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    To the real Swing Dance NT,


Thanks for all the fabulous theme nights. I miss dancing with you guys.
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“Five, six, seven, eight.” Eddie counted us in, teaching the dance class from the centre of the circle. “Rock step, kick, kick.” 

I stepped back, mirroring the man in front of me. Kick right, kick left. Staring at my feet, I willed them not to kick anyone. 

Finally, I got into a rhythm with the stranger. We were holding hands, but I didn’t even know his name. Before I had a chance to ask, it was time to change partners. 

“Thanks.” I smiled and took two steps over to the next person in the circle. I’d better get my greeting in early. I was here to meet people after all. If I actually learnt how to dance, that would be a bonus. “Hi, I’m Karen.” 

“Hey, Karen. I’m Lowan.” 

I placed my hands in his. His ebony thumb rested on the back of my ivory fingers, making our hands look like piano keys. If only our feet were as musical. 

I rock-stepped while Lowan kicked. While he rock-stepped, I stood still. The third time was a charm, and we managed to get in sync. We were out of time with the music, but we were both grinning so I didn’t care. 

His smile was mesmerising. I tore my eyes away before I creeped him out and checked on my feet again. Yep, they were still moving in time with his. 

My gaze swept the room as Lowan spun me out, then twirled me back in. There must have been fifty people dancing. The circle stretched out to the edges of the dance floor to fit us all in. 

I stepped backwards and collided with something. After catching my balance, I checked behind me to see whether I’d hurt someone. The abandoned pool table appeared unscathed, but my hip might have a bruise tomorrow. 

Lowan pulled me towards him then moved aside, and we changed places. He rock-stepped into the pool table, just like I had. I tried, unsuccessfully, to suppress a giggle. His eyes crinkled as he feigned offence, rubbing his hip with exaggerated motions. He guided me towards him, and we changed places again. 

“Thanks,” I said as Lowan released my hand. 

“I think I need some more practice.” Lowan rubbed his hip again. 

“I reckon we both do,” I said over my shoulder as I moved on to my next partner. 

Eddie tapped on the microphone. “Thanks for coming out tonight. We’ve finished the lesson, and you all looked awesome. I’d like to welcome the Hot and Cold Big Band to the stage. The best way to welcome the band is to dance. So, stay with your partner, and have fun.” He counted in the start of the song. 

The guy I finished the class with was old enough to be my father, but that became irrelevant as soon as the band began to play. He might not have been boyfriend material, but he was a dream to dance with. Obviously one of the veterans in the group. He led me through moves I’d never even seen before, let alone practised. I barely knew the three steps we’d learnt tonight. 

My friend, Tracy, grinned at me from across the floor then gave me a thumbs up. I poked my tongue out at her in return. Why had it taken me this long to come to a swing dance lesson with her? 

We’d both seen the swing dancers perform at Darwin’s Seabreeze Festival back in May. They looked awesome, dressed in vintage style, flying around the stage. Tracy and I had chatted about going along to the free class. I was all talk, but Tracy was an action girl. A couple of weeks later she went and never looked back. 

She’d invited me at least once a week for the first few months but gave up when I kept fobbing her off. The pestering started again in earnest this week. After Tracy had gone to the wedding of one of the swing dance couples on the weekend. She’d told me I should come to class, that I’d have so much fun, that it would be a great way to meet people, that I’d get such a buzz from dancing to a live jazz band. It was that last one that finally pushed me over the edge. I adore live performances, especially with a brass section. I haven’t played the trumpet since high
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