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Copyright and Other Legalities

Copyright © 2011 Seldom Scene Photography, Inc. All
rights reserved worldwide, including resale rights. You are not
allowed to give or sell this eBook to anyone else, in whole or in
part. No part of this book shall be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted by any means (electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without written
permission from the author.

Although every precaution has been taken in the
preparation of this book, the publisher and author do not assume,
and hereby disclaim, any liability or responsibility for any loss
or damage caused by errors or omissions in this guide, even if such
errors or omissions result from negligence, accident, or any other
cause.

This guide is written for individuals pursuing
recreational activities. As all such activities inherently contain
an element of risk (limestone steps, for instance, are notoriously
slippery when wet), the publisher, author, affiliated individuals
and companies disclaim any responsibility for any injury, harm, or
illness that may occur to anyone through, or by use of, the
information in this book.











Smashwords Edition, License Notes

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment
only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people.
If you would like to share this book with another person, please
purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you’re reading
this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your
use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your
own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this
author.
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About these guides

This eBook is
one in a series of guidebooks written and published by Seldom Scene
Photography, Inc. I wrote them to help photographers (whether
professional or amateur) make the most of their time at a variety
of Maya ruins, as well as to help you decide just how much gear
(and what gear) you need to take in order to accomplish your
goals.

This eBook is not intended to be a full-fledged tour
guidebook, so you won’t find information about local hotels, quaint
shopping areas, exciting exotic local events, etc. It’s also not an
archaeology or history book, so I’ll give you just enough of this
material to help you put your surroundings in context.

But every eBook in the series will give you...

• A short list of sights to see if time is
tight

• Tips on items of interest in the ruins,
particularly things that may not be so obvious

• Enough historical and cultural background to
help you make sense of what you see

• Suggestions on what lenses and other
photographic gear you might want to take

Should you need a bit of background information about
Maya history and architecture, please refer to the appendices,
which briefly cover this material. Also note that supplemental
material for this eBook (including expanded versions of the
appendices, and essays on travel to the tropics) is hosted on the
Seldom Scene Photography website. See Appendix C for more on this topic.

Since the countries now sited on Maya territory use
the metric system (as does the majority of the globe), this eBook
gives preference to metric units. I also, though, include imperial
equivalents in parentheses for the convenience of fellow U.S.
residents.

This eBook includes example images of the structures
seen at this site. For each, I’ve identified the camera settings
used when making the photograph, as well as the lighting conditions
at the time (full sun, bright shade, etc.). Note that I specify
lens focal length in terms of a full frame (35mm) equivalent; if
you’re using a DSLR with a cropped sensor, you’ll need to do the
math appropriate to convert this to your camera’s system.







 An introduction to Chichén
Itzá

Chichén Itzá was the most powerful of the Terminal
Classic Maya polities. The city’s name comes from Yucatec Mayan --
"chi" means mouth or edge and "ch'en" means well, while the Itzá
were the last major group of people that settled the site. So
“Chichén Itzá” means “edge of the Itzá’s well.” But the Itzás
weren’t the only (or even the major) part of this site’s story --
it’s a tale of cycles of invasion, building, and abandonment over
centuries.






Getting
there

Chichén Itzá is just off highway 180 (the non-toll
version), 120 km (72 miles, a 1-1/2 hour drive) from Mérida, 205 km
(123 miles, a 2-1/2 hour drive) from Cancun. These drive times
assume you're doing most of your driving on the C. F. 180 toll
road, which is faster and generally considered to be safer than the
free road. If you’re driving to the site from anywhere along the
toll road, you’ll have no problems getting to Chichén Itzá just by
following road signs for it.
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If you’d rather not drive, public buses (four per day
from Cancún) and private tours (cost US$55-$100) visit the site
daily. If you’re driving and have a GPS navigator, the coordinates
for Chichén Itzá's parking lot are 20°40.99’N, 88°34.36’W.






When you’re
there

The site is open daily 8 am to 5 pm, and entry
requires the purchase of two tickets -- one for M$51 from INAH and
another for M$60 from the state of Yucatán. These prices are
current as of 2011; for updates, please see the INAH’s web page at
http://www.inah.gob.mx/index.php/zonas-arqueologicas
(it’s in Spanish, but easy to figure out even if you don’t know
much of the language). The ticket desks are separate, but a stone's
throw from each other in the visitor's center. Admission includes a
light and sound show performed each evening at 7 pm, whether you
want to see it or not. Should you stay for the light and sound
show, headphones are available to listen to the narration in your
choice of Spanish, English, Italian or German. Use of a camcorder
requires an extra fee of M$45, paid at entry. The visitor's center
at the entrance includes a restaurant, gift shops, an ATM, luggage
storage, a bookstore, and a museum. Numerous souvenir vendors await
you and your wallet inside the ruins.

Given the site’s proximity to resorts (and popularity
with cruise lines), there’s a lot to be said for being at the site
when it opens in the morning, before the heat and crowds arrive.
You can spend a full day seeing all the ruins, which cover 6.5
square km (2.5 square miles) -- but my advise is to see as much as
you can in the morning, make a side trip to Ek' Balam when Chichén
Itzá gets too crowded, then return to Chichén Itza in the
afternoon.

By the way, thanks to the site's popularity, visitors
are no longer permitted to climb pyramids here or enter any of the
ancient buildings. It’s disappointing, but necessary to keep the
ruins from being loved to death. Meanwhile, remember that Mexico
treats its Maya ruins as outdoor museums -- so tripods are not
allowed without first paying a fee, and filling out a significant
amount of paperwork in person in Mexico City.







 Chichén Itzá’s history

During
the Mayan era

Chichén Itzá’s first major structures were built
early in the 7th century, although it was at least sparsely settled
by farmers a few hundred years earlier. Over the next few
centuries, it grew in size and status to become a true city. In
this early period, buildings were constructed in the Puuc style,
most in what’s now known as the “Old Chichén” part of the city in
the south part of the site. According to late Maya scholar Ralph
Roys, in the 10th century the city was taken over by a group of
Toltecs in exile from their homeland in central Mexico. Led by a
man who called himself Kukulkán (“feathered serpent”), they took
control of the northern Yucatan and set up their capital at Chichén
Itzá (which was then called Uuc Yabnal, variously translated as
“seven bushes” or “seven great houses”).

Under the Toltecs, Chichén Itzá grew explosively for
a few centuries, building many of its current monumental structures
(in a mix of Toltec and Maya styles) as well as a vast commercial
network that spanned much of Mesoamerica. The process was likely
helped along by refugees leaving cities to the south as part of the
Classic Maya Collapse (see Appendix A for more on
this). As a result, Toltec Chichén dominated the Yucatán from 900 -
1200 AD -- eclipsing, isolating, and possibly conquering the
previous regional power center in the Puuc
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