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I dedicate this book to my beautiful daughter Jena

Always know that you can come home if your journey ever seems too tough for you to manage.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

PROLOUGE

The Early Years
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Anyone who has followed the Gabby Petito story already knows that Gabrielle “Gabby” Petito was born on March 19, 1999.

Gabby’s parents are Joe Petito and Nicole Schmidt. Gabby’s parents were divorced, and both got remarried after their divorce. Gabby had an amazing relationship with her stepmother Tara Petito and her stepfather Jim Schmidt. 

TJ Schmidt is Gabby’s younger brother. There is only about a gap of four years between TJ and Gabby.

Gabby was raised in Blue Point, New York which is in the middle of Long Island along the Great South Bay.
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In 2013 when Gabby was fourteen, she and her stepbrothers Joey and Derek appeared in a music video as a tribute song to the victims of the December 14, 2012, Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in Newtown, Connecticut. 

The video showed young Gabby holding a sign that read: “IM IRREPLACEABLE”
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Deb Henson, the musician who wrote a moving tribute song is planning to re-record the track to raise money for the Gabby Petito Foundation.
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HIGH SCHOOL 2013 -2017
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Gabby’s first attended Newfield High School in her freshman-year 2013/14 when the family lived in Selden, New York.
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Her stay at Newfield High School was short-lived and the family moved ten and a half miles south to Blue Point, New York. 

In Blue Point, the family lived on Ocean Ave which is a tree-lined cul-de-sac in a quiet neighborhood. 

As you drive down Ocean Ave you will find single-family homes and new homes being built. 

When Gabby and her family moved to Ocean Ave, Brian Laundrie lived on 1st Ave in Bayport, which was less than two miles from Gabby’s home.
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Gabby and Brian both attended Bayport Blue Point High School.
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Bayport Blue Point High School
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Gabby Meets Brian
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Gabby met Brian in her 2014/15 school year when she was a sophomore. Brian was a year older and a junior.

The two started dating and Gabby’s friends said that they always had a rocky relationship, 

The relationship was on-again, off-again to the point that sometimes it was hard for their friends to know if the couple was together or not. 

Even though the couple had their issues, their friends never saw any physical abuse between them.
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One of Gabby's high school friends said, "They had very high highs and very low lows." She added that Gabby always said he was a good boyfriend.

Brian’s parents, Chris and Roberta Laundrie had their sights set on leaving Long Island. They decided to move out of the northeast and head to Florida. They purchased a small three-bedroom single-family home at 4343 Wabasso Ave. in North Port Florida on October 8th, 2015. 

Gabby had an amazing artistic talent. And she was honored with inclusion in the senior art display with her self-portrait, done in light pencil, in 11th grade.

After graduating, her artwork with a poignant anchor was selected as the symbol for The Great South Bay Coalition.

The Great South Bay Coalition is a Blue Point community organization formed after a local mother’s loss of her son to a heroin overdose.
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Their mission statement is, “To empower our communities to promote physical, mental and spiritual health in an effort to reduce the impact of substance abuse.” 

Gabby’s artwork was chosen because the anchor represented inner strength and clear vision through turmoil.

Brian finished his senior year at Bayport Blue Point High School and graduated in 2016. The couple broke up after Brian graduated, and Gabby finished high school and graduated the following year. 

The Laundrie’s sold their home in Bay Point in June 2016 and the family moved to Florida. 

News outlets have reported that right after high school Gabby moved to Florida with Brian and his family. However, the truth is that she stayed in Blue Point, New York for the summer after graduation, and then in September she moved to Wilmington Delaware, and lived in the Carolina Beach area. 
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September 2017 to January 2019
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In the summer of 2017, Gabby decided to get away from the Long Island area and in September, she headed south to Carolina Beach, North Carolina.

From September 2017 to January 2019, Gabby lived in Carolina Beach, North Carolina, and worked as a hostess, and in the kitchen of a restaurant named, Smoke on The Water, in Wilmington.
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Smoke on the Water, in Wilmington

From all-out appearances, it looked as if Gabby was ready to settle down in the Carolina Beach area.

One thing that makes us believe that is the fact that she was going to commit to going to college in the area. She applied to Cape Fear Community College but did not attend.

The restaurant's staff at Smoke on The Water later told the media that Gabby had a sweet disposition and that she "touched so many lives."
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The restaurant set up a table in Petito's memory. The restaurant also plans to plant a tree outside Smoke on the Water as a lasting memorial to Gabby.

One of her close friends in Wilmington said that her plans changed when she and Brian decided to get back together, and Gabby left North Carolina and returned to New York for a brief time. 
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While Gabby was in New York in 2019, she worked at Nole Café about three miles from her family’s home on Ocean Ave, in Blue Point New York.
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North Port, Florida
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On March 17, 2019, she and Brian started dating once again. 

It was during this time that Gabby and Brian decided to move forward with their relationship and Gabby decided to move to Florida with Brian at his parent’s house about thirty miles south of Sarasota at 4343 Wabasso Ave in North Port Florida. 
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When Gabby first arrived in Florida she worked as a pharmacy technician and Brian in the produce department at a local Publix Grocery store.

Both Gabby and Brian quit their Publix job at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and decided to make their first road trip in late 2019 in their Nissan Sentra to California.

Gabby documented the trip on her Instagram account and shared pictures of their journey as they visited Las Vegas, Yosemite National Park, Pismo Beach, and other points of interest. 

By March of 2020, the couple was back in Florida in time to celebrate Gabby’s 21st birthday.

On March 17, 2020, two days before Gabby’s 21st birthday, she made a post on Instagram recognizing her and Brian’s 1st anniversary
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She posted this comment with the picture of her and Brian on the California coast. 
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Gabby celebrated her 21st birthday on March 19th, 2020, in Florida at the Nokomis Groves Ice Cream parlor in Nokomis Florida just 20 minutes west of the Laundrie’s North Port home. 
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After her stop off at the ice cream stand, she made a trip to the beach on the Gulf of Mexico side of Florida which is just a few more miles west of the ice cream stand.
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On April 22nd Gabby went into her Instagram post and added this comment.
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Gabby and Brian spent the summer of 2020 in Florida and the two got engaged in July 2020.
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Gabby’s comment on the post was, 
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@bizarre_design_ was Brian’s Instagram screen name.

Brian wrote, "My biggest fear is that one day I'll wake up, and it will have all been a dream, because that is what every second has felt like since the moment, we found each other. Till death do us part or until I wake up."

According to the Petito’s family attorney, they had gotten engaged, but postponed their wedding plans because of the Coronavirus pandemic and decided to take a road trip instead.

Gabby and Brian shared a love of travel, and while on the road during their travels in their Nissan Sentra, they would sometimes camp outside. But sometimes they had to find a hotel for the evening and that became a pricey venture. 

So, the couple made the decision to purchase a van to travel the country with. On December 11th, 2020, the couple purchased a 2012 Ford Transit Connect van. Gabby posted on Instagram that they have purchased a "garden on wheels! New van means new adventures."

Inspired by YouTube videos and home-renovation shows, they used their artistic skills to transform the van into a small home for their next cross-country trip.
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Both Gabby and Brian worked over the first couple of months of 2021 to save money for their next road trip.
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gabspetito Made my favorite mango smoothie for breakfast, went
on a nice litle hike, had some sushi & watched the sunset before

going home to some chocolate covered strawberries @ what
could be better than this #21

And thank you everyone for
all the birthday wishes! ©
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gabspetito Here's a picture from our first date because | have so
much love for you €@

Brian asked me to marry him and | said yes! @bizarre_design_ you
make life feel unreal, and

everyday is such a dream with you Q

#sushionthebeach #fiance
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gabspetito One whole years worth of adventures and stories down
B & alifetimeto go *
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