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Dedication
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To every believer who has ever wrestled with the question of tithing, whether it is law or grace, obligation or offering, duty or delight: this book is written for you.

To the faithful congregation of Victory Bible Church International, whose sacrificial giving has shown, year after year, that the Melchizedek order is not a theological concept but a lived covenant reality. You have given by revelation, and heaven has taken notice.

To my beloved family, whose unwavering support has carried every ministry endeavor I have undertaken. Your patience, your prayers, and your love are a gift I do not take lightly.

And above all, to Jesus Christ, our eternal High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. Every page of this book exists because of Your finished work on Calvary. Every tithe finds its meaning in Your broken body and shed blood. All glory belongs to You alone.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Preface
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For more than four decades of pastoral ministry, I have watched people leave churches, fracture relationships, and harden their hearts, not over doctrinal controversies, not over worship styles, but over the subject of tithing. That has not changed. If anything, in an era of cost-of-living pressures, economic uncertainty, and widespread financial anxiety, the question of tithing has grown sharper and more urgent than ever.

I have seen the damage that legalistic preaching on tithing can cause. I have watched men and women sit under thundering sermons about the tithe as though it were a divine tax collection rather than a holy conversation between a creature and his Creator. I have witnessed giving motivated by fear: fear of the curse, fear of the pastor’s disapproval, fear of being found wanting before God.

But I have also seen another kind of giving. I have watched men and women who understood something deeper, something older than the Law of Moses, something embedded in the very architecture of redemption, and they gave with a joy and a peace that no financial pressure could shake. I have seen them tithe when the bank account was nearly empty and testify with tears that heaven opened in ways they could not have imagined. Their giving was not performance. It was worship. It was covenant language.

The difference between these two groups of givers is not willpower. It is revelation.

This book is my attempt to bring that revelation to you. It is not a catalog of accusations or guilt-laden arguments, and it is not designed to shame you into compliance with a financial program. It is an invitation: an invitation to step into one of the most ancient and glorious spiritual realities in all of Scripture, the Melchizedek Order.

When Abraham encountered Melchizedek in the valley of Shaveh after defeating four kings and rescuing Lot, something remarkable happened. Before any law was given. Before Moses descended from Sinai. Before the Levitical priesthood was established. A man who walked with God gave a tithe, freely, spontaneously, and by revelation, to a priest who bore bread and wine in his hands. That moment was not accidental. It was prophetic. The writer of Hebrews tells us that this Melchizedek was a type, a living shadow, of our Lord Jesus Christ. And he tells us that the priesthood this mysterious king-priest represented was not inferior to the Levitical system. It was superior. It was eternal. It was the system under which every New Covenant believer truly operates when they bring their tithe to God.

As you read these chapters, I ask only one thing of you: come with an open heart. Come willing to lay down what you think you know about tithing and encounter it freshly through the lens of covenant, priesthood, and the cross. My prayer is that by the time you reach the final pages, tithing will no longer feel like a burden you carry but a privilege you cherish.

The mystery dimension of covenant giving awaits you.
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“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him...”

(Hebrews 7:1)

Few topics in the modern church generate more heat with less light than the subject of tithing.

On one side of the conversation stand those who insist that the tithe is the bedrock of covenant living, that to withhold a tenth of one’s income from God is to rob Him, to invite a curse, and to cut oneself off from the flow of heaven’s provision. Their sermons are passionate, their arguments drawn from Malachi 3:10, and their expectation is immediate: bring the tithe, open the windows, receive the blessing.

On the other side stand those who argue with equal conviction that tithing belongs to the Old Covenant. They hold that grace-based giving carries no percentage requirement, that the New Testament never commands Christians to give ten percent, and that the tithe as a legal obligation died with the Mosaic Law at Calvary. Their arguments are also compelling, and they too can marshal Scripture in their defense. Scholars such as Croteau, Blomberg, and others from within evangelical scholarship have pressed this case with rigor, arguing that insisting on the tithe misreads the New Covenant. These are serious arguments, not to be dismissed. They deserve to be engaged rather than caricatured.

And so the argument continues: in seminaries, in Sunday school classes, on social media threads that generate hundreds of heated comments, in podcast episodes devoted entirely to debunking or defending the tithe, and in living rooms where couples in the grip of inflation and rising household costs discuss whether to tithe or pay the electric bill. The debate has migrated from the pulpit to YouTube, from denominational councils to WhatsApp groups, from printed commentaries to viral videos. Both sides cite chapter and verse. Both sides claim the backing of careful biblical scholarship. And the congregation sits in the middle, more confused than ever. What if both sides are partly right, and both are missing something infinitely greater? That is the proposition of this book. I want to suggest that the debate between tithing as law and tithing as optional grace giving is a debate conducted on too small a stage. Both positions, as they are typically presented, fail to reckon with the most ancient and the most glorious context in which tithing first appears in Scripture, a context that predates Moses, predates the Levitical priesthood, and reaches forward into the eternal order of Jesus Christ Himself.

That context is the Melchizedek Order.

For generations the tithing debate has been fought between two positions. This book proposes a third, and older, one.
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Figure 1. Two familiar positions in the tithing debate, and the older third this book proposes.

Let me state the argument of this book as plainly as I can. I am not claiming that the tithe is a law hanging over the New Covenant believer, a debt that, if unpaid, brings a curse. The Law of Moses, with its tithe regulations, was fulfilled in Christ, and the believer lives under grace, not under the threat of Malachi’s storehouse. What I am claiming is that tithing is older than the Law and larger than the Law: that it began as a free, worshipful, covenant response to the God who blesses, and that this Melchizedek pattern continues for those who are in Christ, not as a tax to be paid but as a language to be spoken. The tithe, on this reading, is not a ceiling that limits generosity, nor a curse that compels it, but a wise and ancient floor from which covenant giving rises.

The chapters that follow trace a single path. We begin with the mysterious king-priest himself and the meaning of his name, his city, and his God. We watch Abraham tithe before any law existed, and Jacob do the same. We follow the tithe as an act of recognition, an acknowledgment of a higher order, and we trace it to the priesthood that receives it in heaven. We linger over the bread and wine, the communion thread that runs from the valley of Shaveh to the upper room. We listen to the New Testament’s own theology of giving, and we let the book of Hebrews build its great argument before our eyes. We answer the strongest objections honestly. And we end where all Christian giving must end: at the generosity of God in Christ.

[image: ]

Figure 2. Tithing appears before the Law, continues through it, and is fulfilled in the eternal priesthood of Christ.

Tithing appears before the Law, continues through it, and is fulfilled in the eternal priesthood of Christ. The Melchizedek Order is not a doctrinal novelty, and it is not a theological curiosity confined to a few obscure chapters of the book of Hebrews. It is the governing framework of the New Covenant priesthood, the spiritual architecture under which every blood-washed believer now operates. And it is precisely within this framework that the deepest and most transformative understanding of tithing is found.

When Abraham gave his tithe to Melchizedek in Genesis 14, he was not obeying a law. He was responding to a revelation. He had just witnessed the sovereign hand of God work a miraculous military victory. He had seen the Most High God demonstrate Himself as possessor of heaven and earth. And out of that encounter with divine power and provision, Abraham gave.

That giving was not transactional. It was not a bargaining chip, and it was not a technique for unlocking prosperity. It was an act of worship, an acknowledgment of a higher order, a declaration in physical form that everything he had, including the spoils of the battle he had just won, ultimately belonged to the God who had given him the victory. This book will take you through eleven major dimensions of the Melchizedek Order as it relates to tithing and covenant giving. We will examine who Melchizedek was and why his appearance in Genesis 14 is one of the most theologically loaded moments in the entire Old Testament. We will trace the pre-law nature of the tithe and explore why this matters far more than many Christians realize. We will study the dual priesthood reality described in Hebrews 7, where mortal men receive tithes on earth, but in heaven it is Christ Himself who receives them. We will explore the stunning connection between Melchizedek’s bread and wine and the Lord’s Table. And we will discover what it practically means to tithe under the New Covenant as a priestly participant in an eternal order.

By the end of our journey together, my prayer is that tithing will have been completely reframed in your heart and mind. Not as a tax. Not as an obligation. Not as a technique for financial increase. But as what it has always been at its deepest level: a sacred, priestly, covenant act, a transaction that reaches beyond the earth and is received in heaven by our eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ. This is the mystery dimension of covenant giving. Let us enter it together.

One. Who Is Melchizedek?

“This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him...”

(Hebrews 7:1, NIV)

Every great theological truth in Scripture has a moment of first appearance, a point in the narrative where God pulls back a curtain and allows a glimpse of something that will take centuries to fully unfold. The moment Melchizedek steps onto the biblical stage is one of those first-glimpse moments.

He arrives without introduction. He departs without farewell. In Genesis 14, he occupies just three verses, and yet those three verses have captivated theologians, rabbis, and biblical scholars for millennia. The author of Hebrews, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, devotes much of chapters five through seven to unpacking the significance of this man. This Spirit-breathed writer treats Melchizedek as so central that the argument returns to him again and again as the key to understanding the New Covenant priesthood of Jesus Christ.

Who, then, is this mysterious king-priest? And why does his sudden appearance in a chapter about Abraham’s military campaign carry such weight for how we understand giving, priesthood, and covenant?

Melchizedek. A king-priest of Salem who blesses Abraham and receives his tithe in Genesis 14. Mentioned only briefly there, he reappears in Psalm 110 and becomes, in Hebrews 5 through 7, the pattern for the eternal priesthood of Christ. His name joins the Hebrew words for king and righteousness: king of righteousness.

King of Salem

Melchizedek is introduced to us first as a king. His city is Salem, a name that carries the Hebrew root shalom, meaning peace. He is therefore the King of Peace. Centuries before the Messiah would be announced by the angel Gabriel as the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), this ancient figure bore the kingly title of ruler over peace. The location of Salem is significant. Many scholars identify it with Jerusalem, the city that would later become the throne of David, the site of Solomon’s Temple, and ultimately the place where the eternal Son of God would be crucified and raised again. Even in his geography, Melchizedek points forward to something greater than himself.

As a king, Melchizedek carried governmental authority. He represented rule, order, and sovereignty. When he met Abraham, he was not simply a wandering holy man. He was a dignitary, a figure of legitimate authority. And yet his royalty was not the defining thing about him.

Priest of the Most High God

What makes Melchizedek truly extraordinary is that alongside his kingly office, he holds a priestly one. He is described as priest of God Most High, El Elyon in the Hebrew, the name that emphasizes the absolute supremacy of the God he served.

In the ancient world, the combination of priest and king in a single person was not unknown, but it was rare. In Israel’s later history, the offices were deliberately kept separate. A king who attempted to function as a priest faced the severe displeasure of God. Saul learned this to his ruin when he offered an unlawful sacrifice (1 Samuel 13), and King Uzziah, who entered the temple to burn incense, was struck with leprosy for the same trespass (2 Chronicles 26:16-21). The distinctions mattered.

But Melchizedek held both offices legitimately, by divine appointment. He was both the ruler of peace and the mediator between humanity and the Most High God. In him, the governmental and the priestly were perfectly united. In Melchizedek, we see the
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