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    Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

Emma Lazarus, 1883

      

    


Introduction: A Presidency of Firsts and Lasting Change

THE STORY OF KAMALA Harris’s presidency is one of historic firsts, transformative leadership, and a profound commitment to the ideals of justice, equality, and progress. As the first woman, the first Black woman, and the first person of South Asian descent to hold the office of President of the United States, Harris shattered barriers and redefined what was possible in American politics. Her ascent to the highest office in the land was not just a personal achievement, but a milestone in the nation’s ongoing journey toward a more inclusive and representative democracy.

This book chronicles the pivotal moments, challenges, and triumphs of Kamala Harris’s presidency, offering a detailed exploration of her impact on the United States and the world. It is a story of resilience in the face of unprecedented crises—a global economic downturn, a lingering pandemic, and deep political polarization. It is also a story of hope and renewal, as Harris led the nation through a period of significant transformation, advancing bold policies that sought to create a more just and equitable society.

Throughout her presidency, Harris demonstrated a unique blend of empathy and pragmatism, qualities that defined her leadership style and endeared her to millions of Americans. From her decisive actions on economic recovery and healthcare reform to her unwavering commitment to combating climate change and advancing civil rights, Harris's administration was marked by a determination to address the most pressing challenges of our time with both vision and resolve.

But Harris’s presidency was about more than just policy. It was about representation—about showing the world that the highest office in the land was not just for a select few, but for anyone, regardless of gender, race, or background. Her partnerships with Vice President Tim Walz, and later Vice President Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, another trailblazing leader, further underscored this message, signaling a new era of leadership that was diverse, dynamic, and deeply connected to the lived experiences of ordinary Americans.

This book dives into the key moments that defined Harris’s time in office, from her historic inauguration to her successful re-election campaign, and the legacy she left behind. It explores the long-term effects of her policies on American society and the global stage, as well as the challenges she faced in a deeply divided political landscape.

Kamala Harris’s presidency was not just a chapter in the history of the United States; it was a turning point—a moment when the nation took bold steps toward a more inclusive, just, and prosperous future. This is the story of that journey.
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Chapter 1: Inauguration Day


[image: image]


The Historic Moment: January 20, 2025

The brisk winter air of Washington, D.C. held a special kind of electricity on January 20, 2025. As the sun rose over the Capitol, its rays reflected off the white marble and gilded domes, signaling not just a new day, but a new era. It was a momentous occasion that the country and the world would long remember—a day when history would be made, not by the might of an army or the stroke of a legislative pen, but by the peaceful transfer of power, an enduring symbol of democracy. The anticipation had been building for months, and now, the world watched as Kamala Devi Harris prepared to take the oath of office as the 47th President of the United States.

Kamala Harris's path to this moment was unlike any other in American history. Born to a Jamaican father and an Indian mother, she had navigated a career that saw her break barriers at every turn—from becoming the first female District Attorney of San Francisco, to the first Black and South Asian woman elected Attorney General of California, and then as a U.S. Senator. Her tenure as Vice President under President Joe Biden had further solidified her position as a trailblazer. Now, standing on the cusp of becoming the nation's leader, she was poised to shatter the highest glass ceiling, not just for women, but for all underrepresented communities.

The morning of Inauguration Day was marked by a quiet resolve in Kamala. The weight of history pressed upon her, not as a burden, but as a mantle she had prepared to carry. Her thoughts were with her mother, Shyamala Gopalan Harris, who had passed away in 2009 but whose influence was etched into every fiber of Kamala’s being. It was her mother’s teachings on justice, equality, and service that had guided Kamala to this historic threshold. As she dressed in a purple coat—chosen to symbolize unity and the coming together of a divided nation—she took a moment to reflect on the journey that had led her to this day.

The crowd that gathered on the National Mall, though smaller in size due to lingering public health concerns, was no less enthusiastic. Supporters from all walks of life braved the cold, bundled in coats and scarves, some holding signs, others wrapped in blankets emblazoned with the stars and stripes. Their cheers echoed through the streets as the clock ticked closer to noon. The mood was one of celebration, optimism, and hope—a stark contrast to the darker days of the recent past.

The world watched, transfixed. Millions tuned in from every corner of the globe, recognizing that what was about to transpire would not only shape the future of the United States but would send ripples across the international stage. In homes, cafes, and public squares, people gathered around televisions and streamed the event on their devices, eager to witness history.

The Swearing-In Ceremony

At precisely noon, Chief Justice John Roberts stood before the assembled crowd on the West Front of the Capitol, holding the Bible that would serve as the conduit for the oath of office. Kamala Harris, her demeanor composed yet radiating confidence, approached the podium. The Bible she chose for the occasion had special significance—it was the one that belonged to Thurgood Marshall, the first Black Supreme Court Justice, a figure who had inspired her own legal career. The weight of its history was fitting for the occasion, linking the past struggles for civil rights with the present moment of triumph.

The moment was surreal, almost dreamlike. As Harris raised her right hand, placing her left on the Bible, the murmur of the crowd fell silent, replaced by the quiet hum of anticipation. The entire nation seemed to hold its breath.

“I, Kamala Devi Harris, do solemnly swear,” she began, her voice clear and steady, “that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, so help me God.”

With those words, Kamala Harris became the 47th President of the United States.

The crowd erupted into applause, a thunderous sound that reverberated across the Mall and through the streets of Washington. Tears streamed down the faces of many in the audience—tears of joy, of relief, of pride. It was a cathartic moment for a nation that had endured years of turmoil, division, and uncertainty. It was a moment that signaled not just the inauguration of a new president, but the dawning of a new chapter in American history.

The Role of Tim Walz

Just moments before Kamala Harris took her oath, Tim Walz had been sworn in as the Vice President of the United States. A seasoned politician with deep roots in Midwestern values, Walz was a steadying force in the administration, bringing with him years of experience as a Congressman and as the Governor of Minnesota. His pragmatic approach to governance, his dedication to the working class, and his military background made him an ideal partner for Harris in leading a diverse and often divided nation.

Walz’s inauguration, though quieter than Harris’s, was no less significant. It marked the continuation of a partnership that had been carefully cultivated during the campaign and would now be tested in the highest echelons of power. As he stood on the dais, flanked by his family, Walz took his oath with humility and a deep sense of responsibility.

The dynamic between Harris and Walz had been one of mutual respect and collaboration from the start. While Harris was the face of bold progressivism, Walz provided a grounded balance, appealing to the moderate and independent voters who had been crucial in securing the administration’s victory. Together, they represented a coalition of values and ideals that aimed to heal the fractures within the country.

For Walz, the role of Vice President was one of action and influence. Unlike some of his predecessors who had occupied the office as mere figureheads, Walz was determined to be an active participant in the administration’s efforts to govern. He was expected to take a lead role in working with Congress, particularly in building bridges with rural America, and to be a key advisor to Harris on both domestic and international issues. His reputation for bipartisanship and his ability to communicate across party lines would prove invaluable as the administration faced the formidable task of governing a polarized nation.

Reflections on the Significance

The significance of Kamala Harris's inauguration was not lost on those who witnessed it, both in person and through screens around the world. For many, it was the culmination of decades, even centuries, of struggle for equality and justice. It was a moment that echoed the dreams of suffragettes, civil rights activists, and every woman who had ever been told she couldn't. For Black Americans, for South Asians, for women, and for immigrants, Harris’s ascension to the presidency was a powerful affirmation of the American ideal—that in this country, with hard work and perseverance, anything was possible.

The symbolism of the moment was profound. Harris’s very presence at the pinnacle of power challenged the traditional narrative of American leadership. She represented a break from the past, a turning point where the voices that had long been marginalized were now at the forefront of national and global discourse. Her presidency was not just a victory for her or her supporters; it was a victory for democracy itself—a testament to its resilience and its capacity to evolve.

Internationally, Harris’s presidency was seen as a beacon of hope and progress. In many parts of the world, particularly in countries where women and minorities still faced significant barriers, her rise to power was a source of inspiration. Leaders across the globe extended their congratulations, but also looked to Harris with expectations of renewed leadership on issues such as climate change, human rights, and global security. Her inauguration was more than an American milestone; it was a signal to the world that the U.S. was ready to re-engage on the global stage with a leader who embodied the principles of inclusion and diversity.

Yet, alongside the celebrations and the sense of historic achievement, there was also a sobering recognition of the challenges ahead. The country Harris inherited was one still deeply divided, with wounds that would not heal overnight. The economic disparities exacerbated by the pandemic, the ongoing racial tensions, the polarized political climate, and the looming threats of climate change and global instability—all these were daunting challenges that would require not just vision, but pragmatism, cooperation, and a relentless commitment to service.

Harris herself was acutely aware of these challenges. In her inaugural address, she struck a tone of determination and unity. She acknowledged the divisions within the country but emphasized that what united Americans was far greater than what divided them. She called for a new era of cooperation and civility, urging the nation to move forward together.

“Our diversity is our strength,” she declared, her voice carrying across the Mall. “And it is our duty to ensure that every American, regardless of race, religion, gender, or background, has a seat at the table. We must reject the forces of hatred, intolerance, and division, and instead embrace the values of inclusion, respect, and empathy.”

Her words were met with resounding applause, a hopeful note that echoed the sentiments of those who believed in the promise of a better future. But for Harris, the work was just beginning. She knew that her presidency would be judged not just by the history made on this day, but by the progress achieved in the years to come. The road ahead was long, and the challenges were many, but Kamala Harris was ready—ready to lead, ready to serve, and ready to make history.

The Inaugural Address

As Kamala Harris stood before the nation, having just taken the oath of office, she prepared to deliver her inaugural address—a speech that would set the tone for her presidency and outline the vision she had for the country. The address had been meticulously crafted, reflecting the input of her closest advisors, but also her own convictions and experiences. It was a speech designed not just to inspire, but to reassure a nation still reeling from the tumultuous years that had preceded it.

Harris’s address was both a call to action and a promise of leadership. She pledged to govern with transparency, to seek out diverse perspectives, and to always put the needs of the American people first. She did not shy away from the challenges ahead, but instead embraced them as opportunities for growth and progress.

The address was met with widespread praise, even from some of her political opponents who recognized the sincerity of her message. It was a speech that resonated not just because of its content, but because of the person delivering it—a woman who had overcome countless obstacles to stand where she did, and who now carried the hopes and aspirations of millions on her shoulders.

The Global Reaction

As Kamala Harris concluded her inaugural address, the international response was immediate and overwhelmingly positive. World leaders from across the political spectrum offered their congratulations, many expressing optimism about the future of U.S. relations under her leadership.

In Europe, Harris’s inauguration was seen as a return to stability and a recommitment to the transatlantic alliance. Leaders in Germany, France, and the United Kingdom spoke of their eagerness to work with the new administration on shared challenges such as climate change, trade, and security. For many in Europe, Harris’s presidency was a welcome departure from the unpredictability of the previous administration, and a sign that the U.S. was ready to re-engage as a global leader.

In Asia, Harris’s heritage was particularly celebrated. In India, the land of her maternal ancestors, there were jubilant scenes as people took to the streets to celebrate her achievement. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was among the first to congratulate her, highlighting the deepening ties between the two nations. In Southeast Asia, Harris’s presidency was seen as a positive development for U.S. relations with the region, particularly in terms of economic and security cooperation.

African nations, too, viewed Harris’s inauguration with hope. Her heritage as the daughter of a Jamaican immigrant resonated deeply across the continent, where many saw her as a symbol of the African diaspora’s potential. Several African leaders expressed their desire to strengthen ties with the U.S. and to work with Harris on issues such as development, trade, and climate change.

Even in regions where U.S. relations had been strained, there was a cautious optimism. In the Middle East, where conflicts and diplomatic tensions had long dominated U.S. policy, Harris’s presidency was seen as an opportunity for a fresh approach. While challenges remained, particularly with nations like Iran and Syria, there was a sense that Harris would bring a more diplomatic and measured tone to U.S. foreign policy.

In Latin America, leaders welcomed the possibility of more cooperative and respectful relations. Harris’s focus on addressing the root causes of migration, improving economic conditions, and upholding human rights was seen as a positive shift from previous policies that had often been characterized by tension and conflict.

The global reaction to Harris’s inauguration was a testament to the profound impact her presidency was expected to have not just in the United States, but around the world. It was a recognition that the values she embodied—diversity, justice, and equality—were not just American ideals, but universal ones.

A New Dawn

As the ceremonies of Inauguration Day drew to a close, the sense of a new beginning was palpable. The challenges that lay ahead were daunting, and the road to recovery and progress would be long. But there was also a renewed sense of hope—hope that the country could heal its divisions, that it could overcome the crises it faced, and that it could once again stand as a beacon of democracy and opportunity for the world.

Kamala Harris’s journey to the presidency had been marked by perseverance, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to justice. Now, as the 47th President of the United States, she was ready to lead the nation into its next chapter. The weight of history was heavy, but she carried it with grace, knowing that her story was not just her own, but that of countless others who had fought for the same dream.

The world watched as the sun set on Washington, D.C., casting a warm glow over the Capitol. It was the end of one chapter and the beginning of another—one that promised to be written by a nation united in its diversity and committed to its ideals.

In the days, months, and years to come, Kamala Harris’s presidency would be tested in ways both expected and unforeseen. But on this day, Inauguration Day, the promise of what could be shone brightly. It was a day that would be remembered not just for the history that was made, but for the hope it inspired—a hope that would carry the nation forward, together.
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Chapter 2: Setting the Agenda
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The Dawn of a New Administration

As Kamala Harris stepped into the Oval Office for the first time as President of the United States, the gravity of her new role weighed heavily on her shoulders. The grandeur of the room, steeped in history and power, was a stark reminder of the immense responsibility that now lay in her hands. Yet, Harris was undeterred. She had spent her career preparing for this moment, navigating the complexities of American politics, and standing firm on issues of justice, equity, and governance. Now, as the 47th President, she was ready to chart a course for the nation’s future.

The days following her inauguration were a whirlwind of activity. The nation, still reeling from years of political turmoil, economic uncertainty, and social unrest, looked to her for direction. The country’s challenges were multifaceted and deeply entrenched, requiring not just bold vision but practical, effective governance. Harris understood that the early days of her administration would set the tone for the years to come, and she was determined to begin with a clear, decisive agenda.

In her first address to the nation from the Oval Office, Harris outlined her administration's top priorities, each reflecting the critical issues facing the United States and the world. Climate change, healthcare reform, racial justice, and rebuilding international alliances were at the forefront of her agenda. These issues were not only central to her campaign but also deeply personal, shaped by her experiences as a woman of color, a public servant, and a global citizen.

Climate Change: A Call to Action

Among the most urgent items on President Harris’s agenda was the fight against climate change. The evidence was clear: the planet was in crisis, and immediate, aggressive action was required to avert catastrophic consequences. The Biden administration had made significant strides in rejoining the Paris Agreement and setting ambitious climate goals, but Harris was determined to go further.

In her inaugural address, Harris had declared, "The time for half-measures is over. We must take bold, transformative steps to combat the climate crisis and protect our planet for future generations." This statement set the stage for an administration that would prioritize environmental sustainability in every aspect of governance.

Harris's climate agenda was comprehensive, aiming to address the root causes of global warming while also promoting economic growth and social equity. The cornerstone of her plan was the Green New Deal 2.0, a sweeping policy framework that built upon the original Green New Deal while incorporating new elements to accelerate the transition to a carbon-neutral economy. The plan included substantial investments in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and green infrastructure, with the goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

One of the most ambitious aspects of the Green New Deal 2.0 was the proposal for a National Climate Bank, designed to leverage public and private capital to finance clean energy projects across the country. This initiative aimed to create millions of new jobs in the green economy, particularly in communities that had been historically dependent on fossil fuels. By focusing on economic revitalization in these areas, Harris hoped to build broad-based support for her climate agenda, including in regions that had traditionally been skeptical of environmental regulations.

Harris also prioritized international cooperation on climate issues. She appointed a new Climate Czar, a cabinet-level position tasked with coordinating the U.S.'s efforts in global climate negotiations. This role was filled by John Podesta, a seasoned political strategist and climate advocate, who had served as a key advisor during the Obama administration. Podesta’s experience and global connections made him the ideal choice to lead the administration’s efforts to rebuild trust and cooperation with international partners.

Under Harris’s leadership, the U.S. would not only meet its commitments under the Paris Agreement but also push for more ambitious global targets. The administration planned to host a Global Climate Summit within the first year, bringing together world leaders to discuss coordinated actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, protect biodiversity, and assist developing nations in transitioning to sustainable economies.

However, Harris knew that tackling climate change would not be without its challenges. The fossil fuel industry, deeply entrenched and politically powerful, posed significant opposition to her agenda. Furthermore, the political landscape in Congress was divided, with Republicans and some moderate Democrats wary of the economic impacts of aggressive climate policies. Harris understood that achieving her goals would require careful negotiation, coalition-building, and, at times, compromise. But she was resolute in her belief that the stakes were too high to allow inaction.

Healthcare Reform: Building on the Affordable Care Act

Healthcare had long been a central issue in American politics, and it remained a top priority for President Harris. As the first woman to hold the presidency, and as someone who had seen firsthand the struggles of families trying to access affordable healthcare, Harris was committed to expanding and improving the healthcare system.

The Harris administration's healthcare agenda was centered around two key objectives: expanding coverage and reducing costs. Harris believed that healthcare was a fundamental right, not a privilege, and that the government had a responsibility to ensure that every American had access to quality care.

Building on the foundation laid by the Affordable Care Act (ACA), Harris proposed the creation of a public option, a government-run health insurance plan that would compete with private insurers. The public option was designed to provide an affordable alternative for those who could not find adequate coverage through the private market, while also driving down costs across the board by increasing competition. This initiative was a nod to the progressive wing of the Democratic Party, which had long advocated for a single-payer system but recognized the political and practical challenges of such a shift.

Harris also sought to address the rising cost of prescription drugs, which had become a significant burden for many Americans, particularly the elderly and those with chronic conditions. She proposed allowing Medicare to negotiate drug prices directly with pharmaceutical companies, a move that was expected to save billions of dollars in healthcare costs. Additionally, her administration planned to cap out-of-pocket expenses for prescription drugs, ensuring that no American would be forced to choose between their medication and other basic needs.

Mental health care was another area of focus for the Harris administration. The COVID-19 pandemic had exacerbated the mental health crisis in the United States, with millions of Americans experiencing increased levels of anxiety, depression, and other mental health issues. Harris proposed significant investments in mental health services, including expanding access to telehealth, increasing funding for mental health professionals, and integrating mental health care into primary care settings.

The administration also prioritized addressing healthcare disparities that disproportionately affected communities of color and low-income populations. Harris announced the creation of the Office of Health Equity within the Department of Health and Human Services, tasked with coordinating efforts to eliminate disparities in healthcare access, quality, and outcomes. This office would work closely with other federal agencies, state and local governments, and community organizations to develop targeted strategies to reduce health inequities.

Despite the comprehensive nature of her healthcare agenda, Harris knew that achieving these reforms would be an uphill battle. The healthcare industry, including insurance companies and pharmaceutical giants, was one of the most powerful lobbies in Washington. Furthermore, the issue of healthcare had long been a partisan flashpoint, with Republicans largely opposed to government intervention in the healthcare market.

Harris’s approach to healthcare reform was pragmatic, recognizing the need to build broad-based support while also making meaningful progress. She worked closely with Vice President Tim Walz, who had extensive experience in healthcare policy from his time as a Congressman and Governor of Minnesota. Together, they engaged in outreach efforts to moderate Democrats and Republicans, emphasizing the economic and moral imperative of expanding healthcare access and affordability.

Racial Justice: A Continuation of the Struggle

Racial justice was not just a policy issue for President Harris; it was a personal mission. As a Black woman of South Asian descent, Harris had spent her career advocating for civil rights, criminal justice reform, and social equity. Now, as President, she was determined to use her platform to advance racial justice on a national scale.

The racial justice agenda of the Harris administration was multifaceted, addressing issues of policing, criminal justice, economic inequality, and voting rights. Harris understood that these issues were deeply interconnected and required a holistic approach.

One of the administration’s first actions was the introduction of the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 2.0, an updated version of the bill that had been introduced during the previous administration but had stalled in the Senate. The new version of the bill included provisions to ban chokeholds, end qualified immunity for law enforcement officers, and create a national database of police misconduct. Additionally, it sought to promote community policing initiatives and provide funding for de-escalation training and mental health crisis intervention.

Harris also prioritized criminal justice reform, building on the work she had done as California’s Attorney General and as a U.S. Senator. The administration proposed the Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act, which aimed to reduce mandatory minimum sentences for non-violent offenses, expand alternatives to incarceration, and invest in rehabilitation and reentry programs. Harris was particularly focused on addressing the racial disparities in the criminal justice system, which had disproportionately impacted Black and Brown communities for decades.

Economic justice was another critical component of Harris’s racial justice agenda. She recognized that systemic racism extended beyond the criminal justice system and into the economic structures that perpetuated inequality. To address these disparities, the administration proposed a range of initiatives, including expanding access to capital for minority-owned businesses, increasing funding for Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), and implementing targeted job training and workforce development programs in underserved communities.

Voting rights were also a top priority for the Harris administration. In the wake of widespread voter suppression efforts, particularly targeting communities of color, Harris was determined to protect and expand the right to vote. The administration supported the passage of the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, which aimed to restore and strengthen the protections of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Additionally, Harris proposed automatic voter registration, expanded early voting, and measures to ensure that every eligible American could vote without undue burden or intimidation.

Harris knew that advancing racial justice would require more than just policy changes; it would require a shift in the national conversation. She used her platform as President to speak candidly about the realities of systemic racism, acknowledging the pain and anger that many Americans felt. She called for a national reckoning on race, encouraging open and honest dialogue about the legacy of slavery, segregation, and discrimination in the United States.

However, Harris also recognized the challenges of advancing racial justice in a deeply polarized nation. The issue of race had long been a divisive one, and there were powerful forces that sought to maintain the status quo. Harris faced opposition from conservative lawmakers, who argued that her policies were too radical and that they threatened to exacerbate divisions rather than heal them. She also faced criticism from some progressives, who believed that her proposals did not go far enough.

Despite these challenges, Harris remained committed to her racial justice agenda. She understood that progress would be incremental and that the fight for justice was a long-term struggle. But she also believed that her administration could make meaningful change, building on the work of those who had come before her and paving the way for future generations.

Rebuilding International Alliances

The final pillar of President Harris’s agenda was the restoration and strengthening of international alliances. After years of tension and disengagement from global institutions, Harris was determined to rebuild America’s standing in the world and reaffirm its commitment to multilateralism.

The Harris administration’s foreign policy was guided by the principle of “Smart Power,” which emphasized the use of diplomacy, development, and defense in a balanced and coordinated manner. Harris believed that the United States could not afford to retreat from the world stage, but that its engagement needed to be more strategic, cooperative, and aligned with global values.

One of the first actions taken by the Harris administration was to reassert America’s leadership in global climate negotiations. Harris appointed a special envoy for climate, tasked with coordinating U.S. efforts in international climate talks and working with other countries to achieve ambitious emissions reduction targets. The administration also pledged to increase funding for climate adaptation and resilience in developing countries, recognizing that the impacts of climate change were felt most acutely by the world’s poorest and most vulnerable populations.

Harris also prioritized rebuilding alliances with traditional partners in Europe and Asia. She made it clear that the United States would stand by its commitments to NATO and work to strengthen transatlantic relations. At the same time, the administration sought to deepen ties with key allies in the Asia-Pacific region, particularly in the face of an increasingly assertive China.

Trade was another area of focus for the Harris administration. Harris believed in the importance of fair and open trade, but she also recognized the need to address the concerns of American workers and industries that had been adversely affected by globalization. The administration sought to renegotiate trade agreements to include stronger labor and environmental standards, and to protect key industries while promoting innovation and competitiveness.

Human rights and democracy were also central to Harris’s foreign
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