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Claudine Hellmuth is a nationally known collage artist whose work has been chosen as fine art poster designs, featured in numerous magazines, used as book cover artwork and published as rubber stamps, journals, magnets, greeting cards, drink coasters and more.

With an education background in fine art from the Corcoran College of Art, Claudine approaches collage the old-fashioned way. She enjoys the challenge of working with a variety of materials and cutting, pasting and painting her artwork by hand. In addition to working on her art full-time, Claudine teaches mixed-media collage workshops in the United States and Canada.

Claudine's studio and home is in Orlando, Florida, where she lives with her husband, Paul, and their very spoiled four-legged children—the cats Melvis and Maggie and Toby the wonder dog. To learn more about Claudine, visit her Web site at: www.collageartist.com.
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                    metric conversion chart



	TO CONVERT
	TO
	MULTIPLY BY



	Inches
	Centimeters
	2.54



	Centimeters
	Inches
	0.4



	Feet
	Centimeters
	30.5



	Centimeters
	Feet
	0.03



	Yards
	Meters
	0.9



	Meters
	Yards
	1.1



	Sq. Inches
	Sq. Centimeters
	6.45



	Sq. Centimeters
	Sq. Inches
	0.16



	Sq. Feet
	Sq. Meters
	0.09



	Sq. Meters
	Sq. Feet
	10.8



	Sq. Yards
	Sq. Meters
	0.8



	Sq. Meters
	Sq. Yards
	1.2



	Pounds
	Kilograms
	0.45



	Kilograms
	Pounds
	2.2



	Ounces
	Grams
	28.4



	Grams
	Ounces
	0.04
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{INTRODUCTION}

the magic of Collage
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What IS Collage? Collage is defined by Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary as “AN ARTISTIC COMPOSITION MADE OF VARIOUS MATERIALS (AS PAPER, CLOTH, OR WOOD) GLUED ON A SURFACE.” That's exactly what it is! You can use any materials in any way and glue them down to create a piece of artwork. What could be more exciting or full of creative possibility than that?

You Don't Need to Be an Artist

Collage is unlike any other artistic medium because you don't have to start from scratch. You can “borrow” already existing materials to make your art piece and to tell your story. Therefore, you do not have to be a great artist to create a collage or enjoy doing it. You do not even need to know how to draw! You simply need to open your imagination and let yourself be free to try new things, and soon you'll be having a lot of fun.

It's All About Play

I think as you start to try collage you'll begin to see that collage is all about play and pasting materials down and seeing what happens next. There is no way to make a mistake! If you don't like something, you can paste over it, paint over and add something else. There is no way to fail.

Find Your Creative Voice

Did you know that simply experimenting with collage can help you find and improve your creative voice? As I work on my collage pieces I like to ask myself questions. Why do I like a certain color, pattern or arrangement? Why do I choose this piece and not that one?

Ask yourself these questions often enough and you will learn to trust your own creative talents. And your artwork will get better because of it. I have added journaling prompts on Creative Journaling Prompts to help you on your creative journey.

The World Is Your Resource

After you have been working in collage for a little while, you will start to see that everything in your life could be possible source material for your artwork. That candy wrapper that you just threw away, the postmark from the letter that you got in the mail yesterday, the pages from your vacation journal. All of these can become source material for collage artwork. You do not need to spend a lot of money on expensive antiques or materials. In fact, the more creative you are in finding materials, the more fun it can be!

My Wish for You

I want to reassure you that making art isn't something that should be intimidating or scary! It's about trying new things and seeing what might happen. It's asking “What if?” that is so important to the creation of art!

I hope that by reading this book and using some of my tricks of the trade, you will fall in love with working in collage as I have. It's an unpredictable and exciting road. You never know what's going to happen. That's what makes it so fun! Let's get started!


{How To Use} THIS BOOK

This book is not only about pasting papers to a surface; it is a medley of ideas, techniques and lessons about being an artist that I would like to share with you.

» Learn the Basic Techniques

To get started, I will introduce you to the basic tools and supplies needed to make collage art, followed by some basic techniques. The first half of this book, “Creative Collage Techniques,” focuses on all my favorite techniques. I will begin by teaching you how to create a variety of luscious backgrounds by glazing and layering paint, aging materials, peeling paper and peeling paint. Use these background techniques to tackle the “blank canvas” syndrome. I find they help me jump in and get moving on my collages, and I think you will find that they will help you, as well.

Next, I will show you several different techniques for transferring images to your collage surface. These techniques can enhance your collages with wonderful depth and transparency. You will also find demonstrations on how to rust metals, create collages with beeswax and use other texture-building methods.

» Put It All Together

The second half of the book, “Piecing It All Together,” introduces a series of creative collage exercises that will help you put basic collage techniques into practice. These exercises are meant to open your eyes to the different ways you can create a collage. As you go through each exercise, you will hear me share my thoughts about each piece as it evolves. As you listen to what I am thinking about as I work on a collage, I hope you will learn to ask yourself the same questions. I have even included some helpful journaling prompts that will aid you in focusing your energy and make you a better collage artist over time.
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above and facing page « Remember 5¼” x 4” x 2” (13.5cm x 10cm x 5cm)

Collage is all about play and pasting materials down and seeing what happens next. This little wooden shrine holds a beautiful collage surprise inside. I used peeling paper in the back of the box behind the little girl and tinted it with a light blue to contrast with the yellow.


tools and Supplies
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You'll need these basic supplies to get started. You probably have many of these items around the house. If not, these materials are readily available at craft and art supply stores. For ideas about what interesting materials to use in your collage, turn to Finding Materials for Collage.

surfaces

The fun thing about collage is that the surface you choose to work on could be just about anything. Many of the techniques that I will demonstrate in this book are done on canvas, but you can easily adapt them to any surface you like.

Personally, I prefer stretched canvas because it can take the abuse that I tend to give out during my art creation process. You might also want to try working on canvas board. It's cheap, small and flat. I don't like it as much, because it tends to buckle, but some people use it and just love it.

Other surfaces that you can collage are candy tins, journal covers, old books, cigar boxes, wooden birdhouses or shrines from your craft store, papier mâch boxes and Masonite. Just about any hard and durable surface will work.
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CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT TO LEFT: heavy-bodied acrylic paint, gel medium, cutting mat, craft knife, brushes, fluid acrylics and assorted collage surfaces

brushes

I am terrible with my brushes. I can hear my art teachers now reprimanding me for the way I treated my brushes! I like to buy the inexpensive ones from the hardware store and just throw them away when they get hard and crusty. I hardly ever buy a brush that's more than a dollar or two. For the projects in this book you'll want some of those flat house-painting brushes that are about 1” (25mm) wide. I encourage you to experiment with various brushes and sizes to see which ones feel best to you.

acrylic paint

I use acrylics for just about all my projects. My favorite acrylic paint to work with is the Golden line of paints. I find their color saturation and quality of paint to be superior to that of other brands. Use fluid acrylics for glazing and layering paints and the heavy-bodied acrylics for general work and texture building.

gel mediums

Gel mediums are basically dear binders that hold the pigments in acrylic paint together. You can use gel medium in a variety of ways. You can add it to your paint to extend the color or to change the look of a paint color from matte to glossy, or you can use it as a gluing agent. It's the gluing-agent use that made me fall in love with gel medium. All my collage work is created with gel medium; it is the only adhesive that I use. I prefer a matte look to my artwork so I work with Golden's Gel Medium in matte. It comes in a variety of weights, from regular to heavy, and in gloss, semigloss and matte finishes. I use the regular weight for
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