene showed the papers to them. But they did lie to Marlene by telling her that her biological mother had died in a car accident shortly after giving birth. With the truth now in the open, Marlene's relationship with her adopted mother began to deteriorate. The relationship regressed from simply ignoring each other to all-out hatred.  

“Marlene became very angry at her parents, particularly her mother,” Orange said. “She felt as if she had been bought. She felt alienated from the world at large and this revelation only increased her hatred for her adopted mother. Before she knew of her adoption, Marlene may have held some animosity in reserve as she would have gotten attached to her adopted mother as if she were her biological parent. But now that she knew that there was no blood relation, all gloves were off. Marlene could give into her hatred.”

Now, at only ten years of age, Marlene entered a state of confusion.  She didn't understand how she could have an adoptive mother which she called “mom” and a biological mother which was her “mom” as well. She began to brood over her “real mom” and wonder about her identity.  Ultimately, Marlene would never meet her biological parents (her birth mother was a wealthy Virginia teenager who had a fling with a Scandinavian sailor on leave from his ship).

RETURNING TO THE USA

In 1973, Jim's oil business ventures brought him to the San Francisco Bay Area and the family settled in San Rafael. But their arrival back in the USA was greeted with a decrease in Naomi's mental health. She became even more of a recluse, refusing to leave the home while holding multiple conversations with “voices in her head.” 

Marlene did not like the Bay Area much at first either. She had spent the majority of her life in Ecuador and was more comfortable speaking Spanish than English. Marlene had been a bit overweight in Ecuador and was forced to attend strict private schools. When she returned to the United States, she was released from the boring school uniforms and realized that she could attract the opposite sex as she began to lose weight. 

“It didn't take long for Marlene to go into a rebellion,” Orange said. “She had the shock of discovering that she was adopted and then had to deal with the culture shock of moving to the San Francisco Bay Area. She developed ulcers and was given tranquilizers.”

Marlene retreated into her own world. She would spend her nights watching horror movies indulging in her obsession for the macabre as well listening to a “glitter” rock performers like David Bowie. She would mimic his dress with platform shoes, tight jeans and she would put sparkle make-up on her face.  

As Marlene entered her teenage years, her mother's behavior not only got worse but embarrassed her in front of her peers.  Marlene would have friends over the house and Naomi would interrupt their conversation with inappropriate statements. 

“Don't pay any attention to her,” Marlene would tell her friends. “She's a drunk.”

Their arguments then became more hurtful. Naomi would call her adopted daughter a “guttersnipe,” a “no good swine”, and that she was the daughter of a “whore”. 

“The mother was schizophrenic,” Marlene's attorney Terrence Hallinan recalled. “She used to beat the daughter pretty seriously.”

Naomi always kept the curtains closed, as if trying to keep the world out. She spent a lot of time in bed and obsessing over her tropical fish. She was also gaining weight and became jealous of her daughter who was blossoming into a beautiful young woman. 

“She started having some pretty serious conflicts with her mother,” Orange said. “But, of course, most teenage girls start to have conflicts with their mother during that season of life.  Marlene got along fairly well her father but her mother was a whole different kind of strange. On one occasion, her mother took off all her clothes and began dancing around the house, touching her genitals. She would taunt Marlene and say 'this is what your mother was really like. She was a whore. You'll be one too.'”

The labeling of Marlene as a whore became a recurring theme throughout the conflicts between Marlene and her adopted mother. Naomi kept needling Marlene with the accusation that her birth mother was promiscuous and that Marlene would end up the same way. 

“Marlene actually began visualizing herself as a prostitute,” Orange said. “Because of what her adopted mother said about her biological mother, Marlene actually began to believe she was destined for the same fate and it turned into a self-fulfilling prophecy.”

“She (Marlene) was constantly fighting with the mother,” Hallinan recalled. 

Marlene would fight back, often calling her mother a “bitch” and a “crazy lady who lays around like a pig drinking all day.”

The fights would frustrate Marlene to the extent that she would bite on her arms, developing layers of scar tissue over time. These arguments would often end with Marlene locking herself inside the bathroom with Naomi pounding on the door to force her to come out. 

Marlene knew that her father adored her. He would arrive home from work and be the peacemaker between the two. He would achieve a stalemate which would never last too long. 

By the time Marlene reached high school, her abusive home life would spill over into her schoolwork. In freshman year she was arrested for shoplifting and released to her father after a talking to by the police. She began receiving poor grades and took pills for her “nerves”. 

She also began dabbling in the occult and started to date a self-professed “warlock”. The teenaged boy introduced Marlene to witchcraft and weed as well as sex. Naomi took pleasure in discovering the young Marlene being deflowered in her home.

“Naomi was probably the first mother in history to take a sick pleasure in having her daughter lose her virginity,” Orange said. “Naomi took it as a validation of her own prophecy about Marlene, that she would become a hooker.”

BOYFRIENDS AS TOOLS

Things didn't last long with Marlene's first boyfriend. Her “warlock” dumped her as he didn't want “anyone clinging to him.” Marlene became an emotional wreck and began writing poetry in order to express her thoughts. 

“no one stops 

to step into my life

and those in it have long ago

fallen asleep. 

I have been empty for so long.”

With her heart broken and her mother's continuous verbal assaults, Marlene began looking for a way out. A tool that she could wield to eliminate her mother. 

She saw that tool in Chuck Riley. 

Charles Riley, better known as “Chuck,” was an overweight, awkward teenage boy who weighed over 340 pounds by the age of sixteen.  His father was a bakery worker and his mother was a nurse's aide. He dropped out of high school in his senior year, finding work as a newspaper and pizza delivery driver. 

His life achievements were owning a Hot Rod car and shooting guns but was unpopular in school and in the community until he became a small-time drug dealer.  The irony was that in selling marijuana, he became popular and he stuck with that as a career path. 

As Riley's confidence grew, he targeted the slim, green-eyed Marlene. She accepted a date with the overweight Riley and the two began dating.

“Chuck Riley was an overweight shy guy with very few friends,” Orange said. “So when Marlene not only pays attention to him but agrees to be his girlfriend, he is just head over heels in love and can't believe his luck. He basically becomes her lap dog, he will do anything she says as he doesn't want to lose her.”

Riley wanted to impress and keep Marlene so badly that he began making improvements in himself. He began slimming down in weight and changing his wardrobe. He called Marlene “the most beautiful girl in the world” while keeping her happy with free marijuana and adoring words. After dating for only a week, Riley wrote Marlene a note that said: 

“I am happy happy happy happy. In love love love love. Do me with me what you will.”

Marlene would take Riley up on his words, seeing him as having a “kind of innocence”. She did not return his love and affection at first.

“Marlene saw him as a fixer-upper,” Orange said. “Maybe even as a useful idiot. She did care what people thought of her so she made him buy better clothes and encouraged him to lose weight. He would lose over sixty pounds in order to be seen as an acceptable boyfriend to Marlene.”  

With a new boyfriend in tow, the weirdness of Marlene escalated to another level. She identified herself as a “High Priestess of the Satanic Church”. Bored during the day and out of school, Marlene would sit on her front lawn, dressed like a witch while “casting spells” on passersby. 

Riley was just happy to be along for the ride. Jim Olive liked Riley at first, thinking that the shy and likable guy could be a positive influence on Marlene. 

“Jim failed to see the dynamics of Marlene's relationship with Riley,” Orange said. “She had all of the power. He thought perhaps that the shy, young fat kid would have some kind of stabilizing influence on Marlene. He could not be more wrong.”

“There was no question that Marlene had a lot of influence over him (Riley),” Hallinan recalled. “She could make him do things.”

THE LAPDOG 

Riley could not believe his good fortune in scoring a young woman with Marlene's looks. Marlene, realizing the power she had in the relationship, began to order Riley to do stuff for her. She had him score free pot and steal things from stores. 

Then the thought emerged that she could employ Riley to do something far bigger. She was thinking too small. 

She could get him to kill her mother. 

“Riley thought that Marlene was playing at first,” Orange said. “It isn't like he said 'yeah, sure, I'll go ahead and do that for you. But Marlene kept badgering him and he realized that she was serious.”

KILLING MOTHER 

“I can't do that,” Riley said. 

“If you really love me you would do it,” Marlene said. 

“I can't.”

“You can't?” Marlene asked. “You can't save me?”

“Marlene would play up her victimhood with Riley,” Orange said. “She activated whatever chivalry buttons the young man had in him. He began to soften on the idea when Marlene began regaling him with the stories of abuse.”

Marlene also began to soften up Riley with sex. She made him dress in all black and encouraged him to call her several times a day. When they had sex, they would have “rape” games where he would rip off her clothes. They would then further descend into kink, as Marlene
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