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Chapter 1: The Joy of Christmas Debt
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In the heart of the North Pole, beyond the twinkling lights, gift wrapping, and cheerful songs, there existed a secret few had ever imagined. Beneath the laughter of elves and the glow of lanterns hung something older than tradition itself—a force that sustained Christmas joy.

That force was not simply belief. It was something deeper. It was a balance. A debt of spirit that had to be maintained.

Young Laura Turner, the youngest member of the Turner family, unknowingly stirred that balance with a simple wish. While many children asked for toys, games, or gifts, Laura’s heart leaned somewhere different. She wanted something her family had quietly lost.

Santa Claus, seated high within his great chamber, sensed the weakening pulse of Christmas spirit spreading through certain homes around the world. The North Pole itself responded when true joy dimmed. Bells rang softer. Lights flickered weaker. Even the reindeer became restless.

When Laura’s wish rose into the winter air, it reached him clearly.

Santa stood, thoughtful beneath the weight of his red coat, and summoned two trusted guardians.

Mckelphin arrived first—ancient, measured, carrying the quiet presence of someone who had witnessed centuries of Christmases. Around his neck rested an enchanted amulet, old as snow itself, granting invisibility whenever needed. His eyes carried unusual wisdom, the kind that saw beyond words into what people refused to admit.

Umoja followed through a shimmer of golden light.

Her wings glowed with soft brilliance, stretching like living snowfall touched by moonlight. She was no ordinary fairy. She could move through memory, open moments from the past, and guide hearts through forgotten truths. At the center of her chest rested her golden heart—an ancient source of magic that allowed her to bend time and space gently without breaking either.

Santa looked at them carefully.

“The spirit is weakening again,” he said quietly.

Mckelphin lowered his head. “Where?”

Santa turned toward a floating image forming in the air.

A home appeared.

Detroit, Michigan.

The Turner family.

Lights decorated nearby homes, but theirs stood emotionally dim despite outward decorations.

“Laura Turner,” Santa said, “has asked for something few children ask for anymore.”

Umoja studied the image. “Not gifts.”

“No,” Santa replied. “She wants her family back.”

Mckelphin’s expression shifted. He understood immediately.

A different kind of debt.

A debt no coin could pay.

A debt owed to joy itself.

Santa stepped closer.

“You both know what must be done.”

Mckelphin’s hand touched the magical ornament he carried—a sphere that glowed brighter whenever genuine hope remained inside a home.

“If there is still light,” he said, “we can reach it.”

“There is always light,” Umoja answered softly, “even when people forget where they left it.”

Santa nodded.

“Then go.”

The room shimmered.

Snow lifted from the floor as Umoja opened a portal of gold and frost. Through it, Detroit appeared under a cold winter sky.

Before entering, Mckelphin paused.

“The debt must be collected carefully.”

Santa gave him a knowing look.

“Not with punishment,” Santa said. “With truth.”

The two guardians stepped through.

Far below, Laura sat near her window, watching snow drift across the glass. Her home held tension she could not explain, only feel.

Her father was distracted.

Her mother tired.

Her brother distant.

And Christmas felt present only in decoration, not spirit.

Still, she whispered another prayer into the quiet room.

“I just want us happy again.”

At that exact moment, outside the house, two unseen figures arrived beneath the falling snow.

Mckelphin looked toward the house.

Umoja’s wings glowed softly.

And the work of restoring Christmas joy began.
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