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THERE IS A CHARM ABOUT the forbidden that makes it unspeakably desirable... 

Mark Twain
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At least, they thought they could keep it quiet. 

After an explosive altercation with Aleena’s father, everything changed. Aleena runs into the arms of another man and Nathan decides to deal with his father once and for all. 
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Aleena
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THIS WAS NOT AT ALL the way I expected the night to go. Secretly, I was hoping for a kiss from my boss, Nathan Redwall. I was definitely not expecting sex in my childhood room. My mind was still refusing to accept I was lying on top of my pretty purple comforter—naked. Naked with my naked boss beside me. Both of us still enjoying the aftermath of some very good sex. 

“I should get up,” he said from beside me. 

I groaned. “Do we have to?”

I pointed to the ceiling. “Listen.”

I listened. The sounds of the gala my father was hosting permeated the walls. Music and the muted sound of laughter and conversation floated around us. “Oh, that.”

He grinned, gave me a quick kiss on the tip of my nose and walked into the bathroom, completely naked. I watched him, admiring the broad shoulders and the sexy V his back made when it joined his hips. His ass was firm and not too flat. His legs, muscular and tone, but not like a bodybuilder. He mentioned he did a lot of running on his treadmill. It showed. 

No normal woman would be able to look at that man and not want him. He was fucking hot. And so good in bed. And so damn large in all the right places. He was going to leave me with more fantasies than I started with. 

I probably should have gotten up as well. I was so sated and relaxed; I just couldn’t bring myself to get up. I was going to have to put on the dress and fix my hair. I imagined my makeup was smudged as well. That was going to take a little more effort to fix. I much preferred the idea of just staying in my room naked with him. 

He emerged from the bathroom, still wearing the sexiest birthday suit I had ever seen. Damn, he was hot. He strutted toward me, his eyes roaming over my nude body on display. “Why don’t you get back in bed?” I cooed. 

“Baby, you’re sexy as hell and you’re making me hard again, but this is not how I want your father to find us.”

I wrinkled my nose. “That would be gross.”

“Indeed, it would.”

“But he’s not here right now,” I said, rolling to my side and propping my head up on my hand. “I am. I’m naked and I want you.”

He closed his eyes and blew out a breath. “You are too much of a temptation for my own good.”

I reached out to him, beckoning him back into bed. He pounced, pushing me on my back as his body covered mine. His mouth, hot and wet, moved over mine once again. My hands scraped down his back, begging for more. I felt insatiable. I felt like we’d just barely scratched the surface of what it could be like given some real time and real privacy together. 

“We should go.” He breathed and flopped to his back. 

His erection jutted up. I reached down to touch him, gently stroking him. “A quickie?” I whispered. 

“You are making this incredibly difficult. There is nothing I want more than to fuck you all night. I can’t. People are bound to notice you missing. Andrew will notice I’m gone. I don’t want to start any rumors.”

He was right. My dad was probably already looking for me. “Damn it,” I muttered. 

I sat up and moved to the edge of the bed. His fingertips traced down my spine. “I don’t know if this was a mistake, but it was a damn good one if it was.”

I looked at him over my shoulder. “I agree. I guess I’m going commando.”

“Fuck me.” He groaned. “I’m going to have that in my head for the rest of the night.”

“Since we’ve already made the mistake, I don’t think there is anything that could make the mistake worse. If I catch you in the dark later tonight, just remember I won’t have any panties on.”

With that, I got up and walked to the bathroom to clean up. I didn’t miss his groans behind me. I knew he was going to be thinking about me bare and primed for the taking for the rest of the night. I knew I sure as hell wasn’t going to be able to think of much else. 

I was glad my makeup drawer was still intact. The makeup was a little old, but the powder was enough to clean things up. I walked back into my bedroom to find him tucking in his shirt. His eyes locked on me, that same look of lust still lingering. I picked up my dress and put it on over my naked body. 

I shuddered as the fabric rubbed over my skin. I had never gone naked under a dress before. It was erotic and made me feel electrified. He helped me zip it up before turning me around and grabbing my face. “This dress is nice, but you naked under this dress is going to keep me semi-hard all damn night.”

“That’s my plan,” I said with a coy smile. 

I reached up and brushed his hair back. It had been slicked down when he showed up, but not so much now. I gave him a very light kiss on the lips and stepped away. I didn’t know what our future held, but I knew I was going to have a very hard time trying to resist the man. 

“Ready?” he asked.

“What should we say to anyone that asks where we were?” I said. 

He shrugged. “I don’t know. We can say we had to talk business.”

I rolled my eyes. “My dad will never buy that.”

“Technically, I did say I wanted to talk to you about that client.”

“That’s true, but that doesn’t explain where we’ve been for the last hour.”

“An hour?” he said with surprise and checked his watch. “Shit. Andrew is going to think I bailed on him.”

“We could tell him I took you on a tour.”

“A tour?”

“Of the house. It’s a big house.”

He raised an eyebrow. “It could work.”

“Have you seen the place before?”

He shrugged a shoulder. “Maybe. I didn’t pay much attention.”

“Play dumb.”

He grinned, straightening the bow tie. “I can do that very well.”

“All right. We’ll start up here, just in case anyone catches us.”

“You’re going to tell them you were showing me your room?”

I slapped at his shoulder. “No, I’m going to show you my dad’s private art collection.”

“I thought that was downstairs?”

“No, not the secret, private collection.”

“Oh, that sounds scandalous.”

“I’ll check the hallway. I don’t want to create a real scandal.”

“Good idea,” he said and hung back while I opened the door. 

I stepped out, casually looking left and right. No one was around. I was fairly certain the coast was clear. “Let’s go,” I whispered. 

“I feel like I’m sixteen and sneaking around my girlfriend’s parents’ house.”

I stopped walking. “How many times were you sneaking around people’s houses?”

He smiled and casually touched my hand. “I’m not all that sweet and innocent.”

I scoffed. “I’ve thought a lot of things about you, but sweet and innocent is not one of them. Not even close.”

“Are you saying you think of me as a bad boy?”

“What?”

“You said you didn’t think I was sweet and innocent, does that mean you think I’m reckless?”

“No.”

He sighed. “Damn. I didn’t think so.”

“You want to be a bad boy?”

“I don’t want to be like Andrew, but I like the idea of being just a little dangerous.”

I couldn’t help but touch him. “You are dangerous—to me.”

“I’m going to have to up my game,” he said with a laugh. “Maybe I’ll ask Andrew for some pointers.”

“No,” I quickly said. “You are just fine the way you are. I don’t need you to be an Andrew.”

“You don’t even know him.”

“No, but I know of him,” I said with a laugh. 

“Really?”

“Nathan, I know we never actually hung out, but we run in the same social circles. Hell, I wouldn’t have to be in the same social circle to have heard of his reputation. Honestly, if he would have been the person I was going to intern for, I wouldn’t have taken the job.”

That seemed to make him happy. He seemed emboldened. “Really?”

“I’m serious. Which doesn’t make a lot of sense, considering I just slept with you, but you know what I mean.”

That sexy smile told me he did know what I meant. “I get it. You didn’t want to work with a man-whore.”

“Hey, I never said that.”

“But that’s what you were thinking.”

I grinned. “Maybe a little.”

“You were afraid you were going to be seduced by him.”

“Oh, hell no,” I said with a laugh. “There was no chance of that happening.”

He grabbed my ass. “Sure, about that?”

“Positive. I don’t do the womanizers. That is not my thing.”

We walked down the hall, rounding the corner and heading toward the room that was kept under lock and key. Except I knew where the key was. It was my hand. I pressed my hand against the outside pad and waited. 

“Damn, what are we walking into?” he whispered. 

“He likes to keep things safe,” I answered and stepped inside. 

Lights automatically came on as we entered the room. Spotlights highlighted the various paintings. The room itself was insured to cover the cost of the expensive artwork. “Holy shit.” Nathan breathed. 

I smiled, closing the door. “He never lets anyone in here.”

“Should I be in here?” he asked. 

“You’re with me. If you try and stick a Rembrandt down your pants, I will tackle you.”

“Don’t tease me.”

A little giggle escaped my throat. I gave him the tour, but it wasn’t necessary. My father had gone through the trouble of having plaques made for every painting and piece of art in the place. We spent a good fifteen minutes checking things out. 

“Ready to go down?” I asked. 

He smirked. “I could go down again.”

I slapped his shoulder. “Let’s get out of here.”

“I need a drink.”

“Me too,” I agreed. “I’m a little parched.”

We didn’t have to say anything more than that. We kept a respectable distance as we made our way back down. “Where are we going?” he whispered. 

“We’re on a tour,” I said, pasting a smile on my face as we passed one of the servers. 

Another catering helper was walking out of the kitchen with a full tray of filled champagne glasses. I snatched two, handing one to Nathan. 

“Good thinking,” he said. “I’m almost a little afraid of how good you are at sneaking around.”

“I promise, this is not a normal thing for me.”

“Where are we going?” he asked when I veered to the right. 

“We’re starting our tour,” I reminded him. “Oddly enough, I was just out here.”

“Tonight?”

“Yes, with Alec.”

“Alec?”

“The guy from the coffee shop.”

“Oh.”

“Have you been out here before?” I asked, changing the subject. 

“I don’t think so. I don’t remember if I did.”

I started the tour again. We walked through the gardens and made our way back inside. “This is his other art collection,” I said. 

He nodded. “This I know I’ve seen. It’s impressive. Why the two separate collections?”

“I think he likes to be careful with how much he shows to the world. He used to say it was because he was worried about me. He has always had a state-of-the-art security system. Honestly, I think some of those paintings were probably bought from less than reputable places.”

“Ahh,” he said with a nod. “I get it.”

“Does your dad collect art?”

“My dad collects women.”

“Oh.”

“I’m sorry,” he muttered. “I don’t know why I said that.”

“It’s fine. I know it’s a bad subject.”

“It isn’t. It’s just, I envy you. You have a great dad.”

I couldn’t help but smile. “I do and I feel very lucky for it.”

I almost felt guilty about having such a good home life. It felt like I was rubbing in the fact I had a good family life. I suddenly wanted to get back to the party.
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Nathan
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I WALKED ALONGSIDE her as she talked about the various gardens on her father’s estate. I was barely paying attention. Kissing her was a mistake. The sex thing, was next level. What the hell was I thinking? 

I knew what I was thinking. I was thinking she was an itch that needed scratching. I was thinking if I had sex with her, it would calm my need for her. I wouldn’t fantasize about her and I could return my focus to work and maybe even get some decent sleep. 

I was wrong. It didn’t scratch the itch. It made it worse. It was like a mosquito bite. I wanted to itch it more. I couldn’t stop itching. I wanted to taste her, savor her all night. I wanted to do her from behind. Hell, I was even thinking about the desk thing that Andrew seemed to be so fond of. 

“Are you okay?” she asked. 

“Fine.”

“You have a look.”

“A look?”

“Yes, like you’re not angry but very serious about something.”

I looked around and spotted a pair of glass doors. “Where does that go?”

“Observatory, would you like to see?”

“Yes.”

I needed to kiss her before I went back into that party. I needed one last kiss to hold me over. I wasn’t sure when I would get to kiss her again. If, I would get to kiss her again. If I was smart, I would not let it happen. Like she said earlier, we were still riding high in the aftermath of our mistake. May as well make the most of it. 

“We might not be alone in there,” she said in a sultry voice. 

“What did you think I had planned?”

“I see the way you are looking at me. You’re thinking about my lack of panties, aren’t you?”

I groaned, my dick jumping to attention. “Yes.” I hissed. “We need a moment of privacy or things might get very dicey.”

The expression on her face quickly changed. She understood my sudden need. Technically, it wasn’t all that sudden. I had been barely keeping it under control since we left her bedroom. Left her bed. She was irresistible and I was not a strong man. 

She reached for the door. “Aleena!” 

We both froze and turned to see who was calling her. It was the coffee kid. “Hi!” she said, stepping away from me and the door. 

“There you are! We’ve been looking for you.”

She looked at me. “I was showing Nathan around the gardens.”

“Nathan?” Alec asked. 

“Nathan Redwall,” she answered. “My boss.”

“Oh,” Alec said, shooting me a look before taking Aleena’s hand. 

I nearly hit him. I contained the urge. She looked at me and made a face. “We should probably get back in. I’ve been rude to my guests.”

“Of course,” I murmured. 

“I’m so sorry I ditched you,” Aleena said. “Nathan, this is Alec. We met
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