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      Have you ever wondered what it takes to become the Pope?

      Does it mean you have to be perfect? Powerful? Born into a famous family? Not even close.

      This is the true story of a boy named Bobby from Chicago. He wasn’t famous or flashy. He didn’t chase the spotlight. He just said yes. Yes to kindness. Yes to learning. Yes to helping others.

      That boy became Pope Leo XIV, the leader of more than a billion Catholics around the world.

      But this book isn’t just about him. It’s about what happens when someone listens to their heart, takes one step at a time, and leads with love.

      As you read, think about the kind of world you’d like to help build—because stories like this one start with people just like you.

      Let’s begin.
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      If you’ve ever seen a man in white robes waving to a huge crowd from a balcony in Rome… That’s probably the Pope.

      But who is the Pope, really?

      The Pope is the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, a faith followed by more than one billion people across the world. He’s a spiritual guide, a teacher, and a symbol of unity for Catholics everywhere.

      Some people think of the Pope as a kind of Catholic “king.” But really, the Pope doesn’t rule with power—he leads with service. His job is to help people grow closer to God, treat others with compassion, and care for the poor, the sick, and the forgotten.

      Every Pope lives in Vatican City—a tiny country inside the city of Rome. It's the smallest country in the world, but what happens there can affect millions of lives.

      When a Pope dies or steps down, something amazing happens: Cardinals from all over the world gather in a secret meeting called a conclave. They pray, vote, and wait for a sign—white smoke coming from a chimney above the Sistine Chapel. That smoke means a new Pope has been chosen.

      And guess what? That happened in May 2025.

      A man named Robert Francis Prevost—born in the United States—was just elected the new Pope. That made history.

      For the first time ever, the Catholic Church chose an American-born Pope.

      

      But before he wore white robes or spoke to crowds in St. Peter’s Square, he was just a regular boy growing up in Chicago.

      And this is his story.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            MEET BOBBY PREVOST

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Bobby]
        

      

      Long before he was Pope Leo XIV, he was just Bobby—a regular kid growing up on the southwest side of Chicago, Illinois.

      Bobby was born on September 14, 1955, into a warm and loving family. His mother, Mildred Martínez, was a librarian and active member of their local parish. His father, Robert Prevost Sr., was a U.S. Navy veteran and school administrator. They worked hard and taught their sons the importance of kindness, honesty, and faith. Bobby had two brothers, and the house was often full of energy, conversation, and the delicious smells of home-cooked meals.

      The Prevost family didn’t just talk about faith—they lived it. They attended Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption Church in Riverdale, Illinois, where Bobby was an altar server and sang in the children’s choir. He didn’t just go through the motions—he enjoyed being part of something meaningful. At home, he and his brothers would sometimes play “pretend Mass,” using an ironing board as an altar and candies as communion hosts.

      Even outside of church, Bobby’s curiosity and kindness stood out. He loved reading and learning—maybe not a surprise, given that his mom was a librarian. At school, he asked thoughtful questions and genuinely wanted to understand how the world worked. Teachers and classmates noticed that he wasn’t the loudest voice in the room, but he often had the most thoughtful one.

      Bobby also showed signs of leadership early on. At St. Augustine Seminary High School, he stood out for his academic excellence and involvement. He served as editor-in-chief of the school yearbook, joined the speech and debate team, and was inducted into the National Honor Society. He was the kind of student who listened more than he spoke, but when he did speak, people listened.

      One of the most important parts of his upbringing was how much the Prevost family welcomed others. They often opened their home to visiting priests and guests from their parish. These quiet, everyday moments of hospitality gave young Bobby a glimpse into the lives of clergy—and planted seeds that would one day take root.

      As a teenager, Bobby started thinking seriously about what he wanted to do with his life. At first, he wasn’t sure. Maybe he’d be a math teacher. Maybe he’d travel. But the more he prayed, listened, and reflected, the more he felt a quiet call toward something deeper.

      One day, he sat down with his parents.

      “I think I want to become a priest,” he said.

      There was a long pause. Then his mom smiled and said,

      “If that’s where your heart is leading you, follow it.”

      And that’s exactly what Bobby did.
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      Becoming a priest isn’t something you do overnight. It takes years of studying, praying, listening, and learning. But Bobby Prevost wasn’t in a hurry—he wanted to understand what it truly meant to dedicate his life to helping others.

      After high school, Bobby entered college and began preparing for the priesthood. He studied philosophy, theology, and languages. He spent time in prayer and reflection. But most of all, he listened. He listened to the wisdom of teachers, to the struggles of others, and to the quiet stirrings of his own heart.

      Before he became a priest, Bobby studied something that might surprise you: mathematics.

      He earned his degree from Villanova University, where he loved solving tough problems, spotting patterns, and thinking logically. Math helped him understand that the world is full of mystery, structure, and beauty—just like faith.

      During this time, Bobby felt drawn to a special kind of priesthood. He joined an order called the Augustinians, a group of men who lived in community, took vows of poverty, and focused on service, education, and simplicity. Named after Saint Augustine, one of the early thinkers of the Church, the Augustinians believed that life was best lived in love, humility, and truth.

      Bobby liked that. He didn’t want fancy robes or titles. He wanted to serve. He wanted to live in a way that honored people’s dignity and showed the world what real love looked like.

      After years of preparation, he was finally ordained a priest in 1982. His family was there, smiling with pride. The boy from Chicago had followed his calling. But Bobby wasn’t done.

      While many new priests start serving in a local parish, Father Bobby was asked to do something different—something bold. The Augustinians needed priests in Peru, a country in South America where many people lived in poverty and had little access to the Church. They needed someone who was willing to learn a new language, live simply, and walk alongside communities in some of the poorest neighborhoods in the country.

      Father Bobby said yes.

      He packed his bags, hugged his family goodbye, and boarded a plane for a place he’d never been before.

      He didn’t go to preach from a pedestal. He went to listen. To learn. To serve.
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      When Father Bobby stepped off the plane in Peru in 1985, everything felt different.

      The air was warm and dry. The streets buzzed with motorbikes, music, and laughter. Spanish filled the air—fast, friendly, and full of energy—and the neighborhoods were painted in bright colors that made everything feel alive.

      It was beautiful. It was overwhelming. And it was exactly where he was meant to be.

      Father Bobby had been sent to a small town in northern Peru called Chulucanas, a place where many families lived in poverty but were rich in faith and community spirit. He wasn’t there to be in charge. He was there to serve—and to learn.

      First, he had to learn Spanish. He practiced with teachers, neighbors, and children in the street—laughing at his own mistakes and getting better every day. But more than learning the language, he listened to people’s stories. Stories of struggle and hope. Stories of hard work, strong families, and deep faith.

      Life in Peru wasn’t always easy. The country was facing serious challenges at the time, including violence from rebel groups. Father Bobby’s church was even threatened. One night, a bomb exploded outside the chapel. But instead of leaving, he stayed. He believed that to lead meant standing with people—even when things got dangerous.

      He didn’t just visit Peru—he became part of it.

      After a few years, Father Bobby moved to another city called Trujillo, where he kept helping wherever he was

      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/images/image_fx---2025-05-08t161748164.jpg





OEBPS/images/poeleo_introimage.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Introduction
      


      		
        1. Who Is the Pope, Anyway?
      


      		
        2. Meet Bobby Prevost
      


      		
        3. Called to Something More
      


      		
        4. Life in Peru
      


      		
        5. A Humble Leader
      


      		
        6. How Popes Are Chosen
      


      		
        7. Introducing Pope Leo XIV
      


      		
        8. What Will You Do?
      


      		
        Timeline of Key Moments
      


      		
        Glossary
      


      		
        Author’s Note
      


      		
        Mini Saints & Missionaries Library Series
      


      		
        Join the Mini Saints Club
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


    


  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/image-4peru.jpg





OEBPS/images/popeleo_updated_ebookcover.jpg





OEBPS/images/image_fx---2025-05-08t161720896.jpg
Hawade @120







OEBPS/images/image_fx---2025-05-08t175344599.jpg





OEBPS/images/pettyfeather-publishing-logo.jpg





