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When the eye narrates and deviates

Francisco Marguch

In Pharus II. Landscapes and Photographic Fictions Matilde Marín embarks (literally) on a visual journey that documents and recreates lighthouses of the world. It is Marín’s second work that Bosquemadura E-DITORIAL DE ARTE publishes to offer us other perspectives that in some way rede-fine that first ebook: Pharus. From the Southern to the Northern Hemisphere (2021). This work takes the reader on a journey in images, maps and seas, which begins in the austral extremes of Argentina and stops at various coastal locations until reaching boreal regions, offering an aesthetic and reflective experience.

Pharus II. Landscapes and Photographic Fictions makes the opposite route to that first book: it is the return home, going from the East and the North to the South and West. The second digital book makes the eye tense: the image orients and also disorients, invites to deviation. In this journey –through documentary and fictional images– Marín presents lighthouses that are not only physical guides in the sea, but which, through their visu-al aspect, now reveal spaces of fascination for imagining new stories that revitalize those symbols of memory and history.

In her essay –March, sail, travel, without fear of storms. Pharus photo-graphic alchemy–, Laura Malosetti Costa points out that the photographs 
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of the lighthouses, especially those in the first part of the book, in black and white, although austere in terms of adjectives, evoke concepts and narratives such as those of the journey, the shipwreck, the tragedy. The photographs of the lighthouses, with their immensity and symbol-ism, open the vision to colour and break the expected, creating a sort of dreamlike atmosphere that pushes and allows us to perceive the move-ment of an almost cinematic world. Adriana Musitano’s essay, From the mise-en-abyme to other landscapes…, reflects on these aspects, thinking of the surrealist image as a fruitful reading paradigm to learn more about these new creations by Marín. Speaking of the surrealist image, André Breton tells us:

I do not hide the fact that for me the most powerful image is the one that presents the highest degree of arbitrariness; the one that requires the longest time to be translated into practical language, whether it con-ceals an enormous dose of apparent contradiction, whether one of its terms has been curiously concealed, whether it is announced in a sensational way and ends up being weakly resolved (suddenly closing the angle of its compass), whether it deduces from itself a derisory formal justifi-cation, whether it enters into the hallucinatory order, or because, with the greatest naturalness, it lends the abstract the mask of the concrete or vice versa, whether it implies the denial of some physical property (Breton, 1963: 53. Italics are ours).
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The experience that Matilde Marín invites us to when we look at and see these lighthouses takes on a personal dimension towards the end of the work, about her venturing into the search of images and stories that the lighthouses of the world summon. And another collective dimension, when she adds the lighthouses that she calls “from friends”, images that came to the artist from that network of elective affections, because her friends, on their trips, when they saw lighthouses, remembered her and let her know with photographs and words. Thus, Marín’s artistic work is accompanied by these records and small messages.

Bosquemadura highlights Marín’s compositional and plastic mastery, which reveals something new and different, those almost hallucinatory, dreamlike, lively images, full of surprises and close-ups of what is distant and close. It is up to the lectoris espectadoris to find these and other ways of reading, observing and thinking from and with these photographs.

Córdoba, August 29, 2024

NOTES 

Breton, A. (1963). Los manifiestos del surrealismo. Buenos Aires: Nueva Visión.

Marín, M. (2021). Pharus, del Hemisferio Sur al Norte . Córdoba: Bosquemadura.
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Hraunhafnartangi Lighthouse

Raufarhöfn, Iceland.










Castle Breakwater Lighthouse

Guernsey Island, Great Britain. 










Hercules Tower

Galicia, Spain. 










Finisterre Lighthouse

Galicia, Spain. 










Ponta do Sinó Lighthouse, Sal Island, Cape Verde.










Alexandria Lighthouse 

Egypt.










Gardu Lighthouse 

Gardur, Iceland.









Yanbu Port Tower

Saudi Arabia.







Good Hope Cape Lighthouse

South Africa.







Punta Medanosa Lighthouse

Santa Cruz, Argentina. 







San Juan de Salvamento Lighthouse

Staten Island, Atlántico Sur. 







Ushuaia Tower

Tierra del Fuego, Argentina







Cape Virgenes Lighthouse

Santa Cruz, Argentina. 







Castillo del Morro Lighthouse

La Habana, Cuba.







Molo de Abrigo de Iquique Lighthouse

Iquique, Chile.







Jeddah Port Lighthouse

Saudi Arabia. 







Hornby Lighthouse

Sidney, Australia.







Macquarie Lighthouse 

Sidney, Australia. 
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L1







Hraunhafnartangi Lighthouse, Raufarhöfn, Iceland
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L2







Gardur Lighthouse, Gardur, Iceland
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function ProcessMedia() {
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for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
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for(var j = 0; j < descendants.length; j++) {
var e = descendants[j];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(e.paused) {
var selfContainerID = e.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
}
}
}
}
function ProcessAnimations() {
	var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
	for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
		var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageLoadActions");
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		var cn = oFrame[i].className;
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				eval(actions);
			}
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
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}
event.stopPropagation();
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if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
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}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
event.target.__id_touched = true;
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOverForAnimations(element, event) {
var animationClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var cn = element.className;
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oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOver(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseout", function(event) { onMouseOut(this, event) }, false);
}
}
function hasAppearance(element, appearance) {
var childArray = element.children;
for(var i=0; i< childArray.length; i++) {
var cn = childArray[i].className;
if(cn.indexOf(appearance) != -1) {
return true;
}
}
return false;
}
function isDescendantOf(child, parent) {
var current = child;
while(current) {
if(current == parent)
return true;
current = current.parentNode;
}
return false;
}
function addClass(element,classname) { 
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(classname) != -1 ) {
return;
}
if (cn != '') {
classname = ' ' + classname;
}
element.className = cn + classname;
}
function removeClass(element, classname) {
var cn = element.className;
var rxp = new RegExp("\\s?\\b" + classname + "\\b", "g");
cn = cn.replace(rxp, '');
element.className = cn;
}
function onMouseDown(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUp(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOver(element, event) {
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Rollover')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloveractions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOut(element, event) {
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
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removeClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
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}
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function goToDestination(ref) {
window.location.href = ref;
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