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[image: image][image: image]Ever thought your job was tough? Try being an assassin in ancient times, where a bad day at work didn’t mean missing a deadline, but possibly missing your head!
So, sharpen your blades (or just your sense of humor) as we dive into the deadly world of the deadliest assassins throughout history. Spoiler alert: it’s going to be killer!
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WHEN KILLING WAS A CAREER CHOICE
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[image: image]In the grand, often grim web of history, there’s a special thread for those who made a living out of, well, ending lives. Assassins. The word might conjure images 

of cloaked figures and whispered secrets, but the reality was often more complex and, dare we say, more interesting.

[image: image]

But being an assassin wasn’t all about lurking in shadows and whispering ominously. It was a risky business. The life of an assassin in history was a blend of skill, danger, and intrigue. It was a career choice that required not just the ability to take a life but also the smarts to stay alive.
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THE HASHASHIN


[image: image]Let's take a trip back to the medieval 

Middle East, where the Hashashin, the original assassins, were turning political intrigue into an art form. The Hashashin, or Assassins as they came to be known, were a mysterious group.


[image: image]Their base? The formidable fortress of Alamut in what is now Iran. The Hashashin were known for their precision, patience, and psychological warfare. They planned their moves meticulously, often infiltrating enemy ranks and biding their time before striking.


[image: image]The Hashashin weren't just mindless killers; they had a cause. They were part of a sect of Shia Islam, and their assassinations were often politically motivated. They were fighting for influence, power, and in their view, the greater good.


[image: image]Now, you might be wondering about the whole 'hashish' part of their name. Legend has it that they used the drug to indoctrinate their members, but modern historians are like, "Eh, maybe not.

The Hashashin left a lasting impression on the world, and not just because they were the OG assassins. They showed that a small group, with enough determination and strategic smarts, could [image: image]influence the course of empires.


THE LONE SAMURAI
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Let's slice our way into Japan's Edo period, where Miyamoto Musashi, a samurai of legendary status, was making a name for himself, not just in swordsmanship but also in the fine art of not dying in duels. Musashi wasn't your average samurai; he was more like the action hero of ancient Japan


[image: image][image: image]Musashi's claim to fame? He reportedly participated in over 60 duels and walked away from each one with his head still firmly attached to his shoulders. His first duel? At the tender age of 13 Musahi was a strategist, a philosopher, and an artist. He even wrote 'The Book of Five Rings,' which wasn't a fantasy novel but a treatise on strategy, tactics, and philosophy.


[image: image]

[image: image]But Musashi's life wasn't all about dueling. He was also an accomplished artist, sculptor, and calligrapher. In his later years, Musashi retired from his warrior ways and lived a life of contemplation and artistic pursuit.
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Miyamoto Musashi's life was like a blockbuster movie, filled with epic battles, 

deep wisdom, and a touch of artistic flair. He was the samurai who had it all: brains, brawn, and a brush.


THE DAGGER IN THE DARK

[image: image]Now, let's time-travel to ancient Rome, where political drama and backstabbing were more than just metaphors. Enter Julius Caesar, a man who climbed the Roman 

political ladder
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Failure in this line of work often
meant a gruesome end, either at
the hands of your target’s guards

or your employer’s displeasure. It
wasn’t a job for the faint -hearted
or the heavily conscience -laden

Assassins throughout history
weren't just random thugs; they
were often highly trained,
incredibly skilled, and, in some
cases, ideologically driven. It was
a profession that required a
particular set of skills, skills they
acquired over a very... interesting
career.
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From the shadowy alleys of medieval cities to the grand halls of empires,
assassins have alwavs had a ‘stab’ at chaneginge historv.
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One of Musashi's most famous duels was against Sasaki Kojiro, another
renowned swordsman known for his 'swallow cut' technique. The duel
took place on aremote island. Musashi, ever the showman, arrived late,
carved himself a wooden sword while en route, and then won the duel.

\ % Talk about making an entrance (and an exit)
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