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© Stephen Nowers

Eowyn Ivey’s debut novel, THE SNOW CHILD, was published in twenty-six languages, and became an international bestseller. It was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 2013, and Eowyn won the International Author of the Year category at the 2012 National Book Awards. A former bookseller, Eowyn lives in Palmer, Alaska, with her family.


Praise for Eowyn Ivey:

‘A stunning and intriguing novel combining the epic adventurous sweep of Alaska with minutely beautifully observed details - the reader finishes it wiser and richer’ Rosamund Lupton

‘It’s the harsh beauty of the landscape that gives this stunning first novel its unique shape and atmosphere’ The Times

‘A story about finding love in unexpected places . . . full of fire and ice’ Financial Times

‘A magical, heartbreaking story . . . gorgeous’ Marie Claire

‘A terrific combination of toughness and delicacy’ The Sunday Times

‘It is an exceptional book that deserves to melt millions of hearts’ Sunday Express

‘What makes this novel most remarkable is the quality of its writing . . . a fine achievement’ Independent

‘An enchanting tale of isolation, hope and love’ Woman & Home

‘Eowyn Ivey keeps a delicate balance between realism and fantasy . . . the details of pioneer life are beautifully evoked, as is the beauty of Alaska’s skies, trees and icy lakes’ Independent on Sunday


By Eowyn Ivey and available from Tinder Press

The Snow Child
To the Bright Edge of the World


About the Book

An exclusive chapter sampler of the new novel from the author of THE SNOW CHILD (a Sunday Times bestseller, Richard and Judy pick and finalist for the Pulitzer Prize).

Lieutenant Colonel Allen Forrester receives the commission of a lifetime when he is charged to navigate Alaska’s hitherto impassable Wolverine River, with only a small group of men. The Wolverine is the key to opening up Alaska and its rich natural resources to the outside world, but previous attempts have ended in tragedy.

Forrester leaves behind his young wife, Sophie, newly pregnant with the child he had never expected to have. Adventurous in spirit, Sophie does not relish the prospect of a year in a military barracks while her husband carves a path through the wilderness.  What she does not anticipate is that their year apart will demand every ounce of courage and fortitude of her that it does of her husband.




Attention Mr Joshua Sloan

Exhibits Curator

Alpine Historical Museum

Alpine, Alaska

Mr Sloan,

I warned you I am a stubborn old man. These boxes have the papers I told you about, the letters and journals from my great-uncle’s 1885 expedition across Alaska. I know you said you weren’t able to take them on, but I’m sending them anyways. You’ll change your mind once you read through all this. Truth be told, I don’t have much choice. I never had children of my own, and all the relatives are dead. When my turn comes, these papers will be thrown out with everything else. For most of my life they have been crammed in trunks and boxes, and they show signs of wear. It would be a shame for them to be lost altogether.

The Colonel’s journey was a harrowing one. Maybe it was doomed from the beginning, but I don’t see as to how that takes away from its importance. His expedition is surely the Alaskan equivalent of Lewis and Clark’s, and these papers are some of the earliest, firsthand descriptions of those northern lands and natives.

Several of his private journal entries are downright fantastical and don’t align with his official reports. Some who have read these pages write off the odder occurrences as hallucinations, brought on by starvation and exposure to the elements. Others have accused the Colonel of embellishing his journals in order to gain notoriety. But I tell you, he was neither a hysteric nor a charlatan. He was a West Point graduate who fought in the Indian Wars and negotiated himself out of capture by the Apaches, yet by all accounts he never sought the limelight. I’ve chosen to consider another possibility – that he described what he saw with his own two eyes. It takes a kind of arrogance to think everything in the world can be measured and weighed with our scientific instruments. The Colonel started out with those sorts of assumptions, and as you will see, it did not serve him well.

Along with the journals and reports, I’m also sending some of my great-aunt Sophie’s writing. There are illustrations and photographs, newspaper clippings – odds and ends I’ve stumbled across over the years. I thought of going through and stripping them all out, but some of it might be of interest to you.

I won’t yet mail the artifacts from the expedition. I’ve held on to everything I can, but most of them are in a fragile state and might not make it to Alaska and back. I’ve had them appraised, and you’ll find a description of each item and what kind of condition it’s in.

Read it all over. If you change your mind and see fit to make room for it at your museum, I will gladly send everything I have.

Sincerely,
Walter Forrester
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Artificial Horizon.

Mid-19th Century, Unsigned.

Allen Forrester Collection.

Original fitted mahogany case with key. Includes cast-iron reflecting tray and mercury bottle, brass-framed glazed pyramid cover. Designed to aid in celestial navigation when darkness, fog, or land features obscure natural horizon. Mercury is poured onto the reflecting tray, so providing a level reflecting surface, and the image is sighted with a sextant to provide a ‘double altitude’.
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