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    Across deserts, seas, and shattered kingdoms, a record fights to keep faith alive. The Book of Mormon introduces itself as a testament preserved against oblivion, a chronicle of people who carry promises through migrations, wars, and fragile peace. Its pages trace the peril of forgetting and the power of remembrance, insisting that communities rise or fall with the stories they keep. This is a book about witness: to God, to conscience, and to the meaning of covenant. It asks what endures when empires crumble and families scatter, answering with the stubborn persistence of scripture written, guarded, and passed from hand to hand.

First published in 1830 in Palmyra, New York, the Book of Mormon was compiled and translated by Joseph Smith, who said he rendered it from ancient metal plates delivered by an angel and recorded by generations of prophets. The narrative presents peoples who left the Near East in antiquity, settled in a new land, and preserved their sacred history. Combining annals, sermons, and personal records, it declares its purpose as a witness of Jesus Christ and a guide to faithful living. Without revealing particulars, the book frames divine promises within human struggle, offering a sweeping, intergenerational meditation on belief and responsibility.

Its classic status rests first on audacity: the emergence of a new work of scripture in the nineteenth century United States, written in an English biblical idiom yet set in distant times and places. Whether approached devotionally, critically, or literarily, readers have found in it an enduring exploration of revelation, memory, and community. It helped inaugurate a global religious movement and became a touchstone for discussions of American scripture, frontier spirituality, and the democratization of sacred texts. Classics persist because they press questions that do not fade; this book’s insistence on covenant and conscience keeps renewing its claim on attention.

Literarily, the Book of Mormon is a mosaic of forms. It interweaves battle reports and traveler’s tales, prophetic discourses and courtroom drama, intimate letters and sweeping epitaphs for lost cities. The language echoes the cadence of the King James Bible, not as imitation alone, but as a rhetorical framework that lends solemnity to lawgiving and lament. Narrative arcs open onto reflective asides in which keepers of records interpret events and warn future readers. The result is a text that reads both as epic and as homily, marrying the urgency of history with the inwardness of spiritual autobiography.

The book’s influence reaches beyond religious practice into literature, music, and the arts associated with the Latter-day Saint tradition, seeding a distinctive literary culture and scholarly conversation. It has been translated into many languages and distributed to millions, shaping imaginations across continents and generations. Writers and critics have engaged its themes of wandering, chosenness, and moral testing, exploring how scripture can arise within a modern republic and reshape communal identity. In classrooms and libraries, the Book of Mormon stands as a case study in the formation of canon, the power of narrative to constitute a people, and the possibilities of sacred storytelling.

At its narrative core is the journey of families who depart Jerusalem around the end of the seventh century BCE, cross oceans, and attempt to build a just society in a promised land. From these beginnings, the record follows branching lineages, uneasy alliances, and periods of prosperity and collapse. Prophets preach repentance and hope; judges and kings debate law and liberty; chroniclers wrestle with how to tell their peoples’ story truthfully. Readers encounter the exhilaration of founding and the grief of decline, always under the shadow of divine covenants. The result is an expansive saga framed as a sacred archive.

Joseph Smith reported first learning of the plates in 1823, receiving them in 1827, and completing most translation in 1829 with help from scribes such as Oliver Cowdery. The first edition, printed by E. B. Grandin, appeared in 1830. Subsequent editions standardized punctuation, spelling, and layout while preserving the book’s structure and message. The text thus entered public life as both artifact and proclamation: a material book born from a claimed ancient record. Whatever one’s assessment of its origins, its publication history is clear, and its stated aim—to bring readers to God through a revealed narrative—has animated its circulation.

The book’s voices articulate aspirations common to scripture: to call people to righteousness, to interpret history as moral drama, and to offer hope of redemption. It urges memory as a spiritual discipline and commands care for the poor as a measure of communal health. It presents law not as mere constraint but as a path to freedom, while warning against pride, violence, and exploitation. Its narrators do not hide their anguish over failure or their joy in renewal. Through this blend of exhortation and confession, the Book of Mormon invites readers to examine their own loyalties and longings.

Several themes give the work enduring vitality. Covenant fidelity structures personal and national destinies; human agency matters, yet grace sustains and surprises. Prophecy and fulfillment illuminate time as purposeful, not random. The tension between liberty and tyranny tests leaders and citizens, while social inequality corrodes prosperity from within. Migration and exile unsettle identities, asking what binds a people when land, kingship, or prosperity cannot. Above all, the text insists on the power of record-keeping, teaching that written witness can preserve truth across centuries and change hearts. These concerns resonate with anyone pondering memory, justice, community, and redemption.

From its debut, the Book of Mormon elicited intense devotion and searching critique. It has been central to the identity of Latter-day Saint communities, studied by believers seeking guidance and by scholars investigating its language, sources, and reception. Its reach is global: congregations read it alongside the Bible; missionaries carry it across borders; translators render its cadences into dozens of tongues. That breadth has amplified conversations about scripture in modernity—how texts authorize belief, how narratives form nations, how spiritual claims meet public scrutiny. Its endurance owes much to this ongoing dialogue between faith, inquiry, and cultural transformation.

As literature, the book rewards attention to voice, structure, and symbol. Readers can trace recurring motifs—wilderness and city, record and remembrance, bondage and deliverance—or examine how speeches punctuate action to interpret the meaning of events. The text’s scriptural cadence invites slow reading, while its episodes of crisis generate narrative momentum. For contemporary audiences, it offers a mirror for questions about leadership, violence, inequality, and the possibility of renewal. Approached with curiosity and care, it becomes not only a document of a movement’s origins but also a laboratory for thinking about conscience, community, and the uses of sacred history.

The Book of Mormon endures because it marries breadth of vision with moral urgency: a many-voiced chronicle that insists history matters, choices matter, and hope is work. It speaks to the longing for rootedness in a disrupted world and to the courage required to begin again. Its pages summon readers to remember, repent, and rebuild, holding out the promise that divine help meets human effort. As a classic of American religious literature, it continues to challenge and console, crossing cultural boundaries and generations. For those willing to listen, it offers an uncompromising invitation to faith, responsibility, and resilient community.
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    The Book of Mormon presents itself as an ancient sacred history of peoples in the Americas, translated by Joseph Smith from metal plates by divine means. It is composed of smaller books attributed to prophets-abridgers, chiefly Mormon and his son Moroni. The narrative spans roughly from 600 BCE to 400 CE, blending migration accounts, sermons, visions, and warfare chronicles. Its stated purpose is to testify of Jesus Christ, show God’s covenant dealings, and invite readers to believe and obey. The storyline progresses through successive record keepers, while editorial comments note sources and transitions, creating a layered document that alternates between historical episodes and doctrinal discourse.

It opens with First Nephi, where the prophet Lehi warns Jerusalem of impending destruction and departs with his family into the wilderness. His sons—Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi—retrieve sacred records called the brass plates, secure Ishmael’s family in marriage alliances, and continue southward. Guided by a compass-like device, they obtain food, receive revelations, and contend with family dissent. Nephi is commanded to build a ship. After resistance from his brothers, he completes it and leads the group across the ocean to a "promised land." The voyage establishes themes of obedience, leadership, and covenant promises amid persistent tensions among Lehi’s descendants.

Second Nephi records Lehi’s final blessings and warnings, followed by the separation of his posterity into Nephites and Lamanites. Nephi’s teachings emphasize agency, the Fall of Adam, and redemption through the Messiah, whom he and other prophets foretell. He quotes and interprets Isaiah to situate his people within Israel’s covenant story and future gathering. The narrative reports temple building, law observance, and the careful transmission of records. Doctrinal passages discuss the atonement’s reach and the need for steadfastness in Christ, while prophecies look forward to additional scripture and a latter-day recovery of knowledge for both Israel and the nations.

Subsequent brief books on the "small plates" include Jacob’s sermons against pride and immorality, and an account of a disputant named Sherem. Enos recounts a personal prayer and lifelong ministry. Jarom and Omni provide concise notices of lineage and migrations. The people of Nephi, led by Mosiah, discover Zarahemla and unite with a group called the people of Mulek, adopting a shared monarchy and records. King Benjamin emerges as a just ruler. The Words of Mormon serve as an editorial bridge, where Mormon explains how he attached the small spiritual record to his larger abridgment for the reader’s benefit.

The Book of Mosiah centers on King Benjamin’s farewell address, which emphasizes covenant commitment and service, followed by Mosiah’s reign. Expeditions reconnect with a colony founded earlier by Zeniff. Through embedded narratives, readers learn of Abinadi’s prophetic testimony to King Noah, his execution, and the conversion of Alma the Elder. Alma organizes churches, leads followers in the wilderness, and experiences deliverance from bondage, paralleled by Limhi’s people gaining freedom. Translating an ancient record, Mosiah introduces the story of the Jaredites. The conversion of Mosiah’s sons and Alma the Younger leads to missions among the Lamanites and organizational reforms at home.

The Book of Alma narrates civic and spiritual challenges under a system of judges. Alma the Younger relinquishes the chief judgeship to focus on ministry, preaching in cities facing pride, contention, and persecution. Episodes include Ammon’s service to a Lamanite king and subsequent conversions, the covenant of the Anti-Nephi-Lehies, and protective wars waged to defend them. Conflicts with teachers like Nehor and Korihor explore belief and accountability. Alma’s mission to the Zoramites highlights contrasting worship practices. Military histories feature Captain Moroni’s leadership, the title of liberty, and campaigns against Amalickiah and Ammoron, while Helaman leads "stripling warriors" in notable battles.

Helaman continues the account amid recurring cycles of prosperity and decline. Governance by judges persists, with Nephi and Lehi, sons of Helaman, preaching repentance and experiencing miraculous deliverance. Secret combinations known as Gadianton robbers rise, undermining institutions through oaths and intrigue. Nephi prophesies specific events and calls for reform, and a famine temporarily humbles the nation. A Lamanite prophet, Samuel, warns from a city wall of signs accompanying the Messiah’s birth and death, promising blessings for faithfulness and judgments for hard-heartedness. The people respond variably, and divisions deepen as foretold signs approach, preparing the narrative’s pivotal transition.

Third Nephi reports extraordinary signs, widespread upheaval, and then the resurrected Christ’s ministry among gathered survivors. He teaches core doctrines, delivers sermon material parallel to the Sermon on the Mount, institutes ordinances such as baptism and the sacrament, names twelve disciples, and outlines the covenant role of Israel and future Gentiles. The community enters an era of unity and righteousness. Fourth Nephi condenses centuries of peace without divisions, followed by gradual resurgence of pride, wealth disparity, and secret combinations. The society fragments into contending groups, eroding earlier harmony and setting the stage for the concluding national catastrophes.

The books of Mormon and Moroni close the Nephite record. Mormon abridges earlier sources, commands armies, and laments moral decline as wars intensify. His son Moroni completes the history after the Nephites’ destruction, adds teachings on faith, ordinances, and spiritual gifts, and preserves a separate abridgment, the Book of Ether. Ether recounts an earlier Jaredite civilization that migrated after the tower of Babel, saw revelations to the brother of Jared, and experienced cycles ending in devastation. Moroni seals the record, addressing future readers with a promise regarding sincere inquiry. The overarching message emphasizes Christ, covenant fidelity, and the consequences of collective choices.
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    The Book of Mormon presents a narrative that spans roughly from the late seventh century BCE to the early fifth century CE, situating its opening scenes in Jerusalem during the reign of King Zedekiah and then shifting to a promised land across the ocean, generally understood to be in the Americas. Its world is populated by migrant groups from the ancient Near East who establish rival societies after an oceanic voyage. The text further backdates a prior American civilization to a migration after the Tower of Babel. The narrative environment includes monarchies, judgeships, prophetic schools, temple cults, and prolonged intersocietal warfare punctuated by reform and revival.

Geography in the record is intentionally spare and internally named, with places such as Zarahemla, the land of Nephi, Bountiful, and Cumorah. Scholars and believers have proposed various Old World and New World correlates, from southern Arabia to Mesoamerica or the Great Lakes region, though the book itself refrains from mapping onto known coordinates. The peoples include Nephites and Lamanites, often defined by religious allegiance rather than ancestry alone, and the earlier Jaredites. Governance shifts from kings to elected judges, scribal traditions maintain annals on metal plates, and societies build fortifications, roads, and urban centers while contending with cycles of prosperity and decline.

Historically, the opening frames around 600 BCE coincide with the Babylonian conquest of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar II first installed Zedekiah in 597 BCE, then besieged Jerusalem from 589 to 586 BCE, culminating in the destruction of Solomon’s Temple in 586 BCE. Figures such as Jeremiah warned of judgment and exile, themes echoed in the Book of Mormon’s portrait of Lehi, a prophetic figure ordered to flee. The book embeds this context by staging Lehi’s departure from a city under internal corruption and external imperial threat, linking its Old World exodus to a well attested crisis in the late Iron Age Levant.

The text recounts a journey from Jerusalem through the Arabian Peninsula to a coastal place of abundant resources, called Bountiful, where a ship is built for transoceanic passage. Modern researchers have connected the narrative’s Nahom to an ancient South Arabian tribal and place name NHM in Yemen, with altars dated to the seventh to sixth centuries BCE, and have noted plausible coastal locales in Dhofar, Oman, with timber and fresh water. While correlations remain debated, the book integrates realistic elements of desert travel, Red Sea transit, and monsoon navigation patterns across the Indian Ocean that were known to ancient mariners.

A major internal political event is the Nephite transition from monarchy to a system of judges under Mosiah II around the early first century BCE, often dated near 91 BCE. Mosiah’s reforms follow crises of succession and renewed contact with other peoples at Zarahemla. Alma the Younger becomes the first chief judge and high priest, inaugurating legal and religious institutions that emphasize consent and accountability. This intellectual move away from kingship toward civic virtue and rule of law mirrors early modern republican ideals, and later commentators have seen in it an American echo of post revolutionary anxieties about concentrated power.

The Book of Mormon devotes extensive space to warfare, describing defensive earthworks, timber palisades, and strategic forts. Figures like Captain Moroni, active in the mid first century BCE, rally militias, organize supply lines, and develop territorial defense plans, including the Title of Liberty raising around 73 BCE. The text also mentions cement like construction in the first century BCE. Its cycles of invasion, counterattack, and negotiated truces recall known patterns in ancient American conflict. Readers in the nineteenth century United States could readily relate to militia mobilizations, supply shortages, and frontier fortifications that marked their own recent historical memory.

Secretive criminal networks called Gadianton robbers emerge in the narrative as destabilizing forces that infiltrate courts and markets. In early nineteenth century upstate New York, the disappearance of William Morgan in 1826 after threatening to publish Masonic rituals ignited the Anti Masonic movement, producing America’s first third party and state victories in 1827 to 1829. Public rhetoric focused on oaths, clandestine influence, and corruption of justice. The Book of Mormon’s repeated condemnations of secret combinations resonated with this climate, encoding a powerful critique of extra legal fraternities and their perceived capacity to subvert republican institutions.

The Second Great Awakening, especially in western New York’s so called Burned over District, profoundly shaped the intellectual and social atmosphere in which the Book of Mormon emerged. From roughly the 1790s to the 1830s, Protestant revivals swept the young republic. In the Erie Canal corridor around Palmyra and Rochester, itinerant preachers and lay exhorters held camp meetings and protracted services stressing personal conversion, the witness of the Spirit, and immediate moral reform. Charles Grandison Finney’s revivals in 1830 to 1831 in Rochester were emblematic, using anxious benches, protracted preaching, and organized benevolent societies. Methodist membership grew explosively nationwide, while Baptists and Presbyterians also expanded, producing intense competition among denominations. Local histories record a cluster of revivals near Palmyra and Manchester in 1824 to 1825, amid ongoing disputes over Calvinist doctrine and ecclesial authority. This ferment coincided with rapid social change driven by the Erie Canal’s completion in 1825, which transformed markets and migration. The result was a region characterized by spiritual experimentation, visionary claims, and debates over proper authority. The Book of Mormon reflects and addresses these conditions by foregrounding prophets who denounce priestcraft, insist on authority through divine commissioning, stage mass conversions with public confession and baptism, and narrate the rise and fragmentation of churches. Its sermons on faith, repentance, and covenant repeat revival vocabulary, while its apocalyptic war cycles and millennial hope align with the period’s pervasive expectation that God was about to reorder society. For many early readers, the book appeared both as a scriptural artifact of antiquity and as a direct intervention into the tumult of 1820s religious life.

Alongside evangelical revivalism, folk magical practices and treasure seeking formed part of the cultural background of rural New York. Dowsing rods, seer stones, and scrying were employed to locate lost goods or rumored hoards, often at night with ritual protocols. A legal examination in Bainbridge, Chenango County, in 1826 references Joseph Smith’s work as a seer using stones. Families such as the Chases in Palmyra reportedly used similar instruments. The Book of Mormon’s narrative of interpreters or seer stones prepared to translate sacred records engages this milieu, reframing vernacular divination within a biblical prophetic economy of gifts.

Debates about ancient American origins and earthworks animated early national scholarship. Thomas Jefferson’s 1780s excavation of a Virginia mound challenged myths, but many persisted in proposing a vanished civilized race. Caleb Atwater’s 1820 essay in Archaeologia Americana cataloged Ohio Valley mounds, while popular tracts speculated about Israelite or transatlantic origins. Ethan Smith’s View of the Hebrews, published in 1823 in Poultney, Vermont, argued that Native Americans descended from Israel’s lost tribes, a thesis revised in 1825. The Book of Mormon’s account of Israelite migrations, sacred records, and continental wars participates in this discourse, offering a comprehensive sacred history that assigns covenantal meaning to American antiquities.

Federal Indian policy reached a decisive turn with the Indian Removal Act of 1830, debated in Congress and signed by Andrew Jackson on 28 May 1830. Treaties and forced relocations, including the 1838 to 1839 Cherokee Trail of Tears, stemmed from this policy. Early Latter day Saint missionaries Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer Jr., Ziba Peterson, and Parley P. Pratt traveled in 1830 to 1831 through Ohio and Missouri to preach to Native peoples, including Delawares near present Kansas. The Book of Mormon’s depiction of Lamanite destiny and promised blessings framed Native Americans within a sacred narrative of loss and restoration that intersected with contemporaneous removal debates.

The book’s production reflects emerging American print culture. Joseph Smith registered the copyright for the Book of Mormon on 11 June 1829. Financing came in part from Martin Harris, who mortgaged property to cover printing costs of about three thousand dollars. E. B. Grandin’s press in Palmyra, New York, produced an initial run of five thousand copies, a substantial venture for a village printer. Publication occurred in March 1830, with copies advertised in the Wayne Sentinel. The presence of named witnesses attesting to metal plates and divine manifestation adopted legal and testimonial forms familiar to a culture that prized affidavits and depositions.

Environmental and economic shocks helped shape the Smith family’s migration into the Burned over District. The 1815 eruption of Mount Tambora produced the Year Without a Summer in 1816, causing frosts and crop failures across New England. Food scarcity and debt led many families to move westward. The Smiths left the Connecticut River valley for Palmyra, New York, around 1816 to 1817, joining a surge of settlers clearing land made newly accessible by the developing canal network. The Book of Mormon’s recurrent themes of famine, drought, and providential deliverance would have resonated with communities that remembered failed harvests and cyclical hardship within living memory.

The War of 1812 left a deep imprint on upstate New York. British raids along Lake Ontario and the Niagara frontier resulted in the burning of Sodus Point in June 1813, the capture of Fort Niagara in December 1813, and the destruction of Buffalo later that month. Militia mobilizations, supply shortages, and hastily fortified positions marked the conflict. Though the Smith family moved to western New York after the war, regional memory remained vivid. The Book of Mormon’s descriptions of levies, fortified lines, stratagems, and morale crises echo this martial culture, linking ancient warfare to experiences familiar to early nineteenth century American readers.

The politics of the Jacksonian era transformed civic life. New York’s 1821 constitution expanded suffrage for white men, and the election of Andrew Jackson in 1828 symbolized the rise of populist democracy. Bank skepticism, the memory of the Panic of 1819, and rotating party loyalties produced anxiety about corruption and luxury. Public discourse valorized republican virtue while warning against faction. The Book of Mormon’s cycles of prosperity and pride, the shift from kings to judges under Mosiah, and sermons against unequal laws and oppressive elites mirror these concerns, presenting an ancient drama of free institutions endangered by private gain and secret collusion.

As a social and political critique, the book denounces priestcraft, exploitation, and elite manipulation of courts and markets. Its prophets call rulers to account, condemn regressive tax exactions, and defend the poor against confiscatory systems. The narrative opposes arbitrary monarchy while warning that popular governments are equally vulnerable to demagogues and clandestine networks. By dramatizing legal reforms, civic oaths, and public covenants, it urges virtue as the foundation of liberty. In the context of 1820s America, this mapped onto debates about corruption, patronage, and party machinery, offering a sacralized case for transparent governance and moral self government.

The book also interrogates violence, conquest, and ethnic enmity, placing indigenous fate within a sacred history that rebukes cycles of revenge and promises reconciliation through covenant. Its frequent sermons urge economic justice, care for the hungry, and communal responsibility, critiquing a market revolution that could deepen class divides. Apocalyptic warnings against mass bloodshed and environmental catastrophe expose the costs of imperial ambition. By addressing sectarian rivalry, secret societies, removal era politics, and the ethics of wealth, the narrative operates as a sustained social mirror, using antiquity to probe the most urgent questions of the early United States.
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    Joseph Smith (1805–1844) was an American religious leader best known as the founder of the Latter Day Saint movement. Emerging in the early nineteenth century amid intense revivalism, he presented a program of Christian restoration that emphasized new scripture, continuing revelation, and ecclesiastical authority. Smith organized communities, built temples, and issued teachings that have shaped millions of adherents. His career was also marked by controversy, legal conflicts, and violent opposition, making him a polarizing figure in U.S. history. Whether viewed as a prophet or an impostor, his writings and institutional innovations established a distinctive religious tradition that endures and continues to generate robust scholarly and public debate.

Born in rural New England and raised in western New York, Smith had limited formal schooling but read the Bible closely and absorbed the era’s religious ferment. The burned-over district, known for revival preaching and competing denominations, shaped his questions about divine authority and salvation. In later accounts, he described early visions that resolved his uncertainty and set him on a path toward restoring what he believed was the original church of Christ. He participated in the vernacular culture of his time while developing a distinctive scriptural voice, drawing on biblical language, apocalyptic expectation, and the practical concerns of frontier communities.

In the early 1820s, Smith said that an angel directed him to ancient metal plates, which he translated by what he described as the gift and power of God as the Book of Mormon. Published in 1830, the volume narrates sacred history focused on Jesus Christ and covenant theology. That same year he organized a church with a small circle of believers, instituted ordinances such as baptism, and began dictating revelations that guided governance and doctrine. Many of these texts were later collected as the Doctrine and Covenants. Early converts undertook missions, and the movement began gathering in designated communities as part of a millenarian program.

During the 1830s, the church expanded in Ohio and Missouri. In Kirtland, Smith oversaw a temple project and a burst of institutional development, including councils, instructional texts, and ritual forms. Financial instability and internal dissent strained the community. In Missouri, escalating conflict with neighbors, fueled by political, religious, and land tensions, led to violence and government intervention. Church members were driven from the state, and Smith endured imprisonment before regrouping with followers in Illinois. Revelations from this period addressed perseverance, Zion-building, and church order, and they continued to frame his leadership as he sought to stabilize a rapidly growing, embattled movement.

In the early 1840s, Smith and his followers built the city of Nauvoo on the Mississippi River, obtained a charter, and began another temple. He elaborated doctrines of priesthood, salvation for the dead, and exaltation, presented in sermons and in temple-related instructions. He also supervised additional scripture projects, including a revision of the Bible commonly called the Joseph Smith Translation and a work known as the Book of Abraham, produced from Egyptian papyri. Historical evidence indicates he introduced plural marriage privately among select adherents, a practice later associated with the movement’s public controversies. Nauvoo became a dynamic center of faith and administration.

Smith’s civic and political roles expanded in Nauvoo. He served in municipal leadership and commanded the local militia under state authority. Amid ongoing attempts to seek redress for earlier persecutions, he announced a presidential candidacy in 1844 to publicize proposals on civil rights, federal power, and westward settlement. A local press dispute escalated into state legal actions, and he submitted to arrest. While jailed in Carthage, Illinois, he was killed by an armed mob, an event that his followers remembered as martyrdom and that critics viewed through the lens of contested power. His death precipitated a succession crisis within the movement.

After his death, competing claimants led branches of the movement in different directions; most followers gathered in the American West under new leadership, while others established Midwestern denominations. Smith’s scriptural productions—the Book of Mormon, the revelations compiled as the Doctrine and Covenants, and associated histories—remain central to the faith and scholarship surrounding him. Believers read them as divine restoration; historians assess them within nineteenth-century American religion, print culture, and community formation. His ideas on authority, temple worship, and continuing revelation defined a durable tradition. Today, his life and writings continue to be studied, debated, and reinterpreted across religious and academic settings.




THE BOOK OF MORMON

An Account Written



  BY THE HAND OF MORMON

UPON PLATES

  TAKEN FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI

Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites—Written to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile—Written by way of commandment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of revelation—Written and sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed—To come forth by the gift and power of God unto the interpretation thereof—Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth in due time by way of the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift of God.

An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of the people of Jared, who were scattered at the time the Lord confounded the language of the people, when they were building a tower to get to heaven—Which is to show unto the remnant of the House of Israel what great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever—And also to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JESUS is the CHRIST, the ETERNAL GOD, manifesting himself unto all nations—And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of Christ.

TRANSLATED BY JOSEPH SMITH, JUN.

  THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this work shall come: That we, through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of which hath been spoken. And we also know that they have been translated by the gift and power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know of a surety that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates; and they have been shown unto us by the power of God, and not of man. And we declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these things are true. And it is marvelous in our eyes. Nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bear record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God, we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

OLIVER COWDERY

  DAVID WHITMER

  MARTIN HARRIS


THE TESTIMONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this work shall come: That Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator of this work, has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which have the appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith has translated we did handle with our hands; and we also saw the engravings thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient work, and of curious workmanship. And this we bear record with words of soberness, that the said Smith has shown unto us, for we have seen and hefted, and know of a surety that the said Smith has got the plates of which we have spoken. And we give our names unto the world, to witness unto the world that which we have seen. And we lie not, God bearing witness of it.

CHRISTIAN WHITMER

  JACOB WHITMER

  PETER WHITMER, JUN.

  JOHN WHITMER

  HIRAM PAGE

  JOSEPH SMITH, SEN.

  HYRUM SMITH

  SAMUEL H. SMITH
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An account of Lehi and his wife Sariah and his four sons, being called, (beginning at the eldest) Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi. The Lord warns Lehi to depart out of the land of Jerusalem, because he prophesieth unto the people concerning their iniquity and they seek to destroy his life. He taketh three days' journey into the wilderness with his family. Nephi taketh his brethren and returneth to the land of Jerusalem after the record of the Jews. The account of their sufferings. They take the daughters of Ishmael to wife. They take their families and depart into the wilderness. Their sufferings and afflictions in the wilderness. The course of their travels. They come to the large waters. Nephi's brethren rebel against him. He confoundeth them, and buildeth a ship. They call the name of the place Bountiful. They cross the large waters into the promised land, and so forth. This is according to the account of Nephi; or in other words, I, Nephi, wrote this record.

1 Nephi 1 Chapter 1


    1 Nephi 1:1

    1 I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I was

    taught somewhat in all the learning of my father; and having seen

    many afflictions in the course of my days, nevertheless, having

    been highly favored of the Lord in all my days; yea, having had a

    great knowledge of the goodness and the mysteries of God,

    therefore I make a record of my proceedings in my days.




    1 Nephi 1:2

    2 Yea, I make a record in the language of my father, which

    consists of the learning of the Jews and the language of the

    Egyptians.




    1 Nephi 1:3

    3 And I know that the record which I make is true; and I make it

    with mine own hand; and I make it according to my knowledge.




    1 Nephi 1:4

    4 For it came to pass in the commencement of the first year of

    the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, (my father, Lehi, having

    dwelt at Jerusalem in all his days); and in that same year there

    came many prophets, prophesying unto the people that they must

    repent, or the great city Jerusalem must be destroyed.




    1 Nephi 1:5

    5 Wherefore it came to pass that my father, Lehi, as he went

    forth prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with all his heart, in

    behalf of his people.




    1 Nephi 1:6

    6 And it came to pass as he prayed unto the Lord, there came a

    pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him; and he saw and

    heard much; and because of the things which he saw and heard he

    did quake and tremble exceedingly.




    1 Nephi 1:7

    7 And it came to pass that he returned to his own house at

    Jerusalem; and he cast himself upon his bed, being overcome with

    the Spirit and the things which he had seen.




    1 Nephi 1:8

    8 And being thus overcome with the Spirit, he was carried away

    in a vision, even that he saw the heavens open, and he thought he

    saw God sitting upon his throne, surrounded with numberless

    concourses of angels in the attitude of singing and praising

    their God.




    1 Nephi 1:9

    9 And it came to pass that he saw One descending out of the

    midst of heaven, and he beheld that his luster was above that of

    the sun at noon-day.




    1 Nephi 1:10

    10 And he also saw twelve others following him, and their

    brightness did exceed that of the stars in the firmament.




    1 Nephi 1:11

    11 And they came down and went forth upon the face of the earth;

    and the first came and stood before my father, and gave unto him

    a book, and bade him that he should read.




    1 Nephi 1:12

    12 And it came to pass that as he read, he was filled with the

    Spirit of the Lord.




    1 Nephi 1:13

    13 And he read, saying: Wo, wo, unto Jerusalem, for I have seen

    thine abominations! Yea, and many things did my father read

    concerning Jerusalem—that it should be destroyed, and the

    inhabitants thereof; many should perish by the sword, and many

    should be carried away captive into Babylon.




    1 Nephi 1:14

    14 And it came to pass that when my father had read and seen

    many great and marvelous things, he did exclaim many things unto

    the Lord; such as: Great and marvelous are thy works, O Lord God

    Almighty! Thy throne is high in the heavens, and thy power, and

    goodness, and mercy are over all the inhabitants of the earth,

    and, because thou art merciful, thou wilt not suffer those who

    come unto thee that they shall perish!




    1 Nephi 1:15

    15 And after this manner was the language of my father in the

    praising of his God; for his soul did rejoice, and his whole

    heart was filled, because of the things which he had seen, yea,

    which the Lord had shown unto him.




    1 Nephi 1:16

    16 And now I, Nephi, do not make a full account of the things

    which my father hath written, for he hath written many things

    which he saw in visions and in dreams; and he also hath written

    many things which he prophesied and spake unto his children, of

    which I shall not make a full account.




    1 Nephi 1:17

    17 But I shall make an account of my proceedings in my days.

    Behold, I make an abridgment of the record of my father, upon

    plates which I have made with mine own hands; wherefore, after I

    have abridged the record of my father then will I make an account

    of mine own life.




    1 Nephi 1:18

    18 Therefore, I would that ye should know, that after the Lord

    had shown so many marvelous things unto my father, Lehi, yea,

    concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, behold he went forth

    among the people, and began to prophesy and to declare unto them

    concerning the things which he had both seen and heard.




    1 Nephi 1:19

    19 And it came to pass that the Jews did mock him because of the

    things which he testified of them; for he truly testified of

    their wickedness and their abominations; and he testified that

    the things which he saw and heard, and also the things which he

    read in the book, manifested plainly of the coming of the

    Messiah, and also the redemption of the world.




    1 Nephi 1:20

    20 And when the Jews heard these things they were angry with

    him; yea, even as with the prophets of old, whom they had cast

    out, and stoned, and slain; and they also sought his life, that

    they might take it away. But behold, I, Nephi, will show unto

    you that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all those whom

    he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them mighty even

    unto the power of deliverance.



1 Nephi 2 Chapter 2


    1 Nephi 2:1

    1 For behold, it came to pass that the Lord spake unto my

    father, yea, even in a dream, and said unto him: Blessed art thou

    Lehi, because of the things which thou hast done; and because

    thou hast been faithful and declared unto this people the things

    which I commanded thee, behold, they seek to take away thy life.




    1 Nephi 2:2

    2 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my father, even in

    a dream, that he should take his family and depart into the

    wilderness.




    1 Nephi 2:3

    3 And it came to pass that he was obedient unto the word of the

    Lord, wherefore he did as the Lord commanded him.




    1 Nephi 2:4

    4 And it came to pass that he departed into the wilderness. And

    he left his house, and the land of his inheritance, and his gold,

    and his silver, and his precious things, and took nothing with

    him, save it were his family, and provisions, and tents, and

    departed into the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 2:5

    5 And he came down by the borders near the shore of the Red Sea;

    and he traveled in the wilderness in the borders which are nearer

    the Red Sea; and he did travel in the wilderness with his family,

    which consisted of my mother, Sariah, and my elder brothers, who

    were Laman, Lemuel, and Sam.




    1 Nephi 2:6

    6 And it came to pass that when he had traveled three days in

    the wilderness, he pitched his tent in a valley by the side of a

    river of water.




    1 Nephi 2:7

    7 And it came to pass that he built an altar of stones, and made

    an offering unto the Lord, and gave thanks unto the Lord our God.




    1 Nephi 2:8

    8 And it came to pass that he called the name of the river,

    Laman, and it emptied into the Red Sea; and the valley was in the

    borders near the mouth thereof.




    1 Nephi 2:9

    9 And when my father saw that the waters of the river emptied

    into the fountain of the Red Sea, he spake unto Laman, saying: O

    that thou mightest be like unto this river, continually running

    into the fountain of all righteousness!




    1 Nephi 2:10

    10 And he also spake unto Lemuel: O that thou mightest be like

    unto this valley, firm and steadfast, and immovable in keeping

    the commandments of the Lord!




    1 Nephi 2:11

    11 Now this he spake because of the stiffneckedness of Laman and

    Lemuel; for behold they did murmur in many things against their

    father, because he was a visionary man, and had led them out of

    the land of Jerusalem, to leave the land of their inheritance,

    and their gold, and their silver, and their precious things, to

    perish in the wilderness. And this they said he had done because

    of the foolish imaginations of his heart.




    1 Nephi 2:12

    12 And thus Laman and Lemuel, being the eldest, did murmur

    against their father. And they did murmur because they knew not

    the dealings of that God who had created them.

    1 Nephi 2:13

    13 Neither did they believe that Jerusalem, that great city,

    could be destroyed according to the words of the prophets. And

    they were like unto the Jews who were at Jerusalem, who sought to

    take away the life of my father.




    1 Nephi 2:14

    14 And it came to pass that my father did speak unto them in the

    valley of Lemuel, with power, being filled with the Spirit, until

    their frames did shake before him. And he did confound them,

    that they durst not utter against him; wherefore, they did as he

    commanded them.




    1 Nephi 2:15

    15 And my father dwelt in a tent.




    1 Nephi 2:16

    16 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceedingly young,

    nevertheless being large in stature, and also having great

    desires to know of the mysteries of God, wherefore, I did cry

    unto the Lord; and behold he did visit me, and did soften my

    heart that I did believe all the words which had been spoken by

    my father; wherefore, I did not rebel against him like unto my

    brothers.




    1 Nephi 2:17

    17 And I spake unto Sam, making known unto him the things which

    the Lord had manifested unto me by his Holy Spirit. And it came

    to pass that he believed in my words.




    1 Nephi 2:18

    18 But, behold, Laman and Lemuel would not hearken unto my

    words; and being grieved because of the hardness of their hearts

    I cried unto the Lord for them.




    1 Nephi 2:19

    19 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying:

    Blessed art thou, Nephi, because of thy faith, for thou hast

    sought me diligently, with lowliness of heart.




    1 Nephi 2:20

    20 And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall

    prosper, and shall be led to a land of promise; yea, even a land

    which I have prepared for you; yea, a land which is choice above

    all other lands.




    1 Nephi 2:21

    21 And inasmuch as thy brethren shall rebel against thee, they

    shall be cut off from the presence of the Lord.




    1 Nephi 2:22

    22 And inasmuch as thou shalt keep my commandments, thou shalt

    be made a ruler and a teacher over thy brethren.




    1 Nephi 2:23

    23 For behold, in that day that they shall rebel against me, I

    will curse them even with a sore curse, and they shall have no

    power over thy seed except they shall rebel against me also.




    1 Nephi 2:24

    24 And if it so be that they rebel against me, they shall be a

    scourge unto thy seed, to stir them up in the ways of

    remembrance.



1 Nephi 3 Chapter 3


    1 Nephi 3:1

    1 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, returned from speaking with

    the Lord, to the tent of my father.




    1 Nephi 3:2

    2 And it came to pass that he spake unto me, saying: Behold I

    have dreamed a dream, in the which the Lord hath commanded me

    that thou and thy brethren shall return to Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 3:3

    3 For behold, Laban hath the record of the Jews and also a

    genealogy of my forefathers, and they are engraven upon plates of

    brass.




    1 Nephi 3:4

    4 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me that thou and thy

    brothers should go unto the house of Laban, and seek the records,

    and bring them down hither into the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 3:5

    5 And now, behold thy brothers murmur, saying it is a hard thing

    which I have required of them; but behold I have not required it

    of them, but it is a commandment of the Lord.




    1 Nephi 3:6

    6 Therefore go, my son, and thou shalt be favored of the Lord,

    because thou hast not murmured.




    1 Nephi 3:7

    7 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto my father: I will

    go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded, for I know

    that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the children of men,

    save he shall prepare a way for them that they may accomplish the

    thing which he commandeth them.




    1 Nephi 3:8

    8 And it came to pass that when my father had heard these words

    he was exceedingly glad, for he knew that I had been blessed of

    the Lord.




    1 Nephi 3:9

    9 And I, Nephi, and my brethren took our journey in the

    wilderness, with our tents, to go up to the land of Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 3:10

    10 And it came to pass that when we had gone up to the land of

    Jerusalem, I and my brethren did consult one with another.




    1 Nephi 3:11

    11 And we cast lots—who of us should go in unto the house of

    Laban. And it came to pass that the lot fell upon Laman; and

    Laman went in unto the house of Laban, and he talked with him as

    he sat in his house.




    1 Nephi 3:12

    12 And he desired of Laban the records which were engraven upon

    the plates of brass, which contained the genealogy of my father.




    1 Nephi 3:13

    13 And behold, it came to pass that Laban was angry, and thrust

    him out from his presence; and he would not that he should have

    the records. Wherefore, he said unto him: Behold thou art a

    robber, and I will slay thee.




    1 Nephi 3:14

    14 But Laman fled out of his presence, and told the things which

    Laban had done, unto us. And we began to be exceedingly

    sorrowful, and my brethren were about to return unto my father in

    the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 3:15

    15 But behold I said unto them that: As the Lord liveth, and as

    we live, we will not go down unto our father in the wilderness

    until we have accomplished the thing which the Lord hath

    commanded us.




    1 Nephi 3:16

    16 Wherefore, let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of

    the Lord; therefore let us go down to the land of our father's

    inheritance, for behold he left gold and silver, and all manner

    of riches. And all this he hath done because of the commandments

    of the Lord.




    1 Nephi 3:17

    17 For he knew that Jerusalem must be destroyed, because of the

    wickedness of the people.




    1 Nephi 3:18

    18 For behold, they have rejected the words of the prophets.

    Wherefore, if my father should dwell in the land after he hath

    been commanded to flee out of the land, behold, he would also

    perish. Wherefore, it must needs be that he flee out of the

    land.




    1 Nephi 3:19

    19 And behold, it is wisdom in God that we should obtain these

    records, that we may preserve unto our children the language of

    our fathers;




    1 Nephi 3:20

    20 And also that we may preserve unto them the words which have

    been spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets, which have

    been delivered unto them by the Spirit and power of God, since

    the world began, even down unto this present time.




    1 Nephi 3:21

    21 And it came to pass that after this manner of language did I

    persuade my brethren, that they might be faithful in keeping the

    commandments of God.




    1 Nephi 3:22

    22 And it came to pass that we went down to the land of our

    inheritance, and we did gather together our gold, and our silver,

    and our precious things.




    1 Nephi 3:23

    23 And after we had gathered these things together, we went up

    again unto the house of Laban.




    1 Nephi 3:24

    24 And it came to pass that we went in unto Laban, and desired

    him that he would give unto us the records which were engraven

    upon the plates of brass, for which we would give unto him our

    gold, and our silver, and all our precious things.




    1 Nephi 3:25

    25 And it came to pass that when Laban saw our property, and

    that it was exceedingly great, he did lust after it, insomuch

    that he thrust us out, and sent his servants to slay us, that he

    might obtain our property.




    1 Nephi 3:26

    26 And it came to pass that we did flee before the servants of

    Laban, and we were obliged to leave behind our property, and it

    fell into the hands of Laban.




    1 Nephi 3:27

    27 And it came to pass that we fled into the wilderness, and the

    servants of Laban did not overtake us, and we hid ourselves in

    the cavity of a rock.




    1 Nephi 3:28

    28 And it came to pass that Laman was angry with me, and also

    with my father; and also was Lemuel, for he hearkened unto the

    words of Laman. Wherefore Laman and Lemuel did speak many hard

    words unto us, their younger brothers, and they did smite us even

    with a rod.




    1 Nephi 3:29

    29 And it came to pass as they smote us with a rod, behold, an

    angel of the Lord came and stood before them, and he spake unto

    them, saying: Why do ye smite your younger brother with a rod?

    Know ye not that the Lord hath chosen him to be a ruler over you,

    and this because of your iniquities? Behold ye shall go up to

    Jerusalem again, and the Lord will deliver Laban into your hands.




    1 Nephi 3:30

    30 And after the angel had spoken unto us, he departed.




    1 Nephi 3:31

    31 And after the angel had departed, Laman and Lemuel again

    began to murmur, saying: How is it possible that the Lord will

    deliver Laban into our hands? Behold, he is a mighty man, and he

    can command fifty, yea, even he can slay fifty; then why not us?



1 Nephi 4 Chapter 4


    1 Nephi 4:1

    1 And it came to pass that I spake unto my brethren, saying: Let

    us go up again unto Jerusalem, and let us be faithful in keeping

    the commandments of the Lord; for behold he is mightier than all

    the earth, then why not mightier than Laban and his fifty, yea,

    or even than his tens of thousands?




    1 Nephi 4:2

    2 Therefore let us go up; let us be strong like unto Moses; for

    he truly spake unto the waters of the Red Sea and they divided

    hither and thither, and our fathers came through, out of

    captivity, on dry ground, and the armies of Pharaoh did follow

    and were drowned in the waters of the Red Sea.




    1 Nephi 4:3

    3 Now behold ye know that this is true; and ye also know that an

    angel hath spoken unto you; wherefore can ye doubt? Let us go

    up; the Lord is able to deliver us, even as our fathers, and to

    destroy Laban, even as the Egyptians.




    1 Nephi 4:4

    4 Now when I had spoken these words, they were yet wroth, and

    did still continue to murmur; nevertheless they did follow me up

    until we came without the walls of Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 4:5

    5 And it was by night; and I caused that they should hide

    themselves without the walls. And after they had hid themselves,

    I, Nephi, crept into the city and went forth towards the house of

    Laban.




    1 Nephi 4:6

    6 And I was led by the Spirit, not knowing beforehand the things

    which I should do.




    1 Nephi 4:7

    7 Nevertheless I went forth, and as I came near unto the house

    of Laban I beheld a man, and he had fallen to the earth before

    me, for he was drunken with wine.




    1 Nephi 4:8

    8 And when I came to him I found that it was Laban.




    1 Nephi 4:9

    9 And I beheld his sword, and I drew it forth from the sheath

    thereof; and the hilt thereof was of pure gold, and the

    workmanship thereof was exceedingly fine, and I saw that the

    blade thereof was of the most precious steel.




    1 Nephi 4:10

    10 And it came to pass that I was constrained by the Spirit that

    I should kill Laban; but I said in my heart: Never at any time

    have I shed the blood of man. And I shrunk and would that I

    might not slay him.




    1 Nephi 4:11

    11 And the Spirit said unto me again: Behold the Lord hath

    delivered him into thy hands. Yea, and I also knew that he had

    sought to take away mine own life; yea, and he would not hearken

    unto the commandments of the Lord; and he also had taken away our

    property.




    1 Nephi 4:12

    12 And it came to pass that the Spirit said unto me again: Slay

    him, for the Lord hath delivered him into thy hands;




    1 Nephi 4:13

    13 Behold the Lord slayeth the wicked to bring forth his

    righteous purposes. It is better that one man should perish than

    that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.




    1 Nephi 4:14

    14 And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I remembered

    the words of the Lord which he spake unto me in the wilderness,

    saying that: Inasmuch as thy seed shall keep my commandments,

    they shall prosper in the land of promise.




    1 Nephi 4:15

    15 Yea, and I also thought that they could not keep the

    commandments of the Lord according to the law of Moses, save they

    should have the law.




    1 Nephi 4:16

    16 And I also knew that the law was engraven upon the plates of

    brass.




    1 Nephi 4:17

    17 And again, I knew that the Lord had delivered Laban into my

    hands for this cause—that I might obtain the records according

    to his commandments.




    1 Nephi 4:18

    18 Therefore I did obey the voice of the Spirit, and took Laban

    by the hair of the head, and I smote off his head with his own

    sword.




    1 Nephi 4:19

    19 And after I had smitten off his head with his own sword, I

    took the garments of Laban and put them upon mine own body; yea,

    even every whit; and I did gird on his armor about my loins.




    1 Nephi 4:20

    20 And after I had done this, I went forth unto the treasury of

    Laban. And as I went forth towards the treasury of Laban,

    behold, I saw the servant of Laban who had the keys of the

    treasury. And I commanded him in the voice of Laban, that he

    should go with me into the treasury.




    1 Nephi 4:21

    21 And he supposed me to be his master, Laban, for he beheld the

    garments and also the sword girded about my loins.




    1 Nephi 4:22

    22 And he spake unto me concerning the elders of the Jews, he

    knowing that his master, Laban, had been out by night among them.




    1 Nephi 4:23

    23 And I spake unto him as if it had been Laban.




    1 Nephi 4:24

    24 And I also spake unto him that I should carry the engravings,

    which were upon the plates of brass, to my elder brethren, who

    were without the walls.




    1 Nephi 4:25

    25 And I also bade him that he should follow me.




    1 Nephi 4:26

    26 And he, supposing that I spake of the brethren of the church,

    and that I was truly that Laban whom I had slain, wherefore he

    did follow me.




    1 Nephi 4:27

    27 And he spake unto me many times concerning the elders of the

    Jews, as I went forth unto my brethren, who were without the

    walls.




    1 Nephi 4:28

    28 And it came to pass that when Laman saw me he was exceedingly

    frightened, and also Lemuel and Sam. And they fled from before

    my presence; for they supposed it was Laban, and that he had

    slain me and had sought to take away their lives also.




    1 Nephi 4:29

    29 And it came to pass that I called after them, and they did

    hear me; wherefore they did cease to flee from my presence.




    1 Nephi 4:30

    30 And it came to pass that when the servant of Laban beheld my

    brethren he began to tremble, and was about to flee from before

    me and return to the city of Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 4:31

    31 And now I, Nephi, being a man large in stature, and also

    having received much strength of the Lord, therefore I did seize

    upon the servant of Laban, and held him, that he should not flee.




    1 Nephi 4:32

    32 And it came to pass that I spake with him, that if he would

    hearken unto my words, as the Lord liveth, and as I live, even so

    that if he would hearken unto our words, we would spare his life.




    1 Nephi 4:33

    33 And I spake unto him, even with an oath, that he need not

    fear; that he should be a free man like unto us if he would go

    down in the wilderness with us.




    1 Nephi 4:34

    34 And I also spake unto him, saying: Surely the Lord hath

    commanded us to do this thing; and shall we not be diligent in

    keeping the commandments of the Lord? Therefore, if thou wilt go

    down into the wilderness to my father thou shalt have place with

    us.




    1 Nephi 4:35

    35 And it came to pass that Zoram did take courage at the words

    which I spake. Now Zoram was the name of the servant; and he

    promised that he would go down into the wilderness unto our

    father. Yea, and he also made an oath unto us that he would

    tarry with us from that time forth.




    1 Nephi 4:36

    36 Now we were desirous that he should tarry with us for this

    cause, that the Jews might not know concerning our flight into

    the wilderness, lest they should pursue us and destroy us.




    1 Nephi 4:37

    37 And it came to pass that when Zoram had made an oath unto us,

    our fears did cease concerning him.




    1 Nephi 4:38

    38 And it came to pass that we took the plates of brass and the

    servant of Laban, and departed into the wilderness, and journeyed

    unto the tent of our father.



1 Nephi 5 Chapter 5


    1 Nephi 5:1

    1 And it came to pass that after we had come down into the

    wilderness unto our father, behold, he was filled with joy, and

    also my mother, Sariah, was exceedingly glad, for she truly had

    mourned because of us.




    1 Nephi 5:2

    2 For she had supposed that we had perished in the wilderness;

    and she also had complained against my father, telling him that

    he was a visionary man; saying: Behold thou hast led us forth

    from the land of our inheritance, and my sons are no more, and we

    perish in the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 5:3

    3 And after this manner of language had my mother complained

    against my father.




    1 Nephi 5:4

    4 And it had come to pass that my father spake unto her, saying:

    I know that I am a visionary man; for if I had not seen the

    things of God in a vision I should not have known the goodness of

    God, but had tarried at Jerusalem, and had perished with my

    brethren.




    1 Nephi 5:5

    5 But behold, I have obtained a land of promise, in the which

    things I do rejoice; yea, and I know that the Lord will deliver

    my sons out of the hands of Laban, and bring them down again unto

    us in the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 5:6

    6 And after this manner of language did my father, Lehi, comfort

    my mother, Sariah, concerning us, while we journeyed in the

    wilderness up to the land of Jerusalem, to obtain the record of

    the Jews.




    1 Nephi 5:7

    7 And when we had returned to the tent of my father, behold

    their joy was full, and my mother was comforted.




    1 Nephi 5:8

    8 And she spake, saying: Now I know of a surety that the Lord

    hath commanded my husband to flee into the wilderness; yea, and I

    also know of a surety that the Lord hath protected my sons, and

    delivered them out of the hands of Laban, and given them power

    whereby they could accomplish the thing which the Lord hath

    commanded them. And after this manner of language did she speak.




    1 Nephi 5:9

    9 And it came to pass that they did rejoice exceedingly, and did

    offer sacrifice and burnt offerings unto the Lord; and they gave

    thanks unto the God of Israel.




    1 Nephi 5:10

    10 And after they had given thanks unto the God of Israel, my

    father, Lehi, took the records which were engraven upon the

    plates of brass, and he did search them from the beginning.




    1 Nephi 5:11

    11 And he beheld that they did contain the five books of Moses,

    which gave an account of the creation of the world, and also of

    Adam and Eve, who were our first parents;




    1 Nephi 5:12

    12 And also a record of the Jews from the beginning, even down

    to the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah;




    1 Nephi 5:13

    13 And also the prophecies of the holy prophets, from the

    beginning, even down to the commencement of the reign of

    Zedekiah; and also many prophecies which have been spoken by the

    mouth of Jeremiah.




    1 Nephi 5:14

    14 And it came to pass that my father, Lehi, also found upon the

    plates of brass a genealogy of his fathers; wherefore he knew

    that he was a descendant of Joseph; yea, even that Joseph who was

    the son of Jacob, who was sold into Egypt, and who was preserved

    by the hand of the Lord, that he might preserve his father,

    Jacob, and all his household from perishing with famine.




    1 Nephi 5:15

    15 And they were also led out of captivity and out of the land

    of Egypt, by that same God who had preserved them.




    1 Nephi 5:16

    16 And thus my father, Lehi, did discover the genealogy of his

    fathers. And Laban also was a descendant of Joseph, wherefore he

    and his fathers had kept the records.




    1 Nephi 5:17

    17 And now when my father saw all these things, he was filled

    with the Spirit, and began to prophesy concerning his seed—




    1 Nephi 5:18

    18 That these plates of brass should go forth unto all nations,

    kindreds, tongues, and people who were of his seed.




    1 Nephi 5:19

    19 Wherefore, he said that these plates of brass should never

    perish; neither should they be dimmed any more by time. And he

    prophesied many things concerning his seed.




    1 Nephi 5:20

    20 And it came to pass that thus far I and my father had kept

    the commandments wherewith the Lord had commanded us.




    1 Nephi 5:21

    21 And we had obtained the records which the Lord had commanded

    us, and searched them and found that they were desirable; yea,

    even of great worth unto us, insomuch that we could preserve the

    commandments of the Lord unto our children.




    1 Nephi 5:22

    22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the Lord that we should carry

    them with us, as we journeyed in the wilderness towards the land

    of promise.



1 Nephi 6 Chapter 6


    1 Nephi 6:1

    1 And now I, Nephi, do not give the genealogy of my fathers in

    this part of my record; neither at any time shall I give it after

    upon these plates which I am writing; for it is given in the

    record which has been kept by my father; wherefore, I do not

    write it in this work.




    1 Nephi 6:2

    2 For it sufficeth me to say that we are descendants of Joseph.




    1 Nephi 6:3

    3 And it mattereth not to me that I am particular to give a full

    account of all the things of my father, for they cannot be

    written upon these plates, for I desire the room that I may write

    of the things of God.




    1 Nephi 6:4

    4 For the fulness of mine intent is that I may persuade men to

    come unto the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God

    of Jacob, and be saved.




    1 Nephi 6:5

    5 Wherefore, the things which are pleasing unto the world I do

    not write, but the things which are pleasing unto God and unto

    those who are not of the world.




    1 Nephi 6:6

    6 Wherefore, I shall give commandment unto my seed, that they

    shall not occupy these plates with things which are not of worth

    unto the children of men.



1 Nephi 7 Chapter 7


    1 Nephi 7:1

    1 And now I would that ye might know, that after my father,

    Lehi, had made an end of prophesying concerning his seed, it came

    to pass that the Lord spake unto him again, saying that it was

    not meet for him, Lehi, that he should take his family into the

    wilderness alone; but that his sons should take daughters to

    wife, that they might raise up seed unto the Lord in the land of

    promise.




    1 Nephi 7:2

    2 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded him that I, Nephi,

    and my brethren, should again return unto the land of Jerusalem,

    and bring down Ishmael and his family into the wilderness.




    1 Nephi 7:3

    3 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did again, with my

    brethren, go forth into the wilderness to go up to Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 7:4

    4 And it came to pass that we went up unto the house of Ishmael,

    and we did gain favor in the sight of Ishmael, insomuch that we

    did speak unto him the words of the Lord.




    1 Nephi 7:5

    5 And it came to pass that the Lord did soften the heart of

    Ishmael, and also his household, insomuch that they took their

    journey with us down into the wilderness to the tent of our

    father.




    1 Nephi 7:6

    6 And it came to pass that as we journeyed in the wilderness,

    behold Laman and Lemuel, and two of the daughters of Ishmael, and

    the two sons of Ishmael and their families, did rebel against us;

    yea, against me, Nephi, and Sam, and their father, Ishmael, and

    his wife, and his three other daughters.




    1 Nephi 7:7

    7 And it came to pass in the which rebellion, they were desirous

    to return unto the land of Jerusalem.




    1 Nephi 7:8

    8 And now I, Nephi, being grieved for the hardness of their

    hearts, therefore I spake unto them, saying, yea, even unto Laman

    and unto Lemuel: Behold ye are mine elder brethren, and how is it

    that ye are so hard in your hearts, and so blind in your minds,

    that ye have need that I, your younger brother, should speak unto

    you, yea, and set an example for you?




    1 Nephi 7:9

    9 How is it that ye have not hearkened unto the word of the

    Lord?




    1 Nephi 7:10

    10 How is it that ye have forgotten that ye have seen an angel

    of the Lord?




    1 Nephi 7:11

    11 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten what great things

    the Lord hath done for us, in delivering us out of the hands of

    Laban, and also that we should obtain the record?




    1 Nephi 7:12

    12 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten that the Lord is

    able to do all things according to his will, for the children of

    men, if it so be that they exercise faith in him? Wherefore, let

    us be faithful to him.




    1 Nephi 7:13

    13 And if it so be that we are faithful to him, we shall obtain

    the land of promise; and ye shall know at some future period that

    the word of the Lord shall be fulfilled concerning the

    destruction of Jerusalem; for all things which the Lord hath

    spoken concerning the destruction of Jerusalem must be fulfilled.




    1 Nephi 7:14

    14 For behold, the Spirit of the Lord ceaseth soon to strive

    with them; for behold, they have rejected the prophets, and

    Jeremiah have they cast into prison. And they have sought to

    take away the life of my father, insomuch that they have driven

    him out of the land.




    1 Nephi 7:15

    15 Now behold, I say unto you that if ye will return unto

    Jerusalem ye shall also perish with them. And now, if
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