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Sunset over Gwennap Head, one of Aidan Turner’s favourite filming locations





POLDARK:

THEN AND NOW
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When Winston Mawdsley Graham penned his first Poldark novel, Ross Poldark, in the 1940s, it is unlikely that he could have imagined that he would still be writing about the character over 50 years later. But such was the popularity of the novels that in 2002, just a year before the author died, the twelfth and final book in the Poldark series, Bella Poldark, was published.

Born Winston Grime in Manchester in 1908 – he later changed his surname to Graham by deed poll – he moved with his parents to Perranporth in Cornwall when he was 17. The author’s first novel, The House with the Stained Glass Window, was published in 1934, and eleven more followed before Ross Poldark was published in 1945.

The Poldark adventures are set against a backdrop of the dramatic Cornish coast of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, with the first tale beginning in 1783, when Captain Ross Poldark returns to Cornwall from the American Revolutionary War. So begins a family saga of romance, jealousy, betrayal, feuds, intrigue and tragedy.
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Winston Graham in 1985
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Aidan Turner as Ross Poldark



The novels, which first captured the imagination of post-war Britain, went on to be translated into over 30 languages. An adaptation of the first seven books for television in the 1970s proved highly popular, and in 2015 the BBC brought Poldark to life once more, introducing the characters to a 21st-century audience. The 2015 series averaged over eight million viewers per episode, and several further series of the period drama followed.

As a result of Poldark’s on-screen success, actor Aidan Turner (Ross Poldark) has become a household name. Few can forget the image of him in the famous scythe-wielding scene, and at the National Television Awards in 2016 he was presented with the ‘Impact Award’ for his performance. Other leading roles have been played by Eleanor Tomlinson as Ross’s wife, Demelza; Heida Reed as his first love, Elizabeth; and Jack Farthing as the man who became his arch-enemy, the ruthless financier George Warleggan.

But, of course, there is a much bigger star of the show: Cornwall. In Poldark’s Cornwall we take a trip around the most south-westerly county in England – many parts of which are now in the care of the National Trust – exploring the beautiful locations used for filming the series as we follow in our fictional hero’s footsteps. Travelling from the historic harbour of Charlestown and heading along the sheltered south coast, circling the gaunt headland of mainland Britain’s most south-westerly point, then along the breathtaking north shoreline with its crashing, Atlantic waves, and on to the bleak beauty of Bodmin Moor, we hope that you will enjoy the journey.



THE SOUTH
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CHARLESTOWN

The historic port of Charlestown, with its iconic tall ships, has been a popular filming location for Poldark. It not only stood in for the towns of Truro and Falmouth – the latter the home of Captain Andrew Blamey (actor Richard Harrington) and from where he and Verity Poldark (Ross’s cousin, played by Ruby Bentall) elope in series one – but its beach became St Mary’s in the Isles of Scilly, where, in series two, Ross Poldark seeks out the fugitive Mark Daniel (Matthew Wilson), a miner who killed his wife, Keren (Sabrina Bartlett), after discovering she had been unfaithful to him with Dr Dwight Enys (Luke Norris).

Charlestown was originally called West Polmear, a tiny fishing village where its handful of residents made a living from catching pilchards. Its fortunes changed when the entrepreneur Sir Charles Rashleigh built a port here between 1791 and 1801 in response to the region’s expanding mining industry; the village and port were subsequently renamed Charlestown in his honour. Originally used for exporting copper, Charlestown later became important for the export of china clay from local quarries when the material was discovered in Cornwall in the early 18th century.

Today Charlestown – a UNESCO World Heritage Site – remains a fine example of a Georgian port, retaining much of its character from that period.
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Aidan Turner as Ross Poldark in Charlestown




CHARLESTOWN SHIPWRECK AND HERITAGE CENTRE

Charlestown’s Shipwreck and Heritage Centre is built over the tunnels through which dock workers transported wagonloads of china clay to the ships moored in the port.

The displays here tell the story of the commercial activity and trade generated by the building of Charlestown, and the growth, and eventual decline, of its industry. Here too is a unique insight into the thousands of shipwrecks that have taken place off Britain’s shores, with stories of courage, cowardice, triumph and tragedy.



TURNAWARE POINT

West of Charlestown, and on the Roseland Peninsula side of the River Fal, not far from the harbour-side village of St Mawes, is Turnaware Point. It is famed for being an embarkation point for the D-Day landings of 1944 but for Poldark fans it became a location in France for covert landings in series three. During this series, Dr Enys – who first met Ross Poldark during the American Revolutionary War and later moved to Cornwall – is imprisoned in France but is subsequently rescued by Ross and a raiding party.
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Sunrise over Charlestown harbour



THE LIZARD

The Lizard Peninsula is a 20-mile or so stretch of coast, where emerald seas meet beautiful beaches nestled far beneath the clifftop path. The awe-inspiring Lizard Point, in the care of the National Trust, is mainland Britain’s most southerly point, whilst inland are heather-covered downs, pretty woodlands and the village of Lizard – the name meaning ‘high place’ in Cornish. The Spanish Armada is said to have been first spotted from here in 1588.

Smuggling is an important part of Cornish history, and the Lizard’s sheltered coves – some of which feature in Poldark – were well used by those bringing in contraband. But the hazardous coast was also the location of many shipwrecks and looting from wrecks was accepted as part of a Cornishman’s lot, apart from with the authorities.


LIZARD LIGHTHOUSE HERITAGE CENTRE

In 1619, Sir John Killigrew funded the building of a beacon tower on Lizard Point, an unpopular move with the locals who said he was ‘taking away God’s grace’ from them and the Lizard’s first lighthouse was demolished a few years later. It was not until the 1750s that the support of Trinity House – dedicated to safeguarding shipping since 1514 – saw a twin-towered building erected. In 1998 the lighthouse was automated. Today visitors can visit the lighthouse, climb to the top for magnificent views and explore the Heritage Centre with its interactive displays.
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The lighthouse at Lizard Point is an iconic landmark on the South West Coast Path
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Demelza (Eleanor Tomlinson) hooks a fish
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Steps leading down to Kynance Cove



KYNANCE COVE

Hidden amongst the cliffs of the Lizard is Kynance Cove. The long walk down from the carpark is worth the effort for the sheltered beach with white sands, rock pools and interconnecting caves. These can be explored at low tide – but visitors should beware the strong currents and know that at high tide the beach disappears.

Kynance Cove has been used for several beach scenes in Poldark. Here, at the end of series one, Ross is arrested for wrecking, inciting a riot and murder, and marched off to Truro jail. It is also the backdrop for the clifftop riding scene in the opening sequence of series two. In that same series, Kynance Cove becomes Nampara Cove, where the heavily pregnant Demelza sets off alone in a fishing boat; Ross wades into the water and rescues her when she gets into difficulties and goes into labour. In an interview, Aidan Turner said that when filming the scene a huge wave lifted the boat and slammed it into him, causing him to drop Demelza into the sea, which he was first to admit was ‘not very Ross Poldark’.

MULLION COVE

A four-and-a-half-mile walk along the coast brings you to Mullion Cove. Whilst Poldark fans will not see this small, sandy cove in the TV drama, it was at the Mullion Cove Hotel, overlooking Mullion Harbour, that the cast and crew stayed when filming nearby. However, close by, at Predannack Wollas, both Ross and Demelza rode the windswept headland on horseback.

The working harbour at Mullion was completed in 1895, financed by Lord Robartes of Lanhydrock to help local fishermen who had suffered several disastrous pilchard seasons. Half a mile offshore is the uninhabited Mullion Island, owned by the National Trust and a breeding ground for seabirds.


POLDARK MINE

On the Lizard Peninsula is Helston, where the Polkdark Mine visitor attraction is on the site of a mine originally known as Wheal Roots. Some of the underground mine scenes in Poldark were filmed here.



GUNWALLOE

A few miles north of Mullion Cove is Gunwalloe, which lays claim to being the first Cornish entry in the Domesday Book. Nestled amongst the sand dunes – a few steps from the golden shore of the aptly named Church Cove – is the tiny medieval church of St Winwaloe, where Dwight Enys and Caroline Penvenen (Gabriella Wilde) are married in Poldark series three. The building’s close proximity to the often tempestuous sea led to its nickname, ‘The Church of the Storms’.

Just yards away is Jangye-ryn, more generally known as Dollar Cove because of the silver coins that have been washed ashore over the years. Several ships which have come to grief here may have supplied the treasure, including a Spanish galleon carrying silver dollars in 1786 and a Spanish brig in 1802, which the Sherborne Mercury reported ‘was coming from Malaga with dollars, gold, and silver plate and fruit’.


HENDRAWNA BEACH

Dollar Cove became the fictional Hendrawna Beach at the end of series one of Poldark. This is where Ross sees Warleggan’s ship, the Queen Charlotte, being tossed onto rocks in the stormy sea and rushes to gather the villagers so that they can collect the beached cargo.
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Wildflowers on the cliffs at Dollar Cove
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St Winwaloe’s Church at Church Cove





THE WEST
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LAND’S END

The westernmost tip of Cornwall is the peninsula known as Land’s End, which stretches from Penzance on the south coast to St Ives on the north coast; between these two points are many locations with Poldark connections.

Land’s End itself is one of Britain’s most famous landmarks and has been attracting tourists for over three centuries. As well as myriad activities at the Land’s End Visitor Centre, there are around 100 acres of breathtaking landscape in this designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

PENBERTH COVE

A few miles east of Land’s End is the tiny fishing haven of Penberth Cove, with its distinctive stone cottages, large stepping stones bridging the stream and the slipway leading to a pebbled beach.

Penberth appears regularly in Poldark, becoming Sawle village and home to Demelza’s brothers, Sam and Drake Carne (actors Tom York and Harry Richardson), in series three. The slipway stars many times – including in series two when Ross Poldark’s manservant, Jud Paynter (Phil Davies), is seen on it, intoxicated and singing. The stepping stones here also feature, crossed by several of the characters at various times.
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Tom York as Demelza’s brother, Sam Carne
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Cottages and stepping stones at Penberth Cove



PEDN VOUNDER

With its crystal-clear waters and white sands, Pedn Vounder – a naturist beach – is increasingly sought out as a destination, despite a steep climb down from the clifftop path. In Poldark, Pedn Vounder and the neighbouring Porthcurno Beach (the two meet at low tide) feature as Nampara Cove when Ross and Demelza walk over the sands towards Treryn Dinas on the headland in a dream sequence.

PORTHCURNO

The stunning bay of Porthcurno is the setting for many beach scenes in Poldark. Its white sands, turquoise waters and freshwater stream make it ideal for families, and you may be lucky enough to spot dolphins out at sea.

As well as its beauty, Porthcurno is famous for two other things: the Minack Theatre and the Telegraph Museum.
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Pedn Vounder with Treryn Dinas, an Iron Age promontory fort, on the right
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Minack Theatre




TELEGRAPH MUSEUM

Porthcurno was the starting point for the world’s first underwater telegraph cable, laid beneath the Atlantic Ocean in 1866; by the 1930s all telegraph communications linking the British Empire to such faraway lands as the United States, China and South Africa passed below the beach here. Today the Telegraph Museum, through exhibitions and interactive displays, illustrates the important part Porthcurno played in the history of international communication. Indeed, so important was the communication centre here that its telegraph station was moved underground during the Second World War, and visitors can explore the bomb-proof tunnels that were dug into the hillside.




MINACK THEATRE

Built into the cliffs and overlooking the sea is this amazing amphitheatre, accessed via the beach or by road. In the early 1930s a local drama group was looking for a venue to perform The Tempest. Rowena Cade decided to create a setting for the play in the grounds of her home, Minack House, and
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